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Case closed: Plea 
deals reached in 
missing Pawhuska 
Village money cases 
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Three defendants in the Pawhuska Indian Village 
missing money cases reached plea deals with the Osage 
Nation Attorney General’s office to receive deferred jail 
sentences and will pay restitution and court costs.

Theodore Brunt, Kenneth “K.C.” Bills and Joe Don 
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Petitions mailed to those scheduled for 
removal from Osage membership roll 
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The Osage Nation Attorney 
General’s Office has sent ap-
proximately 60 notices to indi-
viduals scheduled for removal 
from the Osage Nation’s mem-
bership roll.

The Fourth Osage Nation 
Congress passed ONCA 16-
16 in December of last year, 
sponsored by Congresswom-
an Shannon Edwards, which 
amended the original Mem-
bership Law and restated Con-
gressional authority over the 
membership roll. The new law 
set up a process to remove an 
individual from the member-

ship roll and that power lies 
within the Osage Nation Trial 
Court, with the investigations 
handled by the AG’s office.

Assistant Attorney General 
Clint Patterson said he mailed 
a batch of approximately 27 
notices to individuals in Feb-
ruary. A second batch con-
sisting of approximately 35 
notices was mailed in March. 
The AG’s office denied an open 
records request by the Osage 
News for copies of the notices 
due to the confidential and 
sensitive personal information 
contained within.

However, Patterson did give 
the Osage News two samples 
of notices with individuals’ 

names redacted. According to 
the notice, the AG’s office will 
file the removal action in the 
ON Trial Court no sooner than 
30 days upon receipt of the no-
tice. The individuals have the 
“right to a hearing for a final 
determination of your mem-
bership status within ninety 
(90) days from the receipt of 
the Petition to Remove Mem-
bership Status.” 

The individuals are also 
given the opportunity to re-
linquish their Osage Nation 
membership. If an individual 
voluntarily relinquishes their 
membership, the AG’s office 
will not set a hearing and will 
consider the matter closed.

Benefits 
Principal Chief Geoffrey 

Standing Bear has said that if 
an individual is being investi-
gated by the AG’s office then 
benefits such as the Osage Na-
tion Health Benefit Card, the 
ON Higher Education Schol-
arship, financial assistance 
and other benefits will be sus-
pended during the investiga-
tion. If proven the individual 
was fraudulently enrolled then 
that individual may be sub-
ject to restitution of benefits  
received. 

ON Membership Office Di-
rector Sarah Oberly said when 
she is reviewing a file and finds 
blatant evidence of falsified in-
formation, she forwards the 
file to the AG’s office and then 
she recommends suspension of 
benefits to Casey Johnson, the 

Nation’s director of operations. 
Johnson then notifies the di-
rectors of those programs who 
administer benefits. 

Standing Bear said he 
knows for a fact that individu-
als’ membership benefits have 
been stopped due to the inves-
tigations by the AG’s office. 

“I have heard from some 
people who have had their 
benefits suspended. I have per-
sonally heard from them, and 
so I know they have been re-
ceived. I have referred them to 
the Attorney General,” he said. 
“I have heard from at least one 
person who told me they did 
not know the alleged problem 
[of their membership being 
questioned] and I just refer 
them to the attorney general.” 

Although benefits will be 
suspended for individuals un-
der investigation for fraudu-
lent membership, they will 
still have the Constitutional 
right to vote in the upcoming 
congressional election, Pat-
terson said. He said the AG’s 
office is working to have the 
cases wrapped up before June.

Membership Office review
Oberly said since the mem-

bership office moved to its new 
location to the Welcome Center 
last year, there are still many 
files in boxes. 

She did verify that her of-
fice would be reviewing all 
documents and files in the 
membership office, which con-

Nation moves forward 
after ON Supreme 
Court ruling
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The Osage Nation Supreme 
Court issued its opinion in 
the Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear v. Congressio-
nal Speaker Maria Whitehorn 
case and declared several sec-
tions of recently passed leg-
islation unconstitutional and 
ruled one section of a bill 
challenged by the Executive 
Branch is constitutional. 

On March 8, the High Court 
issued its ruling in the declar-
atory judgment case Standing 
Bear filed against Whitehorn 
and the Fourth ON Congress. 
He objected to several bills, 
including six 2016 fiscal year 
government division budgets 
passed in the 2015 Tzi-Zho 
Session. Standing Bear vetoed 
those bills, but the Congress 
voted to override the vetoes, 
which prompted the lawsuit 
filed last November.

Standing Bear’s lawsuit con-
tained four counts of Constitu-
tional violations arguing the 
debated legislation violated 
the separation of powers sec-
tion in the 2006 Constitution.

“We find the provisions of 
the Fiscal Year 2016 Appro-
priation Acts that limit the 
base pay adjustment and di-
rect the Treasurer to reduce 
the appropriation based upon 
a recalculation of the frozen 
salaries and wages line item 
unconstitutional and void,” the 
Supreme Court opinion states. 

“We also find that those 
provisions of (the pay for per-
formance act) that set forth 
(Human Resources Depart-
ment) qualifications, duties 
and responsibilities violate 
Article V, Section 2 (Separa-
tion of Powers) of the constitu-
tion and are unconstitutional,” 
according to the opinion. “We 
similarly invalidate as uncon-
stitutional those provisions of 
(the amended gaming reform 
act) that make the Annual 
Plan of Operation legally bind-
ing upon the Osage Nation 
Gaming Enterprise Board. 
Finally, we find that (a sepa-
rate provision in the amended 
gaming law) is a valid exer-
cise of Congress’ legislative  
authority.”

The ruling comes more than 
a month after the Supreme 
Court Justices heard oral ar-
guments from attorneys rep-
resenting the Congress and 
Standing Bear. Associate Jus-
tices Drew Pierce, Elizabeth 
Lohah Homer and Chief Jus-
tice Meredith Drent all signed 
the 35-page opinion.

“We are a young govern-
ment, yet an old Nation, that 
has survived by adapting, uni-
fying and embracing the val-

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

The Osage Nation Trial Court building, located on the Osage Campus in 
Pawhuska.

Fifteen candidates file 
for the 2016 Osage 
Congressional Election
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Election Day is June 6 and the Osage peo-
ple will have 15 candidates to choose from. 
The candidates are vying for six seats on the 
Fifth Osage Nation Congress. 

This election year marks the lowest 
amount of Congressional candidates the 
Osage Nation has ever had since the new 
government was ratified in 2006. 

All six incumbents are running for re-elec-
tion, which include: Shannon Edwards, John 
Jech, John Maker, Archie Mason, RJ Walker 
and Maria Whitehorn. Running again are 
W. Jacque Jones, Danette Daniels and Hank 
Hainzinger. Running for their first time are: 
Myron Red Eagle (he served on the Second 
Osage Minerals Council), Fidelis Davis, Re-
bekah HorseChief, Brandy Lemon, Joe Till-
man and Michael Bristow.

Tribal members age 18 and older with an 
Osage tribal membership card are eligible to 
vote on Election Day, or take advantage of 
early voting. 

The Osage News will hold a Candidate De-
bate on April 30 at the Osage Casinos-Skia-
took from 1-5 p.m. The event will be catered 
by Osage Casinos and streamed live by the 
ON Communications Department.

Myron Red Eagle W. Jacque Jones John Maker

Fidelis Davis

Maria Whitehorn

RJ Walker

Hank Hainzinger

John Jech Archie Mason

Rebekah HorseChief Brandy Lemon

Danette Daniels Shannon Edwards

Joe Tillman Michael Bristow
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Attorney General opinion says Budget
Parameters Act unconstitutional
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

In light of the recent Osage 
Nation Supreme Court ruling 
in Standing Bear v. White-
horn, the ON Attorney Gen-
eral issued an opinion on the 
Budget Parameter and Limita-
tions Act and said it is uncon-
stitutional and void.

Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear issued the ques-
tion to AG Holli Wells, which 
asked, “Does the Budget Pa-
rameter and Limitations Act 
(ONCA 13-67) and the related 
ONCA 13-50, as amended by 
ONCA 14-85, violate the Con-
stitution of the Osage Nation?”

The bill, passed in 2013, 
established parameters and 
limitations on the Nation’s 
budgets and stopped the abil-
ity of the Executive Branch to 
shift money by line item into 
salaries and wages, employee 
benefits or to create new posi-
tions. It also stopped line item 
shifting between any adminis-
trative expenses and non-ad-
ministrative expenses. It put 
various limitations in effect on 
the Nation’s budgets and how 
money can be spent. 

Wells’ opinion is not law and 
cannot void the Budget Pa-
rameter and Limitations Act, 
but the opinion can be used 
against the legality of the bill 
in the ON Trial Court or the 

Osage Nation Congress can re-
scind the law. 

“Unlike the voluminous 
amount of Federal law on sev-
erability, there is no original 
Osage jurisprudence [legal 
system] on this issue. How-
ever, I cannot create original 
Osage jurisprudence through 
Attorney General opinion,” 
said ON AG Holli Wells in 
her opinion. “Since there is no 
severability clause that would 
save any constitutional pro-
visions remaining in the Act 
(and Congress knows how to 
do so), it is my opinion that the 
entire Budget Parameters and 
Limitations Act is unconstitu-
tional and void.”

In 2013, former Principal 
Chief John Red Eagle vetoed 
the bill. In his veto message 
he said, “this proposed law 
violates Separation of Powers 
by restricting the Executive 
Branch’s ability to manage 
its departments and staffing 
needs. Instead, the Congress 
inserts itself into the Execu-
tive function by requiring its 
‘specific approval’ to establish 
new jobs, even though the ap-
propriation has already been 
made. Delays will occur while 
we wait for Congress to make 
an executive decision.”

The Third Osage Nation 
Congress overrode Red Eagle’s 
veto, including current Prin-
cipal Chief Geoffrey Standing 
Bear and Assistant Principal 

Chief Raymond Red Corn who 
were congress members at the 
time.

“At the time I thought it 
was constitutional, but after I 
read the Supreme Court’s well 
reasoned opinion it became 
clear to me and the assistant 
chief agreed, that the budget 
parameters act was unconsti-
tutional,” Standing Bear said. 
“I’m a licensed attorney, I’m 
going to follow our Supreme 
Court … These congress mem-
bers have also taken an oath 
and the Supreme Court has 
laid out the rules.”

Standing Bear said the AG’s 
opinion flows from the Su-
preme Court’s decision, heav-
ily emphasizing the need for 
separation of powers. Wells 
also points out in her opinion 
that she would be following 
the Supreme Court’s lead and 
not using state or federal case 
law as a guide in her opinions. 

“The Supreme Court went in 
a direction that none of us re-
ally expected. They said we’re 
not going to use Oklahoma law, 
we’re not going to use federal 
law, we’re going to use the his-
tory of the Osage Nation – that 
was really brilliant,” Standing 
Bear said. “I have sworn to fol-
low the law and the Supreme 
Court has declared what the 
law is, now we’re operating in 
a new world.”

2016 Hun-Kah
Session underway
Osage News

With the 2016 Hun-Kah Session underway, the Fourth 
Osage Nation Congress will consider several pieces of leg-
islative bills.

As of Day One of the 24-day session, here is a partial list 
of items filed and up for Congressional consideration:

• ONCA 16-26: An appropriation bill (sponsored by  
Congresswoman Shannon Edwards) requesting $16  
million to fund the Nation’s direct services for Osages,  
which includes the health benefit card, higher education  
scholarships, burial assistance and regional gathering  
fund programs. 

According to the bill, the breakdown in requested tribal 
funds include: $7 million for the health benefit card; $8.5 
million for the higher education scholarship program for the 
2016-2017 school year; $500,000 for the burial assistance 
program; and $50,000 for the regional assistance gathering 
fund, which funds organized public meetings available to 
all Osages, which includes the out-of-state Osage associa-
tions in California, Texas, etc.

• ONCA 16-27: A bill (Edwards) establishing a fund 
for home loan and down payment assistance for first-
time home buyers who are Osage. According to the 
bill, if passed, this program will be administered by 
the Nation’s housing officials and the bill requests 
an initial appropriation of $200,000 for the fund.

• ONCA 16-28: An appropriation bill (Edwards) re-
questing $5 million for the Nation’s capital as-
set and improvement fund for proposed projects 
in Hominy, which include $4.5 million to fund or 
supplement projects including building a new Well-
ness Center; maintaining the Community Build-
ing; refurbishing the Hominy village roundhouse; 
and other projects in the Hominy geographic area.

• ONCA 16-30: An act to amend the Nation’s open meet-
ings law (Edwards) to require executive sessions to be 
recorded by the public body, boards, commissions and 
made accessible to elected officials on a limited basis.

• ONCA 16-31: An appropriation bill (Congressman 
RJ Walker) to establish a revolving fund for de-
fense and preservation of natural resources and to 
request an initial appropriation of $100,000 for the 
fund. According to the bill, the Executive Branch 
would be authorized to approve expenditures up to 
$10,000 per fiscal year and those expenditures higher 
than $10,000 shall be appropriated by Congress.

• ONCA 16-32: An appropriation bill (Speaker Maria 
Whitehorn) to establish a revolving economic devel-
opment fund and requests an initial appropriation 
of $10 million for the fund. According to the bill, the 
fund shall also consist of other donations and rev-
enue received through other legal sources and ex-
penditures out of this fund shall be strictly limited to 
those authorized by Congressional appropriations.

• ONCA 16-33: A bill (Edwards) authorizing scholar-
ship levels for the higher education scholarships 
starting with the 2016-2017 school year. If passed, 
the following maximum annual amounts for scholar-
ships are as follows: $4,200 for students attending 
associate (two-year) institutions; $8,000 for bacca-
laureate universities; $8,700 for research universi-
ties; and $8,000 for professional/ graduate students.

• ONCA 16-34: An appropriation bill (Congresswoman  
Angela Pratt) to authorize $250,000 for the Nation’s  
Wildland Department for equipment and start-up  
costs of a firefighting crew.

• ONCA 16-35: A bill (Edwards) to amend the Nation’s 
Pay for Performance Act (merit-based employment 
system) to restructure the employee pay system.

• ONCA 16-36: An appropriation bill (Edwards)  
requesting $75,000 for a grant donation to the city of 
Barnsdall for municipal water treatment, equipment  
and installation.

• ONCA 16-37: An act (Edwards) to amend the health 
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Tenth anniversary of Osage Constitution
recognized in Chief ’s address
Benny Polacca
Osage News

March 2016 marks the 10-
year anniversary of the Osage 
Nation Constitution and its 
three-branch government as 
it operates today. Two-thirds 
of Osages who voted that year 
approved the Constitution.  

Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear acknowledged 
the anniversary as he deliv-
ered his executive address to 
the Fourth ON Congress on 
March 28, which is Day One of 
the Hun-Kah Session.

“We begin today recogniz-
ing it has been 10 years since 
this Constitution of the Osage 
Nation was ratified,” Stand-
ing Bear said. “Contained 
within its Certificate of Adop-
tion is the Election Result to 
the question: “Shall this Con-
stitution be Approved?” To 
that question two-thirds of the 
Osage Voters said ‘Yes.’”

Standing Bear also noted 
the Certificate of Adoption 
reads: “We, the undersigned, 
members of the Osage Govern-
ment Reform Commission, the 
31st Osage Tribal Council, the 
Assistant Principal Chief and 
the Principal Chief do hereby 
certify the adoption of this 
Constitution, duly ratified by 
a vote of the Osage People on 
March 11, 2006, and declare 
this Constitution to be the 

fundamental law of the Osage  
Nation.” 

Standing Bear then re-
ferred to the recent ON Su-
preme Court decision in the 
declaratory judgment case he 
filed against the Congress, 
which opined that several sec-
tions of legislation passed last 
fall, which he challenged, are 
unconstitutional. The three-
judge High Court delivered its 
decision on March 8.

“How appropriate it is then 
to be recently reminded by 
our Supreme Court on how we 
need to read and follow this 
fundamental law. The transi-
tion from 100 years of a system 
of government established by a 
law of the United States Gov-
ernment to a system of govern-
ing ourselves by our own laws 
has not been an easy task,” 
Standing Bear said. “Today, 
even with the reminders that 
our Osage sovereignty has sur-
vived 300 years of oppression, 
we still have not been able to 
free ourselves from some de-
pendence on the Bureau of In-
dian Affairs, and other arms 
of the United States Govern-
ment. Shall we ever be united 
again in a common homeland, 
living our daily lives together 
sharing our common culture 
and language? The odds are 
against us but a few believe 
it is achievable, I am one  
of those.”

Standing Bear then report-
ed updated statistics for the 
Nation including: The Nation’s 
membership stands at 20,822 
Osages; 9,000 live in Oklaho-
ma and 3,967 live in the Na-
tion’s reservation boundaries.

The recent purchase of the 
43,000-acre Bluestem Ranch 
also came up as Standing Bear 
said the Nation’s benefits for all 
enrolled Osages are on track to 
be “fully funded,” which refers 
to the higher education schol-
arship, burial assistance and 
health benefit card programs 
during this fiscal year.   

“Just to give you and the 
Osage public an idea of where 
we are before this purchase of 
the Bluestem Ranch and what 
an impact it will make, we are 
reminded that despite our re-
cent efforts to buy land back, 
these efforts are incremental 
and dependent on the pace of 
the Department of Interior’s 
Cobell land buy-back program 
and our limited funding for 
land purchases from the Osage 
Congress,” Standing Bear said. 
“Those efforts have brought us 
to where before the Bluestem 
Ranch purchase – the Osage 
Nation owns only 648 acres 
of land which is not in federal 
trust, 780 acres of land which 
is being placed in federal trust, 

BENNY POLACCA/ Osage News

Osage Nation Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear delivers his executive address at the start of the 2016 Hun-
Kah Session on March 28.
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Smith awarded 
Running Strong’s 
Dreamstarter
$10,000 grant
Tara Madden
Osage News

Jenna Smith, founder 
of the Dance Maker Per-
forming Arts Academy 
in Pawhuska, has been 
awarded a $10,000 
Dreamstarter grant.

“Being in a rural com-
munity I want to bring 
ballet and arts to the chil-
dren where they other-
wise wouldn’t be able to 
have that opportunity,” 
she said.

The Dreamstarter 
grant, from Olympic gold 
medalist Billy Mills’ orga-
nization Running Strong 
for American Indian 
Youth, is awarded to 10 
American Indian leaders 
under 30 who run non-
profits. Ten recipients are 
selected each year until 
the year 2020, when five 
finalists will be selected 
for $50,000 grants.

Smith, 29, said she 
plans to teach ballet at lo-
cal elementary schools to 
second and third grades 
during school hours. Her 
mother, Randy Tinker-
Smith, is her required 
Non-Profit Sponsor for 
the project and she is also 
the director of the popular 
WahZhaZhe: An Osage 
Ballet. Smith choreo-
graphed the ballet.

“I am very excited 
about using [the grant] 
to go into the school sys-
tems and work with sec-
ond and third graders for 
two weeks in Pawhuska, 
Fairfax, Hominy, Skia-
took and teaching them 
ballet,” Smith said. “The 
school here [Dance Maker 
Academy] would help in 
opportunities of scholar-
ships for those that want 
to continue.”

Amanda Wamego 
who works at the Osage 
Nation’s grant depart-
ment alerted Smith of 
the Dreamstarter grant. 
Smith and her mother 
worked on the lengthy ap-
plication process to give 
full detailed information 
on what her dreams and 
goals were for the project.

The idea of teaching 
at the local schools came 
to Smith when she was 
teaching at the Tulsa 
ballet. They had a simi-
lar program and it made 
her want to do something 
similar on the Osage 
reservation.

“Ballet has really made 
an impact on our students 
with their confidence and 
grades and discipline, 
they are more focused,” 
Tinker-Smith said. “We 
want kids to be able to say 
‘I took ballet’ even if it was 
only for a couple of weeks. 
They will at least have  
the memory of experienc-
ing it.”

Dreamstarter
William Mervin “Billy” 

Osage Nation Police 
Department assists
in record drug bust

of marijuana on at least one 
occasion during the investi-
gation and regularly mailed 
marijuana through the U.S. 
Post Office.  

“Jache Willard often times 
uses Facebook Messenger to 
communicate with drug deal-
ers selling marijuana for him 
to facilitate drug transac-
tions,” according to the affida-
vit. “Jache Willard often times 
discusses different strains of 
marijuana for sale, marijuana 
prices, and shipping details 
with Facebook Messenger.”

According to the affidavit, 
Willard mostly communi-
cated with lower level deal-
ers, distributors and users 
and mailed the marijuana in 
ounce packages up to multiple 
pound packages to drug deal-
ers.

Not all individuals arrested 
were dealers, said Cartwright. 
Other charges included Con-
spiracy, Manufacturing, 
Possession of Controlled Dan-
gerous Substance, and Access 
Computer System/Network 
with Unlawful intent. 

“Most of these folks are not 
bad folks, they’re dealing with 
folks they shouldn’t have been 
dealing with,” Cartwright 
said. “We don’t have a huge 
big group of bad people here, 

Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The Osage Nation Police 
Department was one of four 
law enforcement agencies that 
participated in a countywide 
drug bust Wednesday, arrest-
ing 45 individuals related to a 
marijuana distribution ring.

One of the individual’s ar-
rested was Osage tribal mem-
ber Michelle Pradmore who 
was arrested outside her work-
place – the Osage Nation Gam-
ing Commission.

“To my knowledge, we only 
had one that was arrested at a 
tribal entity. That was not on 
the main campus, and to my 
knowledge it was at the gam-
ing commission,” said Chief 
Deputy Charlie Cartwright for 
the Osage County Sheriff’s Of-
fice. “That’s the one to my un-
derstanding. They were asked 
to step out into the alley, they 
wanted to take it away from 
the rest of the employees.”

The drug bust was the cul-
mination of a 10-month inves-
tigation into the activities of 
Jache Willard, 29, who gradu-
ated from Pawhuska High 
School and has lived in Las Ve-
gas and California. According 
to the probable cause affidavit, 
Willard possessed 100 pounds 

we have some knot heads, but 
for the most part these are 
good honest people – they just 
made a mistake.” 

Eight individuals named 
in the case are from Arkan-
sas, with four from Eureka 
Springs, Ark. According to In-
tellius.com, Jache Willard is a 
relative of Cindy Willard who 
embezzled over $30,000 from 
the Osage Nation Women, In-
fants and Children (WIC) pro-
gram and the ON Boys and 
Girls Club in 2006 to operate 

Carolyn’s Ozark Swiss Inn 
(still in operation but under 
different management) and a 
carpet company called Hospi-
tality Carpet Industries, Inc. 
According to Cindy Willard’s 
Facebook account, she lives in 
Eureka Springs.

According to court docu-
ments, Cindy Willard was sen-
tenced in 2008 to three years 
of supervised probation and 

Facebook .com

A photo of Jache Willard from his personal Facebook account where he 
posted “My morning weedies.”

A look at incumbents and their work over the years
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Six members of the Fourth 
Osage Nation Congress are 
running for re-election in June. 

Congresswoman Shannon 
Edwards and Congressman 
Archie Mason have served 
for 10 years on the Congress. 
Congressmen John Jech, John 
Maker, RJ Walker and Con-
gresswoman Maria Whitehorn 
were all elected to their first 
terms in 2012.

The Osage News requested 
their legislative record of each 
congress member. The legisla-
tive record obtained is prior to 
the start of the 2016 Hun-Kah 
session, which began in March.

Shannon Edwards
Edwards, who lives part-

time in Oklahoma and 
part-time in California, has 
sponsored and authored a to-
tal of 211 pieces of legislation, 
with 125 of those signed into 
law – the most of any member 
of Congress, past or present.

Educated at the University 
of California, Berkley, and 
Georgetown University Law 
Center, Edwards was appoint-
ed to the American Bar Asso-
ciation’s Standing Committee 
on the Federal Judiciary to 
represent the 10th Circuit in 
October of last year. 

Notable legislation she has 
sponsored over the years has 
been the Health Benefit Act, 
the Medicare Supplement Op-
tion for Elders, the Higher Ed-
ucation Scholarship, and the 
Arts and Regional Gathering 
Grants. 

“The Nation is currently 
spending more on its govern-
ment than ever before, and 
I believe the people are not 
served unless Congress stew-
ards our resources and rejects 
proposals that waste money,” 
Edwards said. “I am not afraid 

to vote my conscious when I 
believe the People are not best 
served. I would be honored 
to continue as an Osage Con-
gresswoman.”

Criticized for her attendance 
record during Congressional 
sessions, she said on March 
29 during a Rules and Ethics 
congressional meeting that 
“sitting here somehow causes 
you to believe you’re doing 
your job” to Congressman Wil-
liam “Kugee” Supernaw. She 
pointed out some members of 
congress stay for the roll call 
vote and then get up to leave 
for their offices, skipping the 
committee meeting.

Supernaw is planning on in-
troducing an easily accessible 
online attendance record for 
the Osage public, otherwise 
the public would have to look 
at every legislative journal en-
try for attendance records. 

John Jech
Jech, who lives in Pawhus-

ka, served for many years 
as the Osage Nation’s Trea-
surer and unsuccessfully ran 
for the Second Osage Nation 
Congress in 2010 and finished 
ninth. A CPA, he started his 
own accounting firm and still 
has an office on Kihekah street 
in downtown Pawhuska. 

Since his successful election 
in 2012, for the past four years 
he has continuously served as 
chair of the Congressional Ap-
propriations Committee. Spon-
soring only appropriations 
bills, he has sponsored a total 
of 47 pieces of legislation, with 
37 of those sponsored becom-
ing law. 

Born and raised in Pawhus-
ka, he received his bachelor’s 
of administration from North-
eastern State University and 
received his CPA certifications 
in 2002. He did not respond to 
a request for comment.

John Maker 
Maker, who lives in Hominy, 

worked at the Osage Language 
Department before unsuccess-
fully running for the Second 
Osage Nation Congress in 
2010. He finished eighth. He 
successfully ran in 2012 and 
has sponsored a total of 15 
pieces of legislation, with 11 of 
those becoming law. 

Known for his cultural 
knowledge and that of the 
Osage language, he said he 
is proud of his legislation he 
worked on with the Hominy 
Water Treatment Facility, the 
Osage Nation Eagle Protection 
Act and the Osage Graves Pro-
tection Act.

“Being a member of Con-
gress is more than just spon-
soring legislation, it is also 
about being an ambassador 
and representing the people to 
the best of your ability,” Maker 
said. “I believe I’ve done that. 
I’ve always represented our 
people to the best of my ability 
and anything and everything 
I’ve done has been for the 
Osage people.”

Archie Mason
Mason, who lives in Tulsa, 

was elected to the First Osage 
Nation Congress in 2006. He 
was re-elected in 2012 and 
was the Nation’s first Speaker 
of the Congress. He has spon-
sored a total of 37 pieces of 
legislation, with 25 of those 
sponsored becoming law.

“Serving as Speaker of the 
Congress for the first four years 
allowed me to witness the his-
toric beginning of a new gov-
ernment,” Mason said. “I have 
observed our three branches of 
government growing and have 
witnessed the growing pains of 
this new nation.”

Mason said the recent leg-
islation he is proud of is his 
support of the Hominy and 
Pawhuska Districts for new 

dance arbors and improve-
ments to their villages. As 
Head Committeeman for the 
Grayhorse District, he spon-
sored the legislation to build a 
new arbor for his district. He 
is also proud of the Nation’s 
purchase of the Turner Ranch 
and his “yes” vote to help make 
that happen.

“The recent movement to 
purchase the Turner property 
had my support as a congress-
man,” he said. “The expansion 
of our land base for use and 
ownership by our Osage peo-
ple, our children, grandchil-
dren and yet unborn children 
is truly a dream come true.”

RJ Walker
Walker, born and raised in 

Pawhuska, received the high-
est vote count in the 2012 elec-
tion when he joined the Third 
Osage Nation Congress. He 
has sponsored a total of 36 
pieces of legislation, with 27 of 
those sponsored becoming law.

Walker, who worked for a 
decade as the director of the 
Roads Department for the Na-
tion, was also Chairman of 
the Osage County Industrial 
Authority. He worked to bring 
about the Pawhuska Business 
Incubator, which has been a 
successful program for start-
up Osage entrepreneurs. 

Over the years he has con-
tinuously supported legislation 
that improves the infrastruc-
ture of the Osage Campus, 
roads, bridges, sustainable en-
ergy and communications. He 
did not respond to requests for 
comment.

Maria Whitehorn 
Whitehorn was elected in 

2012 to the Third Osage Na-
tion Congress. She has spon-

See IncuMbents
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Mashunkashey agreed to their 
respective plea deals on March 
2 in ON Trial Court with Brunt 
pleading “guilty” and the other 
two plead “no contest” in the 
cases against them regarding 
the missing Pawhuska village 
money reported in a 2012 Of-
fice of Fiscal Performance and 
Review audit of the village  
finances. 

Presiding Associate Trial 
Court Judge Lee Stout ac-
cepted the plea deals present-
ed by the AG’s office, but also 
slapped on a $100 deferment 
fee per charge against the 
three men.

The following plea deals 
were executed in court against 
the three former Five-Man 
Board members who waived 
their rights to a trial:

• Brunt plead “guilty” to 
two counts of misus-
ing public funds while 
five other counts were 
dropped against him.

As part of the plea deal, 
Brunt will pay $36,000 in res-
titution to the Nation, $55 for 
court costs and each count con-
tains a five-year deferred jail 
sentence, which will run con-
secutively, said Assistant At-
torney General Clint Patterson. 

Stout advised the defen-
dants the plea deals will also 
include a $100 deferment fee 
per count of misusing public 
funds, so Brunt will pay an ad-
ditional $200.

On the $100 deferment fee 

per count, Stout said “it seems 
we’ve had a history of officials in 
a position of trust with the gov-
ernment that use funds for their 
own benefit, just pay it back and 
call it good – I have a problem 
with that. What I feel is more 
appropriate on behalf of the 
Osage Nation, on behalf of the 
people is that some type of pen-
alty be assessed for doing this.”  

• For his plea deal, Bills pled 
“no contest” to two counts 
of misusing public funds 
and five other counts were 
dismissed. He will pay 
$24,000 in restitution, $55 
in court fees, serve two con-
secutive five-year deferred 
jail sentences and received 
$200 in deferment fees.

• Mashunkashey also pled 
“no contest” to two counts 
of misusing public funds 
and five other counts were 
dismissed. He will pay 
$50,000 in restitution, $55 
in court fees, serve two con-
secutive five-year deferred 
jail sentences and received 
$200 in deferment fees.

Stout said the terms and 
conditions of the deferment 
sentence for all three men in-
clude an agreement that they 
stay out of trouble during the 
jail sentence time and do not 
commit any crimes, whether 
they are under city, state, fed-
eral or tribal jurisdictions.

A fourth defendant, Frank 
Redcorn, who also served on 
the Five-Man Board, accepted 
a plea deal to pay $2,090 in 
restitution and $55 in court 
costs after pleading “guilty” to 

two counts of misusing public 
funds in December, according 
to court documents.

In the four cases, the ON 
Attorney General’s office filed 
numerous counts of misusing 
public funds in regards to a 
2012 ON Office of Fiscal Per-
formance and Review audit re-
port that stated over $806,000 
in village revenue is unac-
counted for and called for gov-
ernment officials to take action 
in wake of the findings.

The AG’s office launched 
an investigation to determine 
whether tribal charges are 
warranted. The U.S. Attor-
ney’s Office and FBI also inves-
tigated the issue in 2013, but 
declined to file federal charges 
of embezzlement in the cases.

benefit act to set the 
minimum age to 65-over 
for Osage elders who 
receive the minimum 
benefit of $1,000 in the 
health benefit card program 
for the calendar year. 

The sessions and public 
committee meetings will be 
livestreamed at www.osagena-
tion-nsn.gov/multimedia/
live-media.

For more information on the 
session and filed legislation, 
visit the Legislative Branch 
website at www.osagenation-
nsn.gov/who-we-are/legisla-
tive-branch.

sists of approximately 27,000 
files. Those files contain more 
than 80,000 documents, she 
said. The review will more 
than likely take at least five 
years to complete. During the 
review period she will forward 
any files indicating fraud to 
the AG’s office. The member-
ship office has four full time 
employees and one temporary 
worker. 

The review comes after for-
mer membership employee 

Asa Cunningham falsified 
membership cards for three of 
her sister’s children and falsi-
fied a membership card for one 
of her adopted children. She 
was charged with four counts 
of tampering with public re-
cords and one count of false 
pretenses. She withdrew her 
plea of not guilty and plead 
guilty to all charges and ar-
ranged a plea deal to serve one 
weekend in jail and pay resti-
tution in the amount of $250 
per count, $200 in fines and 
court costs, according to court 
documents. She has already 
served her time in jail.

“The fact that she did it 
once and admitted to it, I 
mean she’s been charged and 
plead, twice, then that brings 
into question everything she’s 
done,” Patterson said. “So it’s 
just a good practice to go ahead 
and look at everything she’s 
done, whether you know her 
intent or not.”

Due to the sensitive infor-
mation contained within each 
individual’s membership file, 
Oberly said she is very care-
ful as to who can review the 
files. She is hoping to grow the 
membership staff to six full-
time employees in the future.

sored a total of 34 pieces of legislation, with 27 of those sponsored 
becoming law. 

Serving as the Nation’s third female Speaker of the Congress, 
Whitehorn said she is proud of the legislation she has sponsored 
to benefit the Osage people and employees of the Nation. 

Among those sponsored include an amendment to the ON 
Revenue and Taxation Act making it possible for disabled vet-
erans and Osage elders to receive tax-free tags; a revolving Tax 
Relief Fund that has earned the nation more than $1 million in 
revenue since it passed; amended the language in Article XV, 
Section 4 of the Osage Constitution to say minerals royalties are 
protected for Osage Headright Owners instead of members of 
the Osage Nation; reinserted an employee grievance procedure 
back into the Merit Pay for Performance Act.

“As Speaker my concern has been to provide the WHOLE body 
of Congress with information and tools to make informed legisla-
tive decisions …” she said. “It is paramount the legislative body 
be information driven in order to make the important fiscal deci-
sions required by our office, for the Osage people. This has been 
my contribution as Speaker of Congress.”

She said she is currently working on language for an amend-
ment to the Osage Constitution to allow for a Constitutional 
Convention.

Important dates for the 2016 Election Year:

• April 30 Osage News Congressional Debates,  
Osage Casinos-Skiatook, 1-5 p.m.

• May 2 Deadline to submit Absentee Ballot Request  
forms to the Election Office

• May 3 Absentee Ballot mailing begins

• June 3 Early Voting Day 1, from 12 p.m. to 8 p.m.  
Election Office

• June 4 Early Voting Day 2, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
Election Office

• June 6 Election Day, from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.  
Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural Center

Before the Election Board can certify the candidate list, 
each candidate is subject to a background check by the ON 
Attorney General’s office.

The list of candidates in the order they filed:

1. Myron Red Eagle 
2. W. Jacque Jones 
3. John Maker 
4. Fidelis Davis
5. John Jech
6. Archie Mason 
7. Maria Whitehorn
8. Rebekah HorseChief

9. Brandy Lemon 
10. RJ Walker
11. Danette Daniels
12. Shannon Edwards
13. Hank Hainzinger
14. Joe Tillman
15. Michael Bristow

The Osage News will provide election coverage through-
out April and May. Stay informed by following the Osage 
News on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and YouTube. Vis-
it our website at www.osagenews.org for important 2016 
Election updates. 
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The Osage Nation Congressional commerce and economic development committee meets with Attorney 
Amanda Proctor (far end of table) and ON Attorney General Holli Wells (far right) on March 15 regarding the 
Osage LLC investigation and lawsuits in regards to the money losses incurred under former LLC management. 

Third Osage LLC-related lawsuit filed against former CEO Carol Leese
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The Osage Nation has filed 
a third lawsuit against former 
Osage Limited Liability Com-
pany CEO Carol Leese and 
two business associates of his 
regarding a video surveillance 
company venture of the LLC, 
which generated no revenue to 
the Nation. 

On March 4, the Nation filed 
suit in Osage County District 
Court against Leese regard-
ing the now-defunct Ameri-
can Video & Security (AVS), 
which the LLC purchased in 
March 2011 while Leese was 
CEO. The suit also names as 
defendants: former Osage LLC 
CFO Robert Petre of Tulsa and 
Richard Verbsky of Wiscon-
sin, who formerly owned and 
later managed AVS following 
the LLC’s acquisition of the  
company.

“OLLC accounting records 
indicate that OLLC’s ‘invest-
ment’ in AVS never generated 
anything other than de mini-
mus returns to OLLC,” the 
lawsuit states. Jenks-based 
firm Shield Law Group, owned 
by Osage Attorney Amanda 
Proctor, filed the suit in state 
court. Proctor’s firm and other 
attorney associates are work-
ing on an investigation into 
the LLC business activities un-
der Leese, who served as LLC 
CEO from 2009 to 2014. Thus 
far, three lawsuits have been 
filed against Leese regarding 
the questionable investments 
and subsidiaries he pursued 
that resulted in millions of dol-
lars in losses for the LLC.  

The AVS lawsuit accuses 
Leese and the defendants of 
“incompetence, utter lack of 

due diligence in the assess-
ment of OLLC ‘investment op-
portunities’; misstatements of 
fact and material omissions 
that have included outright 
falsehoods to the (LLC Board 
of Directors serving at the 
time) and the (ON) Congress 
(also serving at the time), and 
self-dealing and ‘crony-deal-
ing.’”

Like the other two lawsuits 
filed against Leese and other 
business associates last year, 
the latest lawsuit targeting 
AVS is a civil case suing for 
damages alleging the defen-
dants committed securities 
fraud and breach of contract 
in the business venture. “As of 
August 2014, AVS was valued 
at a negative $1,296,679.21, 
after impairment for goodwill 
and intangible assets,” the 
lawsuit said.

In a March 25, 2011 news 
release, Osage LLC said it 
made a $2.64 million purchase 
for AVS after the board’s ap-
proval. “The acquisition of 
AVS also represents a great 
opportunity for Osage LLC to 
use its minority Native Ameri-
can status to move into the 
government contracting area 
– and create even more jobs for 
the Osage people,” Leese said 
in the release.

According to the lawsuit, 
Leese learned about AVS in 
2008 from his prior employ-
ment in a similar economic 
development company with 
the Forest County Potawa-
tomi Tribe also in Wisconsin. 
In March 2011, Leese pre-
sented information on AVS to 
the LLC’s board of directors, 
which described AVS as “a 
profitable, successful company 
that was established in 2004 

in Black Creek (Wis.) and that 
was engaged in the business of 
providing ‘full service security, 
audio visual and low voltage 
data services to gaming, com-
mercial, governmental and 
residential customers across 
the United States.”

Citing LLC accounting re-
cords, the lawsuit said the 
LLC made additional transfers 
of cash totaling $1.2 million to 
Verbsky after the closing of the 
AVS sale and said “the expen-
diture of which was controlled 
entirely by Verbsky – disap-
peared without any apparent 
benefit to AVS or its profitabil-
ity.”

Other expenditures men-
tioned in the lawsuit states: 
Verbsky received a monthly 
salary of $12,000 per year 
and he was reimbursed for all 
work-related expenses. In a 

six-month period (June 2011 
through December 2011), AVS 
reported $383,120 in salaries 
and $102,882 in travel expens-
es; Verbsky withdrew $50,000 
from AVS in 2012, at a time 
when OLLC records indicate 
“AVS was insolvent.”

The lawsuit also notes: “AVS 
Business expenses’ funded by 
OLLC included such things 
such as hunting trips taken by 
Verbsky and his cronies in Sep-
tember 2011 and January 2012 
for the amounts of $25,000 and 
$20,000 respectively. These 
trips were classified as ‘meal 
and entertainment’ expenses 
in the financial statements of 
AVS. OLLC records also reflect 
that OLLC funded the person-
al travel of Verbsky’s daughter 
and other family members.”

Regarding Verbsky’s em-
ployment contract, the law-

suit states Leese and Petre 
modified the contract/ general 
agreement with AVS without 
LLC board approval “on terms 
very generous to the chief ex-
ecutive of the failing compa-
ny…OLLC agreed to pay for 
Verbsky’s vehicle, $607,000 
in previously incurred busi-
ness expenses…OLLC refused 
to continue making the pay-
ments for Verbsky’s vehicle in 
October 2014 after discovering 
Verbsky had traded in the ve-
hicle in March 2014 without 
notification.”

The Nation is seeking dam-
ages exceeding $75,000 on each 
of five claims for relief listed in 
the lawsuit, which is a mini-
mum total of $375,000 plus 
litigation costs, any contract 
damages proven against Verb-
sky and other relief deemed 
appropriate by the court.

Partial settlement 
reached in one of the 
LLC-related lawsuits
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The Osage Nation and its Tallgrass Economic Develop-
ment LLC reached a partial settlement in its lawsuit re-
garding a 2010 investment with now-defunct broker dealer 
company EquityStation, Inc.

The Nation is receiving back $141,495, according to at-
torneys working on the investigation into the former Osage 
Limited Liability Company investment activities executed 
under the management of former CEO Carol Leese, up until 
his resignation in 2014. As of March, the Nation has three 
pending lawsuits against Leese and business associates of 
his regarding LLC investments and business partnerships 
that resulted in millions of dollars in losses, prompting the 
investigation shortly after Principal Chief Geoffrey Stand-
ing Bear took office in 2014.

Attorney Amanda Proctor, whose law firm is working on 
the investigation, and ON Attorney General Holli Wells an-
nounced the settlement update to the Fourth ON Congress 
on March 15 during a Commerce and Economic Develop-
ment Committee meeting. 

Proctor said the lawsuit against EquityStation Inc. is still 
pending against other defendants, including Leese for dam-
ages associated with the investment that generated no rev-
enue to the Nation. In 2010, the LLC purchased 249 shares 
of EquityStation for $800,000 from vFinance, according to 
the July 2015 lawsuit filed in Osage County District Court.

Proctor said vFinance will be added as a defendant in 
the case as part of the settlement agreement and said she 
believes that entity sold EquityStation as “a worthless com-
pany” to the LLC. 

With the settlement agreement approved by the Tallgrass 
Economic Development LLC board of directors, Proctor said 
there remains roughly $660,000 in outstanding claims in 
the EquityStation, Inc. case pending against Leese.

On July 20, 2015 the Nation filed the second suit in state 
court against Leese, former LLC CFO Robert Petre; and Mi-
chael Morrisett who worked as a financial advisor and for 
now-defunct LLC subsidiary Osage Investments LLC.   

In its complaint, the Nation said Leese asked the ON 
Congress for a $7.5 million appropriation in 2010 to fund 
several economic development projects, including an invest-
ment with EquityStation, which was approved by the LLC 
board that year. According to LLC management at the time, 
the EquityStation investment was to provide the LLC with 
“access to an investment banking platform.”

Letters to the Editor 
If you would like to submit a letter to the editor, please 

mail it to the Osage News, Attn.: Shannon Shaw, 619 Ki-
hekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056 or send email to sshaw@
osagetribe.org. 

Letters must be respectful and informative to the read-
er, and may be edited for grammar, clarity and space.

Osage writer wins Fellowship to 
Virginia Center for the Creative Arts
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Osage writer Ruby Hansen 
Murray is enjoying the beau-
tiful scenery at the Virginia 
Center for the Creative Arts 
this month, located in the foot-
hills of the Blue Ridge Moun-
tains in rural Virginia. She is 
there until mid-April on a cre-
ative writing fellowship.

Murray, who is from 
Cathlamet, Wash., is among 
25 other Fellows focusing on 
their own creative projects at 
a working retreat for visual 
artists, writers and compos-
ers. Each artist has a private 
bedroom, studio and three 
prepared meals a day. They 
are working in a distraction-
free atmosphere to focus on  
their art. 

“It’s beautiful,” Murray said.
According to a prepared re-

lease, “VCCA Fellows have 
received worldwide attention 
through publications, exhibi-
tions, compositions, perfor-
mances, and major awards 
and accolades, including Ma-
cArthur grants, Pulitzer Priz-
es, Guggenheim fellowships, 
National Endowment for the 
Arts awards, Rome Prizes, Pol-
lock-Krasner grants, National 
Book Awards, Broadway and 
Off-Broadway productions, 
and Academy Award nomina-
tions.”

Osage News: Where are 
you from, where do you live, 
what district do you belong to, 
who is your family?

Ruby Hansen Murray: 
I’m a writer and photographer 
living on Puget Island in the 
lower Columbia River. 

I’m from the Hominy dis-
trict. My grandmother is the 
late Jennie Mae Murray, and 
my father is the late Ted Mur-
ray, born in Pawhuska. I spent 
good times as a child on my un-
cle Morton and Rosalee Mur-
ray’s ranch near Buck Creek. 
I enjoyed visiting cousin David 
Arthur Murray in Bartlesville 

and Leonard Maker, and Clark 
Batson among other Pettit rel-
atives. 

ON: When did you begin to 
write? Was it always your ca-
reer? 

RHM: I’ve been a reader 
since I was a child. I’ve always 
wanted to write books that 
made the world better. I stud-
ied anthropology at the Uni-
versity of Texas, and Marriage 
& Family Therapy at the Uni-
versity of San Francisco. I’ve 
been a reporter for tribal, re-
gional and daily newspapers. 

I started studying fiction se-
riously about seven years ago. 
I started a Masters of Fine Arts 
at Warren Wilson College and 
transferred to the new MFA 
program in Creative Writing 
at the Institute of American 
Indian Arts in Santa Fe to 
study with leading Native au-
thors. 

ON: What type of writing do 
you prefer? Creative, poetry, 
fiction, non-fiction?

RHM: I read more prose 
than poetry, but I love them 
both. I use lyricism in both 
to weave in specific sensory 
detail and rhythm to engage 
the reader in the emotion of a 
piece.

ON: What are your inspira-
tions and why?

RHM: I love reading, and I 
want to give back. I’m inspired 
by Perma Red  by Debra Ear-
ling. Earling tells the story of 
an aunt on the Flathead Res-

ervation in the 1940s. It’s a 
dark story, beautifully told. I 
love the rich Osage world that 
Osage poet Carter Revard cre-
ates. I’m interested in captur-
ing life on the page, so that the 
reader can lose herself in the 
words in the same way that a 
film transports you. 

I want to contribute to the 
literature by Osage authors. I 
look for those stories myself, 
and I’ve heard others say they 
want books by and about Osag-
es for their children. When I 
saw Mindy Standley’s books 
on the shelves in the preschool 
immersion center, I was ex-
cited. Mine are different, but I 
want them on the shelves, too. 

ON: Where can Osage News 
readers find your published 
works? 

RHM: My work is inspired 
by the commercial fishing 
world of the lower Columbia 
River estuary as well as my 
historical research relating to 
the Osage ancestral lands in 
the early 19th century. 

My nonfiction has appeared 
in American Ghost: Poets on 
life after Industry, Oregon Hu-
manities Magazine, and Wild 
in the Willamette and been 
read on National Public Ra-
dio. Poetry and fiction appear 
in Yellow Medicine Review and 
Tribal College Journal. 

Poetry and fiction are online 
in About Place Journal, Salal, 
Tribal College Journal. 

Photographs appear in 
Hinchas de Poesia, American 
Ghost: Poets on Life After In-
dustry and in collaborative 
projects with Brazilian poet 
and translator Lucia Leao in 
Duende and Conversations 
Across Borders. Past photo-
graphic exhibits include “Con-
necting Waters,” curated by 
Lower Columbia College in 
Longview, Wash., and at Riv-
er Life Interpretive Center in 
Skamokawa, Wash. 

ON: Could you give me a run 

Ruby Hansen Murray
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ues of roles, responsibilities 
and balance,” the justices said. 
“The Osage people made a de-
liberate – and repeated – deci-
sion to distribute the burden of 
governance so no one person or 
entity bears it alone. If longev-
ity is our continued goal, then 
we must treat the Constitution 
as a unifying document with 
roles and responsibilities des-
ignated to benefit the People 
as a whole.”

FY 2016 Budgets
Regarding the FY 2016 bud-

gets, Standing Bear objected to 
language added to the six gov-
ernment division appropria-
tion (budget) bills during the 
legislation process, which pro-
hibits salary increases for all 
employees of the Nation’s de-
partments and programs. The 
Executive Branch proposed 
salary increases for several 
employees during the 2015 
Tzi-Zho Session when bud-
gets were considered, but the 
Congress voted to amend the 
six amended budget bills with 
language mandating salaries 
to remain at FY 2015 levels.

In its ruling, the Supreme 
Court said: “Congress must 
take a finite amount of funds 
and distribute them through-
out the Nation without 
compromising anyone’s con-
stitutional obligations, which 
includes preserving Osage 
language and culture, develop-
ing services to improve health 
in children and elders, estab-
lishing an early learning pro-
gram for Osage children and 
preserving natural resources. 
The Constitution does not ex-
pressly authorize Congress to 
condition its appropriation on 
certain actions taking place.”

The Justices also said: “We 
similarly reject the argument 
that Congress possesses the 
inherent authority to impose 
conditions, restrictions or limi-
tations in its appropriation 
laws when such conditions 
violate the Constitution. That 
does not mean that Congress 
lacks the authority to ensure 
that a program is operating 
in accordance with Osage law. 
Congress’ legislative authority 
is fairly broad when considered 
in context of the Constitution.”

Human Resources  
Department

In the dispute over bill 
ONCA 15-100, which is an 
amendment to the Nation’s Pay 
for Performance Act, Standing 
Bear questioned whether the 
section authorizing the Hu-
man Resources Department 
to implement the merit-based 
employment system is consti-
tutional because it includes 
job descriptions and duties for 
three HR employee positions. 
The HR department is under 
the Executive Branch and the 
2006 Constitution mandates 
the Congress to establish the 
merit system – excluding ex-
ecutive staff and appointed po-
sitions working directly for the 
Principal Chief’s office.

“In response, the Congress 
argues that such specifications 
are within its power to estab-
lish those agency positions and 
‘establish reasonable duties 
and minimum qualifications’ 
for persons holding those po-
sitions. The issue, thus pre-
sented, is whether Congress’s 
establishment of such quali-
fications duties and respon-
sibilities encroaches into the 
Executive’s constitutionally 
designated powers to desig-
nate the daily operational du-
ties of persons in its employ in 
the Human Resources Depart-
ment. We find it does,” the Jus-
tices said.

Gaming Reform
Standing Bear objected to 

an amended Gaming Reform 
Act (ONCA 15-91) because the 
law made the Nation’s annual 
gaming plan of operation a 
“legally binding” document on 
the Gaming Enterprise Board 

and Osage Casinos executive 
management. He argued any 
changes, including unexpected 
events, would put the board 
and management in viola-
tion of the law and could also 
prompt multiple special ses-
sions to convene Congress for 
approving any amendments 
that could arise. 

In its response brief, the 
Congress said “exercise of 
its oversight and approval 
authority is particularly im-
portant with the Gaming En-
terprise Board in light of past 
events” and referred to the 
overspending event involving 
Osage Casino management 
under former CEO Neil Cor-
nelius while two casino/ hotel 
properties were being built in 
2013. “In the past, the (gaming 
board) has unilaterally ignored 
its Annual Plan of Operation 
and freely spent the Osage 
people’s money… (the gaming 
board) changed the construc-
tion plans for the Ponca City 
and Skiatook casino projects 
without notifying Congress. 
That change amounted to $30 
million in additional expendi-
tures,” the Congress said in its 
response.  

The Justices said: “General-
ly speaking, a planning docu-
ment, such as an Annual Plan 
of Operations, is a basic tool 
used by businesses to map out 
courses of action, identify busi-
ness goals and objections and 
identify the resources needed 
to achieve them over a rela-
tively short timeframe, typi-
cally the upcoming business 
year … Unlike statutes, regu-
lations and contracts, business 
plans cannot be set in stone 
and their utility would be sore-
ly undermined if they were.”

“The trouble is not so much 
with the Congress’ desire to 
hold the Board and manage-
ment accountable, rather it 
is with Congress’ solution. To 
amend the ONGRA to make 
its Annual Plan of Operation 
“legally binding” is problem-
atic … Moreover, the potential 
threat of civil action for even 
minor deviations from the An-
nual Plan would likely have a 
chilling effect on the willing-
ness of potential candidates to 
seek or accept appointment to 
Osage enterprise boards, mak-
ing it significantly more diffi-
cult for the Nation to be able to 
attract qualified professionals 
to serve,” the Justices said. 

The court also said: “Neither 
do we suggest that there is no 
remedy for a Board member’s 
breach of his or her constitu-
tional duties. As appointed 
officials of the Nation, board 
members are subject to re-
moval under Article XII and 
may be removed, among other 
causes, for the ‘willful neglect’ 
of their constitutional duties.”

Standing Bear also chal-
lenged a separate portion of 
the gaming reform act which 
lists requirements to serve on 
the Gaming Enterprise Board, 
but the court ruled that sec-
tion is constitutional. 

“On the contrary, without 
the requirement that a candi-

date is able to produce some 
generally accepted profession-
al credentials, such as a resume 
showing education, special 
training, professional associa-
tions, work history and experi-
ence, etc., Congress would be 
without a rational basis upon 
which to carry out its duty of 
advice and consent through an 
informed assessment of candi-
dates,” the court said.

2016 Hun-Kah Session
The Osage News asked 

Whitehorn for comment on the 
Supreme Court decision, but 
did not receive one by the time 
this story went to press.

However, Congresswoman 
Alice Buffalohead referenced 
the Supreme Court opinion 
during the March 31 session 
while the Congress recognized 
Osage women working in gov-
ernment as part of the nation-
al yearly observance.

“We had a recent ruling 
and it was at the forefront of 
our new government and it 
changed things quite a bit, but 
we will prevail, we will move 
on and we will march on be-
cause we’re here to serve the 
people and that’s what we’ll 
do,” she said.

 
Employee Salary Raises

Standing Bear said his staff 
is working on developing legis-
lation to restore the money for 
the employee salary raise cuts 
in the budget bills in wake of 
the court decision. During a 
December special session, the 
Congress cut the money for the 
salary raises in five of the six 
division budget bills amid ob-
jections from Standing Bear, 
who filed suit on Nov. 30.

“We’ve been under some 
duress from the way the Con-
gress pushed its way around,” 
Standing Bear said. “We had 
difficulties in retaining em-
ployees expecting raises … We 
did not want to bring a bucket-
ful of lawsuits, which we could 
have, but we wanted to high-
light the problem.”

Standing Bear also said he 
included the questions regard-
ing the amendment making 
the annual gaming plan of 
operations a “legally binding” 
document in his petition be-
cause the Gaming Enterprise 
Board was also considering a 
lawsuit against the Congress.      

The 2016 Hun-Kah Session 
begins March 28 for a 24-day 
run and Standing Bear said 
his office will also propose ad-
ditional legislation, which will 
require funding from the Con-
gress. One proposed bill is a 
funding request for the Wah-
Zha-Zhi Youth Academy op-
erations, he said.

The Congress cut the WYA 
funding citing low attendance 
and a $1.3 million budget dur-
ing the 2015 Tzi-Zho Session. 
“What’s joyful is the Supreme 
Court has declared funding for 
young people is a constitution-
al right. Knowing we have the 
money, we can now submit to 
(the Congress) again the WYA 
budget,” Standing Bear said. 

annIversary
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and 786 acres of land already 
in trust. The Bluestem Ranch 
purchase will add 43,000 acres 
to this total and we will be 
seeking federal trust status on 
this land without delay.”

Standing Bear said there 
will be other infrastructure 
needs that will require tribal 
funding subject to Congressio-
nal approval and shared a list 
of those projects.

“Beginning with the Wah-
Zha-Zhi Early Learning 
Center, the architect and en-
gineering estimate is just over 
$1 million dollars. The First 
National Bank building archi-
tect and engineering estimate 
for the fourth floor still needs 
the $37,500 to turn that build-
ing into the office space we 
need and to make good use 
of this historic building. The 
Hominy Roundhouse rebuild 
needs up to $400,000 dollars 

now, to preserve this historic 
treasure,” Standing Bear told 
the Congress.

Despite the debates and 
recent Supreme Court case, 
Standing Bear acknowledged: 
“We have accomplished a 
lot together in these past 21 
months. There is an endless 
amount of work still to do. 
A good example of what we 
have done together, the Con-
gress, the Assistant Chief, and 
our Executive Branch Staff 
is Bird Creek Farms and the 
EcoPark. Just this past Fri-
day, Gail Boe, of our Commu-
nities of Excellence program, 
received notification that the 
proposal we made one year 
ago to the University of Okla-
homa Health Science Center 
has been accepted for funding 
in the amount of over $115,000 
dollars a year for five years. 
This award of over $550,000 
dollars is just one of the indi-
cations of support for what we 
are doing at the EcoPark.”

ON Supreme Court refers 
to Osage history, culture, 
scholars in its decision
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The March 2016 ruling from 
the Osage Nation Supreme 
Court incorporated Osage his-
tory, culture and scholarly re-
search into its decision in the 
Standing Bear v. Whitehorn 
lawsuit to determine whether 
several laws challenged by the 
Principal Chief are constitu-
tional.

Standing Bear filed suit 
against the Fourth ON Con-
gress in November to deter-
mine whether several bills 
passed by the Legislative 
Branch are constitutional af-
ter he vetoed the legislation at 
issue during the fall Tzi-Zho 
Session. The Supreme Court 
opined on March 8 that sev-
eral sections of the challenged 
bills, including six government 
division budgets, are consid-
ered unconstitutional and one 
challenged bill’s section is  
constitutional.

“Developing a uniquely 
Osage jurisprudence is no 
small task; we’ve been asked to 
consider this dispute in light of 
the standards and values cre-
ated by the Federal and State 
governments in developing 
their constitutional jurispru-
dence, and we decline to do so, 
looking instead to glean from 
historic and scholarly sources 
(as) such relevant factors may 
be applied to the questions at 
hand,” according to the written 
opinion by Associate Justices 
Drew Pierce, Elizabeth Lohah 
Homer and Chief Justice Mer-
edith Drent.

The court then references a 
case from the Hopi Tribe in Ar-
izona, noting “We are inspired 
and guided by other Indian 
Tribes faced with a similar 
task.” In the case Village of 
Mishongnovi v. Humeyestewa, 
the case found that a trial court 
had inappropriately applied 
foreign law without analyzing 
that law to determine whether 
it is consistent with Hopi cus-
tom and tradition, the ONSC 
opinion said citing research.  

“As always, our starting 
point is the Osage value ‘Wah-
sh-kan’ – ‘to do one’s best’ – 
which guides us as we attempt 
to balance the roles and re-
sponsibilities of each branch of 
government in a manner that 
respects the efforts of those 
who prepared this (2006) Con-
stitution as well as the inter-
ests of Osage constituency to 
whom we are all accountable,” 
the court said, citing its 2013 
declaratory judgment case Red 
Corn v. Red Eagle. 

Referring to history, the 
court said: “This constitutional 
concept is not new to us as a 
Nation. The Osage Constitu-
tions of 1861, 1881 and 1994 
all reflect our efforts to self-
govern and avoid the forced 
implementation of federally-
created government structures 
by organizing under a docu-
ment similar to the United 
States Constitution.”

The court also cites scholar-
ly writings by Osage professor 
Jean Dennison, who wrote Co-
lonial Entanglement: Consti-
tuting a Twenty-First Century 
Osage Nation in 2012. As a 
college student, Dennison doc-
umented the creation, under-
standing and implementation 
of the 2006 Osage Constitution 
created by the Osage Govern-
ment Reform Commission be-
fore Osage voters approved the 
constitution in the March elec-
tion of that year. Dennison is 
now assistant professor of an-
thropology at the University of 
Washington.

As part of challenging the 
legislation, Standing Bear ar-
gued the bills violated the sep-
aration of powers section in the 
constitution. In its response 
and citing Dennison, the court 
said: “While we agree that in-

teraction and cooperation be-
tween branches is imperative 
to the function of any govern-
ment, we are mindful of the 
historical preclude to our pres-
ent Osage constitutional gov-
ernment. Osage government 
prior to adoption of the Con-
stitution was often character-
ized by gridlock and inaction 
occasioned by power struggles 
between the executive and leg-
islative branches. In view of 
this history, we must strive for 
clarity as to where the consti-
tutional lines of authority lie.”

Other scholars and re-
searchers cited in the opinion 
include Francis La Flesche 
(Omaha, who lived from 1857 
to 1932), University of Tulsa 
anthropology professor Gar-
rick Bailey and Osage profes-
sor Robert Warrior who taught 
American Indian Studies at 
the University of Illinois-Ur-
bana-Champaign.

“While change is a fun-
damental part of all groups, 
oral and written history has 
positioned ‘moving to a new 
country’ as a fundamental 
component of Osage society,” 
the court said citing Bailey.

“We have accepted new 
forms of language, technol-
ogy, prayer, and ceremonies, 
while maintaining the core 
principles of our own unique 
worldview, which includes 
transforming our environs into 
something that ensures our 
future survival. This can be 
directly observed today in our 
In-Lon-Schka, in our families, 
how we grieve, how we pray 
and how we govern,” the court 
said.

The court noted in footnotes: 
“Osages have proven adept at 
applying the tools in our chang-
ing world.” The court then cit-
ed a Warrior article: “Writing 
in English is a technology that 
our best and brightest tradi-
tional leaders, at a portentous 
moment in history, embraced 
as a means toward the future.” 

The Supreme Court also 
observed Osage distinctions 
in the constitution and, as an 
example, said: “The Osage 
People made a conscious deci-
sion to establish a separation 
of function between the Na-
tion’s political bodies and its 
business enterprises.”

According to the decision: 
“Without question, the Na-
tion’s Constitution contains 
many unique features. Of 
these is Article VII, section 
14 (Tribal Enterprise Boards), 
which reflects a clear choice by 
the Osage People to include 
within the Constitution a pro-
vision specific to the estab-
lishment of tribal enterprise 
boards … Section 14, however, 
extends to the Congress a right 
to review any action taken by 
boards and discretion and au-
thority to approve the Annual 
Plan of Operation for Osage 
Nation business enterprises. 
Section 14 further provides for 
an absolute prohibition on the 
appointment of Osage Nation 
elected officials to enterprise 
boards.”

In conclusion, the ONSC 
said: “Not only is the Osage 
Constitution new, it is truly 
distinct from all others, and so 
we as a Nation are challenged 
to strike that correct balance 
envisioned by the Osage Peo-
ple and reflected in their Con-
stitution.”
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Wendy Ponca designs Pendleton blanket for the Osage Foundation
Tara Madden
Osage News

Pendleton blankets, a daily 
necessity and luxury for Osag-
es dating back to the early 
1900s, are now only worn for 
special occasions, In-Lon-Sch-
ka and for giveaways.  

Wendy Ponca, renowned 
Osage artist and clothing de-
signer, completed her design 
for a limited edition Pendleton 
blanket for the Osage Nation 
Foundation in hopes to raise 
money for the nonprofit and its 
many community-based pro-
grams and camps. 

The blanket is called “Hun-
ka,” meaning Earth People in 
the Osage language. The base 
color of the blanket is black, 
with red, green, blue and yel-
low ribbon work with a saw-
tooth edge running down the 
sides and the middle. Patterns 
of red hands run down the 
sides, making for a very color-
ful effect on top of the black.

“We are very excited about 
the Pendleton blanket Wendy 
Ponca has designed for the 
Foundation,” said Osage Na-
tion Foundation Executive 
Director Bill Webb. “We were 
fortunate to have someone 
with Wendy’s talent that we 
were able to commission for 
the piece. It is a beautiful de-
sign and as a limited edition 
it will create an exceptional 
keepsake. The demand has 
been very strong already so we 
are very likely to sell out very 
quickly.”

The Foundation will have 
250 of the blankets made, in-
cluding a tag to commemorate 
the number of the blanket a 
person owns. The blanket is 
a standard sized Pendleton, 
which measures 60 by 80 inch-
es. The front and back design 
is the same on both sides and 
when the top half is folded 
down, the hands will all be in 
the same position facing up 
when worn, Ponca said. 

The weaving processes at 
Pendleton Woolen Mills have 
automated looms; the colors 

become muted where there 
are more than two colors be-
ing woven horizontally. This is 
the reason she chose to use the 
same pattern on the back and 
the front of the blanket, she 
said. The blanket will have the 
brightest and truest colors.

“I have ideas for the next 
blanket, if the opportunity 
should arise for another non-
profit, called the ‘Tzi-Zho,’ 
meaning Sky People,” Ponca 

said. “I only want to design 
these blankets for nonprofits.”   

The Hunka blankets will 
arrive in late April or early 
May and may be purchased 
on the Foundation’s website 
at www.osagefoundation.org. 
The Foundation will ship the 
blankets immediately upon 
ordering, Webb said. The 
Foundation can communicate 
through Facebook, email and 

phone to those who have re-
served blankets.

Pendleton Designer
Ponca was asked in 1996 to 

design a Pendleton blanket for 
the American Indian College 
Fund for their Hope Series. 
The blanket was called “Wah 
Sha She.” The blanket was 
also a limited edition, produc-
ing only 1,200.

Ponca has permanent art-

work displayed at the Phil-
brook Museum, LA County 
Museum, Institute of the 
American Indian Arts and the 
Smithsonian’s National Mu-
seum of the American Indian. 

She sells pieces of her art in 
museum gift shops in the Pea-
body Essex Museum, Portland 
Art Museum, Philbrook Mu-
seum, and NMAI throughout 
the year.

She currently is participat-
ing in the art show Native 
Fashion Now featuring her 
designs for her Earth and Sky 
people wedding clothes. The 
show began at the Peabody 
Essex Museum in November 
2015 and lasts until the end 
of this month. The show will 
travel to Portland Art Mu-
seum on June 4 and run until 
Sept. 5. Next it will travel to 
the Philbrook Museum of Art 
in Tulsa from Oct. 2 – Jan. 15, 
2017. The show’s last stop will 
be at the NMAI in New York in 
late February 2017.

Ponca is a graduate of the 
Institute of American Indian 
Arts in Santa Fe, N.M., the 
Kansas City Art Institute, 
and Southwestern College in 
Santa Fe. Her art career has 
included being the director of 
development at the National 
Indian Monument & Institute 
in Jenks, Okla., an art instruc-
tor at University of Las Vegas, 
Nev., and a professor of Fiber 
Arts and Design at IAIA.

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Samples of the wool threads being used to weave the Pendleton blanket and the final design by Osage artist 
Wendy Ponca.

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Wendy Ponca holds up the blanket she designed for the American Indian 
College Fund in 1996. The blanket’s name was Wah-Sha-She and part of 
the New Hope Series.

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Wendy Ponca’s Thunderbird Gallery located in Fairfax, Okla.

Health Authority Board
considering “no-show” policy 
for clinic appointments
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The Osage Nation Health 
Authority Board is consid-
ering a “no-show” policy to 
cut down on Wah-Zha-Zhi 
Health Center patient ap-
pointments cancelled with-
out prior notice.

Staff at the Pawhuska 
clinic say the no-show ap-
pointments cause incon-
veniences to the health 
providers’ schedules, 
prompting the study of im-
plementing a policy subject 
to approval of the Health 
Authority Board. The issue 
was discussed at the board’s 
February and March meet-
ings in Pawhuska.

“The way our comput-
ers work, you don’t know 
the patient didn’t come (for 
the appointment) until the 
time has passed,” said Mike 
Shackelford, Chief Nurse 
Officer. “No shows (equals) 
no consequences and as a re-
sult of that, they don’t call … 
it disrupts the flow of the pa-
tients, yet we don’t want to 
run off our patients either.”

At the March meeting, 
Shackelford and acting 
WHC Director Paula Sta-
bler presented a proposed 
policy to the board. Ac-
cording to the proposal, if a 
patient fails to cancel and 
misses two appointments, 
that person must meet with 
the clinic administration. 
A third no-show for an ap-
pointment would result in 
that patient being restrict-

ed to same-day walk-in ser-
vice, meaning the patient 
would only be seen that day 
whenever there’s openings.

Stabler said patients are 
called two days in advance 
to remind them of their 
upcoming appointments. 
If patients need to cancel 
an appointment, the clinic 
would appreciate a phone 
call one day in advance, she 
said.

“We do need to set some 
boundaries,” said Manon 
Tillman, the Nation’s divi-
sion leader for health and 
social services. “We need 
your support if a no-show 
policy is implemented,” she 
told the board in February.

The clinic staff initially 
considered a tougher policy, 
which would suspend privi-
leges at the clinic for a pe-
riod of time.  

Congressman Ron Shaw, 
who attended the February 
meeting, said he believed sus-
pending a patient’s benefits 
at the clinic “would be harsh.”

Dr. Cameron Rumsey, also 
at the February meeting, said 
“I think we should sit down 
with them and at least talk” 
if no-shows for appointments 
becomes an issue.

After discussion at the 
March 17 meeting, the 
board passed a motion al-
lowing for the clinic to draft 
the no-show policy, which 
will be considered at the 
next regular board meeting 
scheduled April 11 at the 
Pawhuska Business Devel-
opment Center. 

Osage Foundation to fund up to 
three college students to attend 
2016 NAJA student workshop
Osage News

The Osage Nation Foun-
dation has agreed to pro-
vide funding for up to three 
lucky Osage college students 
to attend the Native American Journalists Association Student 
Projects at the 2016 Excellence in Journalism conference in New 
Orleans Sept. 17-21. Deadline to apply is May 1.

The Society of Professional Journalists and the Native Ameri-
can Journalists Association are seeking 14 interns for the EIJ 
News. Interns will cover the EIJ conference using a variety of 
digital approaches (video, social, audio, photos, written stories) 
that will be published online. Collegiate multimedia journalists 
are invited to apply for these select positions.

Vacancy opens on Pawhuska
Indian Village Five-Man Board
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The Pawhuska Indian Vil-
lage Five-Man Board has one 
vacancy after Cherokee Che-
shewalla resigned from the 
board.

Citing family reasons, Che-
shewalla submitted her resig-
nation on March 18 to board 
members Ryan RedCorn, Mar-
jorie Williams, Patrick Luey 
and Chairwoman Paula Sta-
bler. Cheshewalla was in her 
first two-year term serving on 
the village committee after she 
was elected during last fall’s 
village election.

“While I have enjoyed work-
ing with you all on the (Five-
Man Board), I am regretfully 

going to have to resign due to 

many different family obliga-

tions that are requiring my 
time,” Cheshewalla said in her 
resignation letter. “I know that 
everyone will continue on with 
what is best for the Pawhus-
ka Indian Village and I look 
forward to working with you 
all and the PIV as a whole in  
the future.”

Stabler informed residents 
of the resignation at the March 
14 village meeting and said 
the board is seeking interested 
residents to serve the remain-
der of Cheshewalla’s term.

According to the 1963 
Pawhuska village constitu-
tion, vacancies on the village 
board shall be filled by the 
board. Board members must 
be Osage, at least 18 years old 
and must live in the Pawhuska 
village for at least 30 days pri-
or to the election. 

See naja
—Continued  on Page 17

Osage News file photo

Cherokee Cheshewalla, a former Pawhuska Indian Village Five-Man 
Board member, plays a round of bingo during the 2012 Pawhuska Indian 
Village Christmas party.
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Osage educatiOn
SMART goals necessary 
in achieving a
rewarding education
Electa RedCorn
Osage News

There are so many factors that 
can influence a person’s life path 
and the choices they make in their 
educational path. I will share a lit-
tle about what factors influenced 
my education, and I realize that 
the reader of this column may be 
able to connect in some way. I also 
realize the reader may not be able 
to connect, at all. This, I believe is 
the value of diversity in our social 
relationships and our daily life. My 
hope is that the reader will think 
of himself or herself as a person 
with potential for positive change. 

Education is the vessel and 
the student’s life guides the sail. 
Speaking to this frame of thought, 
appropriately, I found this quote 
on an inspiration page I follow on 
Instagram. “An entire sea of wa-
ter cannot sink a ship unless it 
gets inside the ship. Similarly, the 
negativity of the world cannot put 
you down unless you allow it to get 
inside of you.”  

We use our common sense and 
our circumstances and we also use 
our imagination and creativity to 
figure out our educational path. I 
can recall the exact day I waited 
tables at an El Chico Restaurant, 
I began to think that the life I 
was living could be improved. Life 
could be better and opportunity 
lay before me. Fast forward to two 
years later, as I sat in a classroom 
of social work students studying 
program development for children, 
youth, and families.  

We began to learn about 
SMART goals. SMART goals are 
specific, measurable, achievable, 
realistic, and time-sensitive. In my 
opinion, the sooner we are exposed 
to the concept of smart goals the 
smoother our academic sailing can 
be. We will always face adversity, 
we will always face challenges, but 
as students of the life experience 
we can learn, strengthen, sharpen 
our tools, and succeed. We do those 
things with the support of our fam-
ilies and our culture. 

There are many times that we 
feel alone in our stresses, our chal-
lenges, our worries, and our doubts. 
This is the space for us to under-
stand what helps us function in 
healthy and unhealthy ways, from 
the physical to the emotional to 
the spiritual sense. Life’s interac-
tions have taught me that the more 
knowledgeable we become, the more 
sympathetic we can be to the world 
around us.  

In my most challenged times, I 
know that I relied on the words of 
my grandmother Joyce who always 
told her children and grandchildren 
that education is a type of insur-
ance. We do not always know in the 
moment how the struggle will ben-
efit us, but once we have earned it 
no one can take our education away 
from us. 

Currently, I serve the Osage Na-
tion as an academic counselor. In 
this capacity I have been able to 
utilize my acquired skills for under-
standing people at their own level 
of development. It is a rewarding 
experience to help others recognize 
their strengths. Some gifts come 
naturally and some come with the 
blessing of education.

–––––––––
About the author: Electa Hare-

RedCorn, MSW, LCSW-P, is an Aca-
demic Counselor for the Osage Nation 
Education Department

Electa RedCorn

Jones selected for Indian Country Energy 
and Infrastructure Working Group
Osage News

Jill Jones, Osage tribal member, has been se-
lected as a member of the Indian Country En-
ergy and Infrastructure Working Group. 

The working group collaborates with the 
U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) Office of In-
dian Energy. The working group also provides 
advice to the White House Council on Native 
American Affairs.

“Jill Jones has years of experience in the en-
ergy business. She is another of our Osage peo-
ple who has joined us in our effort to increase 
the value of our resources for all the Osage peo-
ple. She also understands the role of the fed-
eral trustee and how the federal government 
needs to do much better here at the Osage,” said Osage Nation Principal Chief 
Geoffrey Standing Bear in a release. 

Standing Bear said she has already exhibited leadership as the Chair of the 
Osage Nation Energy Services, LLC. The ONES were created in 2013. Jones 
has over 25 years of experience in the petroleum industry and is employed with 
ConocoPhillips in Bartlesville. 

“These recommendations cover strategic planning and implementation of en-
ergy resource, energy business, and energy infrastructure development policies 
and programs …” she said in a prepared release. “This composition enables ICEI-
WG to provide technical and experienced analysis and feedback to the Depart-
ment on complex energy development issues.”

David Conrad, Osage tribal member and former director of Intergovernmen-
tal Affairs for the Jim Gray administration, serves as the deputy director for 
the DOE of Indian Energy Policy and Programs. He previously served as the 
department’s director for Tribal and Intergovernmental Affairs in the Office of 
Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, where he was responsible for in-
tergovernmental affairs with tribal, city, and county governments.

“Thank you Principal Chief Standing Bear for appointing Jill Jones to rep-
resent the Osage Nation on ICEIWG. Jill has been an active member of the 
working group, proactively bringing attention to fossil energy issues while also 
availing herself of resources related to other energy matters such as strategic 
planning and data analysis,” Conrad said. “The Department of Energy relies on 
ICEIWG for input and feedback on our work, and is also an important outreach 
mechanism for our work on the White House Council on Native American Affairs’ 
Energy Subgroup (Co-Chaired by Sec Moniz and Sec Jewell).”

According to the DOE website, the working group was established in 2011 “to 
bring government and tribal leaders together to collaborate and gain insight into 
real-time tribal experiences representing obstacles and opportunities in energy 
and related infrastructure development and capacity building in Indian Coun-
try.”

According to the DOE website, goals and objectives of the working group are:

• Survey and assess Indian energy business and en-
ergy infrastructure development and needs.

• Exchange information about energy development practices, 
needs, obstacles, and potential solutions, including alterna-
tive approaches to energy development in its various forms.

Jill Jones

See jOnes
—Continued  on Page 17
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Sammy Spotted Bear
is OKWA State finalist  
Tara Madden
Osage News

Sammy “Sambo” Spot-
ted Bear loves to wrestle, 
and at six years old he’s al-
ready been an OKWA Nov-
ice Champion, an OKWA 
Northwest Regional Cham-
pion and recently placed 
third at the OKWA State 
finals. 

“He has been concentrat-
ing on his techniques and 
conditioning with the help 
of his older brother Jake 
who also wrestles,” said his 
father Bo Spotted Bear. “He 
has really turned it around 
this year and has become a 
better wrestler from it.”

From Newkirk, Okla., 
this is Sammy’s second year 
wrestling with Newkirk 
Takedown, coached by his 
father Bo, Dustin Mills and 
Cody Jones. He is in first 
grade and his parents home 
school him. 

Sammy has won many 
tournaments at Division I 
and Division II levels; he 
weighs in at 43 pounds. 

He has participated in 24 
tournaments and won a to-
tal of 17 medals, and he did 
not give up one point in his 
win at Northwest Region-
als. 

Some of his biggest fans 
include his Uncle Jeremy, 
Uncle Cory and “Auntie” 
Tori Spotted Bear. 

“This was the first year 
I got to actually watch him 

wrestle,” said Cory Spot-
ted Bear. “I was surprised, 
but proud that he stayed 
focused and kept pushing 
to reach his goals. He is get-
ting technically and funda-
mentally better with each 
match he wrestles. I’m just 
so proud of his accomplish-
ments in a sport he loves.”

When he is not work-
ing on his wrestling funda-
mentals and strengthening, 
Sammy enjoys fishing with 
his dad. When he has his 
schoolwork finished he en-
joys playing outside. He 
also plays baseball and foot-
ball. He also likes to go to 
Caney, Kans., to visit with 
his grandparents Laray 
and Aaron Brake. He loves 
exploring with his Uncles 
Chet and Cole. 

“I like pinning people, it 
is fun,” Sammy said. “I want 
to tell my brother thank you 
for helping me at home and 
my coaches and everyone 
who came and watched me.”

Sammy is the son of Bo 
and Lindsey Spotted Bear. 
He is one of seven children 
they share together. He is 
the paternal grandson of 
Jasper and LaVina Clark 
of Pawhuska. His mater-
nal grandparents are Mike 
and Kathy Moorehead of 
Newkirk, Okla. He is the 
great-grandson of Martha 
Spotted Bear and the late 
Fred Spotted Bear, and 
great-grandson of Velda 
and the late Robert Moore-
head.

Courtesy Photo

Sammy Spotted Bear holds up his wrestling bracket after he won 
this year’s OKWA Northwest Regionals. 

Rencountre loses Bellator fight
after jaw is broken in first round
Chalene Toehay-Tartsah
Osage News

The crowd in the WinStar 
World Casino was stirring as 
they waited for the next MMA 
fight to begin. Chance “Black 
Eagle” Rencountre stayed re-
laxed before his fight, knowing 
he was surrounded by friends 
and family from Osage County. 

 “I like to keep my mind 
off the fight until it’s closer 
to start time,” he said in his 
dressing room. He was fighting 
in his first professional Bella-
tor MMA fight, something he 
had wanted for a long time.

His fight was second in the 
lineup. As he walked out with 
his team behind him, they 
placed his banner on the cage 
and fans began to cheer. 

“I love the fact Osages come 
to support me, as well as other 
Oklahoma tribes,” he said.

Rencountre’s fight took place 
on March 4, inside the Win-
Star World Casino in Thacker-
ville, Okla. Rencountre signed 
to fight in the Bellator MMA 
circuit in January. Bellator, 
founded in 2008, is one of the 
best professional MMA cir-
cuits to fight in and it features 
“The Toughest Tournament in 
Sports,” which is a single-elim-
ination tournament. 

“I feel like there are several 
factors that go into it, like ded-
ication, hard work, sacrifice, 
my professional fight record, 
and having a large following 
of fans in Oklahoma and Kan-
sas,” he said. “That made me a 
good prospect for the Bellator 
promotion.” 

Daniel Banner, Rencoun-
tre’s coach, does all the re-
search on his upcoming fights. 
After watching films on his op-
ponent, they begin to work on 
his strategy for the fight. 

The beginning of the first 
round had Rencountre swinging 
at his opponent and delivering 
a couple of good hits to Justin 
Patterson. During a wrestling 
throw in the first round Ren-
countre felt a sharp pain and 
ringing in his ear. “I knew im-
mediately that something was 
wrong after a blow to my face.” 
He could feel the whole right 
side of his face had a tingling 
and numb feeling to it.

Despite the injury Ren-
countre continued on with his 
fight and went into his second 
round. The points for both op-
ponents were close, but Ren-
countre knew something was 
seriously wrong with his jaw 
from the first round. He con-
tinued on and kept his focus 
on the prize. 

Going into the third round, 
his coach assured him every-
thing was looking good but 
he needed more head move-
ment and faints. The fight was 
close in points and Rencountre 
wanted to take the fight to his 

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

Professional MMA fighter Chance “Black Eagle” Rencountre rests his arms on the cage after his fight against 
Justin Patterson March 4 at the WinStar World Casino in Thackerville, Okla.
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Professional MMA fighter Chance “Black Eagle” Rencountre fought in a 
Bellator match up March 4 at the WinStar World Casino in Thackerville, 
Okla.

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

Professional MMA fighter Chance “Black Eagle” Rencountre fought in a 
Bellator match up March 4 at the WinStar World Casino in Thackerville, 
Okla.

opponent. Even though he was 
in pain, Rencountre refused to 
quit and gave it his all.  

As the fight came to a close 
Rencountre lost by split deci-
sion. 

“I broke my jaw,” Rencoun-
tre said. Immediately follow-
ing the fight he went to the 
hospital and was examined. 
But, even with the injury Ren-
countre came back to the event 
center and thanked his fans 
for coming out to support him. 
Win or lose his fans were very 
proud of him. Doctors had ini-
tially wanted Rencountre to be 
out for the next six months be-
fore he could fight again. Ren-
countre said he would need for 
his jaw to heal fully in order to 
fight again which will probably 
be midsummer. 

Rencountre said everything 
was going so well for him in 
2016 and he would like for it to 
end better. “My mom wouldn’t 
want me to give up on my 
dream.” Rencountre’s mother 
Connie passed away just a few 
days after his fight in Thack-
erville. 

He loves the support he re-
ceives from his Native people. 
“It feels good every time I get 
to fight in Oklahoma because 
that’s where all of my family 
and friends are,” he said. “I 
would like to thank the Iowa 
Tribe of Oklahoma for believ-
ing in me and supporting me. 
I especially want to thank all 
of my family and friends that 
have supported me and helped 
me get to this point, and the 
Osage News for always follow-
ing my career.”

“The Iowa Tribe of Okla-
homa is very honored to have 
the opportunity to sponsor 
Chance,” said Iowa Tribal 
Chairman Bobby Walkup. 
“The Business Committee sees 
this as another way to support 
Indian Country, and we think 
that it’s a good thing for the 
Native youth to see what he’s 
doing. We are very happy and 
excited to watch his progress 
and be able to support him 
as his career is taking off. Go 
Black Eagle!”

spOrts
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Osage
Elders
S E R I E S

R
TARA MADDEN / OSAGE NEWS

P
aul Roy Sta-
bler was born 
June 17, 1935 
in Pawhuska, 
Okla., to Marga-

ret Red Eagle Iron and George 
Stabler. He is the grandson of 
Paul and Cecelia Red Eagle 
and Roy and Josephine Sta-
bler. He is 80 years old. 

He grew up in the Pawhus-
ka Indian Village with his 
parents and brother, Louis 
“Bitsy” Stabler. He attended 
Indian Camp School until 
the eighth grade and then at-
tended Pawhuska High School 
where he graduated at the age 
of 16. He was recruited by the 
University of Oklahoma to 
play football right out of high 
school. 

He transferred and finished 
his education at Northeast-
ern State University earning 
a business degree. He was a 
running back for the college. 

The Baltimore Colts, a pro-
fessional football team, re-
cruited him. However, after 
a car accident he was unable 
to play football again. He has 
been married to his wife Joyce 
for 60 years and together 
they have six children: Paula, 
Shauna, Paul II, Dawn Ma-
rie, James and Libby. They 
have 16 grandchildren and six 
great-grandchildren. They’ve 
lived in Tulsa for 50 years 
where he worked as a coach 
and taught business classes in 
the Tulsa Public School Sys-
tem. He also volunteered at 
the Byrd Junior High for five 
years. 

He worked for the City of 
Tulsa as the Director of the 
Tulsa Area Agency on Aging 
for 25 years until he retired. 
During his years with the city 
of Tulsa he received several 
awards including the Presi-
dent’s Distinguished Services 
to the Elderly award from the 
National Association of Area 
Agencies on Aging and the 
Lifetime Achievement award 
from the State of Oklahoma. 
He served on the 31st Osage 
Tribal Council for four years.

Osage News: What are 
some of the most important 
lessons you have learned in 
your life?

Paul Stabler: Just off hand 
I would say that being able 
to teach, would be one that 
I would consider important. 
Maybe not what exactly I have 
learned but have been able to 
teach in various areas as years 
have gone by. I have tried to 
encourage and use as much as 
possible the traditions I grew 
up with as well as the lan-
guage, and that has been one 
of my goals and thoughts in re-

cent years. Have I done enough 
teaching in that area, where I 
would like to see all our family 
to be able to understand and 
speak the words? That is what 
I consider important.

ON: What would you say are 
the major values or principles 
that you live by?

PS:  I consider it to be valu-
able and important in life to 
realize it‘s not what I got but 
what I gave to others through-
out my life. It is more impor-
tant to give then to receive. 

ON: How has the Osage Na-
tion evolved in your lifetime? 

PS:  I am seeing the side that 
I would not have been able to 
see if I had chosen another di-
rection in life. I have been able 
to work with the elderly as I 
did in my career and to look 
at the various Indian tribes; 
not just here in Oklahoma, not 
just the Osage but also other 
tribes. I was able to do that at 
a national level. I was able to 
see that side, what care and 
what is important and to do 
work on behalf of the elderly. 
That was the goal I set when 
I was a member of the Osage 
Tribal Council. I was able to 
push some legislation to help 
the tribal elders. 

ON: When were you on the 
Osage Council?

PS:   2002-2006 On the 31st 
Osage Tribal Council.  

ON: What are the differenc-
es in the In-Lon-Schka today 
versus your youth?  

PS: The most notable is the 
number of participants. The 
dancers and the songs, individ-
ual songs have all increased in 
numbers. I guess that is the 
main thing is the number of 
participants is most notable.    

ON: What District are you 
from? What is your Osage 
name and when did you start 
dancing at In-Lon-Schka? 

PS: Pawhuska,  Tho Xe Ki-
hekah- it means Buffalo Chief. 
I was probably four or five be-
fore I started school. 

ON: What is your favorite 
thing about the In-Lon-Schka 
and why?

PS:    Individual songs that 
they sing and the families that 
come together at that point. It 
is important to that family for 
that song, it is very significant 
and that is directly an Osage 
custom and I think that is the 
part I like the most – listening 
to those songs.

ON: What is your favorite 
Osage food?

PS: It has to be meatpies.
ON: Who are your heroes?
PS: I always admired partic-

See elder serIes
—Continued  on Page 19

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Paul Stabler at his home in 
Tulsa.

Courtesy Photo

ABOVE: Paul Stabler playing football for Pawhuska High School.
 

Courtesy Photo

RIGHT: A portrait of Paul Stabler in his Osage clothes outside the family 
home in the Pawhuska Indian Village.
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Osage culture

Osage Clans
Charles Red Corn
Osage News

Charles Red Corn

I have always been very proud of 
the Osage Clan Name I received as 
a child.  I, of course, do not remem-
ber the occasion because I was just 
reaching my first birthday.   

Several years ago I was having 
a conversation with a person who 
was gathering material for an aca-
demic paper she was writing for a 
class about Native Americans. The 
Native Americans she had chosen 
to write about were Osages.   

I told her that I had been given 
my Osage Clan name when I was a 
child. A well respected Osage Man 
had given me the name. My name 
is pronounced, Wa ni a tah. 

“What does it mean?” she asked.
I knew the translation of my 

name. I also knew that as simple 
it was at the time, that somehow 
the question of discussing my Clan 
name made me feel good.  

There was no question of how 
proud I am of my clan name, and in 
fact, I feel certain that people who 
take the time to ask are normally 
interested in learning more about 
Osages or Indians in general.   

I tend to think that a very im-
portant part of understanding 
more about Osages is having more 
knowledge of the Clan system. 
The Clans tend to explain a great 
deal of who we are, where we come 
from, and who we are, and it is a 
beautiful story that can explain a 
great deal about human nature in 
general.

The story of the Clans tells of a 
beginning for Osage People and a 
great story of wandering the earth. 
Learning about the many plants 
that the People found to be helpful 
to living on Earth. The story of the 
Clans tells the story of the other 
animals that walk the Earth and 
of how those animals adjust to the 
challenges of living on the Earth.  

The story of the Clans tells of 
how the Water and how mankind 
adjusted to Water just as other 
Animals adjust to water.

Story of the Clans explains how 
the Osages divided the People 
into three parts, with there being 

Earth People, Water People and Sky  

People.

All things are created by Wa 

ko’n ta. No Man has ever seen by  

Wa ko’n ta.

One of the many ways that those 

Osages of those early days of Osage 

existence acknowledged Wa ko’n ta 

was a daily Prayer that took place 

at Sun Rise, Noon and at Sunset.

Men and Woman and some Older 

Children would begin each day with 

a Prayer. They would rise up face 

East and would offer the Prayer. 

The Prayer would cover what it 

was that the Osage delivering the 

Prayer felt a need to request of Wa 

ko’n ta.  

–––––––––

About the author: Charles H. Red 

Corn, Osage, is the author of “A Pipe for 

February” and various other published 

works. Red Corn received his B.A. in 

Psychology and his Masters of Educa-

tion Administration from Penn State. 

He is a veteran of the U.S. Army and 

resides with his wife Jeri in Norman, 

Okla. He is the Osage News culture col-

umnist.

dreaMstarter
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ABSENTEE BALLOT
Request Deadline

May 2, 2016
u Forms must be received in our office by the close of business at 4:30 p.m.

u Make sure you submit a clear copy of your government issued photo ID.

  EXAMPLES: Driver’s License, Passport, Military ID, Tribal Photo ID, etc.

u Permanent Absentee Voters do NOT have to submit new forms.

u Please call the Election Office to verify if you are a Permanent Absentee 
Voter.

u Make sure your Absentee Ballot mailing address is current.

u Please submit a new form if you did not mark the Permanent Absentee 
Voter option on the form you submitted in the last election year.

OSAGE NATION ELECTION OFFICE
Toll Free: (877) 560-5286 u Phone: (918) 287-5286

E-mail: electionoffice@osagenation-nsn.gov

Fax: (918) 287-5292

Physical Address: 608 Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 928, Pawhuska, OK 74056

Website: osagenation-nsn.gov/what-we-do/elections

Mills reached his dreams over fifty 
years ago when he became an Olym-
pic gold medalist. He won the 10,000 
meter run at the 1964 Tokyo Olympics 
and became the only person from the 
Western hemisphere to win the gold 
medal in the event.

According to indianyouth.org, Mills 
started the Running Strong for Ameri-
can Indian Youth Organization be-
cause he wants the Native youth of 
today to create stronger communities 
and to overcome poverty by reaching 

their dreams to better themselves and 
their families.

Smith will travel to Washington, 
D.C. for a week in April where she and 
her mother will attend the Dream-
starter Academy. They will both at-
tend workshops and be trained for 
public speaking as well as develop 
leadership skills in forming a network-
ing opportunity with the other young 
leaders.

For more Information on Dance 
Maker Performing Arts Acad-
emy call (918) 704-4668 or visit  
www.dancemaker.net.

Texas Osage Association 
meetings scheduled for 
April 17, May 21-22
Osage News

Dates have been set for the Spring 
Texas Osage Association meetings. 
The South Texas meeting will be in 
San Antonio on April 17 at 1 p.m. at 
the Tobin Branch Library at Oak-
well. The address is 4134 Harry 
Wurzbach, San Antonio 78209.

A second meeting will be the DFW 
meeting on May 21 at 1:30 p.m. It 
will be held at the Mellow Mush-
room restaurant, 3455 Blue Bonnet 
Circle Ft Worth, TX 76109. The as-
sociation will also have a meeting in 
the Houston area on May 22 at 1:30 
p.m. The meeting will be held at 

Osage Nation member Kelly Mur-
phy’s home located at 18160 Trails 
End Road, Conroe, TX 77385.

All Osages are invited to attend 
any and all of these meetings. All 
candidates for Osage Congress 
are invited to speak and answer 
questions from the attendees. Ac-
cording to a prepared release, the 
association will discuss the cur-
rent problems with the Mineral Es-
tate and brainstorm about possible 
solutions. For more information 
email, call, or message Jim Ryan 
on Facebook if you plan to attend. 
Call (210) 825-6747 or email to  
jimr812@peoplepc.com. 
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APRIL 

April 7 
Half – Pint Academy
Hosted by Communi-
ties of Excellence  
Every Wednesday 
Osage County Health 
Department 
1115 E. 15th St. 
Pawhuska, Oklahoma
For more information 
contact (918) 287-5267

April 9 
Grayhorse Spring Dance 
Grayhorse Arbor 
2 p.m. to 10 p.m. 

April 9 
USAO Spring Powwow 
USAO Fieldhouse 
Chickasha, Oklahoma 
For more information 
contact (405) 535-2943

April 12-14
9th Annual Preparing  
for the 7th Generation  
Conference
Double Tree by Hilton, 
Warren Place, 6110 S. 
Yale Ave, Tulsa, OK
Registration is free

April 17
Texas Osage Association
Tobin Branch Library  
at Oakwell
4134 Harry Wurzbach, 
San Antonio TX 78209
1 p.m.

April 23 
United Osages of Southern 
California Spring Meeting
Carlsbad Senior Center 
799 Pine Ave. 
Carlsbad, California 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
For more information 
contact (760) 802-7591 or 
socal.osages@gmail.com 

April 25-29 
4th Annual Heritage  
Sites Visit
Office of Historic 
Preservation
Blanchard Springs Cav-
erns, Arkansas River 
Valley rock art and more!
Bus, meals and lodg-
ing provided for 20 
Osage constituents, 18 
years of age and older 
Call (918) 287-5328 for 
more information

April 30
Osage News  
Congressional Debates
Skiatook Osage Casinos
1 p.m.-5 p.m.
Event will be catered
Please submit questions  
for candidates to 
osagenews@osa-
genation-nsn.gov

April 30 
Beekeeping Fundamentals  
Class 

Osage Nation  
Communities of 
Excellence 
220 West Main 
Pawhuska, Oklahoma 
10 a.m. 
For more information 
contact (918) 287-5267

April 30 
Osage Nation JOM 
Youth Powwow 
Hominy High School Gym 
2 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
For more information 
contact (918) 381-1997

MAY 

May 7 
Grayhorse War Mothers 
Annual Soldier Dance 
Flag Raising at 1:30 p.m. 
More information 
to be announced.

May 14 
Run For The Health Of It 
Color Run/Walk and 
Amazing Family Race 
Ben Johnson  
Cultural Park 
6th and Lynn 
Pawhuska, Oklahoma 
Pre-registration begins 
from 7 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

May 14
Northern California 
Osage Spring Meeting 
Herman Sons Hall 
Petaluma, California 
9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.
More information con-
tact osages@northern-
californiaosage.org

May 16 
4th Annual Charity 
Golf Tournament 
Tulsa Country Club 
For more information  
contact Bill Webb at 
(214) 205-7495

May 21
Texas Osage Association
Mellow Mushroom 
Restaurant
3455 Blue Bonnet Circle 
Ft Worth, TX 76109
1:30 p.m.

May 22
Texas Osage Association
Home of Kelly Murphy
18160 Trails End Road 
Conroe, TX 77385
1:30 p.m. 

May 22 
Osage Tribal Princess 
Sorority Honor Dance 
Osage County  
Fairgrounds Ag Building 
Pawhuska, Oklahoma 
More information TBA

May 30 
Observed Holiday 
Memorial Day 
Offices Closed 

JUNE 

June 2-5 
Grayhorse In-Lon-Schka

June 6
Election Day

Osage Campus

Congressional Election 

for six seats on Fifth 

Osage Nation Congress

June 23-26
Pawhuska In-Lon-Schka

JULY 

July 4
Observed Holiday 
Independence Day 

Offices Closed 

AUGUST 

August 1-6 
American Indian 
Exposition 

Caddo County 

Fairgrounds 

Anadarko, Oklahoma 

More information TBA 

SEPTEMBER 

September 5
Observed Holiday 
Labor Day 

Offices Closed 

OCTOBER 

October 10 
Observed Holiday 
Osage Day 

Offices Closed  

NOVEMBER  

November 11
Observed Holiday 
Veterans Day 

Offices Closed 

November 24-25
Observed Holiday 
Thanksgiving Holiday 

Offices Closed 

DECEMBER 

December 23-26
Observed Holiday 
Christmas Holiday 

Offices Closed 

December 30 
New Year’s Eve 

Offices Close at Noon 

Have an event? Send event 
information to the Osage News, 
Attn.: Shannon Shaw, 619 Ki-
hekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056; 
email sshaw@osagenews.org, 
or fax to (918) 287-5563. Make 
sure to include event date, loca-
tion, email and Web address (if 
applicable) and a phone number 
where someone can be contact-
ed for validation if necessary. 
Deadline for the May 2016 issue 
is April 18, 2016.

Save the Date!
–Local Events Calendar

jOnes
–from Page 8
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Congratulations!
James Ryder Race was born 

to Joe and Elizabeth Race on 
Sunday the 28th of February 
2016 at 4:14 p.m. He weighed 
8lbs and 11oz and was 20 1/2 
inches tall. Genevieve is a 
proud and protective sister.

James Ryder Race

TU researching risk factors 
of chronic pain development 
in Native Americans
Shreela Palit, M.A.
Doctoral Student, Clinical Psychology, The University of Tulsa

When pain persists, it can be-
come chronic and debilitating. 
Research is essential for iden-
tifying risk factors associated 
with the development of chronic 
pain. In the U.S., Native Amer-
icans have some of the highest 
rates of chronic pain, making it 
crucial to study pain processing 
in this group. A study is cur-
rently being conducted at The 
University of Tulsa to address 
this pain disparity.

Several years ago, Drs. Ja-
mie Rhudy and Joanna Shadlow, clinical psychologists at TU, 
became interested in studying pain processing in Native Ameri-
cans after becoming aware that no one knew why this pain 
disparity existed. Their laboratory then conducted a study to ad-
dress this issue.

“We developed a small study, with 22 Native Americans and 
20 Caucasians,” said Rhudy. “We were surprised to find that Na-
tive Americans had lower pain sensitivity. This was opposite of 
what we predicted, as higher pain sensitivity typically leads to 
chronic pain risk. This suggested the mechanisms contributing 
to chronic pain in Native Americans may be different and could 
impact pain treatment in this group.”

The National Institutes of Health took an interest in this proj-
ect and is funding the comprehensive study to continue the in-
vestigation. Recruitment began in March 2014 and the study is 
funded for four years.  

To participate, individuals must be at least 18, healthy, and 
pain-free and are screened over the phone to make certain they 
are qualified to participate.

The study involves two testing days. Each day can last from 4 
to 6 hours. Those who complete both testing days will receive a 
$200 honorarium, whereas those who complete only one day will 
receive $100.

The researchers are also doing what they can to recruit par-
ticipants from outside Tulsa.

“Mileage reimbursement is available for those coming from 
far away,” said Shadlow. “For people driving more than 75 miles, 
we can provide a hotel room to stay overnight so they can be 
tested for two consecutive days.”

Each day consists of several safe, non-invasive tests, includ-
ing some that involve heat, cold water, electrical stimuli, and 
pressure. In addition to reactions to pain tasks, the researchers 
are looking at a number of other variables that might contrib-
ute to chronic pain risk, including coping style, sleep quality, 
physical activity, stressful experiences, and cultural affiliation.  
Additionally, brief follow-up assessments are conducted every 6 
months over the phone to see if participants have started to de-
velop chronic pain.

Rhudy said by conducting these tests and the ongoing assess-
ments they hope to identify the risk factors for chronic pain de-
velopment.

“The goal is to identify risk factors for chronic pain in Na-
tive individuals. We want to see what factors are unique to this 
group and which ones predict the onset of chronic pain so we can 
then create interventions to prevent or reverse the development 
of chronic pain based on our findings,” he said.

Ultimately, with these tests and the outcome of this study, the 
researchers hope to help Native Americans who have high risk 
for, or who live with, chronic pain.

Interested participants are encouraged to call the researchers 
at (918) 631-3565 or (918) 631-2175.

Shreela Palit, M.A.

Congratulations!
D & P Tank Service, Inc. was named the March Business Part-

ner of the Month by the Ponca City Business Council. Present-
ing the award was Stephanie Austin, Chair of the Ponca City 
Business Council, to George Pease, President. Also shown from 
D & P Tank Service, Inc. are Brad Irons, Todd Gibson and Mark 
Paslay. From the committee are Kerri Bowman and Molly Kyler.

• Develop and disseminate to 
the public and prospective 
technology partners infor-
mation about tribal re-
sources and opportunities.

• Share information, trans-
fer lessons-learned, and 
inform and be informed on 
current policy, procedures, 
and industry partnership 
mechanisms. Discussion of 
policy concerns are encour-
aged with recommendations 
and/or comments forwarded 
to the director of the Of-
fice of Indian Energy.

Participating tribes in ICEI-
WG are the Blue Lake Ran-
cheria, Confederated Tribes 
of the Warm Springs Reserva-
tion of Oregon, Ewiiaapaayp 
Band of Kumeyaay Indians, 
Gila River Indian Community, 
Ho-Chunk Nation, Mississippi 
Band of Choctaw Indians, Pas-
samaquoddy Tribe of Indian 
Township, Seminole Tribe of 
Florida, Sisseton Wahpeton 
Oyate Tribe, Three Affiliated 
Tribes, and the Yurok Tribe. 
New members this year in-
clude the Osage Nation, Cen-
tral Council of Tlingit and 
Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska, 
Cherokee Nation, Seneca Na-
tion and the Association of Vil-
lage Council Presidents.

This year’s conference is set for September 18-20 in New 
Orleans. Selected interns will need to arrive in New Or-
leans on Saturday, Sept. 17 and attend a mandatory 3 p.m. 
staff meeting. The internship ends Wednesday, Sept. 21 at 
Noon.

The NAJA Student Project is an intense five-day jour-
nalism boot camp that culminates with a yearlong post-
conference mentorship for all fellows and 3 college credit 
hours, thanks to a partnership with the University of Mon-
tana. 

All three Osages selected for the NAJA Student Projects 
will be invited to freelance and intern for the Osage News. 

For more information on applying for the NAJA Stu-
dent Projects and attending the EIJ Conference, visit 
www.spj.org/eijnews.asp.
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Murray
–from Page 5

down of all the fellowships and 
creative writing workshops, 
classes you’ve participated in 
or given?

RHM: I’ve attended Tin-
house Summer Writers Work-
shop in Portland and the Palm 
Beach Poetry Festival among 
others. 

I started MFA study at 
Warren Wilson College. I’m 
completing an MFA in Fic-
tion/Creative Nonfiction at the 
Institute of American Indian 
Arts in Santa Fe and  expect to 
graduate in May, 2017. 

I enjoy offering creative 
writing workshops to groups 
as varied as the Osage Na-
tion’s PRT chemical depen-
dency center, the professional 
writers at the Port Townsend 
Writers’ Workshop and my 
small community along the 
Columbia River. 

I’ve been awarded fellow-
ships at the Virginia Center 
for the Creative Arts, Island 
Institute in Sitka, AK, Jen-
tel and Brush Creek in WY, 
and Hypatia-in-the-Woods in 
Washington, as well as mul-
tiple residencies at Playa in 
remote eastern Oregon. 

I’m a Voices of Our Nation 
Arts Foundation (VONA) fel-
low, and I’m currently a fellow 
at Jack Straw Arts Cultural 
Center in Seattle. I’ll be giving 
readings with other fellows 
in a group curated by Karen 
Finneyfrock (http://www.jack-
straw.org), beginning May 6 
and May 20, at 7 p.m. at Jack 
Straw Cultural Center in Se-
attle. 

ON: Lastly, is there any-
thing else you would like to 
include? 

RHM: One of the most re-
warding moments in my writ-
ing life happened at a naming 
in Grayhorse. We were having 
dinner and a friend introduced 
me as a poet to his teenage 
daughter. I identify more as a 
prose writer than a poet, but 
a number of Osages know me 
as a poet, because I first read 
poetry on the reservation at 
Louis Gray’s Osage Writers’ 
Summit in 2009. This young 
lady said she wanted to be a 
poet when she grew up, that 
she had a notebook and was 
writing poems. When I told 
her she already was a poet, she 
looked surprised and pleased. 

The writing workshops I’ve 
offered at the Northern Cali-
fornia Osage meetings have 
been a way to have conver-
sations with Osages about 
things that matter. It can be 
lonely living far from the res-
ervation. It’s a gift to be able to 
visit with other Osages in be-
tween trips home. One of the 
best workshops I’ve given fo-
cused on mapping places that 
are significant to us. Principal 
Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear 
and Adeline Choi of Gray-
horse both described rich early  
memories. 

Employment Program 
for Seniors available
Osage News

Grand Gateway Economic 
Development Association’s Se-
nior Community Service Em-
ployment Program (SCSEP) is 
now enrolling eligible persons 
in Osage County. SCSEP is a 
paid training program for indi-
viduals 55 and older who are 
economically disadvantaged, 
long term unemployed, and 
wanting to re-enter the work-
force.

Eligible persons are as-
signed to local public and 
non-profit organizations 20-25 
hours per week and are paid 
a training wage of $7.25 per 
hour while preparing for and 
seeking permanent employ-
ment. The goal of this program 
is to help those 55 and older 
get back into the workforce 
by updating skills and provid-
ing services that will assist in 

See senIOrs
—Continued  on Page 22
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elder serIes
–from Page 11

ularly football players on a na-
tional scale. If I were to choose 
one I had heard about, I would 
choose Jim Thorpe. He was an 
Indian and I have always ad-
mired him for as long as I can 
remember I have heard that 
name. I have read as much as 
I could when I had the oppor-
tunity to read about him. He 
became an idol of mine. That’s 
something I would have maybe 
achieved myself.     

ON: What was the happiest 
moment of your life?

PS:   When I was in school 
in Pawhuska as I was partici-
pating in sports, particularly 
football, by the time I gradu-
ated. I admired the Univer-
sity of Oklahoma football, I 
guess when they came down to 
Pawhuska to recruit me. That 
began it all I guess, it began to 
take shape back then and at 
that point it was a high point 
and I was able to achieve that 
much – where they came to re-
cruit me and that was a good 
feeling. 

ON: What are you most 
proud of?

PS: The family. We had six 
children and many grandchil-
dren and we have been given a 
lot of years to spend with them 
and being able to see them as 
often as possible, to spend time 
with them. That has been the 
highlight of our life I guess, 
seeing them raise up and be-
come parents themselves and 
have grandchildren, who be-
came our grandchildren. That 
was a good part. 

ON: What is your earliest 
memory?

PS: Growing up in Indian 
Camp I guess would be the 
main thing and being able to 
look back on who was there 
and growing up and playing 
with the kids that lived there. 

ON: Who or what did you 
love the most?

PS: First of all it would be 
my family, second would be 
the family that we came from. 
My parents and then I can re-
call some of those people like 
grandparents that I had grow-
ing up. They died when I was 
very young but I can remem-
ber seeing them to this day, I 
can. 

ON: How would you like to 
be remembered?

PS:  I would like people to 
think that I gave more than  
I got. 

Courtesy Photo

Paul Stabler age 10 school photo 
from Indian Camp School.

Courtesy Photo

A baby photo of Paul Stabler, 
around the age of 1.



Fi Davis announces 
his candidacy for 
the Fifth Osage  
Nation Congress
By Fi Davis

Ha-wey Dah-heh Wah-zha-
zhi Ni-Kah-zhi.

Hello, Osage Nation! Let me 
introduce myself.  My name is 
Fidelis Cole Davis, AH-kah-hu. 
My mother was Martha Ruth 
Oberly Davis, maternal grand-
parents were Alfred Oberly 
and Beulah Cole Oberly Jack-
son. I am the great grandson of 
John Oberly, principle chief in 
the early 50’s.  

Presently I am the Direc-
tor of your Food Distribution 
Program serving low income 
Native American households a 
nutritious food package. 

In 1971 I graduated high 
school as a Hominy Buck. I re-
ceived an Associate of Applied 
Science degree at Haskell In-
dian Junior College; it has 
opened doors in many dif-
ferent vocations. In 1975 my 
tribal career began as a staff 
accounting clerk and counselor 
for the CETA Program. That 
led to assistant Director for 
Mary Jo Webb on the Admin-
istration for Native Americans 
program that in 1977 produced 
a 25 year Economic Develop-
ment Plan for the Osage Trib-
al Council and the Principal 
Chief, Sylvester Tinker. 

After several years with Mc-
Donnell Douglas Tulsa and in 
the oilfield my career was tak-
en on the road to many states 
in the Nuclear Energy field.  
For seven years throughout 
the Eastern United States I 
contracted at various Nucle-
ar Power plants as a Health 
Physics technician during 
outages for refueling the re-
actors.  As a Senior Health 
Physics technician at facilities 
regulated by the US Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission, many 
volumes of regulations guided 
and directed workers to per-
form safely and effectively ac-
cording to health physics work 
permits. My experience led me 
to writing the radiation work 
permits with the priority for 
worker exposure to radiation 
and contamination as low as 
reasonably achievable. 

The road led home in 1994, 
back to tribal government as a 
grant writer.  I completed, sub-
mitted and negotiated various 
grants in the areas of housing, 
language, employment and 
community development with 
various federal agencies. As a 
grant writer some negotiation 
is necessary at times

Twenty-two years’ experi-
ence as a director in addition 
to the five years in the 70’s has 
created great pride for myself 
and the part I have had in the 
evolution of this tribe.  Many 
opportunities to tap into the 
skills and abilities that come 
with experience have been pre-
sented throughout my career. 

Currently, tribally I serve 
on the Employment Protec-
tion Council.  I have served on 
the Board of Directors for the 
National Association of Food 
Distribution Programs & the 
Oklahoma New Mexico Food 
Action for Tribes (ONFACT).  
I have been elected two terms 
on the Hominy Public Schools 
Board of Education, and am on 
my second term of the Board of 

Directors of the Golden Eagle 
Federal Credit Union.  

Culturally, I have served 
on the Zon-Zo-Lin committee 
as the West Side Wah-nah-zi, 
Whipman .  I have held several 
head staff positions for pow-
wows in the area. 

We have so much going 
for us in the Osage Nation so 
many blessings and advan-
tages.  But we need solutions 
to meet today’s challenges so 
we can build an economy that 
works in your favor and is good 
for the entire Osage Nation. I 
hereby ask for your vote in this 
election for the fifth Osage Na-
tion Congress. Weh-wi-nah

Shannon Edwards 
announces her  
candidacy for the 
Fifth Osage Nation 
Congress
Shannon Edwards

Promises Kept, Hope for the 
Future

I have been your Congress-
woman for almost 10 years. 
Four years ago, I promised to:

• Secure Full Funding for 
Osage Higher Education  
Scholarships

• Expand the Health Benefit  
for Osage Elders

• Facilitate Land Acquisition

• Encourage Osage Prefer-
ence in Contracting

• Continue to Streamline  
Osage Government  
Processes

Promise Kept: Fully-Fund 
Higher Education Scholar-
ships. Today, Osage students 
receive over $8 million dollars 
annually towards the pursuit 
of their dream of a college de-
gree. These Osage students 
have Hope for the Future, and 
are demonstrating it through 
their hard work. 

I have worked to streamline 
and improve administration 
processes for scholarship re-
cipients, so that their monies 
are received on time, and at 
a lower administrative cost 
to the Nation. My immedi-
ate goals are to secure fund-
ing every April for the coming 
academic year, and ensure 
that there are sufficient funds 
to benefit Osages for years to 
come.

Promise Kept: Expand 
Health Benefit for Elders. I 
created the legislation that of-
fered Osage Elders the option 
to elect Medicare Supplement 
Coverage instead of the stan-
dard Health Benefit. Over 400 
Osage elders have signed up. 
These elders have Hope for the 
Future, as they want to stay 
healthy for their loved ones. 

I am sponsoring legislation 
that increases the benefit to 
$1000 for elders who elect not 
to receive Medicare Supple-
ment Coverage. Everyone 
knows that health care servic-
es and prescriptions are more 
of a burden for our elders and 
this prioritized benefit will fur-
ther help to ease this burden. 

Promise Kept: Facilitate 
Land Acquisition. I sponsored 
legislation to create Osage 
Land Enterprise, LLC to hold, 
lease and manage our Nation’s 
land base and our Hope for the 
Future. We revere the land of 

the Osage. With the purchase 
of the Turner Ranch, our Na-
tion’s future is now literally 
tied to the land. However, 
there is no official government 
charts showing what proper-
ties the Osage Nation owns, 
how it is managed, who man-
ages it, and an accounting for 
the dollars these properties 
generate or take. 

I am pushing for the Nation 
to complete a study of the Na-
tion’s land holdings, including 
costs and expenses, and I am 
dedicated to making it happen.   
We need to use Osage Land 
Enterprises, LLC to help track 
and manage our land holdings. 

Promise Kept: Encourage 
Osage Preference in Contract-
ing. As our Nation grows, the 
need for quality contractors 
increases with it. Osage pro-
fessionals and Osage-owned 
businesses have Hope for the 
Future, and want to partici-
pate in the prosperity of their 
people. 

I promoted legislation re-
quiring Osage preference in 
contracting. The Tax Commis-
sion now tracks Osage-licensed 
businesses and provides this 
information to the Procure-
ment Office, connecting Osage 
businesses with the Osage 
Nation. I promise to work to 
streamline these processes 
even more.  

We All Have Hope for the 
Future. We need to diversify 
our economy, improve our 
gaming facilities, nurture and 
protect our culture, and find 
the right size for government 
while providing the services 
to our people promised in the 
Osage Constitution. Thank 
you for the opportunity to 
serve 4 more years as your se-
nior Congresswoman.  

Hank Hainzinger 
files his candidacy 
for the Fifth Osage 
Nation Congress
By Hank Hainzinger

I want to thank my friends, 
family, and supporters for 
their confidence and encour-
agement as I announce my 
candidacy for the Osage Na-
tion Congress. It is energizing 
that we, again, have the op-
portunity to choose officials to 
represent our beliefs and val-
ues. Four years ago during the 
ON Congress debates, I was 
asked the question “Do you 
feel it’s important for the Na-
tion to buy back Osage original 
reservation lands”? My answer 
was simple; I said I wanted to 
see Osages own Osage land. 
I added, “I’d rather see an 
Osage own our land than some 
guy that lives in Hollywood”. I 
don’t think anyone would have 
believed that 4 short years lat-
er we WOULD own that “guy 
from Hollywood’s” ranch.  This 
goes to show some of the long 
term planning and decision 
making our leaders have been 
doing. We have some innova-
tive thinkers that serve us in 
Congress. We have lawyers, 
doctors, businessmen, accoun-
tants, but we don’t have anyone 
who has spent their lifetime in 
ranching and agriculture. I am 
the 4th generation in my fam-
ily to make a living from our 
original allotment of land. In 
the past 20 years my wife and 
I have doubled our land and 

we continue to work to add to 
it. When I talk about how im-
portant it is for Osages to own 
Osage land, it’s because I live 
it. It doesn’t matter if you live 
in Osage county, or California, 
or Texas, or wherever. Osage 
county is OUR land. The old 
saying goes, “they won’t make 
any more land”. This is liter-
ally the foundation for our 
future. Fifty years from now, 
who knows if there will be ca-
sinos or oil, but I promise you 
there will be land. I believe 
that my 30 plus years of ex-
perience in ranching, cattle, 
and agriculture along with my 
work ethic and common sense 
give me a unique perspective 
that is needed now more than 
ever at the congressional level.

I attended Northwestern 
Oklahoma State University 
and earned a Bachelor’s de-
gree in Ag Business. My par-
ents are Henry and Ora Lee 
(Colby) Hainzinger. My wife of 
20 years, Sara, is a Licensed 
Professional Counselor and 
works in Osage county at Ed-
win Fair Community Mental 
Health Center. We have 3 chil-
dren (H.L. is 13, Mary Lee is 
14, and Sadie is 18). 

My priorities are providing 
education and opportunities to 
ALL our youth. Taking care of 
the elderly and providing them 
the ability to live out their 
years with dignity. I would 
like to continue to explore new 
sources of revenue to increase 
funding to programs such as 
the medical reimbursement 
card that benefits everyone, 
no matter where you live. 
And I would like to see “Osage 
lands in Osage hands”. Want 
to know more about me? Ask 
your friends and neighbors. 
They will tell you I am a good 
natured family man with in-
tegrity and common sense. I 
work hard and can get along 
with anyone. We are fortunate 
to have such a diverse and tal-
ented group of Osage candi-
dates.  I encourage all Osages 
to FULLY utilize your voting 
privilege and choose whoever 
you feel are the best 6 candi-
dates to represent your beliefs. 
Thank you for your support.

W. Jacque Jones  
announces her  
candidacy for the 
Fifth Osage Nation 
Congress
By W. Jacque Jones

A soldier named Robert 
Braden-Powell once said, “If 
you make listening and obser-
vation your occupation you will 
gain much more than you can 
by talk”. Having worked elev-
en years at the Osage Nation.  
From 2007-2016 I have served 
as the Director of Constituent 
Services…listening to needs 
and observing resources we 
have to offer. I am a relative to 
the constituent and a listening 
ear to the need of our people. I 
have experienced many gener-
ations of constituents seeking 
assistance through the Osage 
Nation. I have proficient 
knowledge of resources we 
have to offer Osages members 
and resources we do not pos-
sess yet. It is my hope to have 
a place on our Osage Congress 
to highlight the needs of our 

people; it’s time for your voice 
to be heard!

One resource we have ac-
quired is our Health Benefit. 
While the benefit is helpful 
to our people, I have observed 
the need for improvement. I 
propose an increase and al-
low a family member to donate 
their benefit to an Osage fam-
ily member within the same 
household should medical 
needs arise.  

I have taken the time to 
review the Osage Nation 25-
Year Vision & Strategic Plan. 
Capturing “Priorities and Ini-
tiatives as Ranked Osage Con-
stituents”. Initiatives include 
supporting the clean up and 
beautification of reservation, 
towns and countryside. Sup-
porting the restoration of old 
buildings and sidewalks on the 
reservation. I have recently 
met with a project manager 
who applied for a half-million 
dollar grant to beautify our 
community and tie the Osage 
and surrounding communi-
ties together on this project.  
Collaboration will satisfy the 
priorities mentioned, it will 
also lay a foundation for the 
seventh priority listed in the 
25 Year Strategic Plan to sup-
port, enhance and develop 
more cultural tourism activi-
ties for reservation visitors. 
Architecture engineering is at 
an all-time Osage height with 
the new Welcome Center and 
Law buildings; we continue to 
have a vision and dream big.  

The fifth priority is to de-
velop a tribal financial insti-
tution.  It is my intention, if 
elected to assist our people to 
take back ownership of our fi-
nances; history has proven our 
finances have made us vulner-
able. I propose we invest in 
the purchase and chartering 
a Credit Union where Osages 
can be members; a credit union 
can improve the quality of life 
for members through financial 
literacy and democracy.  

Through efforts of Chief 
Standing Bear, Osage employ-
ees are up to 47%.  I believe in 
our Chief and Assistant Chief 
and I can see they are on the 
right track. We can do better! 
It is time for more Osages to 
be employed with our Nation.  
The language and cultural as-
pects of our dream-building 
have begun to take on a new 
elevation; we need to keep 
reaching goals by building bet-
ter facilities and finding and 
cultivating more Osage speak-
ing teachers.

I  vow if elected, to continue 
to be the listener and leader I 
have always been and remem-
ber to Vote W. Jacque Jones 
Osage Nation Congress

Brandy Lemon  
announces her  
candidacy for the 
Fifth Osage Nation 
Congress
By Brandy Lemon

Ha.we, my name is Me Hun-
ka, Brandy Lemon and I am 
humbled and honored to an-
nounce my candidacy for the 
2016 Osage Nation Congress. 
After great consideration and 
consultation with elders and 
family, the prospect of serving 
my fellow Osage people with 
caring, fairness, and efficiency 
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has led me to submit my in-
tent and ask for your support 
in this remarkable endeavor.  

Growing up in the Grey-
horse district on the land that 
was allotted to my grandmoth-
er, Josephine Butler Tallchief, 
cultivated such a love of my 
family trust that I now am 
raising my own three wonder-
ful children with my husband 
there, utilizing our ancestral 
property, raising livestock. My 
children have had this love and 
hard work instilled in them as 
well through our practices in 
animal husbandry and work-
ing the land. 

The lessons of my upbring-
ing have propelled and pre-
pared me to take on some 
incredible experiences includ-
ing being a recipient of the 
Gates Millennium Scholarship 
in 1999, becoming a registered 
nurse, working for the past 
nine years as the Director of 
Nursing at a non profit Feder-
ally Qualified Health Center 
that provides health care to 
our community regardless of 
the ability to pay, and volun-
teering as a coach and other 
community involvement. 

I feel passionate about pro-
tecting and improving our 
Osage sovereignty through 
cultural practice and our 
language programs. Car-
ing deeply for communica-
tion, I know that along with 
strong leadership, the Osage 
people can accomplish inno-
vative and magnificent feats 
together. I intend to seek the 
counsel of my fellow Osages 
as we tackle the problems of 
economic development. In the 
improvement of the health of 
our people and the education 
of our young we must strive for 
excellence. 

I am from a family of lead-
ers and I plan to utilize the 
special qualities that can orga-
nize, cultivate and nurture the 
greatness of our people. My 

grandfather, John Tallchief, 
served on the Osage Tribal 
Council for many years and 
my uncle George Tallchief 
served as chief. My parents are 
Cecelia Tallchief of Greyhorse 
who served on the first Osage 
National Council, and Wayne 
Lemon of Pawhuska. 

I am emphatic in my love 
of the Osage people and our 
unique and excellent culture 
having been raised dancing 
under the arbor at Greyhorse 
and raising my children the 
same way, while I now am 
the head cook for the Cecelia 
Tallchief family camp. I will be 
humbled and dignified by your 
vote of confidence on June 6th. 

For more information please 
feel free to visit my Facebook 
campaign page at fb.com/
BrandyLemonForCongress 
and take a survey that will 
give me invaluable feedback 
that will ensure a successful 
union of our talents. 

Thank you so much for your 
consideration.

John F. Maker  
announces his  
candidacy for the 
Fifth Osage Nation 
Congress
By John F. Maker

I am John F. Maker, and I 
am running for re-election for 
the 5th Osage Nation Con-
gress. I ask for your vote.

I was born in Tulsa, Okla-
homa, and have lived in Hom-
iny, Oklahoma, for most of 
my life. My great-grandfather 
was Tah-Hah-Ga-He, which 
means Deer Horn Maker. My 
grandfather was Ross Maker, 
and my parents were the late 
Lloyd Maker and the beautiful 
Virginia (Harding) Maker. I 

am 3/4 Osage, a member of the 
Deer Clan, and I belong to the 
Zon-Zo-Li district.

After graduating from Hom-
iny High school, I attended 
Haskell University. I am a vet-
eran of the U.S. Army, and I 
was selected to go to the U.S. 
Army instructor school at Ft. 
Benning, Georgia. Then, I was 
assigned a two-year overseas 
tour in Germany. After serv-
ing overseas, I completed my 
military service at Ft. Hood, 
Texas. I came home and at-
tended Bacone College where I 
received an associate degree in 
Native American Studies. Cur-
rently, I am working towards a 
business degree.

Today, powerful forces are 
challenging our world and our 
Sovereignty. Wind turbines, 
water rights, and outside busi-
ness expansions are just a few. 
Following are some examples 
of how I have been represent-
ing you: 

Hominy was having some 
problems with their drink-
ing water. Fearing a potential 
health crisis and water con-
tamination I worked hard with 
the officials at the Hominy Wa-
ter Treatment Facility to cor-
rect this problem. I presented 
ONCA 14-12 for a $75,000 
one-time contribution to the 
City of Hominy for water treat-
ment improvements. This bill 
passed.

Eagles love our sacred 
Osage land; unfortunately, 
unenlightened people want to 
harm them. I presented ONCA 
15-30, the Osage Nation Eagle 
Protection Act, so that ea-
gles could not be taken (shot, 
killed, trapped, transported, 
and more) within the jurisdic-
tion of the Osage Nation. This 
bill passed.

Our Osage ways are im-
portant to us, and we look to 
our ancestors for guidance, 
strength, and wisdom. Unfor-
tunately, many of our families 
had been unable to visit or 
care for the graves of their an-
cestors because the land they 
were buried on was no longer 
Osage land. In my heart, I 
knew this was not right. I pre-
sented ONCA 15-75 to protect 
these graves and allow the 
families to visit them. This bill 
passed.

There are those people, 
companies, and governmental 
agencies who would take away 
what we value as a nation. Re-
elect me as your congressman, 
and I will create the legislation 
that will keep you and your in-

terests safe. Let’s create new 
job opportunities. Let’s diver-
sify our economic network. 
Let’s create a financial institu-
tion. Let’s protect our Sover-
eignty. Let’s set congressional 
term limits. Let’s protect our 
Osage language, culture, and 
minerals estate. 

Moreover, I will continue to 
support the benefits for health-
care and education, and I will 
seek out and support future 
opportunities that will benefit 
the Osage people in all parts of 
the country.

For daily social media up-
dates, follow me on Facebook 
at fb.com/makerforcongress.

Maria Whitehorn 
announces her 
candidacy for the 
Fifth Osage Nation 
Congress
By Maria Whitehorn

My name is Maria White-
horn. I am happy to announce 
my candidacy for reelection to 
Osage Nation Congress. I re-
spectfully ask for your vote.

Interest in our tribal gov-
ernment started when I was 
a child. My father, Dudley 
Whitehorn, would come home 
from work talking about his 
day. Those conversations were 
filled with information about 
our developing tribal pro-
grams, which provided service 
to the Osage people. I liked 
our conversations, and at the 
time, never realized how our 
exchanges developed my inter-
est to serve. 

In 2012, I was elected to the 
Osage Nation Congress and 
it has been an honor to serve 
you. I am ever mindful of the 
great responsibility entrusted 
to me acting as your represen-
tative. I listen to you, research 
and understand the issues, 
communicate well with my col-
leagues, and understand our 
underlying laws and process-
es. I am always aware the is-
sues before Congress are your 
issues, and cast my vote ac-
cordingly.  

Good legislation is always 
a collaborative effort between 
the legislator, the administra-
tor, and the people it serves. I 
choose to work collaboratively 
and have written several piec-
es of successful legislation. 
ONCA 13-10 provides vehicle 
registration and tags at no cost 

to our Elders and Disabled 
Veterans. I have drafted leg-
islation that has earned over 
$1 million of revenue for the 
Osage Nation by creating a To-
bacco Tax Relief Fund (ONCA 
13-102). The Osage people 
amended Article XV Section 
3 the Osage Nation Constitu-
tion in the last general elec-
tion, which inserted clarifying 
language to “ensure the rights 
of mineral royalty interest 
holders of Osage descent …” 
(ONCR 13-22). I worked dili-
gently presenting the amend-
ment in many forums, such 
as Congress, Minerals Council 
and ultimately the Osage peo-
ple. I will continue to listen to 
your voices and respond with 
solutions.

I have always supported 
direct benefits to the people 
through the Osage Scholar-
ship, Health Benefit and Buri-
al Assistance Funds and have 
a conservative approach to 
spending. A review of my leg-
islation and voting record will 
bear the proof. I recognize the 
need and advocate for a com-
prehensive, focused economic 
development strategy. 

I was chair and member of 
the Water Rights Task Force, 
an appointed executive task 
force, under the Red Eagle and 
Standing Bear administra-
tion until it was dissolved. It 
is important the Osage Nation 
continue pursuing its water 
rights. I support purchasing 
land, as we can afford when it 
is available. 

My husband, Randy and 
I live in Hominy, Oklahoma 
where we own two businesses 
and partner in a cattle opera-
tion with my siblings on our 
original family allotment. We 
have two sons, Mason, who at-
tends The University of Tulsa 
and Andrew, who is complet-
ing high school studies while 
working at the family busi-
ness.

I would like to say thank 
you to the Osage People for 
the opportunity to serve. I 
love the work. I will continue 
to be steadfast in my support 
of a sustainable Osage Nation, 
working diligently to establish 
the way for our future genera-
tions of Osage People.

John Maker Maria Whitehorn



OSAGE NATION JOBS: Ap-
plications may be downloaded 
at www.osagetribe.com/main_
jobsearch.aspx or obtained at 
the Osage Nation Human Re-
sources Department located at 
621 Grandview in Pawhuska. 
Interested applicants can also 
call (918) 287-5445 or email HR 
at atrumbly@osagetribe.org. 
Applications must be received in 
Human Resources no later than 
4 p.m. on the date of closing.  
Late applications will not be  
accepted.

Surveillance Officer – Tulsa 
Gaming Commission. High 
School Diploma or GED. Must 
have the ability to obtain and 
maintain Gaming License in ac-
cordance with Tribal and Fed-
eral Gaming Regulations. Must 
have reliable transportation to 
work sites. Must have reliable 
telephone access for call-ins. 
Previous casino experience pre-
ferred. Regular Full Time. Sal-
ary: $13.30/hr. 

WELA Center Manager – 
Pawhuska Wah-Zha-Zhi 
Early Learning Academy. 
Associates Degree in Early 
Childhood Education, Child De-
velopment, Social Service or re-
lated field; Bachelor’s preferred. 
At least one (1) year of experi-
ence working in a Head Start 
Program or similar pre-school 
educational institutions. Child-
hood Development Associate 
certification (CDA). 

Temp Work HR Temp. If in-
terested in temp work, please 
submit an online application at 
https://www.osagenation-nsn.
gov/opportunities/job-listings/
application-form. Submitting 
your application to the temp 
pool will place you in the skill 
set category. Temporary work 
will be available as needed. Reg-
ular Temporary Time. Salary: 
$13.00/hr. 

classifieds
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Connie Rencountre
Connie Dee (Easley) Ren-

countre passed away Monday, 
March 7, 2016 at her home in 
Pawhuska, OK. She was 63 
years old.

Connie was born June 7, 
1952 to Clarence “Mickey” 
and Delia (Pearsall) Easley 
in Nowata, OK. A graduate of 
Pawhuska High School, Con-
nie was a former Pawhuska 

Connie Rencountre

ordered to pay $38,973.70 
in restitution to the Nation, 
and was also issued a gar-
nishment order. 

Community reaction
Many community mem-

bers decried the drug bust 
on Facebook, having the 
opinion the use of meth-
amphetamine (meth) is a 
far more serious crime and 
problem in Osage County 
than marijuana.

Cartwright said the in-
vestigation is ongoing and 
“with any investigation you 
cannot tell during the pro-
cess what the investigation 
is going to deliver.”

Some community mem-
bers called marijuana 
“harmless” and also pointed 
out the medicinal purposes 
of the drug. They said the 
drug bust and investiga-
tion was a waste of taxpay-
er money and Oklahoma 
should legalize the drug.

According to Terry Sto-
ver, senior manager for 
Community Care, Employee 
Assistance Program, smok-
ing marijuana can have the 
following physical and men-
tal effects:

• Psychomotor Retardation

• Substantial increase 
in heart rate

• Chronic sore throat

• Chronic infections  
because marijuana weak-
ens the immune system

• Impaired eye hand 
coordination

• Impaired or reduced 
short-term memory 
and comprehension

• Altered sense of time

• Changed sensory per-
ception – sight, smell, 
hearing and touch

• Reduced ability to 
perform tasks requir-
ing concentration and 
coordination, such 
as driving a car

Stover was providing a 
Drug Free Workplace train-
ing at the Osage Nation on 
the day of the arrests.

Defendants
Bond for the defendants 

was set at $10,000 by Spe-
cial Judge Stuart Tate for 
felony conspiracy and com-
puter charges.

A complete list of defen-
dants is as follows: 

• Jache Parker Willard, 29,  
various

• Emmitt Charles Bickford,  
29, Pawhuska

• Danielle Louise Oberly,  
28, Pawhuska

• Britton Edgar Redeagle,  
26, Pawhuska

• Matthew Markus Thorn-
ton, 27, Pawhuska

• Amanda Dawn Bickford,  
26, Pawhuska

• Sadie Patterson, 23,  
Pawhuska

• Michael Shawn Thomas,  
25, Hominy

• Samantha Michelle 
Valek, 22, Pawhuska

• Rachel Waite, 22, Eureka  
Springs, Ark.

• John W. Williams Jr.,  
44, Pawhuska

• Benjamin Matthew 
Windle, 22, Holi-
day Island, Ark.

• Stevey Ray Herren, 22,  
Pawhuska

• John Schubert, 25, 
Eureka Springs

• Keith Allen Lambert, 26,  
Pawhuska

• Penelton Spencer Look-
out, 20, address not given

• Justin Jay Morgan, 
24, Eureka Springs

• Jacob R. Deerinwater,  
22, Skiatook

• Amber Delancy, 
38, Pawhuska

• Jason Steelman, 24, 
Fayetteville, Ark.

• Glane Steele Willard, 
22, Holiday Island, Ark.

• Kendra Davis, 
20, Wynona

• Brieanna C. Perry, 
27, Eureka Springs

• Michelle Lea Pradmore,  
46, Fairfax

• Michael Eddings, 31, 
Western Grove, Ark.

• Daniel Jack Renowden,  
30, Wagoner

• Cody Brant Flud, 36,  
Wynona

• Dusty Lynn Hendren,  
29, Pawhuska

• Norris Noble Bighorse,  
22, Pawhuska

• Tykwan Shaquil Flow-
ers, 22, Pawhuska

• Deanna Lambert, 25,  
Pawhuska

• Charlene Cosby, 53,  
Pawhuska

• Katelyn Leigh Miller, 
21, Pawhuska

• Joshua Lee Carman,  
22, Pawhuska

• Brandon Cory Mitchell,  
22, Pawhuska

• Melissa Christie Shook-
Reeves, 39, Pawhuska

• Andrea Dawn Thomas,  
42, Pawhuska

• Johnny Dewayne 
Diaz, 20, Pawhuska

• Kevin Lawrence Dawson,  
31, Fairfax

• Layton Urrich Vogeding,  
25, Bartlesville

• Dominick Joseph 
Neri, 20, Pawhuska

• John David Diaz, 37,  
Pawhuska

• Terri Francis Merrell, 19,  
Hominy

• Stevie Ray Shimonek, 23,  
Pawhuska

Additional reporting by 
Osage News reporters Tara 
Madden and Benny Polacca

drug bust
–from Page 3

senIOrs
–from Page 18

Round-Up Club member and 
Queen. She enjoyed many 
things throughout her life, 
including horse racing, sew-
ing, painting and volunteer-
ing her time at the local soup 
kitchen. Most of all, she en-
joyed being involved with the 
activities of her children and 
grandchildren, and was very 
proud of them and their ac-
complishments. She was a 
member of the Osage Nation 
and enjoyed attending the 
In-Lon-Schka dances every 
June. She was from the Eagle 
Clan, and her Osage name was  
“Ena-doe-pee”.

Left to cherish her memo-
ry are: Her children: Shane 
Rencountre and wife, Lena, 
of Barnsdall, OK; Alexis Ren-
countre and Tony Brown, of 
Pawhuska; Chance Rencoun-
tre of Pawhuska; Grandchil-
dren: Isabella Rencountre, 
Hannah Rencountre, Maddux 
Standingbear, and Suri Ren-

countre; brother and sisters: 
Stephen Easley and wife, 
Debra; Linda Easley and Jan-
ice Easley; numerous nieces 
and nephews, great nieces and 
nephews, as well as a host of 
other family and friends.

2 Corinthians 1:3-4 “Blessed 
be God, even the father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ the Father 
of mercies, and the God of all 
comfort; Who comforts us in all 
our tribulation, that we may 
be able to comfort them which 
are in any trouble, by the com-
fort wherewith we ourselves 
are comforted of God.”

Funeral services were held 
March 10 at the Indian Camp 
Chapel, Pawhuska. Ira Look-
out officiated. Interment was 
in the Pawhuska City Cem-
etery.

McCartney’s Johnson Fu-
neral Home was in charge of 
arrangements.

Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Two boy scouts made their 
rounds on the Osage Campus 
on March 7, selling beef jerky 
to employees of the Office of 
the Chiefs.

The Boy Scouts were joined 
by their Troop 33 leader, Ran-
dy Haddon, who is also an 
Osage Nation employee and 
former Scout. His son Hunter, 
Osage, was joined by fellow 
Scout Jason Duty, Cherokee/
Shawnee/Delaware. The boys 
made over $200 for their trip 
to Arkansas where they par-
ticipated in a weeklong 50-
mile hike.

James Weigant, an execu-
tive administrative assistant 
in the Chiefs Office, tribal 
member and Eagle Scout, is 
heading up an initiative to see 
the need, support and possible 
opportunities of Boy Scouts for 
Osage youth living in Osage 
County. Weigant said surveys 
were mailed to Osage tribal 
members on March 30.

He said the Nation is also 
looking at possible grants to 
help fund an Osage Nation 
troop.

“There used to be Boy Scout 
troops in Hominy, there used 
to be Boy Scout troops in Barn-
sdall, all over Osage County 
and they’ve all ceased to exist 
for right now,” Weigant said. 
“This survey will see if that 
interest and need is still there 
and if that is the case we’ll 
have this survey to show where 
that need is and move forward 
with possibly programs, but to 
start we just want to support 
the existing programs that are 

there and help out Osages and 
Natives and children of Osage 
households.”

Haddon said his troop cur-
rently has low numbers due 
to a transition of older boys 
leaving and younger boys com-
ing in. There are currently a 
handful of Native American 
boys in the troop but they are 
always looking for more, he 
said. Any help from the tribe 
would help pay or relieve some 
of the expenses for campouts, 
especially some of the bigger 
campouts which can cost any-
where from $300 per child, to 
more than $2,000 per child if it 
is a national Boy Scout event. 
Hunter and Jason both plan on 
attending the 2017 National 
Boy Scout Jamboree, held ev-
ery four years, and this year it 
will be held in West Virginia. 

Children in Pawhuska usu-
ally stop participating in Boy 
Scouts due to costs or conflict-
ing sports schedules, said Had-
don, but he recently has been 

working to prevent some of 
that.

“I’m working on Boy Scout 
packs and events for the sum-
mer, where as in the past we 
didn’t have much going on in 
the summer but I want to keep 
the interest going year round 
so we’re not losing kids at the 
end of May,” Haddon said.

Weigant is receiving help 
from John Williams, an advi-
sor to Principal Chief Geof-
frey Standing Bear; Richard 
Luttrell, who sits on the Tra-
ditional Cultural Advisors 
Committee; Chief Standing 
Bear and others. 

“This I think is really excit-
ing, if we can get some of our 
kids and parents on board. 
Just think of all the experience 
they are getting,” said John 
Williams, an advisor to Stand-
ing Bear. “We didn’t have that 
opportunity in the 1950s, we 
had Scouts but we never got 
to do anything. They were a 
bunch of farmers, ranchers.”   

Haddon’s troop goes on 
regular camping trips in the 
County, where they teach the 
Scouts survival skills, educate 
them on the local plant life, 
wildlife, skills and techniques 
to survive and teach the Scouts 
character, dedication, team-
work and leadership, he said. 

“I have been in Boy Scouts 
ever since First grade,” Hunt-
er, 12, said. “What I like about 
Boy Scouts is just doing all 
the fun activities; camping, 
knives … spending time with 
my friends. I started in first 
grade and now I’m in sixth, so 
I’ve been doing this for a long 
time.”

He said he likes Boy Scouts 
so much he knows he’ll keep 
doing it through high school. 

For more information about 
the Boy Scout survey, call Con-
stituent Services at (918) 287-
5555.

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Assistant Principal Chief Raymond Red Corn stands with Boy Scouts 
Hunter Haddon, 12, and Jason Duty, 12. Disclaimer: Jason Duty is the son 
of Osage News Editor Shannon Shaw Duty. 

Osage Nation researching potential for Boy Scout troop

their job search, while providing an income to help sustain them 
during their search.

These positions are funded by Title V of the Older Americans 
Act and are subject to eligibility restrictions. Grand Gateway 
is an equal opportunity employer/program.  Auxiliary aids and 
services are available upon request. 

For more information about the program and eligibility re-
quirements, contact Grand Gateway staff Karen Geiger at 918-
783-5793, ext. 231. 
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Letters to the Editor 
If you would like to submit a let-

ter to the editor, please mail it to 
the Osage News, Attn.: Shannon 
Shaw, 619 Kihekah, Pawhuska, 
OK 74056 or send email to sshaw@
osagetribe.org. 

Letters must be respectful 
and informative to the reader, 
and may be edited for gram-
mar, clarity and space.

OpiniOn
Without Reservations

Cartoon © Santo Domingo Pueblo Cartoon Artist, Ricardo Caté

April 18th is the
deadline for all submissions 

for the May issue of the

Mark it on your calendars!

www.osagenews.org
619 Kihekah • Pawhuska, OK 74056

Edmond police 
department to 
host Motorcycle 
Survival Course 
in Hominy
Osage News

The Edmond police department will 
host a free Motorcycle Survival Course 
in Hominy on May 21.

The class will be held at the Hominy 
public school property at 408 N. East-
ern in the large Parking area. Accord-
ing to a release, the six-hour course will 
begin at 8:45 a.m. and end at 3 p.m. 

Edmond PD officers will teach both 
classroom and riding instruction for 
motorcycle safety, designed to teach 
the motorcycle operator how to survive 
in traffic.  The lesson plan and course 
curriculum for instruction is based 
upon motorcycle skills and operating 
techniques which are utilized by police 
motorcycle officers, according to the  
release.  

The course is free of charge to partic-
ipants. The course has been recognized 
by insurance carriers for a discount, 
according to a release.  The course is 
taught on a closed course so an “M” 
endorsement is not required to attend 
this class. To register for this free class 
go to edmondpd.com and click on the 
link to our programs.

The course is funded by a grant from 
the Oklahoma Highway Safety Office, 
according to the release.

Requirements to attend:
You have to ride your own motor-

cycle, cannot be smaller than a 250cc 
or any type of scooter or three-wheeled 
motorcycle, approved DOT helmet, 
gloves must have fingers, boots that 
cover ankles, long sleeve shirt and 
proof of liability insurance.

If you have any questions or for fur-
ther information contact Lt. Acey Hop-
per at (405) 359-4430 or acey.hopper@
edmondok.com. 

Edmond Police Department logo

ON Education Department Holds STEM Day Camps

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Craig Walker from Osage 
Environmental Natural 
Resources (ENR) helping 
Morgan Okerson with 
their rain stick at the 
Hominy STEM camp.

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Electa RedCorn teach-
es yoga to the camp-
ers while incorporating 
weather into the exercise.

Osage Nation Education Department held 
STEM day camps during the week of Spring 
Break. The camps were located in Fairfax, 
Skiatook, Pawhuska and Hominy. The camps 
were one-day camps held at each location from 

8:30 a.m. - noon. The campers participated in 

making kites and flying them, water bottle tor-

nadoes, rain sticks and finishing their day with 

weather yoga. 




