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Controversial campaign fundraiser held 
for Chief Gray in Oklahoma City March 10
By Shannon Shaw
Osage News

A campaign fundraiser for Osage 
Nation Principal Chief Jim Gray 
in Oklahoma City March 10 sur-
prised some Osages since Gray had 
not offi cially announced his bid for 
re-election before the benefi t. 

The fundraiser, hosted by Yanc-
ey Red Corn, a principal in the 
Norman-based fi rm Red Eagle 
Feather, LLC, said in a prepared 
release that he hosted the fund-
raiser in hopes that Gray would 
run for re-election.

“I am volunteering my time for 
this fundraiser so that Chief Gray 
can gauge the support he has to 
again run for Chief of the Osage 
Nation in 2010,” Red Corn said in 
the release. “As an Osage member, 
I plan to assist Chief Gray as much 
as possible and donate my time to 
his campaign because his re-elec-
tion is in the best interest of the 
Osage Nation.”

The invitation for the fundraiser 
invited people to either be a Gold 
Sponsor for $2,500, a Silver Spon-
sor for $1,000 or a Bronze Sponsor 
for $500. The fl ier also noted that 

credit card contributions could be 
made online as soon as March 15 
at JimGray2010.com, the offi cial 
fi ling date for candidates. Gray, 
who has taken some heat from 
other Osage principal chief candi-
dates for hosting a series of Town 
Hall meetings to inform Osages 
around the country about the prog-

Chief says Nation will fi le 
motion to reconsider in 
reservation tax case
Denver Appeals court rules against the Nation, said
Osage Reservation was always meant to be disestablished
By Shannon Shaw
Osage News

The Nation will fi le a motion to reconsider after the U.S. 10th Circuit 
Court of Appeals ruled against the Nation March 5 in the Nation’s case 

against the Oklahoma Tax Commission. The case was 
heard Jan. 11.

“The Osage reservation is crucially important politi-
cally, socially, culturally and economically for the Osag-
es, and we will stand fi rm in defending our rights,” said 
Osage Nation Principal Chief Jim Gray in a prepared 
release. “In this case, the court departed from precedent 
and glossed over uncontroverted evidence provided by our 
counsel and established new law based on theories and 
opinions of a handful of historians.”  

Osage News File Photo

Osage Principal Chief Jim Gray.

ress in the Nation’s 25-year Stra-
tegic Plan, maintains that he was 
not campaigning but doing his job 
as principal chief. 

The Osage Nation Congress had 
not passed the election board’s 
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Questionnaire in health debit card
applications causes controversy
Osages encouraged 
to fi ll out ‘what
applies to them’ in 
questionnaire to 
receive debit card
By Shannon Shaw
Osage News

When Sandra Akins received 
her Health Benefi t Card applica-
tion in the mail, she experienced 
a mixture of emotions that ranged 
from relief to confusion. Inside the 
packet was a mandatory health 
survey that she had not been told 
about and didn’t feel comfortable 
fi lling out.

“Personal information is just 
that ‘personal’, and if I choose to 
freely give out information about 

any family member, or myself, it 
will be my choice not [the Nation’s], 
especially for the sum of $500,” 
Akins said. “There were no public 
discussions on [this] required in-
formation gathering.”

Akins, along with many others, 
were shocked to receive a manda-
tory two-page health survey that 
asks Osages for their medical his-
tory along with other questions 
such as what is their income. The 
language in the application said 
the surveys will remain anony-
mous. What has some Osages 
alarmed, such as Akins, is that the 
application doesn’t go into detail 
about what the survey will be used 
for and asks for their tribal roll 
number.

Matt McDonald, Executive 
Branch legal counsel, said the sur-
vey was drafted by Paradox LLC 
and that the contract is available 

upon request per the Open Records 
Act.

“The data obtained from the 
health needs questionnaire will 
provide a more defi nite picture of 
the individual health and medi-
cal needs of the Osage people,” 
McDonald said. “This informa-
tion will be used to inform future 
programming decisions, spending 
priorities, and possibly legislation 
targeting the health needs of indi-
vidual Osages.”

The survey results will be pre-
sented to the Osage people at a 
later date, McDonald said.

“The general statistical data, but 
not information from individual 
responses, will be presented to the 
Principal Chief as part of the con-
tractor’s obligations,” McDonald 
said. “That general data will be 
accessible by the Osage people as 
part of a process to inform future 
programming decisions.”

During a congressional health 
committee meeting March 6, the 
committee asked Executive Branch 
representatives for a response in 
writing March 12 that states the 
Executive Branch’s offi cial position 
on the survey. The health commit-
tee had been told by various Osages 
both in and out-of-state, that they 
were told the surveys weren’t man-
datory and they wanted to be able 
to tell them a defi nite response. 
They also said that no where in 
the law did it say anything about a 
health survey requirement.

Hepsi Barnett, chief of staff for 
the Executive Branch, said that all 
Osages are encouraged to fi ll out 
what applies to them on the survey 
and return them with the health 
benefi t card applications to receive 
their card or reimbursements for 

Voter registry ready for the public
 TrueBallot, Inc., selected as Election Company to run Osage elections June 7
By Shannon Shaw
Osage News

The Osage Nation Voter Registry 
is now ready and open to all regis-
tered Osage voters for a small fee. 
The list contains the addresses of 
those 18 and over who are eligible 
to vote in the June 7 election. 

“The list is to be used for political 
purposes and not to be reproduced,” 
said Amber Harris, assistant elec-
tion supervisor.

The registry can be purchased 
from the Osage Nation Election 
Board offi ces located in downtown 
Pawhuska at 532 Kihekah Avenue 
and what is known to locals as the 

former location of 2001 Video. A 
voter can request either a CD of 
the list or a printed copy. The CD 
costs $10 and the printed copy is 
$15. Each additional request for 
the registry will be $5. Forms for 
the registry can be found on the 
election board’s Web site under the 
information tab.

TrueBallot, Inc., selected as 
Election Company to run Osage 
elections June 7

TrueBallot, Inc., has been select-
ed as the Election Company that 
will run the Osage June 7 elections 
for the offi ces of Principal Chief, 
Assistant Principal Chief, six 

members of Congress and Judicial 
Retention. 

According to TrueBallot.com, the 
election company has experience 
in running tribal elections as well 
as elections for labor unions, asso-
ciations, homeowners associations 
and cooperatives, public entities 
and other organizations. They are 
a technically savvy fi rm that ad-
ministers elections on-site and can 
administer elections by mail, by 
web and by phone.

TrueBallot uses a patented bal-
lot auditing system called TrueRe-
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Debra Atterberry, Osage Congresswoman, 
says she won’t be running for re-election
Atterberry, who had
announced candidacy 
earlier this year, has 
decided to focus on her 
marriage and family
By Debra Atterberry, 
Osage Nation Congresswoman

The last four years have been an 
incredible learning and growing 
experience for me.

As a member of the fi rst Osage 
Nation Congress, I experienced 
the development and growth of our 
new government. What I enjoyed 
most was the teamwork involved 
in creating legislation to improve 
the education, health and safety of 
the Osage people, the Osage Na-
tion workplace and the delivery 
of services. I am honored to have 
experienced this once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity.

I would like to thank those of you 
who elected me to serve the Osage 
people. I would also like to thank 
my friends and family who have 
stood by my side and encouraged 
me through it all. And to the many 
people who have worked with me 
on legislation, my words truly can-
not express how much I appreciate 
you. What a journey it has been.  

Up until a few weeks ago, I was 
ready for the campaign trail. How-
ever, as the time approached to be-
gin the campaign, I took a deeper 
look at that decision and how it 
would affect my life. After much 
thought and prayer, I have decided 
not to run for re-election. I want to 
step away from politics and focus 
on my new marriage and my fam-
ily. 

I have such a passion for our na-
tion, and I always will. For that 
reason, I also want to take the time 

Debra Atterberry

to learn more about the candidates 
who are running. Many changes 
are needed within our government, 
and in order for things to change, 
we have to change. If we choose 
to do what we have always done, 
it is foolish to expect a different 
outcome. That’s why the upcoming 
election is so important.  

Having the right people in our 
elected positions is crucial for our 
future as a nation. We need honest 
people who are proven leaders, peo-
ple with integrity who have strived 
for excellence in their personal and 
professional lives. People who lead 
by example and treat others the 
way they would like to be treated. 

If you want things to improve for 
the Osage Nation, I challenge you 
to take the time to do your home-
work. Ask questions, make phone 
calls, and talk to people who know 
these candidates. Each one has a 
family, current and past supervi-
sors, coworkers, and friends.  Now 
is the time to do something about 
the future. Don’t wait until it is too 
late.

As Osage people, we have so 
much to look forward to: the de-

velopment of the proposed master 
plan for our campus, expanding 
and diversifying our businesses 
and creating a working environ-
ment that will attract our bright-
est young Osages to come here to 
work and raise their families.  

Our working environment must 
have an infrastructure that will 
sustain itself regardless of who is 
in offi ce, so our employee base car-
ries on with the work of the nation 
and does not miss a beat when we 
have elections every two years. We 
must create an environment with 
systems in place so we keep poli-
tics out, fairness in and deliver the 

best customer service possible for 
our Osage people. 

These are only a few things that 
are at stake for our future, but our 
Osage Nation employees are the 
engine that keeps it all running. 
We must equip our employees with 
the right tools and ensure that the 
right people – both employed and 
elected – are in the right positions.

Thanks again for the opportuni-
ty to serve you. May God bless this 
great nation in the months and 
years to come. My thoughts and 
prayers will always be with the 
Osage people.

Votingosage.org launches to 
inform Osage voters on this 
year’s election candidates
Web site launched by group of Osages targeting 
all Osage voters regardless of residence
By Benny Polacca
Osage News

A nonpartisan Web site dedicated to this year’s Osage Nation elec-
tion and candidates has launched in an effort to educate tribal members 
about the upcoming event and the people running for offi ce.

Votingosage.org is a grassroots effort started by a group of Osages tar-
geting Osage voters whether they live within the Osage Nation or out-
side of Oklahoma. The Web site presents information collected on those 
candidates who are planning runs for Congress or the principal chief and 
assistant principal chief’s offi ces.

“I feel the more informed the voters are, they’ll make the best deci-
sions and make the best pick,” Red Corn said of tribal members voting in 
the June 7 election. Before this election, people who attended candidate 
events, such as their announcement dinners for example, or are related 
to candidates, were informed more than other voters, he said.

Votingosage.org has tabs online users can click to access pages with 
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rules and regulations before the 
benefi t for Gray was held. The re-
strictions on campaign donations 
were not law at the time.

A footnote on the fundraiser’s 
fl ier stated “there are no limita-
tions as to the amount of contribu-
tion nor are their [sic] restrictions 
regarding contributions from cor-
porations or other entities.” This 
raised concern with Osage Nation 
Congressman Raymond Red Corn 
who published in his e-mail news-
letter March 9 that he found the 
footnote troubling. Congressman 
Red Corn is second cousins with 
Yancey Red Corn and expressly 
stated that he has no affi liation 
with the fundraiser. 

“The Congress failed to pass a 
campaign fi nance law (it was with-
drawn by its sponsor [Congress-
woman Faren Anderson] just prior 
to fi nal vote), and while there are 
donation limits in the draft rules, 
they will have no effect until ap-
proved via congressional resolu-
tion,” Red Corn wrote in his e-mail 
newsletter. “While the footnote is 
a factual statement, it is troubling 
that any candidate or campaign 
organization would emphasize the 

fact so boldly, especially when it is 
abundantly clear that campaign 
donations made on the date of the 
event (3/10/10) will not be report-
able, as the Osage Constitution 
prohibits ex post facto legislation.”

The Osage News spoke with 
Gray in a phone interview March 
9 and asked him whether he was 
running for re-election.

“I haven’t declared yet and until 
the fi ling period begins [March 15] 
it would be inappropriate for me 
to do so at this time,” Gray said. 
“[Red Corn] is not the only Osage 
that has expressed interest to sup-
port candidates of their choosing to 
run candidate’s campaigns. You’re 
talking about a campaign that’s go-
ing to take a signifi cant amount of 
funds….these are very expensive 
to run and you need fi nancial as-
sistance to run them.”

Assistant Principal Chief John 
Red Eagle, who is running for prin-
cipal chief and a Gray critic, said 
he doesn’t know why Gray waited 
to announce his candidacy.

“If he’s going to raise funds for 
a campaign he needs to announce,” 
Red Eagle said. “He shouldn’t go on 
the premise that ‘I’m going to col-

lect money’ and not [announce]…
if they’re going to raise money for 
him then he needs to announce, 
that’s just my thoughts on it.”

Organizer of the fundraiser, 
Yancey Red Corn, said he didn’t 
see anything wrong with hosting a 
fundraiser for Gray and that it was 
his constitutional right.

“My hope is that he will run be-
cause I think that the tribe needs 
his Executive Leadership, Vision 
and Experience,” Red Corn said. 
“Since he has been in offi ce, our 
industry, health care, education 
and services have expanded ten-
fold. He also vigilantly protects our 

CONTROVERSY
—Continued from Page 1

HEALTH BENEFIT CARD
—Continued from Page 2

tribe and has garnered respect for 
our Nation nationally and interna-
tionally.”

Candidate fundraisers and din-
ners will be the norm after the fi l-
ing date of March 15. Candidates 
who have already scheduled or had 
dinners are Assistant Chief Red 
Eagle, Myron Red Eagle and Geof-
frey Standing Bear. 

The fundraiser for Gray was 
held at the posh Colcord Hotel in 
the XO Lounge, 15 N. Robinson in 
Oklahoma City. 

For a full list of candidates vis-
it osagenews.org and type in the 
search engine “Offi cial Candidate 
Listing.”

those Osages under 18. She also said that the Executive Branch would 
respond to the health committee after they received information from 
their contractors.

The health committee had not received a response from the Executive 
Branch offi ce by the time the Osage News went to press on March 16.

Parents upset 
Some Osage parents aren’t very happy they will have to pay their 

child’s medical expenses up front for their children to receive the $500 
health benefi t. Something that the Executive Branch offi ce has said was 
part of the contract with Mutual Assurance Administrators, Inc. MAA 
was not willing to give debit cards to minors in case of fraud.

“I don’t understand why minors are not eligible to receive their own 
card? That is ridiculous!” said Osage tribal member Marjorie Williams. 
“Most individuals who work cannot afford insurance on their children, 
let alone pay for medical expenses–then wait to be reimbursed.”
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“Acts of Congress specifi c to the 
Osage clearly recognize the Osage 
Nation has a reservation, and that 
has never changed,” Gray said.

The appeals court affi rmed the 
case made by the attorneys for the 
Oklahoma Tax Commission, that 
the reservation was always intend-
ed to be disestablished and that 
the 1906 Act and others did dises-
tablish the reservation.

The Nation maintains that the 
Osage Reservation was never dis-
established by any act of the U.S. 
Congress and that it has been re-
peatedly recognized by the state in 
terms of gaming revenues and has 
been recognized by the National 
Indian Gaming Commission as In-

dian Country. The Nation argues 
that Osages working on the res-
ervation are exempt from paying 
state taxes because of these facts.

The nine-year-old case was fi rst 
fi led in 2001 in federal court in 
Tulsa. The case then went to the 
10th U.S. Circuit Court of Ap-
peals where it ruled in December 
2007 that the Nation could proceed 
against individual members of the 
Oklahoma Tax Commission. U.S. 
District Judge James Payne ruled 
in February of 2009 that Osage 
Nation employees are not exempt 
from paying state income taxes 
and that Osage County is not the 
Osage Reservation’s boundaries. 
The Nation asked him to recon-

sider his “lousy decision,” as Gray 
put it at the time, but Payne let the 
ruling stand. 

“The state might view this as an 
opportunity to continue collecting 
tax revenue from Osage citizens, 
but the minimal amount of money 
at issue in this case is vastly ex-
ceeded by the  economic losses to 
the state that will ensue should 
this decision stand,” Gray said in 
the release. “The state has handled 
this matter very recklessly and 
apparently without consideration 
of the true impact to Oklahoma’s 
economy.”

In reference to the court’s han-
dling of the case, Gray warned all 
federally-recognized tribal govern-
ments within the jurisdiction of 
the court that the 10th Circuit is 
no longer bound by precedent.  

“They’re operating under new 
rules and all tribes had best take 
notice. By establishing new law 
and not following precedent, their 
own and that of the Supreme Court, 
the 10th Circuit court has signaled 
that every tribe with a reservation 
is at risk,” Gray said. “The same 
thing could happen to them so we 
are hopeful that the 10th Circuit 
will reconsider its decision and re-
main faithful to established federal 
law.”

Gray said that if the appeals 
court decides not to reconsider its 
ruling the Nation will appeal to the 
highest court, the U.S. Supreme 
Court. 

Th ree casinos still not
on trust land

In a March 10, 2009 article by the 
Osage News, an anonymous source 
in the Chief’s offi ce said that the 
Nation was in the process of fi ling 
trust applications for the Tulsa, 
Skiatook and Ponca City Million 
Dollar Elm casinos. Chief Gray 
said in a phone interview today 
that the Nation has been involved 
in the fi ling process for the past six 
months and is currently gathering 
necessary information to give to 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs. 

David Conrad, the executive di-
rector of Governmental Affairs for 
the Executive Branch, said the 
reason why the Nation isn’t fur-
ther along in the fi ling process is 
because the BIA has stopped tak-
ing land into trust applications due 
to the trust fund mismanagement 
case.

“[The BIA], due to Senate urg-
ing, did an overhaul of its land into 
trust application process, and be-
gan offering instruction in the new 
process,” Conrad posted to osage-
news.org after an earlier version 
of this story ran on March 8. “The 
land into trust for gaming purposes 
application process can sometimes 
take years, over a decade in some 
cases. The Osage Nation Land Into 
Trust Team is working diligently 
to get our applications moving as 
quickly as possible through the 
federal approval process.”

Chief Gray, in a previous Osage 
News article, said that if the Na-
tion ultimately loses the case 
against the tax commission, and 
the three casinos still aren’t on 
trust land, the Nation could lose all 
three casinos. 

In order for tribal Nations to 
own and operate gaming facilities 
the federal government requires 
that those gaming facilities be on 
restricted Indian land, in other 
words, trust land. The Nation 
bought the land that houses the 
Tulsa, Skiatook and Ponca City 
MDE’s from private landowners. 

The Nation didn’t immediately 
put the land into trust when it 
fi rst bought the land for the three 
casinos because the federal Na-
tional Indian Gaming Commis-
sion approved the Osages’ claim 
that Osage County was also the 
reservation, the source said in the 
2009 Osage News article. The state 
signed the compact as well, a de 
facto recognition that the county 
is also the reservation, the source 
said.

The Nation employs over 1,600 
people in Oklahoma, with a payroll 
of over $62 million.

COURT RULES AGAINST NATION
—Continued from Page 1
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Osage News

The First Osage Nation Con-
gress gathered for its fi nal inaugu-
ral Hun-Kah Session on March 15. 
When the Second Congress meets 
for its fi rst session after taking the 
oath of offi ce, a few new faces will 
join those whose terms are not ex-
piring this summer.

“This First Congress has had 
an admirable experience histori-
cally, legislatively and learning,” 
Speaker Archie Mason said in his 
opening address for the session. 
“We have learned to exercise and 
implement legislative skills for the 
betterment of our Nation and our 
people… We have accomplished 
much, with much left to do in the 
upcoming 23 days (of the session).”

Six of the Nation’s 12 Congres-
sional seats are up for grabs in the 
June election with at least three 
members stating they will not seek 
re-election. The fi ling period for 
election candidates started March 
15 and runs through April 1.

“Change is inevitable and we 
have been instruments of change… 
This government is still in its in-
fancy, we have had the opportunity 
to take those fi rst small steps,” Ma-
son said of the Congress learning 
to “agree and disagree” in its legis-
lative duties for the Nation.

Principal Chief Jim Gray, who 
typically delivers an address on 
behalf of the Executive Branch at 
each Congressional session‘s com-
mencement, was out on travel dur-
ing the session’s inaugural day.

In addition to legislative duties 

and bills to attend to this session, 
the Congress will also choose their 
new speaker at the Hun-Kah Ses-
sion’s close. Mason, who has been 
Speaker since the Congress took 
oath in 2006, has said he would not 
be interested in another Speaker 
nomination.

“As your Speaker, I’ve experi-
enced incredible situations and op-
portunities and have experienced a 
learning curve beyond my personal 
expectations,” Mason said. “Learn-
ing never stops and at 65 years of 
age, I can personally attest to those 
many unique experiences of these 
past 45 months… I thank you for 
the privilege to be your Speaker.”

The Hun-Kah session stretches 
24 days with the option for an ex-
tension if needed.

Th e First Osage Congress gathers 
for its last Hun-Kah Session
Speaker Mason: “Change is inevitable and
we have been instruments of change.”

Photo by Benny Polacca/Osage News

Osage Nation Congress Speaker Archie 
Mason delivers his opening remarks dur-
ing the 2010 Hun-Kah Session’s Inaugural 
day on March 15.

Hill announces bid for 
Osage Nation Congress
By Sheryl Hill

My name is Sheryl Hill, 
and I am running for Osage 
Nation Congress. I am the 
eldest daughter of Sherry 
Gann; the granddaughter of 
Mary Rose Bighorse-Gann, 
and the late Robert R. Gann, 
Sr., and the great-grand-
daughter of Pete Bighorse, 
and Louise Copperfi eld, both 
original allottees. My great-
grandfather, Pete Bighorse 
was the son of Andrew Big-
horse and Laura St. John, 
each original allottees. 
Louise Copperfi eld was the 
daughter of David Copper-
fi eld and Maggie “Me-tsa-he” 
Copperfi eld, each original allottees.   

Many of our youth, adults, and even our elders, have never had 
an active voice within our Nation, because we were not sharehold-
ers. Now with our Osage Constitution and adoption of this new 
government, this has allowed many more voices from our people 
and for our people to be heard. These past four years have brought 
both positive and negative results. What we must keep in mind, is 
that our new government is still a work in progress. Although we 
are moving forward, there is still much work that needs to be done. 
In order to continue to move our people forward, we must strive 
to bring about positive strengths and re-growth as a whole to our 
Nation.

My main goal is to show all our Osage people that I am there as 
a voice for every Osage member. I will remain focused, and utilize 
skills I have acquired thru my education at Rogers State Univer-
sity and the Pawnee Nation College, where I majored in American 
Indian Studies/ Leadership and Management. I am confi dent that I 
can be a leader that our Osage people need. I am skilled in: Critical 
thinking; Research; Organization; Project Management; Listening 
and Humility.

All of these skills are needed in order to create positive solutions 
for our Osage people. Creating positive solutions will enable our 
people to overcome the challenges that have become barriers, and 
I will strive to fi nd a way to break down those barriers to move our 
Osage people forward.

Areas I plan to address, and believe need be addressed with grave 
urgency are: Education; Elders Programs; Increased Healthcare 

Sheryl Hill

See HILL ANNOUNCES BID
—Continued on Page 13
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proach was from career and per-
sonal experiences that I could offer 
the Osage People. My areas of ex-
pertise have been accumulated in 
working in law enforcement, tribal 
governments, and as a business 
owner for the 30 years. Currently 
as President of Horizon Engineer-
ing Service Co., I work and consult 
with Tribes across the country, in 
this capacity to navigate and as-
sist tribal leaders and their staffs 
in economic development, diver-
sifi cation of business interest and 
investing in the human capital of 
job creation for tribal members for 
their projects. We need sound leg-
islation that we can build upon on 

our reservation to generate busi-
ness and create opportunity for 
our Osage citizens. Gray-Proctor 
said “I have worked with many of 
Indian Country’s highly successful 
tribes and observed their growth 
model, and the Osage Nation can 
be equal to and moreover superior 
if we have the right legislation in 
place to take us there.” 

Leadership in Indian Country
• Leadership – President of 

Horizon
• 2005 Past State Board Presi-

dent, American Indian Cham-
ber of Commerce of Oklahoma

• 2009 American Indian Busi-
ness Network for National 
Indian Gaming Association - 
Secretary

• 2009 Chairwoman of the 
Board of Directors, National 
Center for American Indian 
Enterprise Development, a 
fi rst for a Native American 
Woman  

Recognition 
• 2009 Oklahoma Journal 

Record as “50 Women Making 
a Difference”

• 2007 “State Business of the 
Year”  American Indian Cham-
ber of Commerce of Oklahoma

• 2006 “Local Hero Award” 
Tulsa Metro Chamber and the 

• National Center of American 
Indian Enterprise Develop-
ment’s “Indian Business 
Owner of the Year” 

My husband Adam and I make 
our home in Tulsa Oklahoma. I 
have three sons: Matthew Gray 

Gray-Proctor announces bid for Osage Nation Congress
By Margo Gray-Proctor

As we look to the future of what 
the Osage Nation can be and look 
without boundaries. The possi-
bilities are limitless. Our path has 
been decided by the Osage People 
and it is up to the Congress to be 
proactive in establishing the laws 
to improve the state of healthcare, 
safety, increase economic develop-
ment, job creation, leverage our re-
sources and approve budgets. The 
foundation for the “New Osage Na-
tion” is still a work in progress and 
this needs to be the focus.  

Upon making the decision to run 
for the Osage Congress, my ap-

and James Eagleman and I have 
a bonus son Noah Proctor. I am a 
grandmother to seven beautiful 
grandchildren Sara, Abbie, Eliza-
beth, Gage, Joseph, MaKenzie 
and Kori. My parents are the late 
Andrew and Margaret Gray. I am 
from the Pawhuska District and a 
member of the Deer clan and I am 
involved in our Osage culture. I am 
proud to hold the position of Head 
Cook for the Gray family’s Native 
American Church.  

The role of an Osage lawmaker 
is one who will legislate, will repre-
sent the constituent’s interest.   My 
goal is to bring legislation that will 
bring business to the Osage and for 
established programs to increase 
capacity for the Osage Nation. I 
am launching my website at www.
margograyproctor.com  and you 
can follow me on Facebook.  

Margo Gray-Proctor

Letters to the Editor Submissions
If you’d like to submit a letter to the editor, mail it to  the Osage 

News, Attn.: Shannon Shaw, 627 Grandview, Pawhuska, OK 74056; 
email sshaw@osagenews.org, or fax to (918) 287-5563. Letters must 
be respectful and informative to the reader, and may be edited for 
grammar, clarity and space.
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Daniels announces bid for Osage Nation Congress
Daniels: “At this 
juncture, I want
to rise above the 
negativity to move 
our great Nation
forward.” 
By Danette Daniels

I am honored and humbled to an-
nounce my candidacy for the Osage 
Nation Congress. 

I was born and raised in Fairfax, 
Oklahoma. My great-grandparents 
were Edward and Celia Cox and 
Joe and Annie Turpie Daniels. My 
grandparents were Rose Mary and 
Anthony (Snap) Daniels. They had 
the last Osage arranged marriage 
by clan in the Grayhorse District. 
My father is Thomas G. Daniels 
and my mother is Carol Wayman. 
My sister is Denise Skocik and my 
brother is Gilbert Daniels. I grew 
up learning Osage values by par-
ticipating in  Osage traditional cul-
ture, dancing at our In-Lon-shka 
at age 3, and serving on the Gray-
horse Committee as a lady singer 
for the last 17 years and on the 
Pawhuska Committee for the last 
4 years. 

I am an Osage Shareholder, 
Osage business owner, and cur-
rently employed by the Osage Na-
tion Language Department as the 
Fairfax Site Coordinator. I also 
serve as the Language Program’s 
representative on the Traditional 
Cultural Advisor’s Council for the 
Historic Preservation Department. 
I teach Osage language classes for 
the Osage Nation Headstart, the 
Grayhorse Elder’s, and beginning 
orthography and common phrases 
in Edmond, Oklahoma. 

In August of 2006, the Osage 
Nation bought the former Indian 
Electric building for the purpose 

of establishing the fi rst ever Fair-
fax Site for language classes. This 
beautiful building has become not 

Danette Daniels

only a language center, but also a 
cultural hub for Osage cultural art 
classes, community activities and 
Pau-sue-lee club meetings. 

In terms of professional and ed-
ucational qualifi cations, I have a 
Master’s Degree from Oklahoma 
State University in Family Rela-
tions and Child Development, with 
a specialty in Marriage and Fam-
ily Therapy. Prior to working for 
the Osage Nation, I worked in the 
public sector for the State Health 
department for 14 years. I served 
as a Child Development Special-
ist Technical Supervisor. I have 
a license in Marriage and Family 
Therapy and also a certifi cation as 
a Child and Parenting Specialist. 
Nearly four years ago, I left my job 
with the state to pursue my dream 
and apply the skills and experi-
ence I had gained professionally to 
serve the Osage people.. Though 
my previous work was fulfi lling, I 
knew it was time to come home. It 

has been my privilege to serve the 
Osage people in this capacity, and 
I have learned so much in my four 
years working directly within our 
tribal government.  

At this juncture, I want to rise 
above the negativity to move our 
great Nation forward. This is my 
fi rst time to seek public offi ce, but 
I believe with my cultural back-
ground, professional qualifi cations, 
willingness to listen and learn, and 
the courage to act in the best inter-
est of Osage people, I can help fi nd 
the solutions needed to complete 
the transformation of our govern-
ment.  

In the next 3 months, I invite 
you to attend the different forums 
to hear my campaign platform as 
well as visit my Facebook page. 
Today I ask for your support and 
prayers to be your next Osage Con-
gress Woman. Hku-tha-me.

Webb announces candidacy for Osage Nation Congress
By Anthony Webb

My name is Anthony Webb and I 
am a candidate for the Osage Na-
tion Congress. I am from the Gray-
horse District and was born and 
raised in Fairfax. My parents are 
Melvin and Mary Jo Peace Webb. 
I am the grandson of David Peace 
and great-grandson of Paul Peace 
and Clara TallChief. 

I am married to Kimberly (Wen-
dy) Ponca and we reside on her 
family’s original allotment west 
of Fairfax. We have four children, 
three in college and one just gradu-
ated. We participated in our tradi-
tional dances each June and I serve 
on the Grayhorse Committee. 

I am 51 years old and have a 
Bachelor of Science Degree in Me-
chanical Engineering Technology 
from Oklahoma State University. 
I have worked for large corpora-

tions and small companies where 
I received valuable experience and 
training in leadership and team-

work. Most of my work experience 
is in the manufacturing and the oil 
and gas industries. I also have ex-
perience in grant writing and oper-
ating a small business. 

As your congressman, I will work 
to grow and diversify our economy 
in the areas of gaming, manufac-
turing, and oil and gas. Our gam-
ing enterprise needs to become 
more competitive in the Tulsa mar-
ket and expand into the large mar-
kets on our aboriginal lands in St. 
Louis and Kansas City. 

By assisting our Osage LLC and 
working with our Mineral Council, 
I will strive to bring companies to 
the Nation for economic develop-
ment. There are many opportuni-
ties in these areas that need to be 
explored and which we may bene-

Anthony Webb

See WEBB CANDIDACY
—Continued on Page 14
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See BEAR ANNOUNCES BID
—Continued on Page 17

Cecelia Tallchief

Cecelia Tallchief announces bid
for Assistant Principal Chief
Tallchief: “I have 
a strong belief in 
the Osage people 
and their right to 
better healthcare 
and economic
opportunities.”
By Cecelia Tallchief

Ha.We. I, Cecelia Tallchief, BSN 
registered nurse from Fairfax, 
am announcing my candidacy for 
Assistant Principal Chief of the 
Osage Nation. 

The Osage Nation is at a pivotal 
crossroads. The Osage people need 
experienced individuals to lead our 
young government in the direction 
of fi scal responsibility and eco-
nomic prosperity.  I will base my 
campaign on three major issues: 
Healthcare, Economic Develop-
ment and Education. Improved ac-
cess to healthcare facilities, elder 
care and additional health related 
services are a top priority. I have 
a strong belief in the Osage people 
and their right to better healthcare 
and economic opportunities.

As a registered nurse, working 
within Indian Health and private 
systems, I’ve experienced how effi -
cient, quality healthcare should be 
delivered and managed. Through 
cooperative efforts with IHS and 
shared fi nancial investments, 
we can create a new system that 
meets the needs of all Osages. My 
management and facilitation expe-
rience will tremendously expedite 

the modernization of our health-
care delivery system.  

As a small business owner, I 
have personally experienced the 
joys and turmoil of owning a busi-
ness. Business planning services, 
access to credit, marketing oppor-
tunities and fi nancial literacy are 
all obstacles small business own-
ers face. As your Assistant Princi-
pal Chief, I will make a concerted 
effort to establish a true Osage 
Nation commerce department to 
assist Osage business owners with 
these and other needed services.

Educational assistance and op-
portunities for Osage citizens need 
to be enhanced. One planned ini-
tiative is the establishment of a 
non-profi t educational corporation 
to offer educational assistance for 
tribal citizens and help revitalize 
the language, culture, and history 
of the Osage people. The new non-
profi t corporation will encourage 
outside contributions, allow for ad-
ditional grant opportunities and 
expand existing services.

It is our responsibility to deter-
mine what type of life our children 

will enjoy, it begins with well orga-
nized tribal administration, busi-
ness minded leaders and listening 
to the ideas, needs and concerns 
of Osage people. We must provide 
better economic, educational and 
social programs for all of our Osage 
citizens. 

Current and past relevant ex-
perience include: Osage Nation 
Council Member, Board Chair 
Osage Nation Enterprises; Osage 
Home Health, Regional Repre-
sentative American Red Cross, 
Advisory Board American Nurses 
Association, Pawnee Service Unit 
Health Board, Oklahoma Area In-
dian Health Board Member, Osage 
Nation Health and Wellness Board 
Member, New Mexico Indian Nurs-
es Association Board of Directors 
and President Native American 

Native Alaskan Indian Nurses As-
sociation, 2009-2011.

My family and I are lifelong resi-
dents of Grey Horse and we have 
a distinguished history of Osage 
Tribal leadership. While growing 
up in Greyhorse, Osage traditions 
were a way of life, not something 
saved for special occasions. Tradi-
tional food, clothes and the Osage 
language were all common prac-
tices for our family.  I graduated 
from Fairfax High School and re-
ceived my Bachelors of Nursing 
from Pittsburg State College. I 
respectfully ask for your vote and 
look forward to sharing my vision 
for the Osage people with you. For 
more information on my campaign 
please visit www.ceceliatallchief.
com.

Curtis Oren Bear announces
bid for Osage Mineral Council
By Curtis Bear

My name is Curtis Oren Bear. 
My Osage name is In-gthon/gthe-
zhe, which means the Lynx and I 
am from the Greyhorse District. I 
am a direct descendant  from Ne-
Kah-Wan-She-Tun-Kah, the last 
hereditary Osage Chief of his band 
and the fi rst elected Chief of the 
Osage People. I’m also a former 
Drum Keeper and on the Grey-
horse I’lon ska War Dance commit-
tee. I am from the Bear Clan and 
descended from the Bear/Daniels 
families from Fairfax, Oklahoma. 
My family and myself own and live on restricted trust land in Osage 

Curtis Oren Bear
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Osage announces run for District
Attorney of Oklahoma’s District 10 
By Benny Polacca
Osage News

An Osage attorney announced 
March 3 he is running for District 
Attorney of Oklahoma’s District 10 
which covers Osage and Pawnee 
counties.

Jeff Jones, 51, is currently the 
First Assistant District Attorney 
for District 10 and will be running 
for the post in the November elec-
tion against an Oklahoma state 
representative and whoever has 

yet to announce their interest in 
the post.

“I think the (District Attorney’s) 
offi ce has to cooperate with law 
enforcement, with (the Depart-
ment of Human Services), with the 
Court Clerk, with the judges. We’re 
all in this together, we’re all doing 
the same thing” Jones said during 
his candidacy announcement in 

Pawhuska. “That’s one thing I’ve 
really strived to do is to create a 
strength of cooperation.”

Jones noted the majority of 
crimes committed in District 10 
stem from illegal drug possession, 
manufacturing and usage. He said 
in a news release he “plans on ag-
gressively prosecuting drug crimes 
in Osage and Pawnee Counties in 
a continuing effort to address the 
growing problem.”

Jones, who was born and raised 
in Skiatook, touted his efforts to 
remain in touch with local law 
enforcement as a strategy to keep 
strong communication with his of-
fi ce. 

“All the deputies have my cell 
phone number. They call me day 
and night… and that’s the way it 
ought to be,” he said. “If I can spend 
two minutes on the telephone and 
save them two hours of work or get 
a good arrest, that’s one good group 
– we’re all in this together.”

“Whenever the Sheriff’s Offi ce 
is out there in the middle of the 
night and make an arrest, When I 
get ready to fi le charges the next 
day, it’s up to me to look at that 
and make sure the person’s consti-
tutional rights were not violated,” 
Jones said. “It needs to be a good 
arrest, we don’t need to turn into 
criminals just to get an arrest.”

If Jones’s offi ce declines to fi le 
charges in a case, he said he dis-
cusses the case with the workers 
involved, which covers “this is how 
we’re going to do it better next 
time,” he said. “So I see the DA’s 
offi ce as an important part in a big-
ger scheme to protect people’s con-
stitutional rights.”

Jones told the 20-plus attendees 
at his announcement he is “very 
proud to be Osage, but I work for 
you all. I work for everybody in 
Osage County, not just one group 
or another group.” He also held a 
candidacy announcement for Paw-
nee County residents later that 
day.

Jones previous worked as a UPS 
truck driver for 18 years before 
getting “burnt out. There’s got to 
be more to life than this.” He then 
entered the University of Tulsa’s 
law school where he earned his 
Juris Doctor degree in 1999. Jones 
graduated from Skiatook High 
School in 1976 and also holds two 
business degrees from Oklahoma 
State University.

Jones worked in the private law 
practice fi eld before joining the 
District 10 DA’s offi ce as an assis-
tant district attorney in 2002. He 
has served as First Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney since 2006. 

Helen Norris, project director for 
Court Appointed Special Advocates 
(CASA) attended Jones’s Pawhus-
ka announcement and praised his 

Photo Courtesy of Jeff Jones

Jeff  Jones, candidate for Attorney Gen-
eral of Oklahoma District 10 in the No-
vember 2010 election.

work with clients in Pawnee Coun-
ty where her offi ce is located. “He’s 
nice, he’s honest, he’s a great guy,” 
said Norris whose organization 
works to fi nd volunteers to be court 
advocates for abused and neglected 
children in the court systems for 
Pawnee and Osage counties and 
the Pawnee Nation. 

Kalyn Free, Choctaw and a Tul-
sa-based attorney, also attended 
the event and said her organization, 
Indigenous Democratic Network 
List (INDN’s List), is endorsing 
Jones for offi ce. INDN’s List is 
devoted to recruiting and electing 
Native American candidates and 
mobilizing the Indian Vote nation-
wide on behalf of those candidates, 
according to its Web site. 

Larry Stuart, the current district 
attorney, announced last month 
that he will not seek re-election 
and plans to retire after 30-plus 
years in offi ce. He’s held the DA’s 
post since he was fi rst elected in 
1978. 

Stuart told The Bigheart Times 
he is supporting Jones’s run for his 
post. Jones will be running against 
State Rep. Rex Duncan of Sand 
Springs, who has also expressed in-
terest in running for the district at-
torney post. Duncan, a Republican 
lawyer and Oklahoma National 
Guard offi cer, represents District 
35 which covers Noble, Osage, 
Pawnee and Payne counties.

Oklahoma’s District 10 covers 
Osage and Pawnee counties. As of 
2008, the district comprised about 
61,800 residents with 45,489 liv-
ing in Osage County and 16,307 in 
Pawnee County, according to the 
U.S. Census Bureau.

“We’re all in this

together, we’re all

doing the same 

thing…that’s one 

thing I’ve really 

strived to do is

create a strength

of cooperation.”

–Jeff  Jones
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Wilma Mankiller, former Cherokee Nation 
Principal Chief and activist, diagnosed 
with advanced pancreatic cancer
The Cherokee Phoenix

TAHLEQUAH, Okla. – Former 
Principal Chief Wilma Mankiller, 
one of the few women ever to lead 
a major American Indian tribe, 
has been diagnosed with advanced 
pancreatic cancer, her husband 
said March 2.

Charlie Soap, Mankiller’s hus-
band and Cherokee Nation Com-
munity Services group leader, 
made the announcement in a 
March 2 news release. In it, Soap 
and the 64-year-old Mankiller stat-
ed that she has stage 4 metastatic 
pancreatic cancer but gave no oth-
er details.

“I decided to issue this state-
ment because I want my fam-
ily and friends to know that I am 
mentally and spiritually prepared 
for this journey, a journey that all 
human beings will take at one time 
or another,” Mankiller states. “It’s 
been my privilege to meet and be 
touched by thousands of people in 
my life, and I regret not being able 
to deliver this message personally 
to so many of you.” 

Mankiller served as principal 
chief from 1985 until retiring in 
1995. Prior to becoming principal 
chief, she served as deputy chief 
under Ross Swimmer. She as-
sumed the principal chief position 
and served out the remainder of 
the 1983-87 term after Swimmer 
resigned to take a Bureau of Indi-
an Affairs job in Washington, D.C. 
She was elected principal chief in 
1987 and 1991.

While principal chief, she vis-
ited in Washington with three 
U.S. presidents – Ronald Reagan, 
George H.W. Bush and Bill Clinton 
– to discuss tribal issues. Clinton 

presented her with the Presiden-
tial Medal of Freedom in 1998.

According to a CN press release, 
Mankiller was born in 1945 at 
W.W. Hastings Indian Hospital 
in Tahlequah. At age 10, her fam-
ily moved from Mankiller Flats 
in Adair County to San Francis-
co as part of the BIA Relocation 
Program, where she lived for two 
decades before returning to Okla-
homa in 1977.

With a bachelor’s degree in so-
cial science, she was the found-
ing director of the CN Community 
Development Department, which 
received national awards for inno-
vative use of self-help in housing 
and water projects in low-income 
Cherokee communities. 

She and Navajo Nation Presi-
dent Peterson Zah co-chaired a 

national conference between tribal 
leaders and Cabinet members that 
helped establish the Offi ce of Indi-
an Justice within the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice. Her tenure was 
also marked by new development, 
including several free-standing 
health clinics, an $11 million Job 
Corps center and services for chil-
dren and youth. She also led the 
team that developed the core busi-
nesses comprising the formerly 
named Cherokee Nation Enter-
prises, now Cherokee Nation Busi-
nesses.

She has authored, co-authored 
and co-edited several published 
works, including “Every Day is a 
Good Day” by Fulcrum Publishing, 
“Mankiller: A Chief and Her Peo-
ple” by St. Martin’s Press and “A 
Reader’s Companion to the History 
of Women in the U.S.” by Hough-
ton-Miffl in. 

She has served on several phil-
anthropic boards such as the Ford 
Foundation, the Ms. Foundation 
for Women and the Seventh Gen-
eration Fund.

She currently serves on the board 
of the Freedom Forum, as well as 
its subsidiary, the Newseum, a 
$400 million museum of the news 
being constructed on Pennsylvania 
Avenue in Washington to promote 
the First Amendment.

She has served on the external 
Diversity Advisory Council for 
Merrill Lynch and has presented 
more than 100 lectures on the chal-
lenges facing Native Americans 
and women. She has also served as 
the Wayne Morse Professor at the 
University of Oregon, where she 
helped teach a class about tribal 

government, law and life. In Sep-
tember, Northeastern State Uni-
versity in Tahlequah named her as 
its fi rst Sequoyah Institute Fellow.

Mankiller has achieved and ac-
complished much despite numer-
ous physical ailments. A 1979 car 
accident nearly claimed her life 
and resulted in 17 operations. She 
has suffered from a muscular dis-
order called myasthenia gravis and 
underwent a kidney transplant in 
1990. She has also battled lympho-
ma and breast cancer.

In her news release, Mankiller 
states she is “mentally and spiritu-
ally prepared for this journey.”

“I learned a long time ago that 
I can’t control the challenges the 
Creator sends my way, but I can 
control the way I think about them 
and deal with them,” she states. 
“On balance, I have been blessed 
with an extraordinarily rich and 
wonderful life, fi lled with incred-
ible experiences. And I am grateful 
to have a support team composed 
of loving family and friends.”

She states she plans to spend her 
time with family and close friends 
“and engaging in activities I enjoy.”

Current Principal Chief Chad 
Smith called Mankiller “a mentor 
and friend” and said it was diffi cult 
to express how much Mankiller has 
meant to both him and the tribe. 
He called Mankiller “a true patriot 
of the Cherokee Nation.” 

“I’ve got one story that helps 
sum up what kind of person she 
is,” Smith said. “The week after 
she received the Presidential Med-
al of Honor she was back home on 

Courtesy photo 

Former Cherokee Nation Chief Wilma 
Mankiller has been diagnosed with ad-
vanced pancreatic cancer.

See MANKILLER DIAGNOSED
—Continued on Page 13
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Election Debate
Join us May 8 and 9th for the fi rst ever 
Osage News political debates for the 

upcoming June 2010 elections.

Chief and Assistant Chief Debates
2-4 p.m. • Saturday, May 8th

Congressional Candidates
2-4 p.m. • Sunday, May 9th

Wah Zha Zhi Cultural Center
Pawhuska, OK

Moderator Bryan Pollard
Editor of the Cherokee Phoenix,

the Cherokee Nation’s tribal newspaper

Emcee Susan Shannon
Host of KGOU-KROU’s “Indian Times”

Rules for the debate and other information will be 
posted to osagenews.org in coming weeks and will 

be in the April edition of the Osage News

Watch the Osage News debates live
via the Osage Nation Web site on

www.osagetribe.com

Food and beverage provided by

Osage Million Dollar Elm Casino

is now online at

www.osagenews.org
Visit us on the Web for the latest news

and information! Plus there are new
stories and photos every day!

view. This electronic ballot system 
displays, counts, searches, sorts 
and audits electronic (scanned) im-
ages of the paper ballots cast. The 
scanned ballots are then brought 
up onto a computer screen which 
will be connected to a projector so 
that the election board staff can re-
view. 

The scanned ballot images can be 
displayed with the running count 
for each candidate on one side of 
the screen. If the election super-
visors choose, the members of the 
public can view a running periodic 
count of the election, as batches of 
ballots are scanned, according to 
TrueBallot.com.

Candidate fi ling deadlines are 
here; Absentee ballots available 

Candidates can fi le for their can-
didacies from March 15 through 
April 1. The cost for fi ling for Prin-
cipal Chief is $500, for Assistant 
Principal Chief is $400 and to fi le 
for a seat for Congress costs $300. 
For candidate fi ling forms visit the 
Election Board’s Web site.

Absentee ballot forms are avail-
able on the election board’s Web 
site under the information tab. A 
person can also obtain an absen-
tee ballot from the election offi ce 
in person, sending a letter or an 

electronic message to the election 
supervisor, or by fax.

Absentee ballots must be re-
quested in writing 20 days before 
the election. In this year’s election, 
absentee ballot requests will not be 
processed after May 18.

Voters must mail their absen-
tee ballots in a timely manner so 
they arrive in Pawhuska on June 
7 in order to be processed. Election 
staffers will begin counting absen-
tee ballots at 10 a.m. that morning. 

Any person that requests an ab-
sentee ballot but instead wishes 
to vote in person must give the 
election supervisor, or authorized 
designee on Election Day, their 
unused absentee ballot and sign 
an affi davit stating they received 
an absentee ballot but did not vote 
with it. 

All absentee ballot applications 
shall be processed by the election 
board staff, according to the Elec-
tion Law.

For more information about 
TrueBallot, Inc., visit their Web 
site at www.trueballot.com.

For more information about the 
June 7 election, candidate fi ling 
applications, absentee ballots, call 
the Election Board Offi ce at (918) 
287-5286 or visit their Web site 
at www.osagetribe.com/election-
board/.

VOTER REGISTRY
—Continued from Page 2
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OSAGE TRIBAL MUSEUM
World War I Exhibit

The Osage Tribal Museum is cur-
rently having a new exhibit cre-
ated for Osage WWI Veterans. If 
you have a WWI Veteran in your 
family please go online or come 
by the museum to verify that he 
is on our list of Veterans. Then 
you can contact the Osage Tribal 
Museum to be sure we have a 
photograph of your Veteran that 
is acceptable to the family.

This exhibit 
will be per-
manent and 
needs to con-

tain the best and highest quality photo-
graphs available. Please help us construct 
this exhibit to honor our Osageswho served 
the United States and the Osage Nation in 
WWI.

OSAGE TRIBAL MUSEUM
819 Grandview Avenue • Pawhuska, OK 74056

Mailing: Box 779 • Pawhuska, OK 74056

“Oldest Tribally-Owned Museum in North America”

www.osagetribe.com/museum • rkohnle@osagetribe.org

918.287.5441

and Wellness; Culture; Housing Development; Economic Development; 
Tribal Gaming; Reservation Preservation; Osage Nation Government 
Accountability and Constitutional Amendment.

I will not promise that I can fi nd the solutions to all of these issues. 
But, I can guarantee I will work my hardest and give my very best, to 
fi nd every best positive solution that will benefi t, not just a few of our 
Osage people, but our entire Nation. 

I am available by both phone and email. I am looking forward to per-
sonally meeting you during the next thirteen weeks.  My number is 918-
955-6809. My email address is hill4onc2010@yahoo.com.

I humbly and respectfully ask my Osage people to please allow me the 
opportunity to earn your confi dence, earn your trust, and earn your vote. 
I will stand by my word; stand up for what’s right for our people, withour 
people!

HILL ANNOUNCES BID
—Continued from Page 6 MANKILLER DIAGNOSED

—Continued from Page 11

the front porch of her family’s 
church. It was Memorial Day 
and there were decorations at 
the cemetery and it struck me 
how she could be just as com-
fortable meeting with the presi-
dent as she was with her own 
people, honoring her ancestors. 
It was an image of someone 
who was truly humble, and you 
don’t meet too many people like 
that.” 

Mankiller wrote that if peo-
ple want to send her a message, 
they can e-mail her at wilmap-
mankiller@yahoo.com.

Editor’s note: This story was 
originally published on chero-
keephoenix.org and is used with 
permission.

Honorary Doctorate 
Degrees:

• Yale University
• Dartmouth College
• Smith College
• Mills College
• Northern Arizona 

University
• University of Oklahoma
• Oklahoma City University
• Oklahoma State University
• Tulsa University
• Drury College
• Saint Mary-of-the-Woods
• Rhode Island College
• New England University
• Northeastern State 

University

Honors:
• Presidential Medal of 

Freedom
• Montgomery Fellowship, 

Dartmouth College
• The Chubb Fellowship, 

Timothy Dwight College, 
Yale University

• San Francisco State 
University, Hall of Fame

• San Francisco State 
Alumna of the Year (1988)

• International Women of 
Distinction Award, Alpha 
Delta Kappa

• Oklahoma Hall of Fame
• Oklahoma Women’s Hall 

of Fame
• National Women’s Hall 

of Fame
• International Women’s 

Forum Hall of Fame
• Minority Business Hall 

of Fame
• Women of the Year, 

Oklahoma Federation 
of Indian Women

• Woman of the Year, 
Ms. Magazine

• Celebration of Heroes, 
Newsweek cover story

• ABC Person of the Week, 
ABC Nightly News

• National Racial Justice 
Award

• Henry G. Bennett Distin-
guished Service Award, 
Oklahoma State University

• John W. Gardner 
Leadership Award, 
Independent Sector

• United States Public 
Health Service Leadership 
Award

• Humanitarian Award, 
National Conference of 
Christians and Jews

• The Dorothy Height Life-
time Achievement Award

• The Elizabeth Blackwell 
Award

• 50 Most Infl uential People 
of the Century, in 
Oklahoma

• 50 Most Important People 
in the U.S., Who’s Who

• Hero, Glamour Magazine, 
2006
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Ninth Annual Caney Valley
Indian Education Pow Wow

April 24, 2010
2 p.m. to 11 p.m.

Caney Valley High School Main Gym
Caney, Kansas

Gourd Dancing 2 to 5 p.m. • Dinner Break 5 to 6 p.m.
Gourd Dancing 6 to 7 p.m. • Grand Entry 7 p.m.

HEAD STAFF
Head Man Dancer ~ Rusty Brown

Head Lady Dancer ~ Sarah Scimeca
Jr. Man Dancer ~ Corey Allen

Jr. Lady Dancer ~ Bethany Bowers
Head Singer / Drum ~ John D. Ballard

Host Gourd Group
Lenape Gourd Dance Society

Head Color Guard
Lenape Color Guard

Arena Directors ~ Walter Dye
Master of Ceremonies ~ Rob Blalock
Honored Elder ~ Fred Spotted Bear

Honored Guest ~ Deana Wagner

Contests (No Contest Combined)
Men and Boys Only

Straight • Traditional • Grass • Fancy
Women and Girls Only

Cloth • Buckskin • Jingle • Fancy Shawl

Tiny Tots
Vendor Booths • Pow Wow Drum Raffl e, Shawl, Quilt, and 50/50 Raffl es

Consultants: Danny Scott and John Sumpter

Need Vendors: Please call Marsha Wilmoth (620) 515-0660

Graphic Submitted

Screen capture of VotingOsage.org.

candidate information for those running for principal chief, assistant 
principal chief and six Osage Nation Congress seats in the June 7 elec-
tion. Candidate information, such as campaign Web site links, personal/ 
professional histories and platform descriptions, have been posted by 
those who have expressed interest in running.

The Nation’s Election Offi ce started accepting candidate’s applications 
on March 15 and will do so through April 1.

Red Corn and friends David Meneely, Jerry Wolf Duff-Sellers and 
Sterlin Harjo are behind the scenes of votingosage.org and have been 
collecting information and building the Web site in their spare time with 
plans to continue adding election-related information up until the elec-
tion. Red Corn and Duff-Sellers have family members running for offi ce, 
but both say votingosage.org does not favor certain candidates and al-
lows public comments to be posted by online users.

“We hope to create some online discussion and to make as much infor-
mation available,” Duff-Sellers said adding he hopes the Web site gives 
voters “more than gossip to rely on.” Red Corn’s father, Congressman 
Raymond Red Corn, is seeking re-election and Duff-Sellers’s uncle, Carl 
“Chico” Sellers is running for principal chief.

“We’re going to send invitations to the candidates to be contributors 
for the Web site,” Red Corn said. Red Corn and his friends also plan on 
interviewing the candidates on video and posting the video clips to the 
Web site with Harjo doing the shooting.

Each candidate will be allowed a fi ve-minute unedited interview for 
the Web site, Duff-Sellers said. 

“It’s meant to be constructive and not tear anybody down,” Red Corn 
said of the ever-changing Web site. “It will always be a work in progress.”

WEB SITE LAUNCHES
—Continued from Page 3

fi t. We can and should pull together as a team and work for the common 
good. 

I support the concept of an Attorney General for the Osage Nation. 
There is such a bill being proposed and needs to move forward. Such a 
position could lead and coordinate any investigations into wrongdoing 
as well as render legal opinions concerning constitutional issues. In con-
junction with the Attorney General bill, I will support a strong Whistle 
Blower Act to protect our Nation’s employees who come forward with 
valid information concerning any corruption in our operation. 

I am also keen to establish senior housing in all our districts. This is 
long overdue and some of our elders are in need. 

My other goals include support for education of our young people; sup-
port for the language program and other cultural activities; insure fair 
wages and benefi ts for our employees and I will rise to protect our Sov-
ereignty. We must come together as a team, as One People, united, to 
achieve these goals. 

I look forward to meeting you and discussing these and other issues 
with you and listening to your concerns. I will be on the campaign trail as 
much as time and job duties allow. Also my contact email is webbuonc@
gmail.com. I appreciate your consideration on Election Day.

WEBB CANDIDACY
—Continued from Page 8
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See DATING VIOLENCE AWARENESS
—Continued on Page 16

Director: Teens at ‘high risk’ for
dating violence more than adults 
Osage Nation Counseling 
Center, law enforcement 
workers raise dating 
violence awareness
By Benny Polacca
Osage News

LaVina Clark addressed a crowd during an Osage Nation Counseling 
Center event about dating violence when a cell phone rang several times 
belonging to a teenage girl seated in the audience. 

“You don’t have to respond,” Clark said while standing over the girl’s 
shoulder and after the phone’s text message alert rang twice in less than 
a minute. “Who has gotten texts like this over and over and over again 
from your boyfriend?” asks Clark, who is the counseling center’s domes-
tic violence administrator.

The girl says she is receiving messages from “Mr. Wonderful” who ini-
tially texts that “he misses you already,” but later asks “what’s wrong, 
why haven’t you texted me back yet?” after she fails to reply promptly. 
Soon “Mr. Wonderful” follows-up with more somber messages including: 
“Who are you talking to?” and “I guess you don’t love me now.”

This unfolding scene is a make-believe example set up by Counsel-
ing Center offi cials to illustrate what could occur in an abusive dating 
relationship during its second annual “Girls Night Out” event Feb. 18 in 
Pawhuska. 

This year’s event theme is “He Loves Me, He Loves Me Not” and is 
being held in accord with February’s designation as National Dating Vi-
olence Awareness and Prevention Month. Law enforcement and counsel-
ing offi cials who work cases with domestic/ dating violence involved are 
advising the public to be aware that newer technologies that are popular 
among teenagers, like cell phones and Internet social networking sites, 
can also be used to harass and attack others. 

Virginia Elsey, the counseling center’s director, says harassment via 
text messages can occur on both the male and female’s part in a relation-
ship, which could lead to stalking. 

“They push your buttons, that’s what they try to do to get a reaction 
out of you,” she said of potential abusers.  

“Teens are at a high risk for intimate partner violence than adults,” 
Elsey said adding “females ages 16 to 24 are more vulnerable… than any 
other age group. One out of fi ve female high school students report being 
physically or sexually abused by their dating partner.” 

Osage County Sheriff’s Deputy Dale Hunter, who also spoke at the 
event, cited U.S. Department of Justice statistics which report 17.6 per-
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DATING VIOLENCE AWARENESS
—Continued from Page 15

cent of U.S. women have survived 
a completed or attempted rape, of 
these 21.6 percent were younger 
than 12 and 32.4 percent were be-
tween ages 12 and 17.

Oklahoma State Parks offi cer 
Nick Connor, who joined Hunter, 
noted that online social network-
ing sites, such as Facebook and 
MySpace, could be dangerous if 
someone is “friends” with someone 
who is obsessive. “Those are the 
worse things ever if stalkers use it 
to keep track of people.”

Hunter advises the best advice 
females can follow if they believe 
they are in danger of being at-
tacked is to leave the situation 
or “run” because of the physical 
strength difference between fe-
males and males.

“You cannot fi x a bad man, so 
forget it,” Hunter said. “If a man 
would beat you, it’s going to get 
worse. If he’d start out like that, 
it’s going to get worse.” 

Hunter says one reason people 
should leave a potentially violent 
situation is because a person may 
experience an adrenaline rush 
which could work against the per-
son if he or she doesn’t know how 
to react. 

“The effects of adrenaline can be 
devastating especially if you’re not 
prepared for it,” Hunter said add-
ing personal defense techniques 
can backfi re if used improperly or 
at a slow rate. 

If people do choose to carry weap-
ons (mace, Tazers, guns, etc.) for 
self-defense, Hunter advises peo-
ple should learn how to use them. 
“Make sure you know how to use 
them, especially a gun.” 

Teen dating violence not only 
occurs in physical assault form 
(hitting, slapping and spitting, for 
example), but it can also strike vic-
tims verbally, emotionally, sexu-
ally and even fi nancially where 

the abuser steals money “in order 
to control the other person,” said 
Elsey, a domestic violence survivor 
who has worked at the counseling 
center since 2002.

Elsey advises people to be aware 
of warning signs of a relationship 
which could become abusive.

The potential abuser may en-
gage in verbal attacks, name-call-
ing and tell the other person “no 
one else will date you,” she said. 

The person may also: blame the 
victim for a situation; break or hit 
personal items, check up on the 
person constantly; isolate the other 

person from family and friends; be 
over sensitive (cry and beg to keep 
the relationship); and show jeal-
ousy and possessiveness “so you’re 
the center of their attention.”

“You have to look at this relation-
ship,” Elsey said. “Is it healthy? Do 
you feel good about it? You have 
to look at it and see the warning 
signs… there’s help out there.”

For more information about dat-
ing violence visit the Counseling 
Center’s Web site at www.osag-
etribe.com/counseling. The center’s 
24-hour crisis line can be reached 
toll-free at (866) 897-4747.

Osage Nation 
Workforce 
Development 
Program
Information
By Louise Cheshewalla, 
Osage Nation Education 
Department Training 
Coordinator

The Osage Nation Work-
force Development program 
is able to assist adult Native 
Americans with a federal 
CDIB, living in Osage Coun-
ty, and who meet income 
guidelines with assistance 
for long term classroom 
training and short term 
training at a vocational 
training institute.  For more 
information please contact 
Louise Cheshewalla, Train-
ing Coordinator with the 
Osage Nation Education De-
partment at 1-800-390-6724 
or 918-287-5303.

Letters to the Editor 
Submissions

If you’d like to submit a 

letter to the editor, mail it to  

the Osage News, Attn.: Shan-

non Shaw, 627 Grandview, 

Pawhuska, OK 74056; email 

sshaw@osagenews.org, or fax 

to (918) 287-5563. Letters 

must be respectful and infor-

mative to the reader, and may 

be edited for grammar, clarity 

and space.
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Scott BigHorse announces bid for Assistant Principal Chief
Ha Weh! My name is Scott N. 

BigHorse and I am a candidate for 
the offi ce of Assistant Chief. My 
paternal great grandparents were 
Andrew and Laura BigHorse and 
my maternal great grandparents 
were Tobe and Mary (Trumbly) 
Pearson. My Osage name is Ki He 
Kah Tah and I am from the Wa 
Kah Ko Lin District of Pawhuska

The offi ce of Assistant Chief is 
an extremely important position 
requiring unique leadership abili-
ties. I am the only candidate for As-
sistant Chief who has this unique 
leadership ability having actual 
legislative experience in a three-
branch form of government having 
served as the State Representative 
for Osage County. Prior to serv-
ing as State Representative, I had 
twenty-four years of experience 
working with the State: thirteen 
years at the D. Conner Correction-
al Center (DCCC), and nine years 
contracting with the state opening 
the only co-facilitated Juvenile De-
tention Center in the state. In ad-
dition to my experience as a State 
Legislator, the following are a few 
of the credentials illustrating my 
leadership ability:

• In 1990, named Correctional 
Offi cer of the Year for “DCCC”.

• In 1991, named Correctional 

Offi cer of the Year for Division 
1 Institutions (out of 12 facili-
ties).

• In 2001, I opened the only Co-
Facilitated Juvenile Detention 
Center inside an adult county 
jail.

• In 2003, I was promoted from 
Director of the Juvenile Deten-
tion Center to Assistant Direc-
tor of Youth Services of Osage 
County.

• I sit on the City of Pawhuska 
Planning and Zoning Board.

• Current Chairman for the 
Friends of the Osage 
Language, LLC.

• Member of the Board of 
Directors for Edwin Fair 
Mental Health.

• Peace Offi cer Certifi ed by the 
Council on Law Enforcement 
Education and Training.

• In 2006, I was elected as the 
Osage County Representative 
to the 51st Oklahoma State 
Legislature. 

When elected, I vow to utilize the 
experience I gained as a State Rep-
resentative to bridge the current 
gap between the Executive and 
Legislative Branches in order to 
continue moving the Osage people 

forward in a positive and progres-
sive atmosphere.

As a Shareholder, I want to as-
sure you that I believe our head 
rights are personal property be-
longing to the shareholders and 
their descendants and should con-
tinue to be held in trust as such by 
the United State government. I am 
also dedicated to promoting pro-
grams for our children and grand-
children and doing more to help 
our Elders and Veterans.

It is imperative that we put 
aside egos and personality confl icts 
while conducting business for our 
Osage people.

To accomplish these goals, I will 
present ideas that will make our 
new government more effective 
and  transparent such as imple-
menting some form of accountabili-
ty for every stream of revenue that 
comes into the Tribe (with the ex-
ception of the minerals estate) and 
exactly where it goes by utilizing 
both internal and external audits.  
I look forward to sharing more of 
my vision in the coming months. I 
am always available for questions 
and may be reached via email at
scottbighorse@sbcglobal.net or by 
phone (918) 287-7281.

Scott BigHorse

County. We live on original homestead land from my Great Grandmoth-
er Ester OnHand. I attended Bishop Kelley High School in Tulsa, Okla-
homa and St. Gregory College in Shawnee, Oklahoma. I have a daughter 
Jamie and son Elijah, who also are involved and participate in the I’lon 
ska War Dances. 

The mineral estate and the shareholders must be protected in this 
time of economic uncertainty; the Osage Nation is currently facing major 
lawsuits and some unnecessary lawsuits, I believe that you must vote 
for leaders that have a foresight not only in the future but now in our 
travesty of time. Our mineral estate has brought us into the future and 
it will take us forth into more prosperous years ahead. I know that the 
mineral estate and the shareholders are the backbone of our Osage Na-
tion not only in 1906 but now and into the future. The mineral estate and 
the shareholders are the reason why we have a nation now; our forefa-
thers protected our families and we must protect our children and their 
children and the future of our Nation. 

I know that I am ready to be a voice for our people. Since as a child I 
have gone to the mineral council with my mother and father, I have sat 
and listen to our elders discussing our future and the old ways, watched 
the auction of our leases and the abundance of prosperity that our min-
eral estate has brought to the Osage Nation. The last eight years, plus 
the knowledge that I have required over the years, have prepared myself 
for this time. I have been listening and asking question, traveling and 
watching. I have been involved with the shareholders (which I belong), I 
have attended the mineral council and the last four-years watched with 
disappointment as our great mineral council that our forefathers estab-
lished has dwindled. 

I asked for your vote to bring our minerals and shareholders into the 
future, we are the backbone of our Great Nation now and the future. I 
will serve you with Honor and Integrity I will be your Voice!

Vote Curtis Oren Bear candidate for Mineral Council in the June Elec-
tion!

BEAR ANNOUNCES BID
—Continued from Page 9
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This is not an alphabet. The symbols represent sound only. Practice writing and 
pronouncing these symbols everyday. For more information, please contact the 
Osage Nation Language Program at (918) 287-5505 (Pawhuska), (918) 642-3185 
(Fairfax), (918) 287-5583 (Hominy), (918) 287-5547 (Edmond), and (918) 287-5547 
(Skiatook) or visit us on the Web at http://www.osagetribe.org/language.
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Osage wins gold in 3A State Wrestling title
The Bigheart Times

In the third overtime period of 
the 160 pound 3A championship 
match, Dax Perrier leaned gently 
against Cascia Hall’s Mikey Sut-
ton and mentally prepared for the 
fi nal 30 seconds of his high school 
wrestling career.

If only the monkey on Perrier’s 
back would be so gentle.

This was not unfamiliar terri-
tory for Perrier; he had made it to 
the fi nals in both 2008 and 2009.  
Both times he had to settle for the 
next-to-the-top step on the win-
ner’s platform while Huskie moms 
and dads took photos for the scrap-
book.  He knew that few make it 
even this far, but that knowledge 
was not enough.  The monkey on 
Perrier’s back would only disap-
pear if he stood on the top step of 
the winner’s platform. In order to 
get there, he had to focus on a task 
that was simple to understand but 
extraordinarily diffi cult to execute.

In the next 30 seconds, no mat-
ter what happened, he could not let 
go of Mikey Sutton.

It had been much simpler with 
his two previous tournament op-
ponents. Perrier, a senior, had 
drawn on his six years of wrestling 
experience to put both opponents 
on their backs in the quarterfi nal 
and semifi nal rounds.  Pauls Val-
ley’s Bo McKee lasted just over a 
minute against Perrier, and in the 
semi’s Perrier came out like a man 
possessed and dispatched Billy 
Molholland of Vian in just over two 
minutes.

Compared to those two matches, 
this one was looking tame.  Cau-
tious, both wrestlers stayed on 
their feet in the fi rst, although 
Sutton, also a senior, was warned 
early for stalling.

In the second period Perrier 
scored immediately with an es-
cape, and led 1-0.  Sutton matched 
that point with his own escape in 
period three, forcing the fi rst over-
time that was little more than a 
long dance.

In the second overtime, Perrier 
scored his second escape and led 
2-1.  Now Sutton had 30 seconds to 

do the same, or the monkey on Per-
rier’s back wouldn’t have far to go 
to fi nd a new home.

As he approached Sutton and 
waited for the starting whistle, 
Perrier recalls a short conversation 
inside his head.

“I just told myself I was gonna do 
it.”

And he did.
“As soon as the whistle blew, I 

got the tightwaist” recalls Perrier, 
describing a hard-to-remove arm 
around Sutton’s waist that gave 
Perrier excellent control over Sut-
ton’s motion, making his escape 
improbable.

The Huskie wrestling faithful 
knew what it meant as soon as 
Perrier put the move in and took 
Sutton face-down on the mat. The 
countdown was on, morphing into 
a crescendo of cheers reserved for 
those that work long and hard at 
one of the most diffi cult and de-
manding of high school sports.

With the fi nal whistle, the cham-
pionship belonged to Dax Perrier.

Dax Perrier’s father, Mike, knew 
exactly how Dax felt.  

Courtesy Photo/Bigheart Times

Dax Perrier celebrates his win at the 3A State Wrestling Championships in Oklahoma 
City’s Cox Center.

Courtesy Photo/Bigheart Times 

Perrier hugs Pawhuska High School Wrestling coach Martin Parks after his win.

Exactly.
In 1990, Mike Perrier was a 136 

pound Huskie wrestling champi-
on. Dax’s achievement made the 
pair the fi rst father-son wrestling 
champions in Pawhuska history, 
a feat announced over Oklahoma 
City’s Cox Center loudspeakers.

The announcement produced 
both cheers and tears, the former 
from the orange-clad fans in the 
stands, and the latter from a proud 
father watching his son climb to a 
place reserved for the very best.

And that pesky primate?  
He’s had a change of address, 

and now attends a fi ne private 
school in Tulsa.

Perrier, a member of the Osage 
Nation, sports a 3.9 grade average 
and accepted a wrestling scholar-
ship from the University of Okla-
homa last November.

Editor’s Note: This story was 
originally published by The Big-
heart Times and is used with per-
mission.
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Photo by Chalene Toehay/Osage News 

Men’s Southern Straight line up after their contest at the 2010 Osage Nation Sover-
eignty Day Celebration in Pawhuska on March 11.

Sovereignty Day 
2010 Celebration

Photo by Chalene Toehay/Osage News

Geneva Horsechief-Hamilton dances during the Women’s Cloth category at the 2010 
Osage Nation Sovereignty Day Celebration on March 11.
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Photo by Chalene Toehay/Osage News 

Ladies sing at the drum during the Gourd 
Dance session of the 2010 Osage Na-
tion Sovereignty Day Celebration at the 
Osage County Fairgrounds in Pawhuska 
on March 11.

Photo by Chalene Toehay/Osage News 

Osage Nation Principal Chief Jim Gray 
gives his State of the Nation speech 
during the 2010 Osage Nation Sover-
eignty Day Celebration on March 11.
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Jan Hewitt was the fi rst woman elected to the Solano County Board of Supervisors

Osage living in California
named “Woman of the Year”
Osage News

An Osage woman living in North-
ern California has been named 
“Woman of the Year” by the Solano 
County Library Foundation as part 
of recognizing March as National 
Women’s History Month.

Hewitt received her honor during 
the foundation’s “Writing Women 
Back into History” luncheon on 
March 12. She made history in the 
area when she was the fi rst woman 
elected to the Solano County Board 
of Supervisors in 1978 - a post she 
held until 1987.

Hewitt is the daughter of Alice 
and Joseph Revelette, who served 
seven terms as an Osage Tribal 
Councilman starting with the 17th 
Council in 1946. Hewitt now re-
sides in Fairfi eld with her husband 
Albert Hewitt where she is active-

ly involved with the Presbyterian 
Church Child Haven Inc. and a 
legislative committee for Paradise 
Valley Estates, a retirement com-
munity for retired and honorably 
discharged military offi cers and 
their spouses.

Courtesy Photo

Jan Hewitt named “Woman of the Year” by Solano County Library Foundation in 
Northern California.
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Do you know this person?
The Osage Nation Membership 

Offi ce needs your help in locating 
the correct address for these in-
dividuals. If you know the where-
abouts of one or more of these 
individuals please call the mem-
bership offi ce at (918) 287-5390. 
Names are listed with last, fi rst 
and middle

Adams,Colton James 
Aldridge, Patricia Earlene 
Allen, Logan James 
Allen, Mary Rose 
Anderson, Christopher Douglas 
Anderson, Eric Lucas 
Anderson, Sarah Rhea 
Andrae, Cindy Marie 
Atterberry, Bobbie Lee 
Austin, John Scott 
Bargas, Michael Joel 
Barnett, Janet  
Barnett, Ralph Raymond 
Beadle, Clarissa Nicole 
Bear, Benjamin Joseph 
Bell, Alynne Lyons 
Bennett, Theodore Oliver 
Billingsley, Jay Oscar Jr.
Binning, Joseph L. 
Block, Lawrence Dwight 
Block, Robert Vincent 
Bohannan, Eric Lee 
Boone, Francis Maynard 
Boulanger, Angela Rachelle 
Boulanger, Jason Dwight 
Bowlin, Gale Lynn 
Bradshaw, Thomas Lewis 
Bragg, Lovena Rose 
Brennan, Katherine Ann 
Brennan, Patrick Michael 
Briggs, Virginia Marie 
Briley, John Lee 
Brothers, John Oscar 
Brown, William Parrish 
Bruce, Cody Wade 
Burkhart, Catherine Lillian 
Burrough, Brian Anderson 
Burruss, Amos Andrew Jr.
Burruss, Thomas David 
Callahan, Deborah Lynne 
Campbell, Anthony Ernest 
Campbell, Bryan Alan 

Campbell, Matthew Allen 
Carmichael, Robert Larry 
Carpenter, Jarod Vernon 
Carter, Taylor Jaren 
Carvajal, Julia Ann 
Case, William Clyde
Cass, Anthony Newton
Cass, Melony Renee
Catlett, Sara JoEllen
Cecil, Shannon Anissa
Chaney, Ross 
Clawson, Randall John
Clopp, Shelby Ann
Conwell, Betty Jean
Cooper, Elwood Elmer
Copeland, Brian Jay
Cortado, Tamara Wynn
Corum, James Robert
Cosby, Heather Laverne
Courtney, Chaney Lee
Cox, Abbie Ryan
Cranston, Jamie Melissa 
Cresap, Gina Lee 
Crowder, William Benjamin 
Cuffel, Kelly Jean 
Dale, James Andrew 
Davenport, Gene Evans 
Davis, Jimmy Dale 
Davis, Richard Abraham 
Davis, Skyler Blue 
De Rosa, Holly Kay 
DeNoya, Jeremy Daniel 
Dilley, Jennie Mae Georgianna 
Dolson, Kimberly Elaine 
Dossett, Patrick Collins 
Dreadfulwater, Andrew  III
Ducotey, Howard Stanislaus Jr.
Duffey, Ann Estelle
Eads, Cassiopia Rose
Eastham, Erika Dawn
Eaton, Deborah Sue
Eaves, Joseph Mongrain
Elliott, Marcia Ann
Ellis, Amanda Michelle
Ellis, Frederick Edward
Ellis, Melissa Dawn
England, Michael William
Enos, LaRonda O’Dell
Epley, Cameron Charles
Eppinette, Nathaniel Thomas
Fee, Dustin Prefontaine
Fetterhoff, Leslea Ann
Fetterhoff, Mary L

Filener, Tobias James 
Finneran, Edward Powers III
Fish, Cheri Lynn 
Fish, Sarah Ann 
Fitch, Mary Marjo 
Fletcher, Paul James 
Forbes, Michael Steven 
Franklin, Karen Kay 
Frick, Morin Mae 
Gandee, Thomas Patrick 
Garcia, Joshua Allen 
George, Brandon Scott 
Gervais, Dara Christin 
Gervais, Elisa Baird 
Gervais,Gabrielle Laura 
Gervais, Roy Charles 
Glory, Beverly Ann
Goad, Bryan Earl
Goggleye, Mark Wayne
Gokey, Tyrone Stuart
Goodell, Laura Lea
Graves, Gary 
Graves, Simon Francis
Gray, Brett Raoul
Green, Michael John
Greer, Courtney Catharine
Gustavus, Amy Lynn
Haines, Sharon Jean
Hall, Teresa Kay
Hamilton, Susan Rose
Hanna, Adam Eugene
Harder, Vanessa Kennedy
Hardin, Brenda Sue 
Harris, Michael Leon 
Harrison, Demaris Ann 
Harrison, Mikel Renee’ 
Hashbarger, Gennie Lou Ellen 
Hashbarger, Kevin Ray 
Hays, Deborah Lynn 
Hedges, Tyler Lee 
Hefl in, Benjamin Van 
Hempel, Mary (Maria) 
Hendrickson, Sharon Kay 
Hernandez, Tiffany Cassandra 
Hickman, Mark Ernest Jr.
High, Luther Lee 
Highfi eld, Derrick Michael 
Hildebrand, John Jeffery 
Hill, Debra Ann
Hoffman, Taylor Ashtyn
Hooper, Korie Jo
Hopkins, Lynn Houston
Howard, Janita Dawn

Howell, Elijah Anthony Bear
Hutson, Tonya Marie
Jackson, James Kiefer
Jackson, Mellissa Dawn
Jacobs, Jonathan Michael Wade
Jake, Mary Catherine
Johnson, LF 
Johnson, Marla Louise
Johnson, Natalie Jeanette
Jones, Brandon Gene
Jones, Heather Leonna
Jones, Michael Bartholomew 
Jones, Zachary Ryan 
Kastl, Gary Lee 
Kays, Jerome Otto 
Kays, Katherine Magdeline 
Kemble, William Allen 
Kennedy, Amanda Kie 
Kenworthy, Edmund Kennedy II
Kerr, Rebecca Dawn 
Kinkaid, Rainey  
Kirk, Thomas Christopher 
Labadie, Kenton Aaron 
Laurie, Betty Jean 
Layman, Christopher Steven 
Layman, Mark Steven 
Le Sage, Katherine Suzanne 
Le Sage, Megan Jean
Lee, Richard W.
Leonard, Donna Jean
Lewis, Deborah Sue
Lockett, Kristen Belle
Logan, Phillip Earl
Long, Richard Martin
Lovett, Brian Glen
Lovett, Rachel Ann
Lynn, Amberly Kristine
Macom, Jason Matthew
Maker, Elizabeth Mae
Marckesano, Kathryn Michele
Marckesoni, Cirillo Carlton
Markham, Joseph Lee
Marling, Michael James
Marshall, Frederick Eugene 
Marshall, Joshua James 
Marshall, William Charles 
Mason, Margaret Rose 
Mastramico, Michael Edward 
Mathis, Christopher Ted 
Mays, Paul Jean Jr.
McAnally, Jeromy Scott 

See MEMBERSHIP HELP
—Continued on Page 25
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MEMBERSHIP HELP
—Continued from Page 24

McCarty, Elizabeth Anne 
McCarty, Linda Christine 
McClain, Terrence Lee 
McCoy, Michael Stephen 
McDonald, Paul Thomas 
McGreevy, Lynn Rebecca 
McKee, Glenn Justin 
McKinney, Timothy Carl 
McNiel, Robert Justin
Merriman, Brian Keith
Miller, Kortney Nichole
Monday, Shelley Rynae
Moore, Steven Lyle
Morrison, Jason Matthew
Morrison, Jeffrey Eugene
Murneeks, Kris Wesley
Murray, Dana Sue
Myatt, Judith Eileen
Myers, Leslie Halcyon
Myers, Vanessa Dawn
Neff, Joseph Wilson
Noble, Scott Howard
Noe, Jeffrey Steven
Norris, Brandy Francis
Nunn, Kathryn Rose
Oberly, Jennifer Lauren
O’Brien, James Richard

O’Neal, Jessica Ann
Overton, Jasmine Rose
Palmer, Lela Mae
Pangburn, John Randolph
Panther, John Clark
Park,Ben Wallace
Park, Brandon Shane
Parrish, Theodore Gerald
Parsons, Anthony Glenn
Paschen, Elizabeth Maria
Patrick, Aleacia Michele
Paul, Catherine Sue
Perez, Anthoni Len
Perrier, Joseph Richard
Perrigo, Michael Lee
Persinger, Amanda Leigh
Peterson, Steven Catherine
Ponca, Felicia Alexandra
Porter, Karen Ann
Porter, Philip Craig
Potter, Heath Aric
Potter, Melissa Suzanne
Pratt, Kacie Renae
Pratt, Vicki Lea
Primeaux, Duncan Lamont
Pruett, Melanie Dawn
Pryor, Antwine Dwain

Pryor, John Roscoe
Radford, Martha Ann
Ready, Earl Thomas Jr.
Reber, Todd Eric 
RedCorn, Joshua Douglas 
RedCorn, Moira Ambrose 
Reedy, Heather Diane 
Revard, Harmony Michelle 
Revard, Susan Jean 
Riley, Ashley Rae 
Robedeaux, Sheryl Ann 
Robertson, Quentin Mark 
Robinson, Bobette Louise 
Rodriquez, Vera Elizabeth 
Rucker, Amanda Anne 
Ruettger, Nan  
Salinas, Audra Lois 
Sauls, Barbara Kay 
Schroeder, Holly Marie 
Scott, Cassandra Colleen 
Scott, Karen Rose 
Seed, Skylar Machia 
Sharp, Krista Dawn 
Sheppard, James Marshall 
Sims, Brittney Azlee 
Sitterly, Lena Renae 
Small, Cathy Dean 

Smith, Antone Edward 
Smith, Jayme Renay 
Smith, Kaleb Scott 
Smith, Katie Elizabeth 
Smith, Kyle James 
Smith, Roy Edward 
Snavely, Ralph Albert III
Snodgrass, Jordan James 
Spinks, David Wayne 
Spitler, Michael Wayne 
Standridge, Roger Lee 
Steeprock, Bianca Nicole 
Stewart, Scott Harold 
Sullivan, Holly Ann 
Supernaw, William James IV
Swaffar, Chelsea Rae 
Sweeden, William Joseph 
Tallchief, Ashley Maria 
Taylor, Kelli Jae 
Taylor, Natassia Danielle 
Tecumseh, Amos Samuel Jr.
Thomason, Mary Ann 
Thompson, James Dallas 
Thornton, Mary Rebecca 
Tiger, Roman Kent 
Tinker, Jill  
Tinker, Pamela Ruby 
Trumbly, Candice E 
Turner, Charles Joseph 
Turner, Nathan Eli 
Tusler, Rachel Ferron 
Walker, Robert Lee Jr.
Waller, Catherine Jean 
Wangenheim, Sean Michael 
Ward, Jeremy Rick 
West, Tammy Marie 
Whitehorn, Penny Lynn 
Williams, Erin Leigh 
Williams, Jill Ann 
Willis, Natalie Diane 
Wills, Monette Anne 
Wilson, Andrew Thomas 
Wilson, Michael Joseph 
Wilson, Monica M. 
Wilson, Rebecca Lynn 
Winnett, Earl Printon 
Wolfvoice, Max Joseph Jr.
Wolfvoice, Peggy Sue 
Wondergem, Diana Routh 
Woodard, John Gill 
Woods, Anthony Joseph 

Got Milk? We Do!
 If your child is under 5, if you are pregnant, breastfeeding 
an infant, or just had a baby, you should come see us. Just 
bring in proof of income and address, as well as identifi ca-
tion on the child and/or mom.
 We offer foods including cheese, eggs, cereal, juice, beans, 
and peanut butter for children and moms. For infants, we 
offer formula, infant cereals, and infant juices.

Need a special formula?
No problem! Just call us to see if we offer the formula you 
need. In most cases, we can help. We will require a doctor’s 
request for most special formulas.

Need help nursing?
Breastfeeding can be tough, but with a little help you can 
be a success.We offer lots of help and support with breast-
feeding. We even have a hotline for breastfeeding questions 
and concerns.

Come in and see one of our clerks: Abbey, Brandy, Shannon, 
Donna, Dana, or Cheryl; our Offi ce Manager, Debbie; or our 
Director, Renee, at WIC and we’ll get you fi xed up.

Our main offi ce is located at 1301 Grandview in Pawhuska.
Offi ce hours are Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

or just give us a call at (800) 460-1006
to see how we can serve you!

WIC Clinic Schedules
Pawhuska . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Monday-Friday
(918) 287-1040 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

Skiatook . . . . . . . . . Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday
(918) 396-7352 9:30 a.m.-4 p.m.

Fairfax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Every Thursday
(918) 642-3943 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

Hominy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wednesday & Thursday
(918) 885-4123 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

Newkirk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1st & 3rd Thursdays
10 a.m.-1 p.m.

McCord . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2nd Wednesday
1 p.m.-4 p.m.

Tulsa  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3rd Tuesday
4-6 p.m. School Year, 1-4 p.m. Summertime

Bartlesville . . 4th Thursday, 3rd Thursday on Holidays
3 p.m.-5:30 p.m.



26 March 2010 Osage News • osagenews.org

Minerals Council to 
pass election rules and 
regulations March 17

The Osage Minerals Council con-
sidered amendments to their elec-
tion rules and regulations March 
17 in the council chambers on the 
Osage Nation campus (the Osage 
News went to press March 16). 
Once the regulations are passed 
they will then begin the confi rma-
tion process of their 12-member 
election board. Five of the mem-
bers will be judges, fi ve will be 
clerks with the two remaining 
board members are slated to be 
their election supervisor and assis-
tant supervisor. 

The Osage Nation Congress re-
cently passed a resolution delegat-
ing the OMC the authority to run 
its own election.

For more information on the 
March 17 meeting, read the story 
on osagenews.org.

Osage Nation Trust 
Team meets March 18

The Osage Nation Trust Team 
is set to meet on March 18 to dis-
cuss what effects the Cobell Law-
suit settlement has on the Nation’s 
trust suit. To read more about 
what the effects will be visit osage-
news.org. 

Editor’s Note: The Osage News 
went to press on March 16.

Concert campaign rally 
for Tim Tall Chief and 
Cecilia Tallchief May 22

A concert campaign rally will 
be held for Tim Tall Chief, run-
ning for principal chief, and Ce-

News in Brief
cilia Tallchief, running assistant 
principal chief, on May 22 at the 
Constantine Theater in downtown 
Pawhuska.

The Native band, “Thunderhand 
Joe and the Medicine Show” will 
begin at 2 p.m. For more infor-
mation e-mail Jack Hickey Jr., at 
Jack_Jr_017@msn.com.

Th e Indian and the 
White Guy visit Osage 
Event Center June 12

For more than 30 years, Bruce 
Williams and Terry Ree, “The In-
dian and the White Guy,” have en-
tertained people across the country 
with a unique brand of music and 
humor. They will be performing at 
the Osage Event Center at 7 p.m., 
Saturday, June 12, 2010. Tickets 
are free and can be obtained start-
ing at noon March 12. Visit the 
Player’s Club at the Osage Mil-
lion Dollar Elm casino at LL Tis-
dale Parkway and 36 Street North, 
Tulsa.

Williams & Ree began perform-
ing in a band at Black Hills State 
College in Spearfi sh, South Dako-
ta, in 1968. Their resume includes 
gigs at the world famous Comedy 
Store in Los Angeles and testing 
new material with comedians Rob-
in Williams and David Letterman. 
They’ve shared the stage with 
Oklahoma’s Garth Brooks, The 
Oak Ridge Boys, and Tim McGraw.

The duo fi nds humor in everyday 
life combining pop culture trends 
into a fast-paced, lively show, full 
of zings interspersed with songs. 
They pick on everyone, no mat-
ter what their background. They 
schedule more than 300 shows a 
year. For more information, visit 
http://www.myspace.com/william-
sandree.
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Luttrell inducted into 
National Honor Society

Audrey Luttrell was recently 
inducted into the National Honor 
Society at San Juan High School 
in Blanding, Utah. Audrey was 
awarded and inducted into the 
honor Society based on four ar-
eas of outstanding performance: 
scholarship, Leadership Service, 
and character. In order to be in-
vited in the NHS, Audrey had to 
maintain a consistent GPA above 
3.5 earn satisfactory citizenship 
marks, participate in at lease one 

Births and Celebrations
extracurricular activity, and have 
no disciplinary or legal violations. 

Audrey is the daughter of Rick 
Luttrell of Pawhuska, Ok, and 
the granddaughter of Richard and 
Carmalita Luttrell of Hominy, Ok. 
She lives with her mother Caroline 
Lameman in southeastern Utah. 
Audrey is extremely proud of her 
accomplishment and hopes to do 
her best to continue her achieve-
ments. 

Happy birthday!
Wishing Berbon Hamilton a 

Happy Birthday Feb. 2 and Happy 

Sweet 16 to Dora Josephine Wil-
liams Feb. 19. We love you.

Dailey crowned Pawnee 
Nation College Princess

On February 26 the Pawnee Na-
tion College hosted a Handgame 
that was sponsored by SGA and 
Offi ce of Student Affairs of Paw-
nee Nation College. During the 
event they crowned their new 2010 
Brooklin Dailey, Osage. Ms. Dailey 
has been elected as the SGA Presi-
dent of this college. Congratula-
tions to you. 

Happy birthday!
Happy Birthday J.J. Josh, Sta-

cey and Jozelyn would like to wish 
their sweet boy a very happy sixth 
birthday! J.J. is in Kindergarten at 
Pawhuska Elementary School and 
will turn six years old on March 
27th. Your whole family loves you 
and wishes you a happy birthday!

Happy birthday!
Happy birthday from friends and 

family. Extended birthday wish-
es go out to the individuals who 
will be celebrating in the month 
of March. Brenda Davis, March 
2, Silas Satepauhoodle, March 7, 
Lynnette Satepauhoodle, March 
13, Carrie Rogers, March 21, Julia 
Lookout, March 29, Mark Davis, 
March 31. 

Happy birthday!
The family of Katherine Nichole 

Buffalomeat would like to wish her 
a very happy fi fth birthday. Katie 
will be celebrating her birthday 
on March 29, 2010. Katie is the 
daughter of Wylan and Courtney 
Buffalomeat of Seiling, OK. Katie’s 
maternal grandparents are the late 
Michael E. Pratt Sr. of Pawhuska, 
OK and Patricia Pratt of Pawhus-

ka, OK. Katie is the great grand-
daughter of the late Jerome and 
Angie Barnes of Hominy, OK and 
the late Lottie Shunkamolah Pratt 
of Hominy and the late Charles A. 
Pratt Sr. of Norman, OK.  

We are so proud of you and love 
you very much!!!! 

JJ Brace

Katherine Nicole Buff alomeat
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Save the Date! Local Events Calendar
MARCH
March 19

Indian Taco Sale Fundraiser 
for Dillon Gwin
Gwin was recently selected to play 
football in Hawaii. All proceeds go 
to the cause. 
Wah-Zha-Zhe Cultural Center, 
Pawhuska, OK
Starts 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
Contact Dana Sellers 
(918) 287-4499

March 20
Osage Nation Princess Sorority 
6th Annual Honor Dance
Agricultural Building, 
Fairgrounds, Pawhuska, OK
Starts 2:00 p.m.
Contact (918) 287-5555

March 20
Revard Political Rallies-
Pawhuska
All candidates running for Osage 
offi ce are invited to speak, and 
take questions from the crowd. All 
Osage tribal members are invited 
to attend. 
Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural Center, 
Pawhuska, OK
Starts 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
Contact Jim Ryan (210) 804-0687 
or jimr812@peoplepc.com 

March 21
Announcement of Osage Share-
holders Association Meeting 
Grayhorse Community Center
Starts at 1:00 p.m. 
Contact (918) 349-2396 or email 
osage@totelcsi.com 

March 27
New Mexico Osage Meeting
Attention Candidates! The New 
Mexico Osages would like to invite 
all candidates 
running for offi ce in the Osage Na-
tion government to their meeting.
Location still being determined
Starts 11:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Contact Sandra Jamison (505) 
554-1211

APRIL
April 1

Deadline for Candidates to fi le for 
Offi ce
This is the deadline for all people 
who are interested in fi ling for 
offi ce for Principal Chief, Asst. 
Chief, Congress, etc. 

April 5-6
Native American Languages 8th 
Annual Oklahoma Native Ameri-
can Youth Language 
Fair
OU Sam Noble OK Museum of 
Natural History, 2401 Chautau-
qua Ave., Norman, OK
Contact (405) 325-4712 or http://
www.snomnh.ou.edu/collections-
research/cr-sub/nal/nylf/ 

April 15-18
Association of American Indian 
Physicians Announcement
All undergraduate and graduate 
students interested in the health 
fi eld workshop.
Applications must be in the AAIP 
offi ce by Friday, April 2.
University of Arizona-Tuscon, 
Arizona
Contact information at www.aaip.
org 

April 18
Announcement of Osage Share-
holders Association Meeting 
David Landrum Community 
Center
Starts at 1:00 p.m. 
Contact (918) 349-2396 or email 
osage@totelcsi.com 

April 24
Squeak’s 4th 3 on 3 Tournament 
Must be in high school on up to 
enter. $35 entry fee.
Hominy High School Gym
Girls will begin at 10:00 a.m. and 
Boys will begin at 1:00 p.m. 
Contact Pamela Barlow (918) 
698-6171 or Samuel Cowan (918) 
636-4602

April 24
United Osages of Southern Cali-
fornia Meeting
The United Osages of Southern 

California cordially invite candi-
dates and incumbents to address 
the Osages living in Southern 
California.
Location to be announced
Contact Bill Myers (760) 500-2266 
or wmmyers@oside.k12.ca.us 

April 25
Candidate Forum
June Tribal Election Candidates 
for the Chief, Asst. Chief, 
Congress and Minerals Council, 
have been invited to speak to the 
Northern California Osages. 
Park Plaza Hotel, Oakland, CA
150 Hegenberger Road, Oakland, 
CA  94621
Starts at 9:00 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Contact Forest Tracy (925) 351-
8585 or email forest@foreststax-
services.com 

April 29
Osage Nation Environmental and 
Natural Resources Department
Osage Landowners Meeting
Midway Café in Pawhuska
Starts 7:30 a.m. 
Contact Jann Rose at (918) 287-
5531 or Brad Stumph at (918) 
287-5384

April 30
Carl “Chico” Sellers Fundraiser
Elks Lodge, Pawhuska, OK
Starts 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. 
Contact Denise Sellers 
(918) 605-9403

MAY
May 16

Announcement of Osage Share-
holders Association Meeting 
David Landrum 
Community Center
Starts at 1:00 p.m. 
Contact (918) 349-2396 or email 
osage@totelcsi.com 

May 22
Concert campaign rally for Tim 
Tall Chief and Cecelia Tall Chief
A concert campaign rally will be 
held for Tim Tall Chief, running 
for principal chief, and Cecelia 

Tall Chief, running for assistant 
principal chief. 
Constantine Theater in downtown 
Pawhuska
Starts 2:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
Contact Jack Hickey Jr at Jack_
Jr_017@msn.com 

JUNE
June 7

Election Day  
Osage Nation Congressional 
Chambers
All Day Event 
Contact (918) 287-5286 or email 
aharris@osagetribe.org 

June 7
Absentee Ballots Due  
Osage Nation Election 
Board Offi ce
532 Kihekah Avenue, Pawhuska
All Day Event 
Contact (918) 287-5286 or email 
aharris@osagetribe.org

June 7
Announcement of Osage Share-
holders Association Meeting 
David Landrum Community 
Center
Starts at 1:00 p.m. 
Contact (918) 349-2396 or email 
osage@totelcsi.com 

June 7-12
Osage Nation Environmental and 
Natural Resources Department
54th Annual Oklahoma Youth 
Forestry and Wildlife Camp
Beaver’s Bend State Park
Applications must be submitted 
by April 16
Contact Brad Stumph (918) 287-
5384 or email bstumph@osaget-
ribe.org 

JULY
July 16-18

58th Tulsa Powwow
Spirit Bank Event Center, Tulsa
Contact Robert Anquoe 
(918) 671-2417
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Burgess Shaw places third in Oklahoma’s 
6A State Wrestling Championships

Courtesy Photo

Burgess Shaw stands on the winner’s podium in third place after he beats Sapulpa’s Blake Shields in Oklahoma’s 6A State Wrestling 
Championships.

Shaw recently 
signed to play 
football with 
East Central 
University in 
Edmond 
Osage News

Burgess Shaw, a senior at Sand 
Springs High School, placed third 
in this year’s 6A State Wrestling 
Championships held at the Okla-
homa City Fair Arena. 

It wasn’t easy for Shaw. He ral-
lied after a loss in the 285-pound 
championship semi-fi nals to beat 
Yukon High School’s Brandon 
Banta 3-1 in the consolation semi-
fi nals March 6. In the heavyweight 
consolation fi nal later that after-
noon Shaw battled Sapulpa High 
School’s Blake Shields to a 1-1 
tie in regulation. Shaw then beat 
Shields in the second overtime for 
a 2-1 win.

Shaw completed his senior wres-
tling season with a record of 33-13 
and recently signed to play football 
with East Central University in 
Edmond to begin his college career. 

Burgess Shaw, Osage/Ponca/Pot-
tawatomie, is the son of Pam and 
John Shaw of Sand Springs; the 
grandson of Beth and Jerry Shaw 
of Wichita, Kans.; the grandson of 
Darrell Merriman of Cleveland, 
Okla. and the great grandson of 
Virginia Primeaux of Oklahoma 
City, Okla.  

Editor’s note: Shaw is the cousin 
of Interim Editor Shannon Shaw.

April 12th is the deadline for all
submissions for the April issue of the

Mark it on your calendars!
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Obituaries
Avis Eslie Johnson

Avis Eslie Johnson, 91, of Kinta, passed away Tuesday, February 23, 
2010, in Wilburton, Avis was born on November 23, 1918, in Ralston, 
Oklahoma, the daughter of Alex Edward and Rose Behethline Cheatham 
Cannon. She was reared at Ralston and Burbank graduating in 1936. She 
then attended OSU and played the position of forward on the women’s 
Flying O’s Basketball team. She received her Bachelor’s Degree in Edu-
cation from Southwestern State in Weatherford. On August 14, 1938, 
Avis married Russell H. Johnson in Pawnee. Avis taught school at Bur-
land, Bridgeport, Cordell, Dalhart and Texline, Texas, Sedan and Clay-
ton, New Mexico, Canute and Kinta, Oklahoma. Avis retired in 1968. 
She enjoyed oil painting, reading, traveling, her children, grandchildren 
and great grandchildren. 

Survivors include: her sons, S.L. Johnson and wife Carol of Kinta and 
Alex Johnson and wife Sandy of Kinta; her daughters Sharon Jackson 
and her husband Leland of Canute and Audrine Randolph of McAles-
ter; 11 grandchildren, 18 great grandchildren and 3 great great-grand-
children. She is preceded in death by her husband Russell, her parents, 
two sister, Floris Brandenburg and Evaline Ebert; two brothers Bud 
and Gurney Cannon, a son-in-law, Richard Randolph, a granddaughter, 
Brandi Michelle Johnson Hamilton, and a great grandson Alex Battles 
Johnson. 

Funeral services were held 2:00 p.m. Friday, February 26, 2010, at the 
Oak Leaf Room with Reverend John Parish offi ciating. Pallbearers were 
Jack Jackson, Leland (TJ) Jackson, Russell Jackson, Kelly Byrum, Lo-
gan Johnson, Luke Johnson, Nathan Johnson, and Justin Byrum. Burial 
followed under the direction of Hunn  & Black Funeral Home of Quinton. 

Osage Nation Burial Assistance
Application Process

• Submit an application within 30 days of time 
of death

• Provide CDIB or Membership Card that 
verifi es Osage Indian Blood for deceased 
individual

• Provide a copy of a death certifi cate for the 
deceased individual

• Provide a copy of an itemized Funeral Home 
statement of the deceased individual

The application is complete when all pertinent documenta-
tion is received by this offi ce; once the application is com-
plete a letter of approved funds and check will be mailed to 
the funeral home. Notice will also be sent to the applicant 
informing them of the amount being paid to the funeral 
home.

• Allow 10-14 working days for completed application to 
be processed and a check issued.

• Reimbursements checks will only be issued to funeral 
home and designated grocer only; individual expenses 
will not be reimbursed.

For more information, questions,
or concerns please contact the

Osage Nation Constituent Services Offi ce

Osage Nation Constituent Services Offi ce
Attention: W. Jacque Jones, Administrator
621 Grandview • Pawhuska, OK 74056

Phone: (918) 287-5662
Fax: (918) 287-5221 • Fax: (918) 699-5221

Email: jjones@osagetribe.org

California invitation
extended to candidates

The United Osages of Southern California cordially invite can-
didates and incumbents to address the Osages living in South-
ern California at our April 24, 2010 meeting. The meeting will be 
held at South Oceanside Elementary School, 1806 South Horne 
Street, Oceanside, Ca 92054.  Doors open at 10:30 am and can-
didates will commence breakout sessions at 1:00 pm. This is our 
last campaign meeting.

The Southern California Osages support a venue that is safe 
for all Osages to come eat, listen to guest speakers, ask construc-
tive questions and receive accurate answers. We all support an 
environment where we can comfortably exchange ideas, enjoy so-
cial time and share in our cultural heritage.

Candidates and members are invited to RSVP Chair Bill My-
ers at (760) 500-2266 or wmmyers@oside.k12.ca.us or calosage@
hotmail.com.
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Letters to the Editor
Comments on Strategic Planning
meetings and Election Board

It saddens me that there are those who would suggest that Princi-
ple Chief Jim Gray has ulterior motives in having the Strategic Plan 
Town Hall Meetings beginning with Pawhuska, Okla. To suggest any 
campaigning by Chief Gray . . . he has NOT announced any Candidacy 
to this date (Feb. 25, 2010). He has an obligation to the people to keep 
us all informed for this Strategic Plan, let us not forget that Chief Gray 
brought this plan to the people and he has kept his word by keeping us 
informed throughout his leadership. After all, his current leadership will 
end soon and the timing for these meetings is appropriate.

Election Board Meeting on Feb. 25, 2010: Attending were Osage mem-
bers and three Congress members. I want to comment on a couple of 
areas I believe is noteworthy to the people. It was obvious that Congress-
woman Jerri Jean Branstetter came with the purpose to challenge board 
members and alternate member(s) of impropriety while conducting their 
voting. She made it clear that she would challenge the election if she 
believed there had been members not approved by the Congress prior to 
voting on any issue. The determination of Congresswoman Branstetter 
threats to this board that had been working diligently and hard for a 
successful election.  

Congresswoman Faren Anderson:  She harangued the board on their 
line item budget expenditures, even after she was told, several times, 
they could not comment on specifi c information they did not have. Most 
Osages would prefer to move past the (2010) budget fi asco, with the con-
tinuing attacks by Congress members. Be aware, we will not forget this 
Congress’ broken promises to the Osage people and the ramifi cations 
they present, so get over yourselves and move on.

–Sandra Akins
Pawhuska, OK

Article about Minerals Council
unfair and inaccurate

In last month’s issue of the Osage News there was an article covering 
the February 17th Minerals Council meeting. In that article there were 
several things written about me that I take issue with and additionally 
feel the article was not a complete or fair representation of what went on 
at the meeting.

First, by casting me as yelling during the meeting, the article implies 
that I was disruptive and out of control. The Council chambers were full 
and I was in the back of the room. Simply as a matter of location, I was 
forced to raise my voice in order to be heard by the council members in 
the front. And yet, there was no mention of the Chairman’s behavior, 
with his yelling, constant evasions and downright refusals to answer 
questions from the shareholders and his continual threats to call indi-
viduals as out of order. 

Opinion

Secondly, my comment to Chairman Martin of “How do you think your 
Mother would feel if she knew you were acting like this?” was not meant 
to be derogatory. I have known the chairman for a long time; our moth-
ers were very close friends. As such, my comment was meant to calm him 
down. Also, a glaring omission in the article, was that many folks were 
taken aback by the verbal and blatantly partisan attack on councilwom-
an Boone and that I spoke up and said, “Personally attacking Cynthia 
Boone from the chair was wholly inappropriate.” 

Note: Had Bob taken my comments in a malicious manner, he and I 
would not have had a friendly chat after the meeting as we usually do.

Thirdly, when a Mr. Daniels spoke, the article alleges that “Phillips 
approached Daniels and began to berate him.” This is entirely false! I 
did not move toward him in any fashion or berate him. This could not be 
further from the truth. Additionally, after the meeting Mr. Daniels and I 
exchanged pleasantries and he gave me his email address.

Fourth, after the meeting, councilwoman Jewell Purcell, patted me on 
the back and gave me a very fl attering compliment. I don’t think that 
would have happened if I had been the yelling, disruptive person that I 
was portrayed to be in the article.

In summary, I was very disappointed in the article and fi nd the mis-
characterizations of myself to be offensive. More so, there were many 
portions of the meeting that were not mentioned and the selective nature 
of these omissions is disconcerting. In my opinion, taken together, the 
article becomes more a piece of propaganda than straightforward report-
ing of the facts.

–Lou Phillips
Owasso, OK

(Editor’s note: The Osage News stands by the reporting in the story 
mentioned above.)

New Mexico Osages invite 
candidates to meeting

The New Mexico Osages would like to invite all candidates run-
ning for offi ce in the Osage Nation government to their meeting 
March 27, in Albuquerque, N.M. The meeting will be from 11:30 
a.m. to 4 p.m. The location is still being determined. 

For more information about the meeting call Sandra “Sandi” 
Jamison at (505) 554-1211.
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new organizational structure and 
our more specifi c program plans; 
both designed to re-align existing 
efforts to better accomplish what 
you, the people, told us you wanted. 
We have made signifi cant progress 
on many fronts, yet it would be dif-
fi cult for the average citizen to see 
this progress without individuals 
being integrally involved in the 
planning and appropriations pro-
cess--where the Executive Branch 
and Legislative Branch must agree 
on how much Osage government 
revenue is necessary to reach the 
peoples’ goals found in the Strate-
gic Plan.

And briefl y, since 2004, when 

our Osage Reaffi rmation Act was 
signed into law, re-affi rming our 
reservation and right to self-gov-
ernance, we have seen increases 
in revenue, increasing enrollment 
in Osage language and culture 
classes, increasing citizen partici-
pation in key decisions of our new 
democracy, increasing support 
for education, increasing access 
to healthcare, increasing federal 
grants, increasing royalty pay-
ments to Osage head-right owners, 
and increasing numbers of Osage 
citizens around the country mov-
ing back to our reservation.

Our recent series of meetings are 
designed to provide an avenue for 
the people to see this progress in 
greater detail, as well as to get ad-
ditional feedback on our direction. 
We will also be producing a written 
report regarding our progress over 
the past few years. The feedback 
loop these meetings provide is crit-
ical to instituting an “intelligent” 
planning process, or one which 
learns as it progresses.

Due to some unfortunate delays 
and budget constraints we have 
not been able to repeat the level 
of outreach during this portion of 
the process, however attendance 
has been good and feedback con-
tinues to be overwhelmingly posi-
tive. I encourage everyone to stay 
involved.  

I also hope you can see the value 

Principal Chief Jim Gray

By Jim Gray, 
Osage Nation Principal Chief

I have been reporting on our 
progress in a recent series of town 
hall meetings. As these meetings 
progress, I believe it is important 
for you, the Osage people to know 
how these meetings are going.

To briefl y remind everyone, in 
2007, we launched an unprec-
edented nation-wide citizen-par-
ticipatory based twenty-fi ve year 
strategic planning process. We 
held over 26 community meetings 
directly involving over 2,000 in-
dividual Osages around the coun-
try. We gathered this information 
and organized it with the assis-
tance of subject-expert groups of 
Osages. The outcome of this infor-
mation was then organized and 
prioritized through a nation-wide 
survey reaching out to over 7,200 
Osages over the age of 18. Finally, 
at a Strategic Planning Citizen 
Summit, we organized all the in-
put into a form we could publish 
as our Strategic Plan, “The Will of 
the People.” With this work accom-
plished we came back out again to 
present what we had accomplished 
in its fi nal form. The feedback we 
received was overwhelmingly posi-
tive. We had captured what you, 
the people, had told us.

Since that time, we have been 
hard at work incorporating the 
strategic plan elements into our 

Opinion

of a government that continues to 
put a real effort behind reaching 
out to its people. This level of citi-
zen involvement is a meaningful 
part of transparency and account-
ability in government, and one 
which I hope will continue regard-
less of who is in offi ce. It will only 
continue if you, the people also 
continue to participate; thus hold-
ing us all directly accountable to 
you throughout the years and in 
between elections.

As we close our series of meet-
ings it is also important to refl ect 
on how far we’ve come. From over-
coming monumental historic ob-
stacles, to increasing profi tability 
and government revenue, to im-
proving Osage Nation employment 
systems, to meaningfully involving 
our citizens and neighbors, to pro-
tecting our culture and history, to 
battling ingrained, old racism and 
prejudices; the work of the Nation 
sometimes feels overwhelming. 
But it is the strength of our ances-
tors and the hopes and dreams of 
you and all future generations of 
Osages that renews and strength-
ens my faith that we will continue 
to build a strong, proud, resilient, 
and enduring sovereign nation.

I look forward to your contin-
ued involvement, observation, and 
evaluation of our upcoming Hun-
Kah Congressional session start-
ing March 16th 2010.

Strategic Planning updates receive 
positive community feedback

Currently the Osage News Editorial Board is reviewing the issue of editorials submitted by Osage 
Nation elected offi  cials and whether or not they will be allowed for the April and May issues of the 
Osage News due to the upcoming election.
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By John D. Red Eagle,
Assistant Principal Chief

The Osage Nation Congress was 
called into its 27th special ses-
sion on February 26th, 2010 by 
the Chief of the Osage Nation. The 
Osage Nation Congress convened 
to consider (1) A supplemental 
appropriation for the Osage Na-
tion Election Board. (2) Approve 
the rules and regulations promul-
gated by the Osage Nation Elec-
tion Board. (3) Amend the Osage 
Nation Election Code bill ONCA 
08-27 to include a provision for the 
Osage Minerals Council to make 
rules and regulations for the elec-
tion of the Osage Minerals Council. 
(4) Approve three critical items in 
the revised Osage Nation Gaming 
Enterprise Annual Plan of Opera-
tion.

Osage Nation Election Board
The Osage Nation Election 

Board asked the Osage Nation 

A Message from John D. Red Eagle Ki-he-kah O-wah-ta
—Assistant Principal Chief of Osage Nation

Opinion

Assistant Principal Chief John D. Red Eagle

Congress for an appropriation of 
$188,087 dollars bringing the to-
tal to $389,873. Our upcoming 
election is going to cost the Na-
tion nearly a half a million dollars. 
Considering the rules have not yet 
been approved by the Osage Na-
tion Congress, the government is 
approaching a time crunch since 
there are only 85 days left until 
Election Day. If the Election Board 
would have been appointed in a 
timely manner this scenario could 
have been avoided. Currently the 
election process which is governed 
by the Osage Nation Election Code 
law is still being developed while 
the process is in progress. It’s not 
a good practice to send a team to 
play without a game plan and this 
is what’s been done to this election 
board. Hopefully, they will be able 
to fi nish the game in June when 
the polls close.

.
Minerals Council Election

The Osage Nation Minerals 
Council asked the BIA to oversee 
their upcoming election and were 
turned down. As a result of this 
action the BIA offered technical 
assistance with the consent of the 
Principal Chief. The Chief then 
met with the Minerals Council to 
determine the process by which 
the election would occur. It was 
concluded by the Chief and the ma-
jority of the Minerals Council that 
the Osage Nation Congress should 
amend the Osage Nation Election 
Code to state that the Osage Na-
tion Congress give consent to the 
Osage Minerals Council as an in-
dependent entity of the Nation 
who can hold their own election. 
There was a considerable amount 

of debate whether the Osage Na-
tion Congress should delegate or 
affi rm the Minerals Council to pro-
mulgate its rules for the election. 
An amendment was presented to 
change the amendment bill ONCA 
10-28 but failed. A fi nal bill passed 
using the word delegate. The Osage 
Nation Minerals Council passed a 
resolution stating in section 10 of 
the resolution that congress should 
delegate to them the right to have 
the independence to conduct their 
own election.  

Reservation Case
On March 5th, 2010 the United 

States Court of Appeals 10th Cir-
cuit ruled that the reservation 
status of the Osages has been dis-
established. Attorneys informed 
the clients, the Osage Nation that 
the decision would likely be made 
6-8 months after a hearing which 
was held in January 2010. Sooner 
than expected a decision came less 
than 2 months after the hearing. 
The Principal Chief of the Osage 
Nation stated to the Press that he 
is fi ling for a rehearing. Is it pos-
sible that the 10th Circuit grants 
mulligans? Let’s hope that they 
will. In reality, we the Osage Na-

tion have lost the case. What kind 
of implications is this going to have 
on our Nation? Will it put our gam-
ing enterprises in a tax situation 
and will be required to pay back 
taxes to the State of Oklahoma. 
Will this decision affect other Trib-
al Business Entities and is it go-
ing to affect other Indian Nations/
Tribes in the State of Oklahoma?

These are just a few of the im-
pacts this case may have if we de-
cide to move toward a rehearing 
and a possible fi ling in the Supreme 
Court. These types of litigations 
cost in 6 to 7 fi gure range in attor-
ney fees, court cost and research. 
Maybe we should call time out to 
cover all our bases, get our strate-
gies in order and get everyone on 
board as to what our decisions are 
going to be. We need to decide col-
lectively what the percentage of 
risks we are facing and if we lose 
what it will cost the Nation. Mak-
ing impulsive decisions concerning 
legal matters usually puts you in 
a higher risk of losing. Our Nation 
has lost 2 court hearings in the 
span of 1 year. It appears to me 
that something is wrong or else we 
wouldn’t be losing.  

See you next month.

April 12th is the deadline for all
submissions for the April issue of the

Mark it on your calendars!
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By Shannon Edwards,
Osage Nation Congresswoman

In a little over two months, the 
Osage Nation will elect its second 
constitutional government. To-
night my family and I are headed 
to a Rally for Candidates in Ed-
mond, Okla., armed with curiosity 
and more than a few unanswered 
questions for the candidates. 
Amidst the rumors and in antici-
pation of what is sure to be a lively 
campaign season, I thought I’d pro-
vide my top ten reasons to attend 
an election forum, read the print 
papers and visit theirs as well as 
the social media websites, collect 
campaign literature and VOTE in-
formed! It really is the cornerstone 
of what makes the Osage Nation 
great.

10 Reasons to get informed 
about the Osage elections: 

10. To fi nd out how the can-
didates who have run more 
than once when all voting age 
members were allowed to vote- 
some successfully and some 
not- have changed their think-
ing since the last election.

9. To learn who is in favor of 
amending the Constitution 
and who isn’t.

8. To learn the education and 
professional backgrounds of 
the candidates.  

7. To inquire of incumbent 
candidates about their voting 
records, legislation written, 
sponsored, voted against, ve-
toed, and overridden.

6. To understand which Chief 
and Assistant Chief Can-
didates won’t vow to work 
together for the good of the 
Nation.

5. To fi nd out which Congres-
sional candidates won’t use 
old fashion technology (tele-

Election facts sometimes stranger than fi ction

phones) and telefaxes, e-mail, 
telephone and video confer-
encing- or even hand writ-
ten letters for that matter-to 
communicate with offi cials and 
their own fellow members.

4.  To confi rm which Chief can-
didate has publically declared 
that the 80% of all   

Osages who do not live on the 
reservation should not be a 
part of the government.

3. To discover the opinions of 
attorneys who practice be-
fore the Tribal Court about 
whether the current Judiciary 
should be retained.

2. To ascertain who has a vision 

for the future and who just 
wants to collect a paycheck for 
“the best paying job I’ve ever 
had”.

1. To participate meaningfully in 
a democracy. 

The Regular Session has just be-
gun and there is some important 
legislation scheduled to be intro-
duced. The Health and Social Ser-

vices Committee which I chair will 
be meeting Tuesdays and Thurs-
days immediately following session 
as needed and on March 19, 2010. 
I encourage all interested citizens 
to listen to our meetings and ses-
sions and communicate at will. I 
look forward to voting in the best 
interest of all Osage people as your 
representative.  

Opinion

Shannon Edwards

Randolph A.
Crawford

For

Osage Nation 
Congress

See me on Facebook
Stop by and say 

“Hello”



Osage News • osagenews.org March 2010 35

By Raymond Red Corn,
Osage Nation Congressman

Democracies are messy, and the 
Osage Nation is no exception. The 
one thing that is exceptional is how 
this democracy was born. With few 
historical precedents in any nation 
or culture, those holding power, 
elected by a property-holding mi-
nority, voluntarily set in motion a 
process that ended with a transfer 
of that power to all descendants of 
the original Osage Allottees. 

That remarkable transfer of 
power had a bargain built into it. 
The 31st Council, while transfer-
ring power, insisted the new gov-
ernment never, ever, mess with 
headright shares.  Since 2006 the 
rhetoric spawned by our govern-
ment’s reformation has centered 
on one question – is the bargain 
being honored by our present gov-
ernment?

Osages solving Osage problems

Last week, the Osage Congress 
took up the Solomonic chore of 
deciphering the terms of that bar-
gain. At issue was legislative lan-
guage used to construct a sturdy 
framework for Minerals Council 

elections that could withstand a 
legal challenge if necessary. Si-
multaneously, the Congress had to 
fulfi ll a constitutional demand to 
create a law governing “all Osage 
Nation elections.” Like a TV talent 
show performer back in the ‘60s 
who kept several china plates spin-
ning on sticks, the Congress was 
expected to perform those tricks 
and honor the constitutional inde-
pendence of the Minerals Council 
at the same time.

To the Congress’s credit, I think 
we pulled it off.

Admittedly, only time will tell. 
But given the circumstances I have 
seldom been prouder of the body. 
On the eve of an election season, 
eight members of Congress bucked 
a wave of political pressure and 
cast a vote strengthening the in-
tegrity of the Minerals Council 
elections and our constitutional 
form of government.

This was made possible by a 
Minerals Council who, bucking the 
same pressure, voted 6-1 to ask 
Congress to act. In what amounted 
to a constitutional reality check, 
both bodies did what was neces-
sary.

But that’s not the point.
The point is that today is Sover-

eignty Day, and the events above 
show what being a sovereign na-
tion really means. It means Osages 
solving Osage problems, writing 
Osage law, and managing Osage 
affairs. We, meaning you and I and 
all other Osages and their elected 
representatives, govern the Osage 
Nation.

Still, some of our citizens openly 
long for a stronger federal hand on 
the shoulder of the Osage Nation. 
Indeed, the BIA’s quiet presence 
here is still required and neces-
sary for minerals and trust pur-
poses. Their presence provided 
stability and assurance during the 
governmental transition, and still 
does. But show me a tribal govern-
ment still wholly dependent upon 
the BIA, and I’ll show you a tribal 
nation far removed from the suc-
cesses of the independent, progres-
sive tribes often mentioned when 
Osages say “why can’t we do things 
like the (insert name of successful 
tribe here)?”

The Osage Nation will get better 
at governing. Branches will even-
tually fi gure out how to get along 
and get things done. When this 
happens it will be because Osages 
made it happen, and because the 
bargain struck in the process of 
change is still honored.

Opinion

Raymond Red Corn

OSAGE HOME HEALTH
Skilled Nursing • Home Health Aides • Social Services

Physical Therapy • Occupational Therapy • Speech Therapy

Providing Comprehensive In-Home Health Care Services to ALL Residents of North Central Oklahoma
Medicare • Medicaid • Private Insurance Accepted

www.osagehomehealth.com

Phone (918) 287-5645 or (866) 671-3700    Fax (918) 287-9909
128 E. 6th St. Pawhuska, Oklahoma 74056
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Opinion

Carl “Chico” Sellers
Candidate for Principal Chief

Leadership means a lot of different things to 
different people. In the race for Principal Chief 
of the Osages itmeans a person that can lead 
but put the Osage membership fi rst. Traveling 
and sightseeing around the world come second 
or third to attending to the needs of our Osage 
people. A leader should have the skills to negoti-
ate with the Osage Nation Congress and NOT 
force a no win situation for Osage Nation em-
ployees where their departments end up with $1 
for supplies.  A leader knows sometimes you can 
lose a battle or two but win the war. A leader’s 
ego cannot be so consumed with righteousness 
that in the end they cost the future of the Osage Nation membership.

Many questions arise about decisions that were made or not made 
by the present administration, but the bottom line is the Osage Nation 
membership deserves leadership at its best and that is what I have to of-
fer. Sure, many of the candidates are board members both appointed and 
selected and that is fi ne. The real question is who actually gives time to 
the community without recognition, compensation, fancy titles, or back 
door deals. I sincerely ask for your vote.

 –By Carl “Chico” Sellers

Roy St. John
Candidate for Principal Chief

The Open Records Bill passed into law but 
falls short in implementation

Last month I promised a report on my expe-
rience with the Open Record Law. I requested 
a list of Boards and Commissions in the Execu-
tive Branch, names of the board members and 
their term of service. The response: “The Execu-
tive Branch does not have a record of the cur-
rent board members and the Open Record Act 
does not obligate the Executive Branch to create 
a record in order to respond to a request.” This 
response demonstrates an out of control admin-
istration in action.

The Health Benefi t Card which the citizens believed they would be en-

titled to just by being an enrolled member of the Nation came with an ap-
plication forms containing so many intrusions into their privacy.. Again 
intent of the law failed in implementation by our Executive Branch.

The Chief in his meetings with employees and the public speaks 
against Per Capita distribution, telling of failures. There are many Tribes 
throughout the country that have very successful Per Capita programs. 
I am sure the Osage Nation can evaluate these successes and failures to 
develop and implement a program that meets our needs.

Visit my website at www.roystjohn.net.
 –By Roy St. John

June 2010 Candidate Messages
In accordance with the Osage News Election policy, the Osage News 

is allowing each candidate 200 words in every issue leading up to the 
June 2010 election. To read more messages from the candidates, visit 
www.osagenews.org.

Offi  cial 2010
candidate listing

The Osage News will publish 
an Offi cial Candidate Listing 
for the June 2010 Osage Nation 
Elections in every issue of the 
Osage News leading up to the 
election.

Candidates for Principal Chief
• Jim Gray
• John Red Eagle 
• Carl “Chico” Sellers
• Roy St. John
• Tim Tall Chief

Candidates for Assistant
Principal Chief:

• Scott Bighorse
• Jeff Irons
• Cecelia Tallchief

Candidates for Osage 
Nation Congress:

• Daniel Boone
• Randolph Crawford
• Danette Daniels
• Alice Goodfox
• Louis Gray

• Margo Gray-Proctor
• Jake Hefl in
• Sheryl Hill
• John Jech
• Jenny Miller
• Raymond Red Corn
• Doug Revard
• Joseph Shunkamolah
• Geoffrey Standing Bear
• William “Kugee” Supernaw
• Anthony Webb

Candidates running for Osage 
Nation Minerals Council:

• Curtis Bear
• Cynthia Boone
• Galen Crum
• Kyle Logan
• Charles Pratt
• Jewell Purcell
• Kathryn Red Corn
• Myron Red Eagle
• James Revard
• Jim T. Schooling
• Andrew Yates

Roy St. John

Carl “Chico” Sellers

See JUNE 2010 CANDIDATE MESSAGES
—Continued on Page 37
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See JUNE 2010 CANDIDATE MESSAGES
—Continued on Page 38
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Tim Tall Chief

Tim Tall Chief
Candidate for Principal Chief

“Consistent” support of education, whether 
academic, cultural or practical, is central to the 
success of the Osage Nation. I spent much of my 
career in education. After earning my Bachelor’s 
Degree in Business Administration, Education, 
and Psychology, and my Master’s Degree in 
Education, I served in a variety of educational 
rolls. I was the Executive Director of the Native 
American Center of Excellence in the Colleges of 
Medicine and Dentistry at the OU Health Sci-
ences Center. I also served as the State Director 
of Indian Education with the Oklahoma State 
Department of Education. I have enjoyed teach-
ing at many levels including Middle School, High School, Community 
College, four year College and Graduate School. I currently teach in the 
Leadership Program for the College of Liberal Studies at The University 
of Oklahoma.   

During my educational experiences as a student and teacher, I learned 
that successful education requires intelligence, motivation and persever-
ance. However, education alone will not make our people and nation suc-
cessful. Our Osage students are not simply the “future” of our Nation, 
they are also the “now” of our Nation, and character building is essential. 
Our Osage students deserve the best support available to develop the 
“Dimension of Excellence” expected of and for our people.

–By Tim Tall Chief

Cecelia Tallchief
Candidate for Assistant Principal Chief

As we embark upon the Osage Nation elec-
tions, I encourage all voters to studiously in-
vestigate all candidates running for offi ce. Most 
candidates have the right intentions and really 
desire what’s in the best interest of the Osage 
Nation. However, these good intentions can be 
blind with optimism. The Osage Nation is at 
pivotal point in our young government. As such, 
we need strong, experienced leaders who have 
the knowledge and foresight to make educated 
and decisive decisions for the betterment of our 
people. Now is not the time for “on- the-job train-
ing.” Please take the necessary time to properly learn about each can-
didate’s qualifi cations. Study their platforms and call them about your 
specifi c questions or concerns. But most importantly, educate yourself 
about the real issues and needs of our Osage people. 

The Osage people have waited too long for basic services enjoyed by oth-

JUNE 2010 CANDIDATES MESSAGES
—Continued from Page 36

Cecelia Tallchief

er Tribal Nations. Expanded healthcare services, enhanced educational 
opportunities, business/job prospects, and effi cient Tribal administration 
operations must be created. Together, we can build a more positive, ef-
fi cient and productive Osage Nation. Now is the time of change and along 
with that comes our season of prosperity. 

–By Cecelia Tallchief

Randolph Crawford
Candidate for Osage
Nation Congress

The Osage Constitution is the foundation of 
our new government. Efforts must be made to 
strengthen this foundation, so that all Osage 
people will have the support they need to pros-
per in this ever changing (and often times chal-
lenging) world. I am asking for your vote and 
support so that I may be your voice in helping to 
protect, preserve, and promote the Osage Nation 
and its citizens.

–Randolph Crawford

Alice Goodfox
Candidate for Osage
Nation Congress

The Osage Constitution is the foundation of 
our new government. Efforts must be made to 
strengthen this foundation, so that all Osage 
people will have the support they need to prosper 
in this ever changing (and often times challeng-
ing) world. I am asking for your vote and support 
so that I may be your voice in helping to protect, 
preserve, and promote the Osage Nation and its 
citizens.

–By Alice Goodfox

Louis Gray
Candidate for Osage
Nation Congress

An important thing to know about a congres-
sional candidate is; does he understand what a 
Congressman does, and does he know the limits 
of the offi ce? 

This is a critical bit of information. Congress 
makes laws to guide and protect our Nation. The 

Louis Gray

Randolph Crawford

Alice Goodfox
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recent focus on controlling spending diverted energy from the actual task 
of making laws. 

There is plenty of work to be done when congress concentrates on legis-
lation and establishing a budget. I believe we can do great things within 
our appointed tasks, and I want very much to be a part of increasing the 
health and wealth of our Nation!

Making laws to take care of specifi c problems and to create opportuni-
ties are at the very top of my agenda. Through a variety of jobs and board 
work, I have had an impact on education, housing, social services, gam-
ing and policy making for over thirty years and I am prepared to use that 
experience to move us forward. As a member of the strategic planning 
task force, I want to see the will and words of our people become reality. 

When we do our jobs right we will make money and jobs for our nation. 
–By Louis Gray

Jake Heflin
Candidate for Osage Nation Congress

It is increasingly important that we, as a Na-
tion, identify and develop additional revenue 
sources beyond gaming. The newly elected con-
gress will be tasked with providing direction 
and appropriating funds that will enable the di-
versifi cation of our economic base and broaden 
our infl uence throughout “Indian Country” and 
abroad. The creation and continued funding for 
the Osage Limited Liability Corporation (LLC) 
is certainly a positive step in the right direction. 
I believe now is the time to act.

Innovative ways to put Osages in places where 
they can contribute to our Nation are necessary. 
Our Osage citizenry is diverse. Our people are knowledgeable. Certainly, 
Osage people are our most vital resource. I support the concept of “Osage 
Consultants” working with various program directors to fi nd creative so-
lutions. This economic “think tank” along with constituent input will re-
view past practices and create new possibilities. Residency need not be a 
requirement for participation. By incorporating technology, our horizons 
are broadened and our scope will expand. Tribes throughout the United 
States are increasing their wealth and developing innovative ideas and 
solutions. Networking with these tribes and seeking their counsel is crit-
ical. It provides us with valuable insight into their world and enables us 
to see what other tribes have done and where they have been successful. 
There is no reason to re-invent the wheel. 

–By Jake Hefl in

Jenny Miller
Candidate for Osage Nation Congress

Having the willingness to place myself before 
the Osage Citizenry has proven to be a positive 
experience for me and I believe the people. It is 
my belief that doing so is an act of respect to the 
citizenry by allowing you the opportunity to get 
to know me and understand my goals and intent. 

Consistency and accuracy in reporting, has 
brought over 2,000 visitors to my website and for 
this I am truly grateful. 

From what I understand, we can expect spir-
ited, brutal and perhaps intimidating actions 
as we near the election. I have no intention of 
responding, acknowledging or participating in 
such activities and will continue to report facts to you as they are re-
ceived. 

I am not running against any particular candidate. I am running for a 
Congressional seat in the Osage Nation Congress. There are 6 seats open 
in Congress and I hope to fi ll one. My purpose is not to defend myself 
against accusations and criticism but to defend the Osage people, our 
rights and our welfare by performing my duties in an honest, honorable 
and well thought out manner. 

I ask that you honor me with your support: www.jenny2010.com, email 
jenny2010@cableone.net or call: 918-260-5712.

–By Jenny Miller

Raymond Red Corn
Candidate for Osage Nation Congress

An Attorney General. More benefi ts. Tight-
ening of our ethics law. Constitutional amend-
ments. There is no shortage of needed legislation, 
or of Osage problems with legislative solutions.

But how do we fi nd the best solutions? As one 
of several candidates seeking offi ce in Congress, 
here are my answers.

• Get out of town. There are few problems fac-
ing this nation that have not been success-
fully solved by other tribal nations.  Direct 
contact with successful programs jump-
starts the problem-solving process.

• Set egos aside. Any group seeking the best 
answers cannot base decisions on who made the suggestion. A solu-
tion must be judged on its merit, not on its source.  When writing 
law, this is critical.

• Know how to compromise. Legislative stalemates are unavoidable, 
but the Osage Congress is limited only by its collective imagination 
when fi nding ways to get laws passed.

Raymond Red Corn

Jenny Miller

Jake Hefl in

Letters to the Editor Submissions
If you’d like to submit a letter to the editor, mail it to  the Osage 

News, Attn.: Shannon Shaw, 627 Grandview, Pawhuska, OK 74056; 
email sshaw@osagenews.org, or fax to (918) 287-5563. See JUNE 2010 CANDIDATE MESSAGES

—Continued on Page 39
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work to ensure audits, where in the fi eld or in the offi ce are being done 
on a regular basis so that mineral recipients are being paid their amount 
due. Knowing that fossil fuels are fi nite, we must manage our resources 
with due diligence so that in the future our heirs will have a resource 
income from the minerals estate. 

     I have worked in the Oil and Gas industry for more than forty years 
in all capacities. I will approach this job with the professionalism and 
seriousness I have taken with all previous jobs I have held. 

     You can contact me at my web site at www.jimschooling.org or my 
email address at nschooling@cox.net.

–By James Timothy Schooling

Opinion

Cartoon © Santo Domingo Pueblo Cartoon Artist, Ricardo Caté

Without ReservationsJUNE 2010 CANDIDATES MESSAGES
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• Communicate, communicate, communicate. Many of the problems 
plaguing the Osage Nation can be traced to inadequate inter-
branch communication, where meaningful dialogue is the exception, 
not the rule. This must change.

The path to improved, more effective government is no mystery, but 
leadership and cooperation are essential to the effort. If you agree, I ask 
for your support.

–By Raymond Red Corn

Geoffrey Standing Bear
Candidate for Osage Nation Congress

There has been major debate between advo-
cates of two different approaches on fi xing sev-
eral important problems with the present form 
of Osage government. One position is to ignore 
the new Osage Constitution and pursue remedy 
through the BIA and the federal courts and the 
other position is to get into the Osage govern-
ment and push for Amendments to the Constitu-
tion. I have been in the latter camp, those who 
take the Constitutional Amendment view. The 
BIA has been funding the new government since 
it was formed and this was a statement of BIA 
support and recognition. Because I am an attor-
ney who works with the Department of Interior and Department of Jus-
tice attorneys, I knew of their opinion that H.R. 2912 had the effect of 
amending the 1906 Act on the day it became law. Those who argue that 
this law did not really change the 1906 Act form of government were 
either not here, or were not paying attention when the many meetings 
and changes occurred. The recent actions on the election of the Minerals 
Council is yet another announcement that things have changed. The so-
lutions to the contradictions need to come from the Chief and the Osage 
Congress. 

–By Geoffrey Standing Bear

James Timothy Schooling
Candidate for Osage
Nation Minerals Council

     My name is James (Jim) T. Schooling and as 
I have previously announced, I am running for 
the Osage Minerals Council. My mission state-
ment is as follows: I will work with the Minerals 
Council to assure that regulations are being met 
for al minerals being extracted and that every 
cubic foot of gas and barrel of oil and any other 
minerals are being accounted for properly. I will 

Geoff rey Standing Bear

James Timothy Schooling

April 12th is the deadline for all
submissions for the April issue of the

Mark it on your calendars!




