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Election Office mails out
record 2,070 absentee ballot 
requests for special election

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

The Osage orthography graces “Voted” stickers. 

Benny Polacca
Osage News

The Osage Nation Election 
Office received 2,070 absentee 
ballot request forms to vote in 
the March 20 special election 
– a record increase of requests 
received from past elections.

On March 20, Osage voters 
will be asked two questions on 
the special election ballot: One 
question asks voters whether 
the Nation’s definition of mar-
riage should include same-sex 
marriages in tribal law. The 
second question asks whether 
to amend the Osage Constitu-
tion regarding the annual gov-
ernment budget.

March 20 voting will take 
place from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. at 
the former Wah-Zha-Zhi Cul-
tural Center, 1449 W. Main St. 
in Pawhuska. Early voting is 
also scheduled Friday March 
17 (noon to 8 p.m.) and Sat-
urday March 18 (10 a.m. to 8 
p.m.) at the ON Election Office, 
608 Kihekah in Pawhuska.    

Election Supervisor Alexis 
Rencountre said office staff 

processed the absentee ballot 
request forms and all but two 
of the absentee ballots were 
mailed out Feb. 14. She said 
the two remaining absentee 
ballots need to be mailed over-
seas, but she must fill out U.S. 
customs forms first.

Rencountre said the 2,070 
absentee ballot requests were 
received by the Feb. 13 dead-
line, which are 140 more than 
the 1,930 requests received to 
vote in the June 2016 general 
election.

The absentee ballots will 

arrive in a yellow envelope 
with “ballot enclosed” written 
across the front, according to 
the Election Office. There will 
also be instructions for mark-
ing and mailing the absentee 
ballot enclosed. Absentee vot-
ers should complete and mail 
their absentee ballot as soon 
as possible to ensure the ballot 
arrives at the Pawhuska Post 
Office by March 20 to be valid. 

Rencountre said the office 
will post any special election-

Osage Nation Museum opens new 
exhibit exploring photographic 
portraiture of Osages
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Deborah Yates and her son 
John HorseChief caught a 
glimpse of their ancestor as the 
photo of Hope Coshehe flashed 
by on a projector screen in the 
Osage Nation Museum. The 
photo was of Yates’ grand-
mother, who was an orphan 
from Grayhorse who had two 
sisters. It was a surprise.

“I’m just happy to be here 
and really enjoy seeing the 
photographs of family mem-
bers I recognize. I really like 
the way they have the pictures 
matted and hanging, and then 
I saw a photo of my grand-
mother,” Yates said. “It makes 
my heart feel good.”

“Enduring Images: Osage 
Photographic Portraiture” is 
the latest exhibit to be fea-
tured by the ONM. The ex-
hibit challenges the viewers 
to make their own interpreta-
tions on modern-day Osage 
portraits with the iconic por-
traits of Osages from the past. 
More than 100 Osages and 
people from the community 
came to the opening reception 
at the ONM on the evening of 
Feb. 23.

Large and small, the photo-
graphs are matted and framed 
and hung on the walls. Digi-
tized photos from the Ray-
mond W. Red Corn Collection  

were shown in the background 
on a large projector screen 
as patrons analyzed and dis-
cussed the photos over light 
refreshments.

Hallie Winter, ONM Cu-
rator, said the museum staff 
chose 13 photos from their ex-
tensive collection and scanned 
them into high resolution im-
ages. They then sent the im-
ages to a printer in Broken 
Arrow that produced large 
prints for the show.

“We really wanted to make 
an impact with some of the 
images from our collection 

and it was very hard choos-
ing and narrowing it down to 
13, but I think we’ve chosen 
a good representation of what 
we have,” Winter said. “All the 
rest of the framed photographs 
in the show are from our per-
manent collection and they’re 
all from the late 1800s to the 
early 1900s. The majority are 
real photo postcards and we 
also have some cabinet cards 
and black and white photos  
mixed in.”

She said shortly after the 

All photos by SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Osage Nation Museum photos were scanned and then made into large 
prints for its latest exhibit, “Enduring Images: Osage Photographic Por-
traiture.”

Osage Nation breaks 
ground on new women’s 
domestic violence shelter

All photos by BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Attendees at the Feb. 22 groundbreaking ceremony for a new Osage Na-
tion women’s domestic violence shelter included other tribal and local 
government officials and ON Counseling Center employees.

Benny Polacca
Osage News

By summer’s end, a new 
women’s domestic violence 
shelter will be completed and 
open to serve the Osage Nation 
and other community mem-
bers who need to escape an 
abusive living situation.

On Feb. 22, ON officials, 
area government and law en-
forcement officials attended a 
groundbreaking ceremony for 
the planned shelter that will 
be built in at an undisclosed 
Pawhuska location. For safety 
and privacy concerns for shel-
ter clients, locations of these 
facilities are typically not 
shared with the public.

The Nation’s Family Vio-

lence Department will be 
managing the facility being 
constructed on ON tribally-
owned land. Heavy construc-
tion vehicles worked to clear 
out shrubbery and move dirt 
while the groundbreaking cer-
emony attendees commemo-
rated the project’s start.

Olivia “Libbi” Gray, FVD 
director, said the new facility 
is crucial because constructing 
a bigger building means the 
department can serve more 
people and to better ensure 
privacy while female clients 
– and children in some cases 
– escape a violent household, 
recover and plan their next 
steps.

All photos by SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Osage Nation cattle gather to be fed on the southwest portion of the 
Bluestem Ranch on March 2. 

Cattle operation underway 
on Bluestem Ranch; Nation 
owns 800 cows, 40 bulls and 
nearly 200 calves
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News 

NEAR-HOMINY, Okla. – On a clear day in March, three 
members of the Bluestem Ranch LLC board drove to the 
southwest portion of the 43,000-acre Bluestem Ranch to in-
spect their cattle and visit with their Ranch Foreman. 

Setting all Osage politics aside of who is in control of 
the 43,000-acre ranch, the board members talked excitedly 
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Three leases awarded 
for Bluestem Ranch; 
questions remain on 
management 
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The Osage Congressional 
Commerce, Gaming and Land 
Committee held a public hear-
ing at the Grayhorse Indian 
Village community building 
on Feb. 12 to discuss the latest 
developments with the Blue-
stem Ranch. There were more 
than 100 people in attendance.

When the Bluestem Ranch 
LLC board was appointed and 
confirmed, it was the under-
standing that the board would 
be managing the entire 43,000-
acre ranch.

“We hope through this pre-
sentation, to explain why we 
feel the ranch needs to be un-
der the direction of one entity 
and that entity is the Bluestem 
board,” said Congressman Wil-
liam “Kugee” Supernaw, who 
is chair of the committee. “We 
hope to show you that this has 
always been the desire of Con-
gress, and why it is in the best 
interest of the Osage people.” 

Three leases awarded
The Friday before the Con-

gressional public hearing, a 
news release went out from 
the Chief’s Office announcing 
the award of three leases.

Receiving the leases was 
the Bluestem Ranch board, 
the Alred Family (Osage) and 
George Neff (Osage). Accord-
ing to the release, a Procure-
ment Selection Committee 
worked for weeks to determine 
the finalists after a Request for 
Proposals was published in Au-
gust 2016. There were 20 bids 
submitted for grazing leases, 
according to the release.

The selection committee con-
sists of the Nation’s General 
Counsel Terry Mason Moore, 
Senior Advisor to the Chief 
John Williams, Tribal Devel-
opment Department Director 
Bruce Cass and the Nation’s 
Human Resources Director 
Scott Johnson. Standing Bear 
said his staff made recommen-
dations on who should be on 
the committee and he agreed.

Standing Bear said the 
Bluestem Ranch board has 
been awarded approximately 
17,000 acres for grazing and 
he is asking them to manage 
an additional 8,100 acres of 
the newly-created Wah-Zha-
Zhe Bison Preserve for a to-
tal of 25,000 acres. The Alred 
Family has been awarded ap-
proximately 2,700 acres, and 
George Neff has been awarded 
approximately 15,000 acres.

Cass said the acreage award-
ed is approximate until lease 
negotiations are finalized. The 
selection committee evaluated 
proposals, rated and ranked 
them according to the Nation’s 
procurement process, and they 
sent award letters. He said the 
letters do not identify the to-
tal acreage awarded because 
there are still some variables 
that must be satisfied before 
the leases are signed.

“Each pasture or tract of 
land has different variables. 
Some of those tracts will have 
different lease rates than oth-
ers. For example, a heavily 
wooded area may not lease the 
same per acre as an area that’s 
all pasture,” he said. “Until we 
have a lease penned down, we 
don’t have a precise amount 
yet [of cost per acre] because 

we’re going to evaluate them 
on a pasture-by-pasture basis.”

Currently, the ranch board 
is operating 600-800 cattle on 
9,000 acres of the ranch land 
at no cost, he said. The 9,000 
acres will be within the 17,000 
acres awarded. The ranch 
board identified the land they 
wanted to use in their lease 
proposal, he said.

The location of the ranch 
board’s lease is on the south, 
southwest portion of the ranch, 
he said. The Alred Family’s 
lease, if the lease is executed, 
is located on the north, north-
east portion of the ranch. He 
said there are some in-between 
spaces that will most likely be 
the land George Neff’s cattle 
will be placed on, if his lease is 
executed.

A date has not been deter-
mined as to when the leases 
will go into effect. Standing 
Bear sent a memorandum to 
the Osage Agency BIA Super-
intendent Robin Phillips on 
Feb. 16, asking her to clarify 
the leasing procedures. Two 
questions asked to her are 
whether the Nation must wait 
until the land is put into feder-
al trust status before they can 
execute the leases, and, if the 
Osage Nation Congress must 
also approve the leases before 
they’re executed.

The Osage Nation Gaming 
Enterprise Board paid 100 
percent of the cost of the ranch. 
The legal title of the ranch is in 
the name of the Osage Nation.

Contention
The Congress has made it 

clear since the purchase of 
the ranch, and the formation 
of the Bluestem Ranch board, 
it does not support Standing 
Bear making sole decisions 
concerning the ranch.

The relationship between 
the two branches has been 
fraying for months. Standing 
Bear filed an ethics complaint 
to the ON Attorney General 
on Congressman Supernaw in 
June 2016 for comments made 
in the Osage News about the 
ranch board. Congressman Joe 
Tillman (who also organized 
the Grayhorse public hearing) 
walked out of the Congres-
sional chambers in December 
2016, refusing to hear a pre-
sentation on the ranch from 

Executive Branch staff. Con-
gresswoman Maria Whitehorn 
made accusations against 
Standing Bear on a popular 
Osage Facebook forum Jan. 6 
that he made a deal with Tex-
as-based Four Sixes Ranch and 
let them unload cattle onto the 
ranch. The AG dismissed the 
complaint on Supernaw and 
the accusation about the Four 
Sixes Ranch turned out to be 
untrue.  

Whether there are more eth-
ics complaints is unknown be-
cause the Attorney General’s 
office and Standing Bear’s of-
fice recently denied requests 
by the Osage News for a copy of 
all ethics complaints and their 
resolutions made by elected 
officials against each other in 
2016, citing confidential and 
proprietary information. The 
Osage News asked the AG’s of-
fice just how many complaints 
were filed by elected officials in 
2016 and no response had been 
given by the time this story 
was published. 

 
Grayhorse meeting

Speaker of the Osage Na-
tion Congress, Angela Pratt, 
began the three-and-a-half 
hour meeting with a power 
point presentation explaining 
the timeline of events leading 
up to the purchase of the ranch 
and the situation that ensued 
over who or what entity should 
manage the ranch.

“We did work a lot together 
and I think it was quoted that 
we were ‘one mind,’ and I’ll tell 
you that much, we weren’t one 
mind,” she said of the process 
to buy the ranch. “There was a 
lot of discussion and we didn’t 
agree on everything but we did 
dig deep and work really hard 
together.”

Supernaw said the Congress 
did not want to make another 
mistake like the Osage LLC, 
where the nation lost $18 mil-
lion dollars. He said the Con-
gress and Executive Branch 
agreed the best way to move 
forward with the ranch was to 
form the Bluestem Ranch LLC, 
a subsidiary under the Tall-
grass Economic Development 
LLC (TED), and TED would 

Courtesy Photo/ON Communications

The Osage Congressional Commerce, Gaming and Land Committee public hearing held at the Grayhorse Indian 
Village community building on Feb. 12.

ON Education Department hosts 
inaugural Seventh Grade Science Fair
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The Osage Nation Educa-
tion Department hosted its 
inaugural Seventh Grade 
Science Fair Feb. 21-24 in 
Pawhuska with students from 
across Osage County showcas-
ing their scientific work.

Throughout the four days, 
students from Bowring, Osage 
Hills, Avant, Woodland, Barn-
sdall, Shidler, Skiatook, and 
Pawhuska brought their sci-
ence projects to the Osage 
County Fairgrounds where 
they presented their research 
projects and results to judges 
who evaluated their work.

The science fair is an initia-
tive to promote the mission of 
the ONED’s Science Technol-
ogy, Engineering, Arts, and 
Math (STEAM) Program, ac-
cording to a prepared release. 
“With the STEAM Program, we 
want the children to engage in 
the concepts regularly by pro-
viding activities and resources 
to emphasize the application 
of knowledge to real-life situ-
ations,” said Jennifer Holding, 
ONED STEAM Resource Co-
ordinator. “The Osage Nation 
wants to enrich the lives of our 
children by expanding their 
opportunities and prepare 
them with the knowledge and 
skill to persevere into STEAM 
related careers.” 

The Education Department 
worked in partnership with 
the Nation’s Environmental 
and Natural Resources (ENR) 
Department and the Osage 
County Interlocal Co-op to put 
on the event.

Education Department Di-
rector Mary Wildcat said hav-
ing a strong partnership with 
area schools that have high en-
rollment of Osages benefits all 
students so everyone has an 
opportunity to participate and 
compete in the science fair.

“Many students would love 
to participate in events, such 
as this, but some of them lack 
the necessary resources (gas 
money, vehicle, available par-
ent, etc.). Working with the 
schools will ensure our Osage 
children have the opportunity 

to not only participate in the 
event, but also see a lot of inter-
esting projects, meet STEAM 
career professionals, and expe-
rience the atmosphere of a sci-
ence fair,” Wildcat said. 

According to www.steame-
du.com, the STEAM frame-
work is intended to teach 
functional literacy that is 
based on natural ways of 
learning and is customizable 
for all types of educators and 
students. “STEAM is adapt-
able, benchmarked, measur-
able and easily reinforces the 
standards in unique and en-
gaging ways. STEAM ties all 
the subjects to each other in an 
interdisciplinary way, as well 
as to the full spectrum of the 
rapidly changing business and 
professional world. It is a life-
long career and life-readiness 
way of educating and learning 
that is adaptable to the rapidly 

changing global world we live 
in,” the website states.

Holding said the students’ 
project work will be evaluat-
ed, scored and Principal Chief 
Geoffrey Standing Bear will 
announce those results online. 
She said all first place win-
ners will be eligible to win a 
grand prize, which is a Tulsa 
field trip to visit Bricks 4 Kidz, 
which offers creative and chal-
lenging classes using Lego toy 
bricks and pieces. She also 
said the school with the high-
est point percentage will win a 
pizza party.

The results were not re-
leased when the March edition 
of Osage News went to press. 

For more information on 
the Education Department, 
visit www.osagenation-nsn.
gov/what-we-do/education-
department, follow the de-
partment on Facebook or call  
(918) 287-5300.

All photos by CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

Skiatook Public School students sit by their poster boards and wait to be 
judged at the 1st Annual Osage Nation STEAM Science Fair on Feb. 23 at 
the Osage County Fairgrounds.

Jacqueline Boulanger judges a team from Skiatook at the 1st Annual 
Osage Nation STEAM Science Fair on Feb. 23 at the Osage County Fair-
grounds.

More photos on page 6
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Shareholder’s request for 
OMC financial records 
dismissed by ON Trial Court
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Osage Nation Trial Court 
Associate Judge Lisa Otipo-
by-Herbert dismissed Patri-
cia Spurrier Bright’s request 
for financial records from the 
Osage Minerals Council on 
Feb. 24. 

Bright, an Osage sharehold-
er who represented herself in 
court, requested the general 
ledger of the mineral’s coun-
cil’s S510 and C395 accounts 
under the Nation’s open re-
cords law on Oct. 16, 2016. She 
did not receive a response. She 
then filed her request to com-
pel the OMC to produce the re-
cords in Osage Trial Court on 
Dec. 2, 2016.

According to the open re-
cords law, a government entity 
has 10 business days to reply 
to a request, either with the re-
cords or a letter of denial. Vio-
lation of the open records law 
is punishable by a fine of up 
to $5,000, and the court also 
awards court costs, attorney 
fees and expenses.

Otipoby-Herbert said that 
under the open records law, 
the entity that would hold the 
OMC’s financial records would 
be the Osage Nation Treasur-
er’s Office and not the council. 

Fiduciary responsibility
Norman-based attorney Da-

vid McCullough, of Saunders, 
Daniel & Anderson, LLP, rep-
resented the council and said 
that the recent ON Supreme 
Court ruling concerning the 
ethics law, in Boone, Waller, 
Red Corn, Cheshewalla and 
Erwin, Duly Elected Minerals 
Council Members v. The Osage 
Nation (2016), and ON Attor-
ney General opinions have 
created a burden on the OMC 
to follow the Nation’s open re-
cords law. He said the OMC 
wanted their own independent 
treasurer to handle its own 
S510 and C395 accounts but 
the AG said that wouldn’t be 
legal under Osage law. 

“We would love a court or-
der that the Osage Minerals 
Council is an independent 
agency and is in control of its 
own funds, but we haven’t got-
ten that,” he said. “Under the 

open records act, we are not 
required to produce what we 
don’t have.”

He said the council does 
have copies of invoices but 
they don’t have a copy of the 
detailed ledger requested by 
Spurrier Bright.

Spurrier Bright said Osage 
Nation accountants assigned 
to the OMC used to come to 
the OMC’s monthly meetings 
and give reports on the S510 
and C395 accounts but they 
haven’t done so in months. 
Former Minerals Councilman 
Myron Red Eagle was recog-
nized from the gallery and he 
said when he was serving on 
the council, from 2010-2014, 
they gave a financial report at 
each monthly meeting.

“The shareholders have no 
idea how they’re spending the 
money,” she said. “We’re just 
worried about our money being 
wasted … they’ve shut us out 
and that’s my big complaint.”

Otipoby-Herbert asked 
McCullough if the relation-
ship between the OMC and 
shareholders is a fiduciary  
responsibility? He answered 
“absolutely.”

“If we have a shareholder 
seeking information, then 
shouldn’t you have to respond 
as part of that fiduciary re-
sponsibility?” she asked. 

He said he believes Osage 
law interferes with the miner-
als council’s ability to respond 
to requests because the infor-
mation Spurrier Bright sought 
is with the Treasurer. 

“I think the Attorney Gen-
eral and the Supreme Court 
has interfered with the Osage 
Minerals Council and the peo-
ple who elect it,” he said. “And, 
has placed burdens on the 
council.”

Spurrier Bright said Mc-
Cullough was using the recent 
loss in the ON Supreme Court 
to garner sympathy but the 
“shareholders like” the ruling 
because it makes the OMC ac-
countable to the Nation’s eth-
ics law. “You’re kind of picking 
and choosing which ones you 
like,” she said.

She told Otipoby-Herbert 
she thinks the OMC is with-
holding records to share-
holders because they don’t 
want shareholders to see how 
much money they’ve wasted. 
Otipoby-Herbert said what 
Spurrier Bright wanted was 
a step beyond what they were 
in court to hear that day. She 
told Spurrier Bright to request 
the records from the Trea-
surer’s Office and then ask to 
be placed on the agenda for  
the Mineral’s Council’s next 
meeting. 

She told Spurrier Bright she 
could then ask her elected rep-
resentatives the questions she 
wanted answers to and “hold 
their feet to the fire.” 

“I can’t give you legal advice, 
or what your next step would 
be,” Otipoby-Herbert said.  
“I can’t do anything more un-
der the parameters of the case 
today.”

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

The Osage Nation Trial Court building located on the Osage Nation Cam-
pus in Pawhuska, Okla.

Osage student 
achieves perfect
score on ACT test
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Pierce Pettit has done 
something less than 1 
percent of the population 
can do, he has scored  
a perfect score on his 
ACT test.

“I was pretty sur-
prised. The first time I 
took it, I went in with-
out studying, just to see 
what I would get. I got a 
35. At the time, I thought 
that was the only time 
I was going to take it. 
But, then I learned that 
I could take it with the 
writing portion. So, I 
took it again and wasn’t expecting anything higher and 
I got a 36.”

Pettit, 18, is a senior at Booker T. Washington High 
School in Tulsa, Okla. He scored a 36 on his ACT compos-
ite score, a perfect score. Out of all the U.S. high school 
graduates in the class of 2015, only 1,598 of more than 
1.92 million students scored a 36, according to a letter 
from Marten Roorda, the CEO for the ACT National Of-
fice. 

“Your exceptional scores will provide any college or uni-
versity ample evidence of your readiness for the academic 
rigors that lie ahead. ACT scores are accepted by all major 
U.S. four-year colleges and universities,” according to the 
letter. “Test scores are just one of multiple criteria that 
most colleges consider when making admission decisions.”

According to a prepared release, the ACT consists of 
tests in English, mathematics, reading and science. Each 
test is scored on a scale of 1-36 and a student’s composite 
score is the average of the four test scores. 

Pettit has chosen to attend Northwestern University, 
located in Evanston, Ill., a suburb north of Chicago. He 
chose Northwestern for its McCormick School of Science 
and Engineering, it was his first choice. He said he is in-
terested in materials engineering but is still undecided. 
Northwestern boasts one of the top programs in the coun-
try for Materials Science and Engineering.  

“He’s always been very bright,” said his dad, Jay Pettit. 
“I would credit that with he loves to read. The kid, he’s 
read more books than I ever did and he’s very well versed, 
as far as the classics.”

His father Jay is a dentist from Hominy and his moth-
er Kim is a professional cyclist who races for a team out 
of Florida. He has a little brother who is a sophomore at 
Bishop Kelly High School. 

“I’ve never really seen him study much,” his dad said. 
“The kid, when he learns something it’s there for good. 
He’s done a lot of tutoring and test prep for other stu-
dents.” 

Aside from scoring a perfect ACT score, Pierce is an 
Eagle Scout. He’s competed in the National Science Bowl 
twice, once in the 8th grade and a second time when he 
was a junior. Last year he helped Booker T. win the State 
Academic Bowl (they’ve won three years in a row) and 
he’s a National Merit Finalist. He’s also the captain of the 
swim team and helped Booker T. win third place in the 
State Finals. He also helped found the Native American 
Club at Booker T. 

“At Northwestern I just hope to get involved and make 
the most out of my time there and spend time in Chicago, 
I love that city,” he said.

For more information about the ACT test, visit their 
website at: www.act.org. 

Courtesy Photo

Pierce Pettit, 18, scored a 36 on his 
ACT, a perfect score. 

Osage Culture Traveling Trunk 
touring Missouri schools
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The Osage culture is being 
presented in Missouri schools 
in the form of an “Osage Cul-
ture Traveling Trunk,” a part-
nership between the Osage 
Nation and Missouri State 
University. 

The actual trunk holds 

hands-on educational materi-
als appropriate for grades el-
ementary through high school 
and is aimed at educating stu-
dents about Missouri’s first in-
habitants.

“The Osage Culture Travel-
ing Trunk is a living project, 
which means the staff of the 
Osage Nation Historic Pres-
ervation Office and Missouri 

State University will continue 
to contribute and expand the 
trunk as it reaches wider audi-
ences,” according to the Osage 
Nation Historic Preservation 
Office website. “Many thanks 
to the diligent students and 
staff of Missouri State Univer-

Courtesy Photo/Dr . Elizabeth Sobel

Children look at contents of the Osage Culture Traveling Trunk in Springfield, Mo.
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related updates and reminders 
to their “Osage Nation Elec-
tion Office” Facebook page as 
the election nears. She said 
she also anticipates not all 
the requested absentee ballots 
will arrive by the Election Day 
deadline and noted voters who 
receive their absentee ballots 
are also permitted to vote in-
person if they wish.

According to the election 
notice, absentee ballot voters 
who wish to vote in person will 
need to come to the poll on the 
three election days and they 
must bring their absentee bal-
lot and surrender it to election 
staff. Next, they will be re-
quired to sign an affidavit stat-
ing they received an absentee 
ballot, but did not vote it.

The Election Office is also 
encouraging Osages to keep 
their individual mailing ad-
dresses up-to-date to receive 
notices and updates regard-
ing upcoming elections and 
especially to be notified of 
crucial deadlines for future  
absentee voting.

As of Feb. 14, Rencountre 
said about 1,600 election no-
tices were returned by the post 
office due to bad addresses for 
reasons including individuals 
moving without leaving a for-
warding address. She said the 
office also kept busy process-
ing 1,200 address updates due 
to the bad addresses.

Election Board Chairwoman 
Shannon Lockett said she was 
disappointed with the number 
of election notice returns, but 
said this illustrates that keep-
ing a voter registry is a never-
ending project.

According to the election of-
fice, eligible Osage voters are 
defined as adults 18 years old 
on or before Election Day and 
who possess an Osage Nation 
Membership Card on or after 
Oct. 9, 2002, which bears the 
signature of a Principal Chief.

For more information, the 
Election Office website is at 
www.osagenation-nsn.gov/
what-we-do/elections and can 
be reached at (918) 287-5286.

Over 480 absentee ballots 
mailed in as of Feb. 27
Benny Polacca
Osage News

As of Feb. 27, the Osage Nation Election Office reported 
that nearly 23 percent of the absentee ballots sent out for 
the March special election were mailed to the Pawhuska 
Post Office from those voters who requested them.

According to a posting on the Election Office Facebook 
page, 482 of the 2,070 ballots were received at the post of-
fice. Per arrangements with the post office, the ballots are 
deposited and kept in metal locked boxes and will not be 
picked up until 10 a.m. of election day, which is March 20.

“Election Office staff does not have access to the ballots,” 
according to the Facebook posting. “We know the number 
of ballots received based on daily reports given to us by the 
Post Office. Ballots are kept at the Post Office in a locked 
ballot box until Election Day.”

Each absentee ballot was sent out in a yellow envelope 
containing the ballot, instructions for completing and 
mailing the ballot and a paid-postage envelope specifying 
the Election Office’s post office box address for returning 
the filled-out ballot. 

In this special election, Osage voters will be asked two 
questions on the ballot: One question asks voters whether 
the Nation’s definition of marriage should include same-
sex marriages in tribal law. The second question asks 
whether to amend the Osage Constitution regarding the 
annual government budget.

The Nation’s elections are governed by the Osage elec-
tion code and rules and regulations. Those mandates 
specify the duties and responsibilities for carrying out 
the election duties, which include picking up the absentee 
ballots from the post office only on election day. At that 
time, election officials will pick up the ballots with an ON 
police escort to transport the ballots to the designated  
polling place.

The March 20 election day poll will be the former Wah-
Zha-Zhi Cultural Center building at 1449 W. Main St. 
in Pawhuska from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Early voting is also 
scheduled Friday March 17 (noon to 8 p.m.) and Saturday 
March 18 (10 a.m. to 8 p.m.) at the ON Election Office, 608 
Kihekah in Pawhuska.   

Early voting ballots will be kept in the Election Office 
locked vault and will be retrieved with the same police es-
cort for absentee ballots, as in past elections.

The Election Office is also encouraging absentee voters 
to contact staff as soon as possible in the event their ballot 
does not arrive. 

“We have been receiving ballots back due to bad ad-
dresses! Most we are able to correct, but not all! You can 
e-mail us at electionoffice@osagenation-nsn.gov or call toll 
free at 1-877-560-5286.”

sity, as well our other partners 
who made the trunk a reality.”

The trunk contains Osage 
Nation-approved materials 
on Osage lands, language, In-
Lon-Schka Dances, art, toys, 
foods, houses, the Osage News, 
Osage dice and books. Photos, 
samples of yarnwork, sam-
ples of buffalo pelts and other 
hands-on materials assist the 
students in gaining a cross-
cultural understanding of the 
Osage.  

Dr. Elizabeth Sobel, a pro-
fessor at MSU who has also 
taught two staffers at the 
ONHPO, helped with the for-
mation of the trunk after one of 
her graduate students, Megan 
Scales, came up with the idea 
in 2009. Sobel said it started 
out as a plan for an exhibit in 
an interactive kid’s museum in 
Springfield, Mo. Scales noticed 
that other nations from around 
the world were represented in 
the museum, but Native Amer-
icans were not. Scales decided 
to make her thesis about what 
a Native American interactive 
exhibit would look like. 

She reached out to the 
ONHPO and for nearly a year, 
Scales and Sobel met with the 
ONHPO and the Tribal Cul-
tural Advisors (TCA) commit-
tee, a board made up of Osage 
elders from the three districts 
of Grayhorse, Hominy and 
Pawhuska. The TCA approved 
the content selected for the 
exhibit. Although her thesis 
was a hit with her professor, 
the museum didn’t move on it. 
Sobel felt like they had let the 
ONHPO staff down.

“To not do anything with the 
information we had amassed 

would have been a breach of 
trust. There isn’t anything 
available for kids to learn any-
thing about the Osages, the 
first peoples, from the way 
Osages would want to be stud-
ied,” she said. “I talked to Dr. 
Andrea Hunter, how about I 
write a grant, to the Missouri 
Humanities Council, to cre-
ate something out of this and 
make it a Traveling Trunk and 
make a website.”

The Missouri Humanities 
Council gave Sobel $2,500 to 
make a trunk and website and 
it wasn’t enough. She turned 
to MSU, the Nation, the His-
tory Museum on the Square 
(a local museum) and the Na-
tional Endowment for the Hu-
manities. At the time, ONHPO 
NAGPRA Assistant Sarah 
O’Donnell was one of Sobel’s 
graduate students and she 
helped Sobel create the trunk. 
They reformatted parts of the 
exhibit so the items could eas-
ily fit in a trunk. Donations 
were made for the trunk by 
local Osages that included 
women’s ribbonwork leggings, 
yarnwork, instructions for In-
dian Dice, maps of the Osage 
Reservation, past and present. 
They presented the finished 
product to the TCA. 

The History Museum on the 
Square has had possession of 
the trunk and they regularly 
check it out to local school 
teachers. A second-grade 
teacher from Holland Elemen-
tary in Springfield, Stephanie 
Roepke, said she wishes the 
trunk was advertised more 
because it was a hit with her 
students.

“My students loved the 
trunk and they loved getting 
to hold and see the materials 
provided,” Roepke said. “It was 

a great idea to have small ver-

sions of the pelts because every 

kiddo wanted to hold one and 

there were plenty for each.”

Sobel said it was important 

to show school-age children in 

Missouri that Osages weren’t 

people of the past and they had 

a rich culture that tied back to 

their state.

“It’s seems small in a way, 

it’s just a trunk with some 

stuff in it, but it was a lot of 

work. Just coming to an un-

derstanding of what should be 

in there, what’s appropriate 

and what isn’t,” Sobel said. “I 

don’t know if they actually re-

alize that part, of what I would 

think is significant. This isn’t 

just something some anthro-

pologist put together, or some 

hobbyist guy that loves bows 

and arrows … it was the Osage 

Nation.” 

For more information on 

the trunk, visit the website at: 

http://osageculturetraveling-

trunk.weebly.com.

Contact the History Mu-

seum on the Square to borrow 

the trunk or request a presen-

tation by a museum educator:

Call: (417) 831-1976 or (417) 

832-1200

Email: Info@historymuseu-

monthesquare.org  

Visit: 157 Park Central 

Square, Springfield, Missouri 

65806

Learn more about the His-

tory Museum at http://histo-

rymuseumonthesquare.org/. 

about the possibilities of their 
emerging cattle operation. In 
December, they purchased 800 
cows and 40 bulls for $1.3 mil-
lion from local ranchers. The 
board has been given 9,000 
acres, rent free, to run their 
operation. Since the cows have 
been on the land, 194 calves 
have been born and more are 
on the way. Ranch board chair, 
Faren Revard Anderson, said 
the bulls will be arriving soon. 

The quality of the cows is 
something to be proud of, said 
Francis Murphy, outgoing 
board member. His term ends 
this month and he is not seek-
ing reappointment. 

“I would say [this operation] 
is top notch. If I drove through 
here and saw these type of 
cows, and these type of calves, 
I would feel like these people 
are doing the right thing,” he 
said. “They can’t really make 
a judgement on the manage-
ment, we haven’t had it long 
enough to show any manage-
ment practices. That might 
result from burning or spray-
ing, or rotational grazing. But, 
if you’re just driving through 
here just to look at the cows, I 
would think any other rancher 
that came by here wouldn’t 
have anything but good to say.”

Running a ranch is a deli-
cate balance of many variables, 
he said. Weather, government, 
crop production, all hugely 
affect a ranch. If there is a 
drought and there is a very 
short supply of crops, then 
the rancher must buy feed to 
supplement the cattle’s diet 
during the winter months and 
that can get very expensive, he 
said. The dry grass during the 
winter months does not have 
enough protein. 

“It also makes the cattle 
market go up at times because 
a lot of people have to sell out 
and what that did a few years 
ago was make the cattle num-
bers lower, so it’s basically all 
a supply and demand,” he said. 
“So the less cattle you have 
available, usually, the price is 
higher and it’s just like any-
thing else. If you have an over-
supply of your product usually 
your price is lower. The ex-
ports, the government with the 
export markets can affect the 
price that we sell. Weather is 
a huge factor, death loss, the 
weather effects the death loss 
on these baby calves tremen-
dously. This year’s been in-
credibly good. We haven’t had 
any calves die due to freezing.”

Murphy said the goal of the 
board is to sell the majority 
of the calves at weening time 
and keep replacement heifers. 
Most of the cattle are Angus, 
Angus Cross and a few are 
Hereford Cross. 

“They are a breed that is 
in pretty high demand and 
they have easy calving genet-
ics with a good feed lot perfor-
mance, carcass performance, 
high marbling,” he said. “Mar-
bling’s in the steaks, which 
makes the steaks taste good, 
which makes people want to 
buy your product.”

Life cycle of a ranch
The life cycle of a ranch be-

gins with the calves born in the 
spring, and the ranchers call 
them spring calves. They’re 

normally born in either Febru-
ary, March or April. The calves 
will then be pinned and given 
their vaccinations, the bulls 
will be castrated and then put 
back with their mothers. The 
calves will then graze through 
the spring and summer. 

“The grass that God put 
here in the Osage is the best 
in the world for 120 days of the 
year,” Murphy said. “You can’t 
beat it, which is your big blue-
stem, little bluestem, Indian 
grass and switch grass, those 
are your main four.”

By mid-October, first of No-
vember, the majority of ranch-
ers ween their spring calves 
and bring them back to the 
corrals. They are then taken 
away from their mothers and 
they are either sold or weened 
to be away from their mothers, 
Murphy said.

It is a lot of work moving the 
cattle on the ranch and that is 
why they are looking for day 
labor, or cowboys, to help the 
foreman. Board member Jim 
Perrier said they will have to 
have at least 5-6 cowboys to 
work the ranch. The cowboys 
bring their own trucks, trailers 
and horses. 

Perrier said there are three 
basic things that need to be 
maintained on a ranch. A lot 
of controlled burning needs to 
happen, a lot of weed spraying 
for noxious weeds, “and there’s 
a lot of it on this place. A lot 
of briars; sericea is a big prob-
lem.” Fences are another ma-
jor upkeep because they must 
keep the cattle in the pasture 
and keep them separated from 
other ranch operations. Pins 
need to be kept up, and the 
houses on the ranch, there are 
three. The foreman lives in one 
of them. 

Murphy said ranchers must 
be careful not to put too many 
cattle on the land because the 
cattle could overgraze. He said 
if cattle overgraze every year 
then the good grass won’t grow 
anymore and what is left is a 
thin, wiry grass that cattle can 
survive on but they will gain 
half the weight they should. 
Another pitfall, the bluestem 
may not grow back, it could 
take years if it grows back at 
all, he said. 

“We’re selling this grass, 
that’s what we’re selling,” Per-
rier said. “We’re selling the 
cattle but the cattle harvest 
the grass for us. If we don’t 
have any grass to harvest our 
cattle then we aren’t going to 
do good, they’re not going to 
bring much money. The grass 
is your number one priority. 
Burn, and spray, don’t over-
graze. Cannot overgraze, you 
have to allow enough for a cow 
that she’ll have plenty in a dry 
year and it has to last summer 
and winter.”

Perrier said it makes him 
feel good to see the cattle on 
the ranch, branded with “ON.” 

“These are Osage Nation 
cattle, on Osage Nation land, 
managed by Osages,” Perrier 
said. “That is something to be 
proud of.”

For more information on 
jobs with the Bluestem Ranch, 
visit their website at: www.
tallgrass-osage.com/bluestem-
ranch-3/

See more photos
on page 19

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

A calf poses for the Osage News on March 2.
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Photos and video of
Tulsa Osage Casino
construction available online
Osage News

TULSA, Okla. – As construction progresses on the Tulsa 
Osage Casino expansion, photo and video updates will be posted 
to the www.osagecasinos.com website.

On the website main page, visitors can click a gold button 
to access a web page where 16 recent photos and three-minute 
video footage of the construction project are posted. Drone aerial 
video footage is also posted to the website, credited to Crossland 
Construction Company, which is building the new casino and 
126-room hotel property.

The $150 million construction project is expected to last 
through summer 2018.

As of Feb. 15, construction crews installed more than two doz-
en concrete pillars and a wall as part of the foundation needed 
to support the forthcoming building being built just west of the 
current Tulsa casino, which opened in 2005. The west side doors 
of the casino, which served as access to the now-demolished 
Osage Event Center, are now sealed.

“We’re going to try and keep everyone up to date as much as 
possible, especially those (Osage citizens) out of town,” Bighorse 
said of the photo and video plans during a December Osage Na-
tion Gaming Enterprise Board meeting. 

According to announced plans, the new Tulsa casino will fea-
ture 1,500 electronic games, 20 table games and five poker ta-
bles. The casino will also include bar and restaurant amenities 
and the hotel will include six suites, a ballroom and multiple 
conference rooms and banquet facilities.

All photos by BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

A “coming soon” sign is posted in front of the Tulsa Osage Casino with an artist’s rendering of the forthcoming 
expanded casino and hotel under construction.

Dirt is removed and the ground is leveled for the foundation on Feb. 15 that will support the forthcoming Tulsa 
Osage Casino and hotel that is being built next to the current casino.

Construction crews work on the ongoing expanded Tulsa Osage Casino and hotel project on Feb. 15.

Concrete pillars are installed as part of foundation support for the expanded Tulsa Osage Casino and hotel 
under construction immediately west of the current casino.

A “coming soon” sign is posted at the Tulsa Osage Casino showing a preview of the expanded casino and hotel 
under construction.

ON Congress passes 
$450,000 match for 
grant to fund broadband 
internet project
Benny Polacca
Osage News

During the sixth special session, the Fifth Osage Nation 
Congress approved a $450,000 appropriation bill to pay a 
tribal match for a grant intended to fund a broadband Inter-
net project for the Bowring area.

With a 10-1 vote on Feb. 27, the Congress passed bill 
ONCA 17-22 (sponsored by Congressional Speaker Angela 
Pratt) that states the $450,000 is a 15 percent match for the 
($3 million) 2017 Community Connect Grant, which is of-
fered through the U.S. Department of Agriculture. The bill 
also states the $450,000 will be taken out of the Nation’s 
economic development fund upon notification of the grant 
award for this application. 

The Nation’s Utility Authority Board, which sought the 
grant, met with the Congressional governmental operations 
committee during the one-day special session to discuss the 
grant, as well as a similar one the board pursued last year 
for the rural Fairfax and Grayhorse village area.

The 2017 Community Connect Grant is the same one the 
Nation applied for last year for the same $3 million amount 
to build a broadband internet infrastructure in the Fairfax 
and Grayhorse area. Paul Bemore, the UAB chairman, said 
he is still waiting to hear whether the Fairfax and Gray-
horse project will be awarded funding.

“It’s been one thing after another, we’ve turned everything 
in … no response,” Bemore said. “But I still have faith.” The 
Fourth ON Congress approved the $450,000 match for the 
2016 Community Connect Grant during its 13th special ses-
sion last May.

The Community Connect Grant opportunity, available 
through the USDA, helps fund broadband deployment into 
rural communities where it is not yet economically viable 
for private sectors to deliver service, according to the De-
partment’s website.

In 2015, the Utility Authority Board started pursuing 
a feasibility study after Congress passed funding for the 
study that summer. The board hired Oklahoma City-based 
ACRS Telecommunications to conduct the study and it was 
a key for the Nation to start applying for grants.

James Lightfoot, ACRS president, told the committee the 
$450,000 would be used to cover administrative costs for 
two years but eventually the Nation would have to fund the 
broadband service itself.

Jill Jones, the operating general manager for the Na-
tion’s Tallgrass Economic Development subsidiary, Tall-
grass Technology Services, said the company is lending its 

See sessIOn
—Continued  on Page 7

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

The Fifth Osage Nation Congress meets in the Congressional cham-
bers building in Pawhuska for a one-day special session on Feb. 27.
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have no say in the day-to-day 
management of the ranch.

“We also agreed the Con-
gress and Executive Branch 
would not be able to interfere 
in any way,” he said. “It was to 
be totally free of political inter-
ference. I think political inter-
ference contributed to the loss 
of the previous [Osage] LLC.”

Members of Congress agreed 
that Standing Bear stopped co-
operating with the ranch board 
after the board stated they did 
not want to initially operate 
bison because research had to 
be done for best practices, ad-
equate fencing had to be priced 
and researched, and they did 
not want to buy the leftover bi-
son from Ted Turner because 
Turner wanted $840,000 for 
440 head of yearling bison and 
the ranch board felt they could 
get bison for free by joining 
the Intertribal Bison Coop-
erative. At the time the ranch 
board had been appropriated  
$2 million.

Congresswoman Maria 
Whitehorn made a presenta-
tion on documents she has 
accumulated throughout the 
process that included emails 

from Standing Bear,Osage 
News articles about the ranch 
and ranch board, memos and 
other documents.

“I’m going to start off by say-
ing that I’m so proud we own 
this ranch. It’s so meaningful 
that we could all get together 
and get this accomplished,” 
she said.

She said the situation in-
volving Standing Bear isn’t 
about him specifically “it’s for 
that chief sitting in that chair 
40 years from now, and for  
our children.”

The meeting was also the 
first time for some mem-
bers of Congress to hear that 
Standing Bear is planning a  
bison preserve.

Congressman Ron Shaw 
said the Nation spent $74 mil-
lion on the purchase of the 
ranch, and the Tulsa Osage 
Casino expansion will cost 
another $150 million. He said 
now is not the time to spend 
more money operating a bison 
preserve

“The chief is not trying to 
manage the Bluestem Board. 
After they made the recom-
mendation not to buy bison, 
[Chief] has decided that he 
is the sole manager of the 
Bluestem Ranch, all 43,000 

acres,” Shaw said. “I am very 
concerned about having the 
Executive Branch manage a 
possession that’s that large 
and that important to the Na-
tion without experts, and I 
think it should be run by ex-
perts.”

The Bluestem Ranch board 
is made up of five Osage in-
dividuals with a vast array 
of ranching knowledge. They 
are Faren Revard Anderson 
(chair), Francis Murphy, Te-
resa Meade, Jackie Badley and 
Jim Perrier.

Anderson gave a rundown 
of what the board had planned 
for the 43,000 acres before they 
were told they would have to 
submit a bid for a lease. She 
was confident the ranch would 
have been self-sustaining in 
less than five years under their 
management.

Legal questions
Whitehorn said the 2013 

Osage Nation Supreme Court 
case, Red Corn vs. Red Ea-
gle, answered the question 
on whether former Principal 
Chief John Red Eagle could ap-
point his brother Eddy Red Ea-
gle Jr. to an enterprise board. 
The Supreme Court said yes, 
he could, because the chief has 

no authority to supervise an 
enterprise board and an enter-
prise board is an independent 
entity, she said.

“He’s using a law that we 
just passed called the Hearth 
Act. He’s saying that we can’t 
lease it to the board because 
of the Hearth Act, we’re going 
to have to charge them and 
charge them a bond. That’s 
not true at all,” Whitehorn 
said. “The Hearth Act is an act 
that’s passed for tribal govern-
ments to be able to utilize their 
property for their own growth 
and economic development.”

A member of the audience 
asked Whitehorn later if the 
Congress planned to sue the 
chief and she said “no” because 
they were already involved in 
two lawsuits with the chief and 
she didn’t think that was the 
best use of the people’s money.

Standing Bear said he is op-
erating within the law and the 
Congress may not like it but 
the Osage Nation Supreme 
Court has ruled in his favor on 
the Separation of Powers issue 
once already.

“We have an internal dif-
ference of views as to which 
groups will have responsibil-
ity to manage this land … I 
am confident that we will ul-

timately arrive at a conclusion 
that manages this land in a 
responsible way so that we can 
protect it for generations to 
come,” he said.

Standing Bear said he has 
suggested a 20-year manage-
ment agreement to Board 
Chair Faren Revard Anderson 
to manage the bison preserve.

“The private rancher bids 
are strong and are by success-
ful Osage ranchers. They did 
propose higher payments to 
Osage Nation but the propos-
als were very comprehensive 
and included proper care of the 
land which is a priority mat-
ter,” he said.

To watch the first video of 
the Osage Congressional Com-
merce, Gaming and Land Com-
mittee public hearing, visit the 
Osage Nation YouTube chan-
nel at: www.youtube.com/
watch?v=cAWfcCj4ztg.

To watch the second video 
of the Osage Congressional 
Commerce, Gaming and Land 
Committee public hearing, vis-
it the Osage Nation YouTube 
channel at: www.youtube.
com/watch?v=j61FtQTFtes.

CLOCKWISE FROM ABOVE: 

Skiatook Public School students get checked in at the 

1st Annual Osage Nation STEAM Science Fair on Feb. 

23 at the Osage County Fairgrounds.  

Michael Knight poses by his poster board at the 1st 

Annual Osage Nation STEAM Science Fair on Feb. 23 

at the Osage County Fairgrounds.

Skiatook Public School students participated in the 

1st Annual Osage Nation STEAM Science Fair on Feb. 

23 at the Osage County Fairgrounds.

Osage Minerals Councilman Talee Redcorn judges a 

poster board at the 1st Annual Osage Nation STEAM 

Science Fair on Feb. 23 at the Osage County Fair-

grounds.

Osage Minerals Councilman Talee Redcorn judges a 

poster board at the 1st Annual Osage Nation STEAM 

Science Fair on Feb. 23 at the Osage County Fair-

grounds.

Congressman Otto Hamilton judges a poster board at 

the 1st Annual Osage Nation STEAM Science Fair on 

Feb. 23 at the Osage County Fairgrounds.

Brianna Height poses by her poster board at the 1st 

Annual Osage Nation STEAM Science Fair on Feb. 23 

at the Osage County Fairgrounds.

Osage Nation Education Department staff Mandy 

McKinley and Shaina Perrier sit at the “Refueling Sta-

tion” at the nation’s 1st Annual Osage Nation STEAM 

Science Fair on Feb. 23 at the Osage County Fair-

grounds.

Inaugural 
Science Fair
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–from Page 5“We have a shelter that is 
currently located in a neigh-
borhood so there is little con-
fidentiality or security as to its 
location,” Gray said. “This is 
a less than ideal situation for 
our guests. In addition, it is a 
small three-bedroom home so 
as you can imagine we are very 
limited as to how many people 
we can serve at one time, es-
pecially those victims that 
come to us with one or more  
children.”

For the new shelter, Gray 
said it “has five bedrooms and 
they are larger bedrooms, the 
guests will have room for ac-
tivities, computer stations to 
perform their job and housing 
searches as well as to update 
their resumes and improve 
their computer skills, we will 
have space for communal 
meals which we don’t have now 
and this will help our guests 
to build a sense of community 
with the other guests in the 
shelter. The new shelter will 
also have an office, which is 
something the old shelter does 
not have, so trying to work a 
case and maintain confidenti-
ality is a problem for our ad-
vocates. Finally, there will be 
play space for the children.”

Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear said the shelter 
construction will be covered 
by federal Native American 
Housing Assistance and Self 
Determination Act (NAHAS-
DA) funding already awarded 
to the Nation. Under the U.S. 
Department of Housing and 
Urban Development, NA-
HASDA funding opportunities 
are available through applica-
tions for Indian Housing Block 
Grants and Title VI Loan 
Guarantee programs, accord-
ing to its website.

At the groundbreaking, 
Standing Bear also noted 
the Nation will also build a 
separate Primary Residen-
tial Treatment (PRT) cen-
ter for women suffering from 
substance abuse on the same 
property and $800,000 in NA-
HASDA funding will be used 
to build both facilities.

Gray said the shelter facil-
ity will serve both Osage and 
non-Osage clients, which she 
calls guests at the shelter and 
said her department plans to 
expand its services. 

“Our department serves all 
victims of domestic violence, 
sexual assault, stalking, teen 
dating violence, human sex 
trafficking. We serve any-
one who needs our help,” 
Gray said. “Over the next six 
months, we’re going to be ex-
panding sexual assault ser-
vices and human trafficking 

services. Usually when a do-
mestic violence client comes 
in, we find out something else 
has happened.”

Gray said she also wants 
services expanded to include 
transitional living skills to 
help clients adjust their lives 
after leaving abusive situa-
tions. “Many times battered 
women go back to their abuser 
or they get into another vio-
lent relationship. On average, 
a woman will go back seven 
times before she either leaves 
for good or she is dead. We 
want to give them the skills 
they need to get through ev-

An artist’s rendering of what the Nation’s new Domestic Violence Shelter will look like after its completed.

eryday life so they don’t feel 
they have to go back to meet 
their needs,” Gray said. 

Other officials at the 
groundbreaking event com-
mended the Nation on the 
project including: Assistant 
Principal Chief Raymond Red 
Corn, ON Police Chief Nick 
Williams, Osage County Dis-
trict Court Judge Stuart Tate, 
County Sheriff Eddie Virden 
and County District Attorney 
Client Advocate Linda Vogele.

Gray said the women’s do-
mestic violence shelter should 
be open to client guests by Au-
gust or September.

The Nation’s Primary Resi-

dential Treatment center 

currently operates a shelter 

facility for men in Barnsdall. 

For PRT service information, 

call (918) 287-5413.

For ON Family Violence De-

partment services and more 

information, call its office at 

(918) 287-5422. The depart-

ment website is located at: 

www.osagenation-nsn.gov/

what-we-do/counseling-cen-

ter/domestic-violence

Osage Nation Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear and Assistant Principal Chief Raymond Red Corn (left) 
listen to speakers at the groundbreaking ceremony for a domestic violence shelter on Feb. 22.

Olivia “Libbi” Gray, director of the Osage Nation Family Violence Department, speaks at the Feb. 22 ground-
breaking ceremony for a women’s domestic violence shelter.

Osage Nation tribal and other attendees move dirt at the Feb. 22 groundbreaking ceremony for a new tribal 
women’s domestic violence shelter.

“Our department 
serves all victims of 
domestic violence, 
sexual assault, stalking, 
teen dating violence, 
human sex traffick-
ing. We serve anyone 
who needs our help,” 
Gray said. “Over the 
next six months, we’re 
going to be expanding 
sexual assault services 
and human trafficking 
services. Usually when 
a domestic violence 
client comes in, we find 
out something else has 
happened.”

–Olivia “Libbi” Gray,
Osage Nation Family Violence 

Department Director

business structure for the 
grant application. With 
the business structure 
offering, Jones said the 
company can handle cus-
tomer service and invoic-
ing once the broadband 
service is operating.

“It’s an opportunity for 
the Osage Nation to own 
its own telecommunica-
tions company to serve 
businesses and residenc-
es,” Bemore said of build-
ing a broadband system 
that would also bring 
more jobs. “It’s better to 
own (our own) company, 
better than relying on 
other companies.”

According to prelimi-
nary plans for the first 
broadband system, Be-
more said the grant would 
be funding the fiber op-
tic backbone by running 
fiber optic cable from 
Pawhuska to the Fair-
fax and Grayhorse area. 
The newer application 
seeks to do the same for 
the unincorporated Bow-
ring area about 20 miles 
northeast of Pawhuska.

Pratt acknowledged 
the research done by the 
UAB, but also noted the 
low availability of tribal 
funding for the remain-
der of the fiscal year. “I’ve 
seen a lot of planning into 
this project, I wish we 
had more money” to offer, 
she told Bemore, Jones 
and other attending UAB 
board members. 

Congressman Ron 
Shaw cast the lone “no” 
vote stating he was con-
cerned the broadband 
costs would not be com-
pletely covered by the 
grants. He also expressed 
concern the Nation would 
need to take out more 
bank loans to cover proj-
ect costs and the Nation 
may not make revenue 
from the service in its 
first years. “Our fiscal 
condition needs to be con-
servative,” he said.  

Congresswoman Maria 
Whitehorn, who spon-
sored the first grant ap-
propriation bill, said she 
supports the newer one 
too because “I believe an 
investment in community 
is very important, I think 
it serves a greater pur-
pose of supplying under-
served areas.”

The 10-1 final vote was 
recorded with also one 
absence from Congress-
woman Shannon Ed-
wards during the special 
session. Principal Chief 
Geoffrey Standing Bear 
signed the bill into law 
after the session.

How to submit a 
Letter to the Editor 

If you would like to sub-

mit a letter to the editor, 

please mail it to the Osage 

News, Attn.: Shannon 

Shaw Duty, 619 Kihek-

ah, Pawhuska, OK 74056 

or send email to sshaw@

osagetribe.org. 

Letters must be respect-

ful and informative to the 

reader, and may be edited 

for grammar, clarity and 

space.

Correction
In the obituary for Mary 

Frances Patterson, it was in-
correctly stated that Jo Mon-
ica Burgess was Patterson’s 
sister. She is Patterson’s first 
cousin. The Osage News re-
grets the error.
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Wah-Zha-Zhi Youth 
Council learns about 

water quality
Story and Photos Benny Polacca / Osage News

O
n a mild cool 
February morn-
ing, members of 
the Wah-Zha-Zhi 

Youth Council joined Oklaho-
ma state environment workers 
to learn about observing and 
testing water at Soldier Creek 
in Pawhuska.

The group, ranging from 
high school age WYC members 
to 30-something community 
members, participated in a 
two-day training Feb. 17-18 in 
Wakon Iron Community Cen-
ter for classroom learning first. 
On the second day, the group 
monitored Soldier Creek with 
guidance and testing equip-
ment from instructors with the 
Oklahoma Conservation Com-
mission, which puts on the free 
learning program called Blue 
Thumb. 

At the creek, the group of 
nearly 20 participants and in-
structors used testing equip-
ment to check the water oxygen 
levels, sodium/ phosphate lev-
els, temperature and other 
chemical tests. The group also 
observed water samples to 
look for wildlife, plant life and 
other nature features. 

“For me this training was in-
spiring,” said WYC President 
Alaina Maker. “Not only did 
we sit and learn about what 
Blue Thumb does we were able 
to get out into the creek and 
do it ourselves. It’s one thing 
to sit and listen to a lecture, 
but I believe that the moment 
you genuinely acquire knowl-
edge is the moment you are 
able to go out and apply what 
you’ve learned. The people we 
met from Blue Thumb are so 
passionate about what they 
do, and so educated. I learned 
everything I wanted to learn 
about how to keep our commu-
nities clean at the training.”

The WYC voted recently to 
learn about water quality as 
one of the group’s first com-
munity service projects. The 
decision comes after a few of 
the WYC members visited the 
North Dakota protest/ water 
protector camps last year in 
supporting the Standing Rock 
Sioux’s opposition of the Dako-
ta Access (oil) Pipeline project 
with a buried pathway under-
neath the nearby Cannon Ball 
River. The protests and de-
bates continue despite support 
for the oil pipeline from the 
Trump administration.  

Electa RedCorn, the WYC 
advisor, said the Blue Thumb 
training came after some 
members expressed interest in 
learning how to protect water 
quality in the Osage Nation.

“The youth council has been 
looking for a way to team-build 
and were eager for a commu-
nity service project. The youth 
were hungry for a way to stand 
up locally as water protectors. 
The Oklahoma Blue Thumb 
Conservation Group is a free 
water quality education pro-
gram, which teaches the public 
about: Water quality testing, 
stream ecology, watersheds, 
field collections and educating 
the public on protecting water 
resources,” RedCorn said.

According to its website, 
Blue Thumb is the education 
program of the Water Qual-
ity Division of the Oklahoma 
Conservation Commission. 
The program’s objective is to 
educate people about water 
quality in an effort to protect 
natural resources statewide.

“We’re going into the home 
of wildlife, be respectful of 
that, Oklahoma is home to sev-
eral different species,” instruc-
tor and Quality Assurance 
Office Kim Shaw, tells the 
participants. Shaw and three 
other instructors worked with 
the trainees in small groups 
as they recorded observations 
and gathered water samples 
for testing afterward. While 
giving instructions, Shaw also 
quipped: “If it doesn’t look like 
food, don’t eat it.”

In one exercise, the group 
was told to stand in the creek 
and kick water downstream 
where assistants held up nets 
to capture wildlife and plant 
life debris that were in the 

creek. The group found a few 
fish, crawdads and insects 
among leaves and discarded 
trash items.

“I had a wonderful experi-
ence with the Blue Thumb 
training,” said attendee Gage 
McKinley-Gray. “I personally 
think it is good for the com-
munity and youth, because our 
youth are the future ... I want 
the best for our Osage people, 
not just for this training, but 
to get more involved with our 
community.”

“We enjoyed this training 
and it was very eye-opening 
for many of us, as some of our 
youth council traveled to the 
Standing Rock reservation 
in September to deliver sup-
plies to the water protectors,” 
said Noah Shadlow, WYC vice 
president. He also noted “some 
of our Ni-ath-i^ (water boys), 
a position in our Osage In-
Lon-Schka dance ceremonials” 
were also attendees.

“The people from the Blue 
Thumb organization were very 

nice and helpful, especially 
since most of us were new to 
the techniques used on the 
water samples,” Shadlow said, 
adding he recommends the 
training to other youth coun-
cils and encourages people to 
get in touch with Blue Thumb 
or similar organizations.

RedCorn said the Blue 
Thumb training brought 
new learning including: “We 
learned about a Riperian Area 
of a watershed. We learned 
that in Soldier Creek alone 

there are at least six types of 

fish … We learned that if we 

find something that doesn’t 

seem quite right after our 

stream ecology testing, there 

are avenues of reporting to 

the appropriate tribal depart-

ments and agencies. As an 

advisor, I learned just how 

dedicated and aware this 

younger generation of leaders 

are becoming.”

Attendees of a Feb. 18 Blue Thumb water quality training course, including Wah-Zha-Zhi Youth Council members, conduct water testing exercises and 
record observations at Soldier Creek.

ABOVE: Alaina Maker conducts 
water testing during a Feb. 18 Blue 
Thumb water quality training for 
the Wah-Zha-Zhi Youth Council.

TOP LEFT: Gage McKinley-Gray and 
Olivia Ramirez conduct water qual-
ity testing during a Feb. 18 Blue 
Thumb training in Pawhuska.

BOTTOM LEFT: Gabriel Pelayo con-
ducts a water testing exercise on 
Feb. 18 as part of a Blue Thumb 
water quality training.

More photos, 
next page
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Attendees of a Feb. 18 Blue Thumb water quality training course arrive at Soldier Creek for 

water testing exercises on the north side of Pawhuska village.

Attendees of a Feb. 18 Blue Thumb water quality training course arrive at Soldier Creek for 

water testing exercises.

Attendees of a Feb. 18 Blue Thumb water quality training course, including Wah-Zha-Zhi 

Youth Council members, walk to Soldier Creek for water testing exercises. Electa RedCorn 

(center) is a WYC advisor.

Attendees of a Feb. 18 Blue Thumb water quality training course, including Wah-Zha-Zhi 

Youth Council members, put on rubber boots for water testing exercises at Soldier Creek.

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: Noah Shadlow and Chloe Shadlow work 
on a water testing exercise during the Feb. 18 Blue Thumb water qual-
ity training for Wah-Zha-Zhi Youth Council members.

Wah-Zha-Zhi Youth Council members, including Noah Shadlow, WYC 
vice president, participate in a Blue Thumb water quality training at 
Soldier Creek on Feb. 18.

Attendees of a Feb. 18 Blue Thumb water quality training course, in-
cluding Wah-Zha-Zhi Youth Council President Alaina Maker (left), con-
duct water testing exercises at Soldier Creek.

DeMarko Hamilton-Gaddis and Electa RedCorn collect water samples 
during a Feb. 18 Blue Thumb water training for Wah-Zha-Zhi Youth 
Council members in Pawhuska.

Oklahoma Conservation Commission workers lead a Blue Thumb wa-
ter quality training in Pawhuska for attendees including the Wah-Zha-
Zhi Youth Council on Feb. 18. Workers and attendees use a net to cap-
ture plants and wildlife in the creek.

Wah-Zha-Zhi Youth Council members participate in a Blue Thumb wa-
ter quality training in the Wakon Iron Community Building on Feb. 18 
in Pawhuska.
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photographs were sent to a 
framer Assistant Principal 
Chief Raymond Red Corn do-
nated the largest collection 
of artifacts in the museum’s 
history. She said they wanted 
to incorporate the more than 
1,100 images he donated into 
the show so they digitized 
them all. They also put them 
in binders for the community 
to flip through and maybe add 
information to the images.

The latest renovation to the 
museum is the installation 
of LED track lighting to both 
galleries. Winter said the new 
lighting is cost effective and 
doesn’t have harmful UV rays 
that could damage the objects 
in their collection. The lights 
are dimmable and the light 
can be measured by staff to 
ensure preservation of photos 
and other priceless artifacts 
from light damage.

“Enduring Images: Osage 
Photographic Portraiture” will 
be featured at the ONM until 
Aug. 26. For more information 
contact the museum at (918) 
287-5441 or visit their website 
at: www.osagenation-nsn.gov/
museum.

exhIbIt
–from Page 1

 

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: Osage elder Rosemary Shaw admires the 

ribbonwork on the Osage girl’s blanket at the opening reception of the 

Osage Nation Museum’s “Enduring Images: Osage Photographic Portrai-

ture” on Feb. 23 in Pawhuska.

A patron watches the slideshow of digitized images from the Raymond 

W. Red Corn Collection at the Osage Nation Museum on Feb. 23 during 

the opening reception of the latest exhibit, “Enduring Images: Osage 

Photographic Portraiture.”

Patrons study the photographs of the Osage Nation Museum’s latest ex-

hibit, “Enduring Images: Osage Photographic Portraiture” on Feb. 23 in 

Pawhuska.

Patrons discuss the Osage Nation Museum’s latest exhibit, “Enduring Im-

ages: Osage Photographic Portraiture” on Feb. 23 in Pawhuska.

A patron studies photographs of the Osage Nation Museum’s latest ex-

hibit, “Enduring Images: Osage Photographic Portraiture” on Feb. 23 in 

Pawhuska.

A photo from the Raymond W. Red Corn Collection is digitized and dis-

played on a projector at the Osage Nation Museum on Feb. 23. 
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Osage energy
Ki-Gthi-Wi-Do

Rosemary Wood

Rosemary Wood
Osage News

KI-GTHI-WI-DO, to unite and 
become as one, per Francis La Fle-
sche, “A Dictionary of the Osage 
Language.”

There is disunity within our 
Tribe as evidenced by the num-
ber of shareholder voices oppos-
ing most, if not all, propositions 
put forth by the government of the 
Osage Nation. It is said that even 
a blind pig will find an acorn now 
and then. Similarly, an unbiased 
tribal member should be able to 
find something of the Nation’s po-
sition to agree with.   

I believe this bias is conceived 
in fear, born of vulnerability, and 
with the Midwife Mistrust in at-
tendance. The fear is caused, I 
believe, by the loss of headright 
income, and the loss of managerial 
control over the Osage Mineral Es-
tate. This is brought about by last 
century’s Federal Indian policies 
of assimilation, as reflected in the 
Osage Allotment Act.

We owe it to ourselves and to the 
tribal leaders we elected, to trust 
ourselves, and them, until and 
they prove themselves untrust-
worthy. “Trust but verify” seems 
the most prudent. Written words, 
records, and laws are verifiable. 
Verbal claims are not; whether 
from the government or from our 
fellow tribal members.  

An example of written documen-
tation, germane to this discussion, 
is a legal opinion filed by the Osage 
Nation Supreme Court, Sept. 9, 
2016. In discussing the rights of 
shareholders to headright income, 
Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing 
Bear referenced this legal opinion 
at the Oil and Gas Summit on Dec. 
7, and again at the Joint Meeting 
on Increasing Osage Oil Produc-
tion on Jan. 12. 

The opinion states in part, “the 
rights of headright shareholder for 
income from mineral royalties are 
protected by the Fifth Amendment 
of the U. S. Constitution, Federal 
statutory and case law, and the 
Constitution and Law of the Osage 
Nation.”   (SCV-2015-01 P.12) 

According to this opinion, these 
laws not only prohibit the Nation 
from infringing on shareholder 
rights, but charges the Nation 
with the responsibility of protect-

ing these rights. “The responsibility 
for protecting shareholders’ right 
to income from mineral royalties is 
not exclusive to the OMC: the pro-
tecting the shareholders’ right to 
income from mineral royalties ex-
tends to the Nation as a whole by 
operation of both federal law pur-
suant to the Reaffirmation Act and 
the Constitution. Such responsibil-
ity, thus, likewise extends to each 
Branch of government of the Osage 
Nation.” (SCV-2015-01) 

As a shareholder, I feel more se-
cure and less vulnerable knowing 
that our right to headright income 
is protected by written laws and 
documents. However, according 
to my personal reading, I do not  
see exacting written statements 
specifically protecting shareholders’ 
right to manage the Osage Mineral 
Estate.

Unity in thought and purpose 
strengthens individuals, groups of 
individuals, Tribes and Nations. 
Lack of unity has the opposite effect 
on people. It is not unlike a team of 
horses pulling against one another. 
They may kick up a lot of dust and 
noise and snot, and move erratically 
down the road; but at what cost in 
wasted energy and ineffectual ex-
penditure of effort?

–––––––––
About the author: Rosemary 

Wood is a former two-time Osage Trib-
al Councilwoman and graduated from 
St. John Hospital School of Nursing in 
1963, the University of Oklahoma in 
1965, and from Rutgers University in 
1971 with a Master of Science in Psy-
chiatric Nursing.

Courtesy Photo/ON Communications

Osage Nation Family Violence Program Director Olivia “Libbi” Gray watches as Principal Chief 
Geoffrey Standing Bear signs a proclamation in support of Teen Violence Awareness Month.

Osage Nation observing Teen Violence 
Awareness Month in February
Osage News

Osage Nation Principal Chief Geof-
frey Standing Bear signed a resolution 
of support and awareness for Teen Vio-
lence Awareness Month to be observed 
in February.

The Osage Nation Family Violence 
Program is also supporting the cam-
paign by sharing information online, 
reaching out to schools and students, 
and by garnering support from Osage 
Nation leadership, according to a news 
release. 

On Feb. 6, ONFVP Director Olivia 
“Libbi” Gray met with Standing Bear 
to inform him of her office’s awareness 

efforts and to witness the Chief signing 
a proclamation of support on behalf of 
the Nation.

According to the website loveisre-
spect.org, Teen Violence Awareness 
Month is a national education effort 
regarding the dangers of abuse in teen-
age and 20-something relationships. It 
also states: “One in three teens in the 
U.S. will experience physical, sexual or 
emotional abuse by someone they are 
in a relationship with before they be-
come adults.”

The ONFVP department is also us-
ing its Facebook page to reach its 

See VIOlenCe
—Continued  on Page 14

See Casa
—Continued  on Page 18

BENNY POLACCA/ Osage News

Osage Nation Assistant Attorney General Jeff Jones speaks at a Feb. 28 appreciation dinner 
hosted by the Pawnee-Osage Court Appointed Special Advocates program in Cleveland. 

CASA recognizes volunteers, 
supporters for helping abused 
children advocacy program
Benny Polacca
Osage News

CLEVELAND, Okla. – Each year, 
the Pawnee-Osage Court Appointed 
Special Advocates program relies on 
community support, grants, donations 
and volunteers to provide its advo-
cacy services to children caught in the  
court system.

Running the nonprofit CASA to pro-
vide advocates for cases involving the 
welfare of Osage and non-Osage chil-
dren isn’t easy with obstacles including 
funding worries and volunteer short-
ages at times, said Helen Norris, the 
Pawnee-Osage CASA executive direc-
tor. For example, there are times when 
CASA volunteers take on more than 
one case, meaning that person has 
more children to work with, more case 
information to know and more critical 
thinking needed to give a judge objec-
tive recommendations for those chil-
dren whose welfare is now in question. 

For each year CASA is able to serve 
the region’s children, Norris and those 
who depend on the program are thank-
ful. On Feb. 28, the Pawnee-Osage 
CASA held an appreciation barbecue 
dinner in Cleveland recognizing its 
volunteers, area social workers, other 
local entities and attorneys and judges 
who support and work with CASA on a 
regular basis. 

“We are the only CASA program in 
the United States that works in four 
courts (tribal and county) - two county 
courts (Osage and Pawnee counties) 
and the Pawnee Nation Court and the 
Osage Nation Trial Court,” Norris said. 
The program operates on two grants, 
which come from the Oklahoma Dis-
trict Attorneys Association and the 
state CASA association. 

The Pawnee-Osage CASA, which has 
offices in both Pawnee and Pawhuska, 
received a total of $20,000 from the 
Osage Nation’s Congress and judicial 
branches in 2015 and the same amount 
from the Congress last fall. Norris not-
ed the state court system collects a $5 
CASA fee on each filed civil case, but a 
portion of that money also goes toward 
CASA children’s attorney fees, empha-
sizing the need for her office to seek 
other revenue sources.

Norris asked ON Assistant Attorney 
General Jeff Jones to share an experi-
ence in working with CASA. Jones said 
the testimony and recommendations 
from a CASA volunteer was crucial in 
one case while he was an Osage Coun-
ty Assistant District Attorney years 
ago involving four children caught in 
a child abuse case against their stepfa-
ther and the failure of their mother to 
stop the years of alleged abuse.

One of the case witnesses was a 

CASA volunteer who “brought it all to-
gether,” Jones said. “She was the one 
who had talked to everybody – talked 
to all the (Department of Human Ser-
vices) workers – and when it was over, 
I talked to some of the jurors and they 
all told me this CASA worker is what 
brought it home for them because that 
was her one case and she had time to 
spend on that one case … I could tell 
that the DHS workers cared, but each 
one’s time on the case is short that it 
was all disjointed… This is one case 

where CASA made a difference because 
she had been on that case the whole 
time,” Jones said. 

Norris recognized area individuals 
and their work organizations for sup-
porting CASA and working with CASA 
in the court cases during 2016. Jones 
received the Attorney of the Year hon-
or. Other ON officials receiving recog-
nition included: ON Trial Court Chief 
Judge Marvin Stepson, Outstanding 
CASA Advisory Board Member; Trial 
Court Associate Judge Lisa Otipoby-
Herbert, Osage Nation Tribal Judge 
of the Year; and Karie Mashunkashey, 
ON Indian Child Welfare Worker of  
the Year.

The Osage News received a Certifi-
cate of Appreciation for its coverage 
of CASA and its activities along with 
Pawnee County newspapers. Rosemary 
Shaw, a CASA volunteer and retired 
social worker, also received a Certifi-
cate of Appreciation for her work.

BENNY POLACCA/ Osage News

The Osage News received a 2016 Certificate 
of Appreciation from the Pawnee-Osage 
Court Appointed Special Advocates non-
profit for newspaper coverage of the region’s 
CASA program that provides volunteer ad-
vocates to visit with abused/ neglected chil-
dren and to provide testimony in court cases 
regarding their welfare. 

BENNY POLACCA/ Osage News

Volunteers, supporters and government officials received honors during the Feb. 28 appreci-
ation dinner hosted by the Pawnee-Osage Court Appointed Special Advocates program that 
serves abused/ neglected children in court cases. Osage Nation officials receiving awards 
include (starting from third right) Karie Mashunkashey, Indian Child Welfare specialist; Lisa 
Otipoby-Herbert, Trial Court Associate Judge; and Jeff Jones, Assistant Attorney General.
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Osage Culture
Dancing Around the Drum

Charles Red Corn

Charles Red Corn
Osage News

My first memory, or what I can 
still remember, of the In-Lon-Sch-
ka Pawhuska dances was when 
I was about five years old in the 
year 1941. 

Back then the arbor was made 
of oak posts set vertically from the 
oil field with bits of oil residue still 
on them. The posts were wrapped 
to protect our dance clothes from 
the residue. Between the oil posts 
were wooden benches attached to 
the oil posts for the dancers to sit. 
On top of the oil cross were tree 
limbs that would hold the willow 
branches placed on them for shade 
while we rested and danced under-
neath them. The tree limbs and 
the willow branches kept the ar-
bor cool letting the heat ventilate 
through them as well as openings 
for the summer breeze to enter. 

In a five-year-old’s eyes the ar-
bor seemed like a Roman Coliseum 
but compared to Pawhuska’s cur-
rent arbor, and the two arbors that 
preceded the current one, it was 
small in comparison. 

At that time the Head Commit-
teeman and Drumkeeper was Leo 
Miles. The Whipman was Tom 
Halfmoon, a Delaware, and the 
two Tail Dancers were my Uncle 
Wakon Iron and Andrew Brave. It 
seemed there were only about 20 
total dancers at that time under 
the arbor, not including the lady 
dancers which were about five  
or six. 

There were about eight to 10 
men singers, most of them Pon-
ca. As I remember, it was around 
this time that the women started 
sitting in chairs behind the men 
to accompany the men singers 
around the drum.

Before the dance the town cri-
er, Charley Gives Water, Ponca, 
would walk around Indian Camp 
and with his big booming voice let 
us know that it was time to get 
ready for the dance and then even-
tually tell us it was time to walk 
to the arbor because it was time  
to dance. 

Back then there were only about 
five or six of us children under the 
age of 10 that were dancing. Those 
boys sat and danced beside my old-
er brother C.R., younger brother 
Jim, Bits (Louis) and Doon (Paul) 
Stabler and Wakon Red Corn. As 
I remember it, Louis Stabler was 

the only one of our group who had 

danced before that day.

Our mothers, grandmothers and 

aunts would sit behind us. When it 

was time for us to dance our group 

would only dance back and forth in 

front of our families. For some rea-

son, going around the drum was a 

long way to go and somewhat in-

timidating. 

Then it was my brave older broth-

er C.R. that broke from the little 

boy dancers and danced with the 

men dancers, cutting and weaving 

his way through them to eventu-

ally dance around the drum, back 

to where we were still dancing. Af-

ter that song, we all congratulated 

C.R. and then when the next song 

started we all broke away to dance 

around the drum. And as we grew 

up from that time we all formed our 

own individual paths in the In-Lon-

Schka, but always sitting close to-

gether.

–––––––––

About the author: Charles H. Red 

Corn, Osage, is the author of “A Pipe for 

February” and various other published 

works. Red Corn received his B.A. in 

Psychology and his Masters of Educa-

tion Administration from Penn State. 

He is a veteran of the U.S. Army and 

resides with his wife Jeri in Norman, 

Okla. He is the Osage News culture  

columnist.

target audiences to post facts and available resources about teen violence aware-

ness “so that our Wah-Zha-Zhi parents can educate themselves and recognize 

the warning signs. Our young people are precious and deserve to be in healthy, 

happy relationships. We need to know what to look for so we can step in when our 

children need guidance and protection. If you suspect your teen is involved in a 

violent dating relationship, please call us and let us help. Our Crisis Line is (866) 

897-4747. Someone is available to answer your call 24 hours a day.”

VIOlenCe
–from Page 13
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Osage wrestlers compete at the
OKWA State Championships
Osage News

Osage wrestlers from 

Pawhuska competed in the 

Oklahoma Kids Wrestling 

Association State Champi-

onships on Feb. 10-11 at the 

Expo Square Pavilion in Tulsa. 

More than 300 wrestlers 

from all over the state, and 

their families, filled the Pavil-

ion for the two-day champion-

ship tournament. 

According to Bruce Cass, 

coach for the Pawhuska team, 

all the wrestlers did their best. 

Below are the names, division, 

weight and finishing place:

Boys State

• William Cass, Division 1, 
46 lbs., State Qualifier

• Jimmie Wildcat,  
Division 1, 55 lbs., 4th 

• Logan Cass,  
Division 2, 58 lbs., 5th 

• Corlin Cass, Division 2, 
51 lbs., State Qualifier

• Vann Wildcat,  
Division 2, 83 lbs. 3rd

• Leighton Shaw,  
Division 2, Heavy-
weight, State Qualifier 

• Lesharo Wildcat,  
Division 4, 160 lbs., 2nd

• Jesse Carr,  
Division 4, 160 lbs., 5th

• Tristian McCartney, 
Division 5, 200 lbs., 4th

Girls state

• Tylen Edwards,  
Division 2, 105 lbs., 1st

• Marion McCartney, 
Division 4, 92 lbs., 2nd

• Landon McCartney, 
Division 5, 98 lbs., 2nd

To see more photos from the 
championships, visit the Osage 
News Flickr set at: www.flickr.
com/photos/osagenews/al-
bums/72157678758006010/
with/32900190775/ 

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

Lesharo Wildcat comes out with the win during the Oklahoma Kids Wres-
tling Association State Championship that was held Feb. 10 at the Expo 
Square Pavilion in Tulsa, Okla.  

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

TOP LEFT: Jimmy Wildcat prepares to wrestle during the finals at the 
Oklahoma Kids Wrestling Association State Championship that was held 
Feb. 11 at the Expo Square Pavilion in Tulsa, Okla.

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

TOP RIGHT: Landon McCartney prepares to wrestle at the Oklahoma Kids 
Wrestling Association Open State Championship that was held Feb. 11 at 
the Expo Square Pavilion in Tulsa, Okla. 

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

LEFT: Pawhuska Huskies competed at the Oklahoma Kids Wrestling As-
sociation State Championship held Feb. 10 at the Expo Square Pavilion 
in Tulsa, Okla.

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

LEFT: Jesse Carr pins his opponent during 
the Oklahoma Kids Wrestling Association 
State Championship that was held Feb. 
10 at the Expo Square Pavilion in Tulsa, 
Okla. 

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

RIGHT: Lesharo Wildcat wrestles his op-
ponent during the Oklahoma Kids Wres-
tling Association State Championship 
that was held Feb. 10 at the Expo Square 
Pavilion in Tulsa, Okla.

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

LEFT: Tristian McCartney wrestles his op-
ponent during the Oklahoma Kids Wres-
tling Association Open State Champion-
ship that was held Feb. 10 at the Expo 
Square Pavilion in Tulsa, Okla.

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

RIGHT: Vann Wildcat pins opponent in 
the finals at the Oklahoma Kids Wrestling 
Association State Championship that 
was held Feb. 11 at the Expo Square Pa-
vilion in Tulsa, Okla. 

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

LEFT: Pawhuska Huskies competed at 
the Oklahoma Kids Wrestling Association 
State Championship held Feb. 10 at the 
Expo Square Pavilion in Tulsa, Okla.

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

RIGHT: Logan Cass competed in the Fi-
nals of the Oklahoma Kids Wrestling As-
sociation State Championship that was 
held Feb. 11 at the Expo Square Pavilion 
in Tulsa, Okla.
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2017 Hun-Kah 
Congressional session 
to start March 27
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Starting March 27, the Fifth Osage Nation Congress will con-
vene for its regular 24-day Hun-Kah Session in the Congressio-
nal chambers building in Pawhuska.

The 12-member legislative body will consider filed legislative 
bills, resolutions and other matters brought to the Legislative 
Branch. The members will also meet in Congressional commit-
tee meetings, which will be scheduled as needed for initial re-
views and consideration of legislation and other matters.

Congressional meeting notices and agendas for sessions and 
committee meetings are posted online to the Legislative Branch 
calendar at: www.osagenation-nsn.gov/who-we-are/congress-
legislative-branch/calendar 

Other matters include hearing presentations and information 
regarding the Nation’s finances, gaming and consideration of va-
cancies on the Nation’s boards and commissions.

According to the Osage Constitution, any regular or special 
session may be extended up to three additional days and “such 
extension shall be granted by the Speaker of the House at the 
written request of two-thirds of the members or may be granted 
by the Principal Chief.”

Also at the session’s end, the Congress will take up consider-
ation of electing a Speaker, who will serve a one-year term as the 
presiding officer. The Congress members will also use the end of 
session to seek new Congressional committee assignments for 
one-year terms. Once those committees are formed, each one 
will elect a chairperson from among their respective committee 
members.

There are nine Congressional committees, which include the 
following four select committees: Appropriations, Membership, 
Congressional Affairs and Rules and Ethics. The Second Speak-
er serves as chair of the Congressional Affairs Committee, ac-
cording to the Congressional rules.

There are five Congressional standing committees, which are: 
Commerce, Gaming and Land; Education; Cultural; Govern-
mental Operations; and Health and Social Services.   

Visit the Congressional website for more information includ-
ing committee meeting agendas and audio recordings, filed 
legislation and session agendas at: www.osagenation-nsn.gov/
who-we-are/legislative-branch 

During session and committee meetings held in the Congres-
sional chambers building, those public meetings (except execu-
tive sessions) will be livestreamed at: www.osagenation-nsn.
gov/multimedia/live-media

Indian Country provisions within Affordable
Care Act discussed at UINOKT quarterly meeting
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The U.S. Congress is set to 
repeal or amend the Afford-
able Care Act and tribes are 
closely watching. 

At a Jan. 30 meeting of 
the United Indian Nations of 
Oklahoma, Kansas and Texas 
on the Pawnee Nation campus, 
Terry Harris, COO of RWI 
Benefits gave a presentation 
to tribal leaders on what the 
impact could be to the Indian 
Health Service (IHS) if a re-
peal of ACA is successful. 

George Tiger, president of 
UINOKT and the former prin-
cipal chief of the Muscogee 
(Creek) Nation, said an invita-
tion to the IHS Area Director 
to present to the UINOKT was 
turned down because of the 
gag order placed on all federal 
agencies by President Donald 
Trump. 

The protection of the Indian 
health care within ACA is In-
dian Country’s highest priori-
ty, said Bruce Pratt, Treasurer 
of the UINOKT and President 
of the Pawnee Nation. 

“One thing, as tribal na-
tions, we need to advocate, 
contact, voice out that we need 
to protect that Indian provi-
sion in the Affordable Care 
Act,” he said.  

Harris said since tribes are 
faced with a new administra-
tion that could bring signifi-
cant changes, tribes should 
focus on contract health servic-
es, paid preferred programs, 
Indian health services “what 
has been gained and how to 
protect those gains for the 
benefit of tribal members who 
depend on contract services for 
their healthcare.”

He said tribes also have an 
opportunity to voice to their 
elected representatives in Con-
gress what they would like to 
see in the replacement health 

care bill for Indian Coun-
try, or what provisions they  
would like to see carried over 
or protected. 

“We want to be positive, ag-
gressively interact with this 
administration to the benefit 
of Indian Country. U.S. Rep. 
MarkWayne Mullin (Chero-
kee) is a big plus and is chair 
of Trump’s Native American 
Coalition. He’s right here in 
Oklahoma, which makes a 
greater opportunity to inter-
act with him face to face,”  
Harris said.

Harris gave a power point 
presentation that emphasized 
the opportunities, potential 
changes, health reform, tribal 
unification to protect Native 
provisions in ACA, being legis-
lation-aware. 

Opportunities

• Unification of purchas-
ing power through asso-
ciations to have an impact 
on the health insurance 
dollar to receive a bigger 
return on the insurance 
company side. To increase 
the purchasing power in 
the state to bring the costs 
of the claims side down. 

• Sovereign nation self-
governance advantages 
– the ability to negotiate 
and develop alterna-
tives in healthcare that 
the rest of the country is 
not positioned to do. The 
sovereign nation status 
gives equal footing, a step 
above state governments, 
in negotiating results. 

• Congressman MarkWayne 
Mullin – a way to develop 
some ideas for alternatives 
and ask for his assis-
tance and Congressman 
Tom Cole (Chickasaw), 
to communicate those 
concepts and ideas at the 
state and national level. 

Potential changes

• Repeal Medicaid expansion

• Create high-risk pools 
– the risk pool is funded 
through tax subsidies or 
a premium surcharge on 
people’s insurance that 
allows for subsidies to 
continue for people who 
cannot afford insurance.

• Change how health sav-
ings accounts (HSAs) are 
used – there is currently 
a limit one can set aside 
to pay for deductibles, 
items not covered in health 
policy, etc. People can use 
their HSA for direct power 
and give a patient the 
power to negotiate with 
your doctor or hospital. 
It’s supposed to empower 
consumers to take direct 
control of their health 
future. We believe that 
limit will be taken off on 
a pre-tax basis when it 
comes time to healthcare

• Omission of Essential 
Health Benefits require-
ment – continued discus-
sion about competition, 
more insurance companies, 
more options, more choices 
to pick the insurance policy 
they want and can afford. 

• Allow health insurers to 
sell plans across state lines 

• Replace guaranteed is-
sue – if someone has a 
preexisting condition they 
will still get coverage. 

• Change state require-
ments – relates to insur-
ance rules and regulations. 

• Repeal of the individual 
and group mandates – so 
people aren’t penalized if 
they don’t buy insurance. 

Healthcare Reform and 
Indian Country

• Indian Healthcare Im-
provement Act (IHCIA) 
was enacted in 2010 
as part of the Patient 
Protection and Af-
fordable Care Act. 

• Section 2901: Allows 
IHS clinics to remain 
the payer of last resort

• Section 2902: Grants 
IHS providers’ perma-
nent authority to collect 
reimbursements for all 
Medicare Part B services

ACA provisions  
that help Natives

• Open enrollment

• No co-pays and deductibles

• Grant programs for tribes 
to promote abstinence 
and contraception

• Tribes must stay 
aware of legislation

• Employee benefits are 
likely your second largest 
expense (behind payroll)

• Business owners don’t 
have time to track legisla-
tion (or don’t want to)

• Tribes must seek quali-
fied consultants and 
advisors to assist them

Pratt said it was the duty of 
the U.S. government to honor 
treaties, its trust responsibil-
ity to tribes for healthcare, 
education, and other services. 

“One thing you can do is 
contact your congressional 
leaders,” Pratt said. “Protect 
us, you have an obligation to 
protect us, and if there is one 
thing I would advocate is voice 
out and make sure the fed gov-
ernment recognizes and un-
derstands they need to protect 
the Indian provision in the Af-
fordable Care Act, it protects 
us.”

Osages Around the World

Osage tribal member Marjorie Cheshewalla visited her son Chris in Point Dume, Calif., recently and she took her 
Osage News with her.
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MARCH
March 11 

Osage Nation Sovereignty  
Day Powwow 
Osage County Fairgrounds 
3 p.m. to 11 p.m. 
Contest powwow 
For more information 
contact (918) 287-5555

March 18
Otoe Missouria  
Winter Encampment 
7 Clans First Council 
12875 North Highway 77 
Newkirk, Oklahoma 
Contest in Adult 
Categories 

March 21
Storm Spotter Training 
National Weather Service 
Osage County Fairgrounds 
Ag Building 
7 p.m. 
For more information 
contact (918) 287-2285

March 30 
Osage Nation  
Education Department
1st Annual College Fair 
102 Buffalo Avenue 
Hominy, Oklahoma 
For all local school 
students 
For more information 
contact (918) 287-5300

APRIL 
April 1 

Oklahoma City Univer-
sity 11th Annual Spring 
Contest Powwow 
Freede Wellness Center 
N.W. 27th and 
Florida Ave. 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
12 p.m. to 11 p.m. 
For more information 
contact (405) 584-2701

April 1 
Buffalo Run Casino &  
Resort 2nd Annual  
Powwow 
Peoria Show Place 
1000 Buffalo Run 
Boulevard 
Miami, Oklahoma 
For more information 
contact (918) 542-1873

April 1 
Bacone College Spring 
Powwow and  
Indian Market
Bacone Powwow Grounds
2299 Old Bacone Road 
Muskogee, Oklahoma 
Contest in all adult cat-
egories and Tiny Tots
For more information 
contact (918) 360-6471

April 2 
UCO Spring Powwow 
UCO Hamilton 
Field House 

Contest in all adult 
categories 
For more information 
contact (405) 974-3588

April 3 – 4  
Oklahoma Native Ameri-
can Youth Language Fair 
Sam Noble Natural 
History Museum
University of Oklahoma  
Campus 
10 a.m. 
For more information 
contact (405) 325-7588

April 9 
USAO Spring Powwow 
USAO Fieldhouse 
Chickasha, Oklahoma 
Contest in all adult 
categories 
For more informa-
tion contact jdlight-
foot33@gmail.com 

April 14 
Observed Holiday 
Good Friday 
Offices Closed

April 14 
Haskell Indian  
Nations University
2017 Visit Day 
155 Indian Avenue 
Lawrence, Kansas 
10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
For more information 
contact (785) 749-8437 

April 15 
University of Oklahoma  
103rd Annual 
Spring Powwow 
Lloyd Noble Center 
Norman, Oklahoma 
Contest in all categories 
For more information 
contact (580) 351-4993

April 15 
NSU Powwow 
University Center 
Tahlequah, Oklahoma 
For more information  
go to www.nsuok.
edu/symposium 

April 29 
United Osages of 
Southern California 
Spring Gathering 
Carlsbad Senior Center 
799 Pine Ave. 
Carlsbad, California 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
For more information 
contact (760) 802-7591 or 
socal.osages@gmail.com 

MAY 
May 20 

Miss & Jr. Miss Indian 
Oklahoma Honor Powwow 
Choctaw Resort & Casino 
Durant, Oklahoma 
For more information 
contact dhill052010@
yahoo.com 

May 29 
Observed Holiday 
Memorial Day 
Offices Closed 

JUNE 
June 22 – 25 

Pawhuska In-Lon-Schka 
Pawhuska, Oklahoma 

JULY 
July 4 – 5 

Observed Holiday 
Independence Day 
Offices Closed 

AUGUST 
August 1 – 5 

American Indian 
Exposition 
Caddo County 
Fairgrounds 
Anadarko, Oklahoma 
More information TBA

August 3 – 4 
7th Annual Dhegiha  
Gathering 
Downstream  
Casino Resort
Quapaw, Oklahoma 

SEPTEMBER  
September 4 

Observed Holiday 
Labor Day 
Offices Closed 

OCTOBER 
October 9 

Observed Holiday 
Osage Day 
Offices Closed 

NOVEMBER 
November 10 

Observed Holiday 
Veterans Day
Offices Closed 
November 23 – 24 
Observed Holiday 
Thanksgiving Holiday 
Offices Closed 

DECEMBER  
December 25 – 26 

Observed Holiday 
Christmas Holiday 
Offices Closed 

Have an event? Send event 
information to the Osage News, 
Attn.: Shannon Shaw, 619 
Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056; 
email sshaw@osagenews.org, 
or fax to (918) 287-5563. Make 
sure to include event date, loca-
tion, email and Web address (if 
applicable) and a phone number 
where someone can be contact-
ed for validation if necessary. 
Deadline for the April 2017 
issue is March 18, 2017.

Save the Date!
–Local Events Calendar

Congratulations!
Johnnie and Alimeda Adams are celebrating their 50th year 

of marriage. The two were married in Arlington, Va., on March 
11, 1967. They will be celebrating their golden anniversary with 
their nine children, 25 grandchildren, 39 great-grandchildren 
and one great-great-grandchild.  

Johnnie and Alimeda’s free spirited lifestyle lead them on 
many adventures. Although they have been retired for 8 years, 
they plan to be camp hosts at an Oklahoma state park this  
season.

Congratulations to the happy couple. 

Johnnie and Alimeda Adams

Congress passes two 
resolutions for capital 
asset projects
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Due to a change in Osage law regarding the capital asset and 
improvement fund, the Fifth Osage Nation Congress passed two 
resolutions for two separate projects during the Feb. 27 special 
session.

Those resolutions passed are for proposed projects to build 
a new Grayhorse village community center and a sculpture of 
Osage Chief Claremore. Both projects received Congressional 
approval in the 2016 Tzi-Zho Session, but additional information 
on the projects was needed before the projects proceeded due to 
the law change.

Congresswoman Maria Whitehorn said the law change oc-
curred with the passage of ONCA 16-58 for the capital asset and 
improvement fund, which now says “no funds may be expended 
out of the Capital Asset and Improvement Fund until a capital 
budget is prepared and approved by Congressional resolution.”

That day, both projects were reviewed in committee meetings 
before the resolutions (ONCR 17-10 for the Grayhorse building 
and ONCR 17-11 for the Chief Claremore statue) passed with 
Congressional votes.

• ONCR 17-10 (sponsored by Congressman Ron Shaw) is the 
resolution for a new Grayhorse village community building. 
In past Congressional committee meetings, discussions not-
ed there is irreparable roof damage to the current building 
next to the dance arbor. The resolution passed 11-0 with one 
absence that day from Congresswoman Shannon Edwards.

• ONCR 17-11 (Congressman John Maker) is the resolution 
to authorize the expenditure of $100,000 out of the capi-
tal asset and improvement fund for designing, creating 
and erecting a sculpture of Osage Chief Claremore. Maker 
reiterated his support for the resolution stating the statue 
project is an effort to pay respect to past Osage leaders and 
to beautify the Nation’s government campus in Pawhuska 
where a Chief Bigheart statue was erected last year.

Bruce Cass, Tribal Development Department director, pre-
sented the Congress with a similar budget for the Bigheart 
statue that will be also used for the Claremore one. He said the 
Bigheart statue cost was about $90,000.

Not everyone was in support of ONCR 17-11 with Congress-
woman Alice Buffalohead noting she was against it due to spend-
ing constraints, the statue was not on top of her priority list and 
she voted against the first bill last fall.

ONCR 17-11 passed with a 9-2 vote with “no” votes from Buf-
falohead and Congressional Speaker Angela Pratt. 

Also passing during the Feb. 27 special session was bill ONCA 
17-23 (Congressman Joe Tillman), which is a $41,000 supple-
mental appropriation bill to construct a green house at the Na-
tion-owned Bird Creek Farms.

Assistant Principal Chief Raymond Red Corn told the Con-
gress the proposed green house would measure 30 by 40 feet.

Candy Thomas, of the Nation’s Strategic Planning and Grants 
Office, said the money is coming from leftover Bureau of Indian 
Affairs money from the Osage Agency, meaning no additional 
tribal money would be needed to fund the construction. The bill 
passed with an 11-0 vote and Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing 
Bear signed all passed legislative items on Feb. 28.

Oklahoma Democratic Party 
names Native American Liaison
Osage News 

LaRenda Morgan, Chey-
enne Arapaho/Otoe-Missouria, 
is the Oklahoma Democrat-
ic Party’s Native American  
Liaison. 

Morgan, who spoke to tribal 
leaders at a Jan. 30 quarterly 
meeting of the United Indian 
Nations of Oklahoma, Kansas 
and Texas, said Indian Coun-
try has made it through tough 
times before, referencing pos-
sible changes that could be 
coming from the Trump ad-
ministration.

She said her goal as liai-
son is to convince more Na-
tive Americans to run for 
public office. Whether it be 
for a local School Board, City 
Council, County Commission,  
State Representative or State 
Senator.

“My tribe, the Cheyenne 
Arapahos, we have 13 coun-
ties. We don’t have anyone 
there to represent us. How 
many districts does that cov-
er? How many districts across 
Oklahoma do we have with 

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

LaRenda Morgan, Cheyenne Arap-
aho/Otoe-Missouria, is the Okla-
homa Democratic Party’s Native 
American Liaison. 

See demOCrats
—Continued  on Page 18



OSAGE NATION JOBS: To Ap-
ply please for a position with the 
Osage Nation go to https://www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/opportu-
nities/job-listings/application-
form. You are welcome to attach 
a resume and/or cover letter in 
addition. Please note that all ap-
plicants tentatively selected for 
employment with the Osage Na-
tion will be required to submit 
to a urinalysis to screen for ille-
gal drug use. Employment will 
be contingent upon said drug 
test results. OSAGE / VETER-
AN /INDIAN PREFERENCE IS 
CONSIDERED.  Verification of 
preference must be included with 
application.  For questions please 
contact Taryn Crawford, Osage 

Classifieds

Gregory Grayson Gray
Gregory Grayson Gray 

passed on February 2, 2017 
at the age of 69 years old. He 
was surrounded by loved ones 
at the Northwest Medical Cen-
ter in Bentonville, Ark. Gray 
is survived by his wife Carol 
Sue Gray of Siloam Springs, 
Ark.; one son Brandon Gray 
and his wife Lydia of San An-
tonio, Texas; 2 step-daughters, 
Cindy Tyler of Siloam Springs 
and Kathy Kaspar of Mays 
Landing, N.J.; brother and sis-
ter-in-law Clancy and Sherry 
Gray of Broken Arrow, Okla.; 
Shan Gray of Edmond, Okla.; 
and sister and brother-in-law, 
Gayle and Tony Buck of Yu-
kon, Okla. He also leaves be-
hind three grandchildren and 
six step-grandchildren and six 
step-great-grandchildren and 
many nieces, nephews and 
cousins from both sides of his 
family. 

Greg was born on April 4, 
1947 in Muscogee, Okla., to 
Clarence “Hing” Gray and Jo 
A. Bright Gray.  Grandpar-
ents are the late Clarence and 
Jenny Gray (Osage Allottees) 
and the late Dale and Mary 
Lee Bright. He graduated from 
College High, Bartlesville, 
Okla., in 1965 and attended 
Northeastern State University 
and completed his degree at 
Central State University with 
a degree in Criminology.

He was very proud of his 
Osage heritage and loved 
studying history. He also 
turned a hobby into becom-
ing one of the Tribes master 
silversmiths, making jewelry 
and setting up at many pow-
wows and fine arts shows. He 
received numerous awards for 
his silver work.  

Professionally, Greg’s path 
led him to a career in Law En-
forcement, having served as a 
Bartlesville Police Officer and 
achieved a goal of serving with 
the Oklahoma Highway Patrol. 
He graduated from the OHP 
35th Academy in 1976, issued 
badge No. 596 and his first as-
signment was the Hennessey 
Detachment of District 6. He 
later transferred to the Okla-
homa County Detachment of 
Troop A in 1977. Transferred 
to Troop YB in 1980. Received 
a Medical Retirement in 1987. 
He also served in both the 
Oklahoma National Guard 
and the Army Reserves.  

Memorial Services will be 
this Thursday, February 16th 
at 11 a.m. at the First United 
Methodist Church, 4715 Price 
Road, Bartlesville, OK 74006. 
Lunch to follow.

Gregory Grayson Gray

Blake Ashley Sisk

Katsy Mullendore Whittenburg

Nation Employee Recruitment 
Specialist, at (918) 287-5445 or 
email tcrawford@osagenation-
nsn.gov.

Licensed Practical Nurse – 
Pawhuska Must have complet-
ed an accredited L.P.N. program 
and have obtained a current, 
unrestricted nursing license 
from the state of Oklahoma. At 
least 1 to 2 years’ experience in 
a clinical environment preferred. 
Knowledge and skill sufficient 
to prepare moderate to complex 
range of nursing care procedures 
which require licensure as a prac-
tical or vocational nurse. Regular 
Full Time. Salary: $40, 653.00 - 
$44,550.00

Blake Ashley Sisk
Blake Ashley Sisk, 26, of 

Sperry, Okla., passed away 
Feb. 1, 2017. She was born to 
Robert and Margaret (Shan-
non) Sisk on Oct. 5, 1990 in 
Claremore, Okla.

Blake was a proud mem-
ber of the Osage Nation and 
Shawnee/Delaware Nations 
and danced every year in her 
Osage In-Lon-Schka dances. 
She grew up in Sperry, Okla., 
where she was very close with 
her Sisk, Tiblow, and Shan-
non families. She attended 
high school in Skiatook, Okla., 
before moving to California 
with her family and graduat-
ing from Westminster High 
School, in Westminster, Ca-
lif., where she was a standout 
Track and Field athlete. She 
won a Track and Field schol-
arship to Golden West College 
where she high jumped, long 
jumped, and was a heptath-
lete.

Along with her athletic 
abilities, Blake was very beau-
tiful. Spotted at a young age, 
she became a model for some 
of Indian Country’s top Native 
designers. Appearing in na-
tional ad campaigns, runway 
shows, makeup campaigns 
and television appearances. 
She was also known near and 
far for her kindness, her con-
genial personality, and her 
huge hugs.

She is survived by her moth-
er and father, her brother Ste-
phen Sisk and his wife Coree 
of Owasso, Okla.; her maternal 
grandfather George Shannon 
and wife Elnora of Skiatook; 
her paternal grandmother 
Mary Tiblow Sisk of Sperry, 
Okla.; many aunts, uncles, 
nieces, nephews, cousins, rela-
tives and friends.  

She was preceded in death 
by her maternal grandmother 
Mary Agnes Wagoshe Shan-
non, whom she will rest next 
to; and paternal grandfather 
Steve Sisk.

She was from the Zon-Zo-
Li’n District and she was 
named by the late Ed Red 
Eagle Sr. at the Morrell Fam-
ily Native American Church in 
Hominy. Her Osage name was 
Clay-En-Toin, Looking at the 
Eagle.

She lied in state at her 
grandfather’s home in Skia-
took for her Shawnee/Dela-
ware relatives and then was 
moved to the Wakon Iron 
Chapel in Pawhuska, Okla., 
for her Osage relatives. A Na-
tive American Church Service 
was held on Feb. 7 with Dr. 
Steven Pratt officiating. A 
Catholic Church Service was 
held at the Immaculate Con-
ception Catholic Church with 
Father Sean Donovan offici-
ating. Burial was held at the 

Pawhuska City Cemetery and 
a traditional Osage meal was 
served after.

The family wishes to thank 
everyone for the outpouring 
of love and kindness bestowed 
upon them during this diffi-
cult time. Blake was loved by 
many and it was evidenced by 
the hundreds of people who at-
tended her wake, her funeral 
and her dinner. Way.We.Nah 

Katsy Mullendore 
Whittenburg

Katsy Mullendore Whit-
tenburg went to be with her 
Lord and Savior on February 
21, 2017, at her home in Dal-
las. Katsy was born on March 
7, 1940, in Tulsa, Okla., to 
Kathleen and Eugene C. Mul-
lendore. 

She was proud of her cattle 
ranching and American Indi-
an heritage. Her grandfather, 
Erd C. Mullendore made the 
Cherokee Strip Land Run in 
Oklahoma in 1893. Her great-
grandfather, Charlie Brown 
was Osage Chief Shon-kah. 
She was raised on the Cross 
Bell Ranch in northeastern 
Oklahoma where she devel-
oped a love for horses, cattle, 
and a pet buffalo, Geronimo, 
that she broke to ride. She at-
tended elementary school in a 
one room school house built on 
the ranch to educate the chil-
dren of the people who lived 
and worked there. She later 
attended Gulfpark Boarding 
School in Gulfport, Miss. She 
attended the University of 
Oklahoma and The Univer-
sity of Texas where she was a 
member of the Pi Beta Phi So-
rority. 

Katsy married John W. Me-
com, Jr. in 1961. They had four 
children and she was a loving 
and dedicated mother. Her 
kind and giving spirit called 
her to serve selflessly and vol-
unteer her time to a multitude 
of organizations in Houston 
for the next thirty years. She 
also served on the Osage Na-
tion Foundation Board, the 
Woolaroc Museum Trustee 
Board, and fund raised exten-
sively for Eldercare in Bartles-
ville, Okla. 

In the summer of 1999 
Katsy met the love of her life, 
James Andrew “Jimmie” Whit-
tenburg III. They were mar-
ried Sept. 14, 2002 at Jimmie’s 
Sapello Ranch in New Mexico. 
Together they blended their 
large and diverse families. 
They enjoyed traveling around 
the world and spending time 
at their ranches and home 
in Pebble Beach, California. 
Katsy will be forever remem-
bered in the hearts of those 
who loved her. Her grace and 
unwavering kindness touched 
the lives of countless people as 
she was considered a friend by 
many. She was the epitome of 
a lady. She loved life and lived 
it well. As she neared the end, 
she smiled and said, “We had 
a pretty good ride, didn’t we?” 

She was preceded in death 
by her beloved husband, 
James Andrew “Jimmie” 
Whittenburg (Jan. 14, 1933 – 
Dec. 6, 2016). She is survived 
by her son John W. Mecom 
III and wife Emily, daughter 
Katsy M. Cluck and husband 
Monte, daughter Mary Eliza-
beth M. Hahnfeld and daugh-
ter Kathleen M. Fogarty, and 
her twelve grandchildren 
Hanna Elizabeth Mecom, Mer-
ritt Jay Mecom, Lilah Ellen 
Mecom, Wyatt Whitfield Me-
com, Kaysha Cluck Sparling, 

Kallie Cluck Hauschild, Mon-
te Dean Cluck II, Madeline 
Elizabeth Hahnfeld, Kathleen 
Alexis Fogarty, Abigail Mecom 
Fogarty, Danny Coe Fogarty, 
Luke Mecom Fogarty, and her 
stepchildren and great-grand-
children. 

Private services will be held 
at the family ranch cemetery 
in Copan, Okla. In lieu of flow-
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ers, Katsy’s family requests 
that donations be considered 
to the charity of your choice 
or to Washington County El-
der Care, 1223 Swan Drive, 
Bartlesville, OK 74006 or to 
the VNA of Dallas, 1600 Vice-
roy Drive, Suite 400, Dallas, 
TX 75235. restlandfuneral-
homedallas.com.

Norris also recognized her co-worker Nikki Revard Lo-
renzo in the Pawhuska CASA office, who was absent due 
to family illness, for her long work hours and for taking on 
CASA cases when they fell short of volunteers who left for 
several reasons including new jobs and family obligations.

She said CASA is in need of more volunteers due to the 
shortages. Those interested in more information on Paw-
nee-Osage CASA can reach Norris at (918) 762-3776 or 
email helen@pawneeosagecasa.org. The Pawhuska CASA 
office is in the former First National Bank building on 
Main Street and can be reached at (918) 287-4120.

The national CASA website is www.casaforchildren.org.

tribal members in those seats? 
We have a few,” she said. “I 
want to see a Comanche, a 
Cheyenne Arapaho, a Ponca, 
Kickapoo, Absentee Shawnee, 
I want to see all tribes repre-
sented. That’s my goal.”

She said she ran for public 
office last year because she 
was consistently ignored by 
her elected representatives 
and she was tired of not hav-
ing anyone to represent her 
at the state level. She lost her 
race, but when the chance to 
become the Democratic party’s 
liaison came up, she knew she 
had to try to get Natives to run 
for public office. 

“With everything going on 

we need to have a voice ... I 
would like to see more of us 
up there at the state level,” 
she said. “My message to you, 
as the tribal liaison for the 
Oklahoma Democratic Party, 
is we’re here to support the 
tribes, we want to connect, 
build a relationship, I will be 
coming out and visiting you, 
scheduling appointments with 
all the tribes.”

She said the Oklahoma 
Democratic Party is interested 
in having a tribal leaders sum-
mit at the end of the year and 
she is helping to organize it. 

For more information about 
the tribal leaders’ summit or if 
you have any questions about 
running for public office, con-
tact her by email at: larenda@
okdemocrats.org 
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Thank you for the
quality news coverage

I am writing to share my appre-
ciation for the Osage News Staff 
and their outstanding newspa-
per. Each month I look forward 
to reading the well written paper 
and learning more about the cur-
rent events in our Tribe, and also 
the historical and personal con-
tributions from tribal members. 
Since I gave up Facebook for Lent, 
I’ve had more time to read the 
Osage News and to truly appreci-
ate the great work by the Osage 
News staff. They have impressed 
me with their reporting the news, 
photos and sharing personal per-
spectives like Rosemary’s edito-
rial. My favorite section of the 
paper is the Featured Elder, 
which is a remarkable narrative 
on an individual’s life and his-
tory as it relates to our people. I 
truly believe that in order to know 
where we shall go, it’s impera-
tive to understand from where we 
came. The Featured Elder pro-
vides that history in a personal 
context. I’ve read many other pa-
pers and in comparison, the Osage 
News is a high caliber publication 
and surpasses other papers by far. 
It makes me proud that this paper 
reports and represents the cur-
rent events of the Osage Nation. 
Thank you for your diligent work 
in creating a consistently, supe-
rior quality newspaper.       

—Joyce Oberly
Stillwater, OK

All photos by SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Bluestem Ranch LLC board members Faren 

Revard Anderson (chair), Francis Murphy 

and Jim Perrier speak with Bluestem Ranch 

Foreman Mike Alexander on March 2. 

Osage Nation cattle are branded with “ON” 

to distinguish ownership by the Osage  

Nation.

Cattle line up to eat on the southwest por-

tion of the Bluestem Ranch on March 2. 




