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TARA MADDEN/Osage News

The beams for the new Pawhuska District dance arbor go up as construction continues on the project March 25. The Pawhuska District has set their dance for June 25-28.

Osage Nation contracts
with Scholarship America 
for scholarship services

Chief Standing Bear
appoints Holli Wells to 
replace Je! Jones as AG
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear said the cur-
rent threats to the Osage 
Minerals Estate and the 
nation’s water rights by the 
state of Oklahoma led to his 
decision not to reappoint 
Jeff Jones as the Nation’s 
Attorney General.

Instead he has appointed 
environmental lawyer and 
former State Judge Holli 
Wells as Jones’ replace-
ment. Wells, who is Osage 
and from the Revard family, 
will begin in an interim ca-
pacity and will be up for con-

Osage Nation Congress in 
the upcoming Hun-Kah Ses-
sion that begins Monday, 
March 30. 

“[Wells] is very familiar 
with environmental law and 
water law, issues involving 
sovereignty, in a way that is 
rare for Oklahoma lawyers. 
She is also a former prosecu-
tor and a former state judge. 

She understands that part 
of this job is prosecution, 
which is the strength of Jeff 
Jones, but she is stronger, 
in my opinion, on the issues 

Oklahoma,” Standing Bear 
said. “And those battles are 
on us right now and we need 
to have the strongest legal 
arguments we can in this 
battle. Oklahoma is trying 
to take over our mineral 
estate and they’re trying to 
take over our water.”

As for Jones he said he 
knew Standing Bear was 
looking to replace him but 
didn’t know it would take 
place so quickly. He said 
Standing Bear called him 
yesterday to notify him and 
he didn’t know Wells was 
being sworn in the next day 
until the morning of the 
swearing in. 

I had no idea it was going 
to happen this fast,” Jones 
said. “My phone was blow-

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Holli Wells took her oath of o!ce as the Nation’s new Attorney 
General on March 26. From left to right, District Judge Bruce David 
Gambill, District Judge John Kane, Wells, ON Trial Court Judge Mar-
vin Stepson, and Special Judge of Osage County Stuart Tate.

Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The Osage Nation will no 
longer administer its own 
scholarship. Principal Chief 
Geoffrey Standing Bear said 
as long as he is chief the Osage 
Nation Higher Education 
Scholarship will be contracted 
out to a third party.

The third party is Scholar-
ship America. Suggested by 
a friend of Congresswoman 
Shannon Edwards, the compa-

scholarship and educational 
company headquartered in 
Minneapolis, Minn. It manag-
es more than 1,300 programs 
and will manage all communi-
cations, document processing, 
applicant evaluation and pay-
ments for the Nation’s roughly 
1,200 scholarship recipients. 

The contract is for $123,500 
and is for technical services to 
implement and set up man-

-
cording to Standing Bear. The 
contract was signed on Oct. 23, 
2014 and is year-to-year and 
the company boasts a 94 per-
cent retention rate among its 
130 clients.

Standing Bear said it was 
always his plan to contract 
out the scholarship program 

scholarship program is the 
most expensive tribally funded 
program next to the Health 

million to $7 million appropri-
ation each year and has been 
politically debated for years. 

received many complaints, I 

mean, over 50 as a member of 
Congress about our scholar-
ship program. I’d say it’s closer 
to a 100. It had to do with the 
money not getting there some-
times until near the end of the 
semester, it had to do with any 
part of administration of the 
scholarship you can imagine,” 
he said. “As a member of the 

legislature there’s nothing 
we can do about it because it 
was in the Executive Branch. 
When [I was elected chief] it 

-
ing everybody, I thought a bet-
ter way would be to contract 

Interior Board of
Appeals rules the 
Osage Minerals Estate 
is under Osage Nation
Osage News

The highest Adminis-
trative Court within the 
U.S. Department of Inte-
rior, the Interior Board 
of Appeals, has ruled the 
Osage Minerals Estate 
and the Osage Miner-
als Council are under the 
Osage Nation and its Con-
stitution. 

“This Decision is the 

States Department of 
the Interior and is now 
subject to federal court 
review should the Appel-
lant’s pursue an appeal,” 
said Principal Chief Geof-
frey Standing Bear. “It is important for our legal team to 
closely monitor these proceedings. This Decision has far-
reaching implications.”

SOVEREIGNTY DAY 
Celebration and fellowship PAGE 10
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Nation working to compact 
Indian Health services
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The Osage Nation is work-
ing to compact the Indian 
Health Services and change 

needs. 
A public meeting was held 

at the Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural 
Center on March 13 to obtain 
community input on what 
changes they would like to see. 
Roughly three members from 
the community attended, with 
the rest being members of the 
Chief’s executive staff or mem-
bers of the Osage Congress. 

“We have had three years 
of good audits and the Nation 
is at the point where they can 
handle the monies that come 
in for the healthcare,” said 
Margie Burkhart, chair of the 
ON Health Authority Board. 
“We can tailor these programs 

us.”
The Indian Health Service 

receives federal money every 
year and each IHS clinic in the 
country is allocated a certain 
amount to serve the Native 
communities in their service 
area, Burkhart said. Current-
ly, the Osage Nation and the 
Pawnee Nation have clinics 
that provide health services 
for both Osage and Pawnee 
counties. The Pawnee Nation 
clinic is bigger, newer and of-
fers more services than the 
Osage clinic and has more doc-
tors and specialty care. 

Compacting the services of 
the Pawhuska IHS clinic has 
been a long time goal. Osage 
Congressman Ron Shaw, Tim 
Tall Chief, Cecelia Tallchief, 

-
gressman James Norris are 
just some of the Osages who 
have tried to get this initiative 
going since the new govern-
ment passed in 2006. 

The Nation has hired Shaw’s 
wife, Lesa Shaw, as a Self-
Governance Project Consul-

Issues (ANI), LLC to handle 
the community meetings and 
get the Nation prepared for 
negotiations of what services 
it will be compacting.

“One aspect of my work will 
be to coordinate with Advo-

LLC and Candy Thomas, Di-
rector, Strategic Planning and 
Project Management, in con-
junction with the ON Health 

Authority,” Shaw said. “The 
ANI group is also contracted 
with the ON Health Authority 
and is here to assist the Osage 
Nation with community and 

negotiation and negotiation on 
what health services the Osage 
Nation might choose to com-
pact. [The community’s] input 
and those of all tribal members 
is vital in this undertaking.

Tribes were given the right 
to compact federal services 
after the Indian Self Deter-
mination and Education Act 
of 1975. In 2000, the IHS self-
governance act passed. 

According to ANI, in 1992 
approximately 14 tribes par-
ticipated in self-governance 
of their IHS clinics. In 2015 
approximately 350 tribes par-
ticipate, which is 62 percent of 
tribes in the U.S. 

Changes
Principal Chief Geoffrey 

Standing Bear was present at 
the meeting on March 13 and 
having just returned from a 
meeting in Carlsbad, Calif., 
with the United Osages of 
Southern California, he said 
Osage services need to start 
extending to those Osages who 
live outside of the reservation. 

local system and for people 
that are married into our tribe 
and households – and in short 
order extend those services,” 
Standing Bear said. “There 
has to be some way to extend 
our health system to Califor-

4,350 Californians who said 
they would move back if there 
were [services].”

He said he feared for the fu-
ture of the Osage Nation and 

what it would look like 100 
years from now.

“We need to connect to them 
and they are demanding it – 
they want a system that in-
cludes them too,” he said. 

-
kee consultant for ANI, led the 
presentation. She asked the at-
tendees what could be gained 
from compacting and the an-
swers were more accountabili-

redesigning authority, budget-
ing authority, coordination of 
resources such as grants and 
contracts, increased respon-
siveness to Osage tribal mem-
bers and more.

She asked what were some 
of the changes the attendees 
would like to see and some of 
the suggestions were: 

• Develop elder care

• Grants (IHS is a fed-
eral entity and doesn’t 
allow grants)

• Urgent care

• Emergency care

• Behavioral health

• More specialty physicians

• Satellite clinics

• Hospice

• Dialysis

• Expanded hours

• New facility

The optimal start date to be-
gin compact negotiations with 
IHS is Oct. 1, 2015.

More community meetings 
are planned and once those 
dates are announced the Osage 
News will post them. 

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Community members, Executive Branch sta" and members of the Osage 
Congress attend a Health Authority Board presentation hosted by Ad-
vocates For Native Issues, LLC at the Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural Center on  
March 13.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Principal Chief Geo"rey Standing Bear gives his opening address 
at the start of the 2015 Fourth Osage Nation Congress Hun-Kah 
Session on March 30 in the Osage Congressional Chambers in 
Pawhuska.

ON Congressional
Hun-Kah Session 
underway
Benny Polacca
Osage News

-

Legislative Branch’s consideration during the 2015 Hun-
Kah Session. 

Congressional Speaker Maria Whitehorn said 23 bills 

message to the Congress on the session’s opening day, not-
ing the number would increase. The next day, seven more 

Whitehorn said the Congress will also be considering 
appointments of 14 individuals named to several ON 
boards/ commissions during the Hun-Kah Session. The 
appointments will face initial consideration by the respec-
tive Congressional Committees before a vote by the entire 

Congresswoman Shannon Edwards said during the 
March 30 opening day that the Rules and Ethics Commit-
tee would develop a questionnaire for the newly appointed 
Attorney General Holli Wells seeking more information 
about her professional/ education experience. The Attor-
ney General post is appointed by the Principal Chief and 
the individual is also subject to consideration by a commit-

was unknown when the April edition of the Osage News 
went to press. Typically the Congress will invite appoin-
tees for in-person interviews with the Congressional com-
mittees and/ or entire Congress as part of considering the 
person’s experience for the position at issue.

See the Legislation Tracker on pages 6, 7, and 19 in this 
issue for an update on bills and sponsors.

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Principal Chief Geo"rey Standing Bear took time out of his busy schedule 
to read to Osage students at the ON Head Start in Pawhuska on March 12 
as part of the week-long festivities for the Osage Nation Sovereignty Day 
Celebration.

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Osage Nation o!cials attended 
the ribbon cutting for Venture 
Foods on March 24, the long await-
ed grocery store in Fairfax. The 
grand opening for the public was 
March 25. Venture Foods CEO, Lane 
Moore, said to get your orders in 
early for the In-Lon-Schka dances 
and if there are any specialty items 
Osages would like to see in the 
store, give him a call and he will do 
his best to stock it. Visit their Face-
book page, Fairfax Venture Foods, 
for daily deals or call them at (918) 
642-1390. The store is located at 
201 N. Main St. in Fairfax.
 

 
SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Fairfax resident and long-time 
community activist Joe Conner 
shakes hands with Osage Nation 
Principal Chief Geo"rey Stand-
ing Bear at the opening of Fairfax 
Venture Foods. Conner and other 
Fairfax and Grayhorse residents 
have consistently held community 
meetings over the years to get a 
grocery store for Fairfax. To see 
more photos of the ribbon cutting 
visit the Osage News Flickr page or 
watch the Osage News Video of the 
ribbon cutting on the Osage News 
You Tube channel.

Fairfax Venture Foods Opens
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SCHOLARSHIP
–from Page 1

this to a private company to 
administer and to use the six 
person staff that we have on 
other matters that are need-
ed in education. I made those 
decisions before the company 
Scholarship America was even 
mentioned and I was hard and 

Osage Nation employees
Contracting with Scholar-

ship America meant six in-
dividuals were going to be 
without a job or working some-
where else within the Nation. 
The transition had bumpy be-
ginnings. The Nation has been 
administering a scholarship 
since the 30th Osage Tribal 
Council and the scholarship 
coordinator has always been 
Jennifer Holding, an Osage 
tribal member from Hominy. 

The ON Higher Education 

under Principal Chief Charles 
Tillman. During the 31st 
Osage Tribal Council, gaming 
revenue came in. After gaming 
revenue began to supplement 
the scholarship the tribe began 
to offer incentive rewards for 
good grades. The scholarship 
was available to any Osage 
student who had a CDIB card 
since the tribe didn’t become 
the Osage Nation until 2006. 

The Nation’s education de-
partment is located in Hominy 

who administered the scholar-
ship are Osage. They are Jen-

Mary St. John, Alecia Hutch-
ens, Courtney Dailey and 
Trevor Piearcy (Pawnee). All 
are from Hominy.

Standing Bear said it was 
never a plan so people could 

provide better services. He 
said he wasn’t happy with the 
level of service offered to stu-
dents and he was dismayed 
the department didn’t do more 

for their students. He said an 
answer he received after ask-
ing questions was if the law 
says we don’t have to do it then 
we’re not going to take that ex-
tra step.

“I am very frustrated with 
these views that I see have de-
veloped over the years in this 
bureaucracy. And we are going 
to change that and I can tell 
you right now the changes we 
are implementing are new,” 
Standing Bear said. “There is 
resistance within this bureau-
cracy to change. And I under-
stand we have to be patient, to 
a point.

“This place is not about these 
people’s jobs, this place is about 
serving the Osage, and that is 
all we are here to do.”

Congressional Education 
Committee

The Education Department 
was blindsided by the change, 
according to a recording of 
the Congressional Education 
Committee meeting that took 
place on Oct. 23 of last year. 
Congressman William “Ku-
gee” Supernaw said during 
the meeting he would rather 
have Osages administering 
the scholarship than the Na-
tion’s money going to a compa-
ny in Minnesota. Before their 
presentation, Scholarship 
America had been working 
for months off of information 
on the Nation’s scholarship 
program that was obtained by 
someone else other than the 
Education Department and 
the information was mostly 
negative. 

Conducting the presentation 
to the Congress was Marilee 
Hedberg, Director of Sales for 
Scholarship America. 

Scholarship America was 
founded in 1958 as a regional 
grass roots organization to help 
students achieve education af-
ter high school. After years of 
raising funds, other companies 

wanted Scholarship America to 
administer their scholarships 
because load was too great. In 
its 57 years the company has 
distributed more than $3.1 bil-
lion to more than two million 
students through its programs, 
according to scholarshipa-
merica.org. In 2013 more than 
$201.9 million in scholarship 
awards went to 102,059 stu-
dents across the United States 
and in 124 countries. Their cli-
ents and programs range from 
individual small programs to 
very large corporate programs, 
scholarship programs, tuition 
reimbursement programs and 
more.

She said they had been in-
formed of concerns with the 
Osage Nation’s program man-
agement, checks not arriving 
in a timely basis, students not 
completing applications. Their 
applications are online and a 
web portal is available for stu-
dents.

“We have worked very hard 
over the years to develop pro-
tocols with applicants and par-
ents to bridge the gap between 
technologies,” she said. “We 
use text, email reminders and 

Important Student Information
No administrative changes are planned for the follow-

ing Osage Nation Department of Education programs:

• College Graduation Commendations and  
Stole Programs

• Internship/Externship Program

• Higher Education Application and Testing  

• 
are Less than an Associate Degree

• 

Important upcoming dates:

Late March, 2015 – If you are a CURRENT PARTICI-
PANT in the Osage Nation Higher Education Scholarship, 
Scholarship Management Services will mail an applica-
tion to you requesting information on your enrollment 
plans for summer session, 2015, and the upcoming 2015-
16 academic year.

April 1, 2015 – If you plan to participate in the Osage 

TIME, you will have access to an online application where 
you can register with Scholarship Management Services 
for enrollment in the 2015 summer session or the 2015-16 
academic year. 

If you have any questions regarding the transition of 
administration or the application process please contact 
the Program Manager for the Osage Nation Higher Edu-
cation Scholarship at:

Mailing Address:
Osage Nation Scholarship Program
Scholarship Management Services
One Scholarship Way
Saint Peter, MN 56082

Email: OsageNation@scholarshipamerica.org.

they’re developing an App as 
well.”

They have very strict data 
protections in place for their 
high security clients. Excel 
reports will be produced to 

and a program manager will 

Nation along with a team of 
product managers to assist. 
They have 130 staff members 
at their operation center. 

Ida Doyle, who is the Educa-
tion Department director, said 
at the committee meeting the 
Nation’s scholarship program 
already provided everything 
Scholarship America provides. 
The education department 
provided text and email alerts, 
educational assessments, ca-
reer assessments, links to 
other Native and non-Native 
scholarship opportunities 
available to students and they 
also have an online application 
process as well. 

“We were invited to make a 
proposal. What you might get 
is an opportunity to do other 
things, that higher-level work, 
career planning maybe, to free 
you up for other things,” Hed-
berg said. “A reason a lot of 
other organizations come to us 
is their staffs are gummed up 
with this work and they want 
to be free to do higher level 
work. So you might get to do 
something more interesting 
because we’ll take the work off 
your hands.”

Congresswoman Edwards 
has sat on the Congressional 
Education Committee since 

She has chaired the commit-
tee numerous times and if 
Congress is discussing schol-

Card, Edwards is involved. 
Doyle said about 48-58 

percent of the scholarship 
recipients attend school in 
Oklahoma.

“A lot of them come into the 

on counseling. If their staff is 
in Minnesota, I would have 
some concerns with our people 

have those services available 
to them,” Doyle said.

Edwards countered and said 
18 percent of the Nation’s to-
tal population lives within the 
reservation area and it’s “hard 
to know from that 82 percent 
but I don’t know how many of 
those go in state or out of state 
or what their tuition rates 
are.” She said a lot of students 
go to colleges with high tuition 
costs and some attend private 
schools and she hopes Scholar-
ship America can track those 
statistics. 

Hedberg said funds for books 
and tuition are sent directly to 
students, payment for tuition 
is sent directly to the school. 
Remaining money is sent to 

the student. Once a student 
requests payment their check 
is mailed in 2-3 days.

Chairman of the Congres-
sional Education Committee 
and proud Hominy resident, 
Congressman John Maker, 
said in November of last year 
that he was very concerned for 
the Osage personnel affected 
by the change. 

“I think it’s a very bad 
deal. I heard it was a done 
deal months ago. I’m chair of 
the Education Committee – I 
didn’t even know about it un-
til it was a done deal,” Maker 
said. “Those employees, I feel 
bad, those employees live in 
Hominy, have families, I think 
it’s awful. What if it doesn’t im-
prove? What if it gets worse?”

When the Osage News asked 
Standing Bear what would 
happen if Scholarship America 

another contractor. 

Added services
It may have been a rough 

transition for the six employ-
ees, switching from their long-
time jobs of administering 
scholarships for the Nation to 
other areas, but the Education 

at making sure they are work-
ing somewhere they will hope-

Prather, chair of the task force. 
“Instead of cutting services, 

we’ve added services,” Prather 
said.

Holding is now the Nation’s 
-

tor, which stands for Science, 
Technology, Engineering and 
Math. She will be developing 
lab projects, science fairs, en-
couraging enthusiasm for the 
subjects for Osages in grades 
1st – 12th. It will require 
training and the task force will 
pay for all the supplies used at 
the science fairs.

Boyd is now the Education 
Advocate. Also a new position, 
she will be monitoring Osages 
in the classroom, working with 
teachers and developing after-
school-tutoring programs for 
the WahZhaZhi Youth Acad-
emies. 

Piearcy is now the Educa-

calls from Osage Scholarship 
recipients and directing them 
to Scholarship America, he 
will also be helping with con-
current enrollment and under-
graduate testing. 

St. John and Hutchens say 
they are happy with their new 
jobs at Constituent Services 
and the transition has been 
very positive. Dailey said she 
knew her job was ending so 
she applied for the receptionist 

and is happy working there. 
All three women now work in 
Pawhuska. 

ON o!cials discuss goals and focuses of Hun-Kah Session
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Osage Nation Congress will 
consider several legislative 
matters brought for consider-
ation during the 24-day Hun-
Kah Session in April.

The Hun-Kah Session start-
ed March 30 with opening ad-
dresses from Principal Chief 
Geoffrey Standing Bear and 
Congressional Speaker Maria 
Whitehorn on behalf of their 

Standing Bear advised the 
Congress that the Nation must 
continue to operate on a near-
ly $40 million cap of gaming 
revenue the Nation receives 
from the seven-casino Gaming 
Enterprise to support the gov-
ernmental operations. He said 
the cap must continue for sev-
en more years as the Nation’s 
Gaming Enterprise continues 
expansion plans on the Tulsa 
Osage Casino. Standing Bear 
referred to three Osage-only 

programs in his 2015 State of 
the Nation address. 

“The programs we have set 
out for all Osages include our 
higher education scholarship 
program, our health card, 
and our burial assistance pro-
gram,” Standing Bear said 
in his March 30 State of the 
Nation address before the 
Congress. “I call these entitle-
ment programs because every 
member of the Osage Nation 
no matter where they live in 
the USA is entitled to these 

programs alone are approach-
ing $15 million dollars a year 
in costs. This leaves $25 mil-
lion for everything else.” 

“Again, much less than we 
have had in the past. Now, the 

just these three important pro-
grams, there will be a greater 
demand from Osages who are 
just now learning they too are 

is a good thing, and it is pre-
dictable. We also know that we 
are going to have increases in 

funding needs for these three 
programs because our law 
will require funding from the 
Osage Congress for a Medicare 
supplement and for carry-over 
money on Osage health card 

years or three years, health 
card carryover creates a fund-
ing need which will have to be 
appropriated by this Congress 
in the next few months.”

Bear’s 2015 State of the Na-
tion address, visit the article 
on the Osage News website 
at: www.osagenews.org/en/
article/2015/03/30/2015-
state-nation-address/ 

ON Congress members’ 
goals for session

The Osage News inquired 

members on what their goals 
are for their proposed pieces of 
legislation for the 2015 Hun-
Kah Session. 

Congressional Speaker 
Whitehorn: “As speaker, my 

primary goal is make sure our 
legislative process operates as 
it is designed to work – Bills 
and resolutions move from 

Chief’s desk for signature. The 

be my main focus to assure ev-
ery bill and resolution receive 
fair consideration. Why is this 
important? When Congress 

spent considering the content 
of the legislation and not the 
process, from that content, we 
make decisions which affect 
the people of the Osage Na-
tion.”   

Whitehorn also noted: “The 
Chief is restructuring some of 
the Nation’s divisions and de-
partments through legislation 
this session. My goal is to have 
a clear understanding of this 
requested reorganization and 

the Osage Nation. Why is this 
important? It is critical to un-
derstand how this restructure 

affects the annual operating 

-
cal year’s budget, also, will the 
reorganization improve the op-
erations of the departments, so 
the services provided to mem-
bers of the Osage Nation are 
improved?”

Second Speaker Alice Buf-
falohead: “We recently adver-
tised for two positions (Clerk 
II, Sergeant At Arms) and I 
would like for us to get these 

-
sion. Additionally, we have 
revised the position descrip-
tion for Budget Analyst and 
I would like to see this job 

on the Congressional Affairs 
and Rules & Ethics Commit-
tees. We have spent some time 
working on our Congressional 
rules and updating our staff 
position descriptions, etc., it 
has been awhile and these ar-

See GOALS
—Continued  on Page 4
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ing up last night. Several 

didn’t talk to them until this 
morning, but several employ-
ees of the Nation called me and 
said they’d like to talk to me. 
They were surprised and even 
some of the Minerals Council 
people contacted me and said 
they were totally aghast.”

Jones, who lives in Skia-
-

ney general and was appointed 
by former Principal Chief John 
Red Eagle in 2011. He said 
he doesn’t have any job pros-
pects lined up but said he told 
Standing Bear there was no 
other place he would rather be 
than working for the nation. 

“I don’t think chief could 

be here any worse than me. I 
have no aspirations of moving 

attorney general in that posi-

general essentially is my baby. 
I started it, I think it looks like 
what I envisioned it to be,” 
Jones said. “I enjoyed the time 
here, I think we did some good, 
think we saved the nation 
some money by nipping some 
problems before they turned 
into big problems. I think we 
did a good job.”

There are ongoing cases 
Jones has been working on 
that he would like to see 
through to the end, he said. He 
has a dry-erase board at his of-

that are ongoing. 
He said he was going to 

ask Wells to keep his staff, 
which includes Assistant At-
torney General Clint Patter-
son (Osage), Paralegal Morgan 
Currey (Osage), Special In-
vestigator Brian Herbert and 
Jones’ assistant Debbie Miles. 

“Chief told me that he had 
asked the new attorney gen-
eral to treat them very well, 
not just clean house. I assured 
them I’m going to suggest they 
stay on. But that’s not under 
my control, so I’m not sure. I 
hope they can stay and keep 
their jobs,” Jones said.

Standing Bear said he had 
no control over what Wells deci-
sion would be concerning staff. 
He said he didn’t want to com-
ment because he knows Patter-
son and Currey personally.

Oath of O!ce
Standing Bear said he had 

been considering Wells since 
his campaign began in 2013. 

wanted to have the adminis-
tration I have chosen with the 

join in the same vision that I 
have,” Standing Bear said. 

Osage Trial Court Judge 
Marvin Stepson swore in Wells 
on March 26. Her parents, fam-
ily and friends were present, 
as well as District Judge John 
Kane, Special Judge of Osage 
County Stuart Tate, and Dis-
trict Court Judge Bruce David 
Gambill. Also present was the 
staff members of the attorney 

Before she was sworn in 
Standing Bear told the room 

how pleased he was to see both 
Wells and Jones working to-
gether for a smooth transition 
and that his job was to stay 
out of the business of the at-
torney general, in which Wells 
quipped, “So you say,” which 
made the attendees laugh. 

Wells previously lived in 
Tahlequah and served as the 
Special District Court Judge 
for the 15th Judicial District 
since 2007. She received her 
Bachelor of Arts from North-
eastern State University in 
Theater and minored in Sec-
ondary Education. She re-
ceived her Juris Doctorate 
from the University of Oklaho-
ma School of Law with an em-
phasis on Indian/Civil Rights 
Law, according to her resumé.  

She’s had her own private 
practice, worked for Given, 

exclusively worked for the 
Couer d’Alene Tribe, in which 
she was a reader and recorder 
for a U.S. Supreme Court brief 
concerning water rights of the 
Couer d’Alene Lake. She was 

EPA case on record between 
a tribal entity and various 
mining companies that had a 
dollar value of one billion, ac-
cording to her resumé. 

She said she wants to hit the 
ground running and work with 
Jones for a smooth transition. 

“I will be getting a handle 
on exactly what’s going on in 

as far as different areas that 
are contracted out. Gaming 
law, water law, just the nu-
merous contracts that we have 

-
get. Try to keep as much as 
possible in house in order to 
contract out less and use the 
budget for things that are more 
lucrative for the tribe and the 

Wells said. “I want to hit the 
ground running and gain as 
much information as I can as 
soon as I can. I would like to 
get this running full speed 
and be ready to report to the 
next Congress on all the good 
things that are coming out of 

Wells, who still has high 
school age children going to 
school in Tahlequah will be 
living in Pawhuska with her 
parents as she makes the tran-
sition. She said Jones has been 
very cordial and cooperative so 
far and she was very thankful 
for that. 

Wells said she is very thank-
ful for the appointment and 
it’s always been a dream of 
hers to give back to the nation. 
When asked how she felt to 
have been appointed, she had 
to hold back tears.

“It felt wonderful. I’ve been 
wanting to give back, without 
the help of the tribe I would not 
be where I am today. I would 
not been able to have the won-
derful, rich job history that I 
do have without this tribe. The 
opportunity to give back and 
make a difference was huge.”  

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Osage Nation interim Attorney General Holli Wells takes oath of o!ce 
on March 26 at the tribal courthouse with Trial Court Chief Judge Marvin 
Stepson o!ciating.

eas needed some attention and 
revisions.” 

“I believe we need to focus 
on good budgeting this session 
in order to prepare for next 
fall. Our headright holders are 
seeing their quarterly checks 

-
ers are being laid off of work 
left and right. Our focus as a 
Nation (Executive, Legislative, 
Judicial) should be to make 
good decisions with the mon-
ey we have and not to spend 
money foolishly on things that 

spent, each branch should ask 
themselves ‘How will this proj-
ect/ initiative/ appropriation, 
help to better the lives of our 
Osage people?’”

Congressman Archie Ma-
son: “I want to support the 

-
cial requests of my colleagues 
and consider those requests 
from Executive and from Ju-
dicial and trust we will have 
some monies available. If not, 
the projects or requests will 
have to wait until September 

year 2016 will be presented 
to us. I want to bring forward 
some additional ideas and sup-
port services for our Osage 
senior citizens, an Elder Pro-
gram. I am aware of very func-
tional and well-designed elder 
programs throughout Indian 
Country and plan to explore 
some of those concepts and 
costs and present to my col-
leagues and executive in the 

Congressman James Norris: 
“Being a veteran I am always 
open to improving or devel-
oping programs to assist our 
Osage veterans. During this 
session I plan to introduce leg-
islation and request help to 
identify our veterans and offer 

veterans. I will sponsor ONCA 
15-21, An Act to amend Chap-
ter 3 of Title 26, the Osage 
Nation Revenue and Taxation 
Act, to allow for 100 percent 
disabled Osage veterans to re-
ceive a sales tax exemption and 
a lodging tax exemption. While 
doing research to support this 

-
base available on Osage vet-
erans, in particular disabled 
Osage veterans, therefore, I 
plan to introduce a Resolution. 
The Resolution will request 
the Osage Nation Executive 
Branch to establish a registry 

-
tion and registration of Osage 
veterans … This Hun-Kah 
Session makes for a good op-
portunity to amend, evaluate 
and adjust existing legislation 
in preparation for the budget-
ing session next fall.”

Congresswoman Shannon 
Edwards: “My top three goals 
for the Session are: No. 1. (To) 
sponsor and have enacted 
amending legislation to ensure 

-
sistance to students continues 
with greater expediency and 

for higher education scholar-
ships for the next academic 

Summer 2016) are half what 
they are for the remainder 
of this academic year. I hope 
to encourage the Congress to 
pass a law restoring the fund-
ing to current levels. No. 2. 
Continued oversight to ensure 
implementation of the Medi-
care Supplement option for 
Osage elders, and the Gaming 
Enterprises Plan of Operation 
regarding the Tulsa Casino 
expansion. I plan to spend ex-
tended time with the Stand-
ing Bear administration to put 
the tools and notices in place 

available beginning July 1, 
2015. The Gaming Enterprise 
Board promised an amended 
plan in early summer and I in-
tend to monitor their progress 
through Congressional over-
sight. No. 3. Amending legis-
lation that reduces unneeded 

-
ample, some of the boards es-
tablished by Congress in early 
years to assist in formulating 
best polices and procedures 
have completed their tasks 
and the legislation authorizing 
and empowering them needs 

evolution of the government.”    
Congressman William “Ku-

gee” Supernaw: Hun-Kah Ses-
sion goals include: No. 1. “As 
always we are faced with fund-
ing problems. Congress needs 
to work in unison to determine 
the best use of the available 
money to do the greatest good 
for the greatest number of 
Osages. No. 2. The Executive 
Branch has outlined bold ini-
tiatives that will require the 
cooperation of all branches of 
the government. I hope to be 
part of the majority that helps 
to accomplish these tasks. No. 
3. Many problems are facing 
the Osage Nation. These prob-
lems can’t be solved with the 
same thinking that created 
them. I want to help in con-
vincing the majority to accept 
these changes … Economic de-
velopment needs much atten-
tion. Centralized management 
boards are new to tribes, but 
they are old-proven success-
ful management structures in 
private business. The key ele-
ment will be the quality and 
ability of the board members. 
Our government needs to ac-
cept the fact that we need to 
get away from the ‘good ole 
boy’ mentality. This won’t be 
accomplished in this session, 

but the effort is ongoing and 
needs to be continued in the 
fall.”

Congressman John Maker: 
-

sibility to return to this Con-
gress for everyone because 
we’re spending too much mon-

spending ceiling of $40 million? 
I think there should be a mor-
atorium on building projects 
over $1 million (by the Nation, 
excluding the proposed Tulsa 
Osage Casino project) until we 
get the spending under control 
… I am sponsoring the Osage 
Nation Eagle Protection Act 
because as a sovereign nation, 
we need that law on our code. 
The Executive Branch asked 
me to sponsor the (ON) Cultur-
al Division reconstruction (re-
structuring) act to cut back on 

responsibility. The reorganiza-
tion means there’s one director 
responsible for budgets, paper-
work, managers and no divi-
sion leaders.”

Congresswoman Angela 
Pratt: “As always, I will be fo-
cused on the Nation’s spend-
ing and taking a look at what 
changes have been made since 
(2014) Tzi-Zho Session and be-
ing to develop a plan moving 
toward next (fall) Tzi-Zho Ses-
sion. The Executive Branch hit 
the ground running and a lot 
has happened since July. They 
have had the time to look at 
where they are, the changes 
they have made and develop 
their goals. I would like to see 
us get together after Hun-Kah 
Session to share our Strate-
gic Plans and goals so that we 
can discuss where we see the 
Nation in the next few years 
and beyond. Since July 2014, 
I have served on the Health 
and Social Services, Govern-
mental Operations, Cultural, 
Education and Vice-Chair of 
Congressional Affairs and 
Commerce and Economic De-
velopment Committees. I plan 
to remain on those commit-
tees and look forward to the 
future of the Osage Nation … 
I plan to sponsor ONCA 15-36 
and ONCA 15-37, which are 

-
clude changes to the divisions 
composition. The Executive 
Branch has had time to look at 
the programs in each division 
and believes that these chang-

of the program and to maxi-
mize funding to better serve 
the Osage people and I agree.”

day is April 27, but the Con-
gress could adjourn the session 
early or extend session up to 
three additional days if needed 
and if majority votes approve 
the adjournments.   

GOALS
–from Page 3

Pawnee/ Osage 
CASA honors
Wilson Pipestem, 
local volunteers 
Osage News

The Pawnee/ Osage Court 
Appointed Special Advocates 
(CASA) program recognized 
its community volunteers dur-
ing a March 16 dinner held in 
Pawhuska. 

Attorney Wilson Pipestem 
(Osage/ Otoe Missouria) is 
among those recognized for his 
support of CASA. Other com-

from both Osage and Pawnee 
counties and the Osage Nation 
government were also in at-
tendance.

The Pawnee/ Osage CASA 

country that serves court sys-
tems in two counties and two 
tribes (Pawnee and Osage na-

CASA volunteers to monitor 
court cases involving abused 
and neglected children and 

BENNY POLACCA/ Osage News

Attorney Wilson Pipestem speaks at the March 16 Pawnee/ Osage Court 
Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) dinner in Pawhuska recognizing its 
community volunteers. He also received a recognition award, presented 
by Pawnee/ Osage CASA advisory board chairwoman Terry Mason Moore 
and Pawnee/ Osage CASA Director Helen Norris. CASA is a nonprofit pro-
gram that relies on volunteers to work with children in court cases involv-
ing abuse/ neglect. Those volunteers report to the court judges in the 
cases regarding the best interests of the children. 
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Osages gather for spring UOSC meeting in Carlsbad
Benny Polacca
Osage News

CARLSBAD, Calif. – Clear 
skies, mild oceanside tempera-
tures, fellowship, laughter and 
discussions on Osage politics 
and culture provided the atmo-
sphere for the United Osages 
of Southern California spring 
gathering.

Danielle Glenn-Rivera, who 
grew up in Pawhuska and now 
lives in the Los Angeles area, 
said she enjoys attending the 
UOSC meetings “because I 
want to hear about what’s go-
ing on at home.”

Jennifer Brollier Johnson, 
of San Diego, said the UOSC 
events are “the connection 
to be with my family and my 
people. I love the feeling that 
it gives me, the feeling of be-
ing home and a strong connec-
tion to my culture. Also, it is 
a great way to keep informed 
of what is going on back home 
and the issues I voted on and 
the people I voted into Con-
gress.”

Kathleen Pickett said she 
has been coming to UOSC 
meetings for years and those 
meetings date back to her par-
ents time when her family left 
Oklahoma in the 1950s. “The 
UOSC is like a family and this 
was a family reunion of family 
and friends, It also brings fam-
ily and friends from Oklahoma 
to help us re-connect with our 
tribe,” she said.

On March 7, over 80 Osages 
and their families gathered at 
the Carlsbad Senior Center 

UOSC meeting in two years. 

under new co-leadership with 
Osages Greg Clavier and Jake 

That day, Osages from Cali-
fornia and Arizona congregat-

who were guest speakers at 
the event. They included Prin-
cipal Chief Geoffrey Standing 
Bear and Congressional mem-
bers Speaker Maria White-
horn, Archie Mason, Shannon 
Edwards, John Maker, Alice 
Buffalohead, Angela Pratt and 
Otto Hamilton.

Wah-zha-Zhi Cultural Cen-
ter Director Vann Bighorse 
also attended and provided 
opening prayer for the day-
long event. He later delivered a 
presentation on the Osage In-
Lon-Schka ceremonial dances 
with Hamilton also speaking 
about the three-district dances 
that are held each June.

Clavier said he was pleased 
with the March 7 turnout and 
said he believes “it is impor-
tant to carry on the tradition 
of the UOSC, providing qual-
ity programs and an opportu-
nity for Southern California 
Osages to connect with our 

leaders, family and friends and 
be educated on our wonderful, 
unique culture & traditions.” 

Greg Clavier is the next gen-
eration of his family to oversee 
the UOSC gatherings with his 
father, Galen Clavier, serving 
as UOSC chairman in earlier 
years. Galen Clavier served 
as chairman for over 20 years 
and said the earlier gatherings 
included annual picnics with 
traditional Osage foods along 
with fellowship among earlier 
Osage generations who relo-
cated to California and raised 

their families out west. “Many 
of the elders of that time have 
passed away, so I am glad 
their offspring attending the 
meeting,” Clavier said.

son of former UOSC Chair-
man Bill Myers, attended 
with his parents as he’s done 
in years past. Myers said he is 
interested in more web-based 
Osage language opportunities 
to learn the language. 

Greg Clavier said the UOSC 
plans to take advantage of the 
ON regional gathering fund to 
offset the costs of future meet-
ings. He said this funding op-
portunity would help relieve 
the costs of reserving a venue 
and food costs. As a result, 
Clavier the UOSC will no lon-
ger need to charge member-
ship dues and to rely on the 

meeting, which raised money 
from ticket sales for the meet-
ing costs during past meetings.    

-
dent, said plans for a fall 
gathering of the UOSC will be 
made and that meeting will 
take place in the Los Angeles 
area. Plans for alternating the 
meeting locations will mean 

hassles – for L.A. metro resi-
dents like Glenn-Rivera, who 
said one-way travel time to the 
Carlsbad meeting was three 
hours for her.

ON government update

gathering as Principal Chief, 
Standing Bear described his 

ON Congress as one that is 
“working hand-in-hand” to-
gether. He shared statistical 
and government budget infor-
mation in his presentation on 
the tribe’s operations.

“We’re getting a lot accom-
plished in a short amount 
of time with very limited re-
sources,” Standing Bear said. 
“Working together is absolute-

-
selves in that way.” 

Standing Bear said the Na-
tion is functioning within a 
budget parameter of $40 mil-
lion to $42 million in tribal 
gaming revenue per year and 
said the Nation will continue 
functioning at that level “to 

of the Tulsa (Osage) Casino – 
our biggest money maker.”

“We agree with the casino 
management and (Gaming En-
terprise) board that we need to 
stay within those parameters 

of the Tulsa (Osage) Casino 
– our biggest money maker… 
We’re not sure how long we’re 
going to be capped, we’re try-
ing to make it as brief as pos-
sible,” Standing Bear said. The 
ON Congress typically sets the 

-

ahead of the fall Tzi-Zho Ses-
sion when it sets the forth-

governmental operations. The 
24-day spring Hun-Kah Ses-
sion starts March 30.

The tribal revenue from 
gaming – as well as bank ac-

count interest and Tax Com-
mission revenue including 
tobacco taxes and tribal tags 
for personal and commercial 
vehicles – is separate from the 
federal and state grant fund-
ing awarded to the Nation for 
departments and programs 
who apply for those funds to 
support their respective opera-
tions (i.e. Roads Department, 
WIC, Housing, etc.). Standing 
Bear said the Nation currently 
receives just over $19 million 
in grants per year.

Standing Bear said the Na-
tion’s $30 million in the per-
manent fund remains two 
years after its establishment 
by Osage law. “What we do 
with that money is fund our 
priorities. We have the priori-
ties, of course, of the education 
scholarship fund,” he said, 
adding 2,780 Osages are par-
ticipating in the scholarship 

Other priorities for Osages 
include the Nation’s health 

burial assistance fund, which 
is administered by ON Con-
stituent Services, Standing 
Bear said.

According to recent statisti-
cal data, Standing Bear said 
about 3,000 Osages live in 

is currenly about 19,000 total 
-

es in Oklahoma outside Osage 
County.

Ongoing work includes ef-
forts to save the Osage lan-
guage, Standing Bear said, 

technology opportunities and 
he’s reached out to other tribes 
including Omaha regarding 
their language programs.

“We’re going to concen-
trate on the children,” Stand-
ing Bear said, adding efforts 
are under way to explore an 
Osage language immersion 
program for children. “There’s 
only 19,000 of us, we’re not 
that many so we can take care 
of each other so let’s take the 
resources we’ve got, use them 
properly and plan for our fu-
ture for all of us.”

told the attendees: “I want to 
encourage each and every one 
of you: If you have a skill or 
a passion or something that’s 
a matter of expertise – some-

our people, please make sure 

express your interest and de-
sire to engage because it’s that 
passion and that drive you 
have as Osages that makes our 
Nation better.”  

Congressional Speaker 
Maria Whitehorn said the 
Congress is preparing for the 
Hun-Kah Session. She also 
told the attendees she wanted 
to discuss the topic of juris-
diction issues because she is 
planning to introduce a Con-

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

United Osages of Southern California co-chairman Greg Clavier and his 
nephew Cody Clavier smile for the camera at the March 7 UOSC spring 
gathering held in Carlsbad.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

West Coast area Osage constituents and their families listen to Osage Nation government o!cials speak at the 
March 7 United Osages of Southern California meeting in Carlsbad.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Osage Nation Principal Chief Geo"rey Standing Bear (right) visits with attendees of the United Osages of South-
ern California meeting held March 7.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Former United Osages of Southern California chairman Bill Myers is recognized for his years of service in orga-
nizing the regional Osage gatherings. Incoming UOSC co-chairs Jake Heflin (rear, middle) and Greg Clavier (at 
podium) present Myers with a blanket in honoring him.

See UOSC
—Continued  on Page 6
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stitutional amendment during 
session which will change the 
language regarding the pun-
ishments the Nation (via the 
Judicial Branch court system) 
may issue in cases. 

The current constitutional 
language says the Nation may 
prosecute people by send-
ing them to jail for up to one 
year and/ or impose a $5,000 

-
ance with what the Tribal Law 
and Order Act of 2010 states,” 
Whitehorn said. She said the 
Violence Against Women Act 
law requires tribes to comply 
with the tribal law and order 
act, which prompted her pro-
posed resolution that will be 
up for consideration. 

Whitehorn said her pro-
posed amendment seeks to 
amend the constitution stating 
the Nation will prosecute of-
fenders, stating “we will pros-
ecute whatever federal law 
allows.”

Buffalohead said she is 
working on legislation, which 
would set into law an updated 
Osage preference hiring to in-
clude hiring non-Osages who 
have Osage spouses and have 
legal custody to raise Osage 
children.  

Maker said he hopes the Na-
tion can increase the scholar-
ship program in future because 
he believes it’s important to 
help get Osages educated. A 
former ON language teacher, 
Maker also took questions 
from the attendees regarding 
culture.

Attendee Amanda Best said 
she appreciates her Osage her-

she wants more opportunities 
to learn about Osage language 
and culture even though re-
location to Oklahoma isn’t an 
option for her.  

Maker echoed Standing 
Bear’s comments that the Na-
tion is looking for ways to keep 
Osage culture preserved. “We 
want all of our people to have 
access to all of our culture, our 
language – it’s so critical for 
us to keep our culture and it’s 
also in our Constitution, we 
swore an oath to preserve it,” 
Maker said.

Past UOSC o!cers honored
The meeting was also dedi-

cated to former UOSC secre-
tary Mary “Shelley” Sloan who 
passed away last November. A 
regular attendee at UOSC and 
Northern California Osage 
meetings in recent years, 
Sloan was a former UOSC sec-
retary. 

Also on March, 7, Clavier 

UOSC Chairman Bill Myers 
and his wife Charlene Myers 
for their longtime efforts in or-
ganizing the meetings.  

“The honoring which was 
bestowed upon me was an un-
expected pleasure.  Greg and 
Jake are a class act,” Myers 
said. “Having served as Chair-
man of the UOSC for 6 years 
(2008 to 2014) was an honor. I 
am very thankful for the guid-
ance received from the Cla-
viers, especially Mrs. Rachel 
Clavier. Having had the chance 
to have individual contact with 
many Osages was also a high-
light. It is so important to keep 
that personal connection with 
our Osage leaders and our 
Osage culture. The only regret 
is not having more hands on 
crafts for the UOSC members. 
Bead and ribbon work, mocca-

are some examples.
Myers stepped down from 

the chairman post last year 
for health reasons and visited 

transferring leadership. “Un-
der Jake and Greg’s leader-
ship the club will reach more 
California Osages than ever 
before. They are well connect-
ed, highly skilled and devoted 
to the Osage culture. The club 
will enjoy great success under 
their leadership,” he said.

UOSC
–from Page 5
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See LEGISLATION
—Continued  on Page 19

See MCKINNEY
—Continued  on Page 13

Osage County 
Commissioner 
wants to make 
Osage County 
the best it can be

 
Tara Madden
Osage News

Darren McKinney (Osage) 
has been the District three 
Osage County Commissioner 
for two years. He is currently 
serving four more years and 
when his term is up he plans 
to run again. 

McKinney has 20 years ex-
perience working for the coun-
ty. He began his career with 
the county at the age of 16, 
working for a cedar program 
in the summer and then back 
the next summer on contract, 
which paid a little better, he 
said. Upon graduating High 
School he started full time 
with the county. He worked 
there for 10 years, took a brief 
break, and has been back with 
county for another 10 years. 

“When it was time for a 
new Commissioner two years 
ago I thought why not me? 
I had worked under Charlie 
Tallchief, Jess Ballard and 
Jim Clark and felt I could do 
the job,” McKinney said. 

McKinney likes to get out 
and talk to the people living in 
the area. He encourages them 
to call so he can help them. He 
is accessible 24 hours a day and 
always has his phone ready. 
He said his phone is never off 
in case someone needs to reach 
him, even if it’s a complaint.

If someone calls and their 
road has a pothole, he said he 
tries to get a crew out as soon 

He has taken classes at 
the OSU extension for county 
government as well as taken 
classes on open meetings. He 
said he is still learning stuff 
daily and always talks to 
people with respect and has 
learned to be more responsible 
for his actions since coming 

“I think he is a good commis-
sioner, he works hard at it,” 
said Osage County Commis-
sioner Bob Jackson of district 
one. 

The responsibilities of a 
county commissioner reach 
farther than roads alone. They 
sit on a board of commission-
ers that oversee areas of nutri-
tion, emergency management 
and safety as well as county 
roads. The board has to ap-
prove everything concerning 
the county. 

The Commissioner is an 
elected position and most peo-
ple think roadwork is the most 
important part of a commis-
sioner’s job, he said. Tending 
to roads are a very small por-
tion of what a commissioner’s 
job entails. The county gets 
a set amount of money each 
month that goes up or down 
depending on production and 
county taxes.

The county built the chapels 
in the Grayhorse and Hominy 
villages, he said. They are cur-

Darren McKinney
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April 18th is the
deadline for all submissions 

for the May issue of the

Mark it on your calendars!

www.osagenews.org
619 Kihekah • Pawhuska, OK 74056

RULING
–from Page 1

CASA
–from Page 4

Appellants in the case have long argued the minerals estate and council are 
still governed by the 1906 Act and the 2006 election was illegal because it violated 
federal law.  

The appellants are former Principal Chief Charles Tillman, former Osage Min-
erals Councilman Dudley Whitehorn, Joanna Barbara, R.E. Yarbrough, John 
Johnson, Joe Hall and Cody Tucker. The late Cora Jean Jech was initially named 
as an appellant in the case but died in 2012.  

The plaintiffs believe the Osage Constitution, enacted in 2006, violates federal 
law and their rights as headright owners “by impermissibly asserting owner-
ship and control over the mineral estate.” The 1906 Act form of government was 
prescribed to the tribe by the U.S. government and was the former Osage Tribal 
Council, made up of a chief, assistant chief and eight council members. 

According to the ruling, in 2008 Tillman asked the BIA to hold an election to 
resurrect the 1906 Act Council, which had dissolved after the Constitution was 

same request and the Assistant Secretary of Indian Affairs declared the Consti-
tution “upholds the intent and direction of the Congress” and that “BIA will take 
no further actions [on] this issue since it is an internal tribal matter that is best 
addressed [in] the proper tribal forum.” 

The appellants then appealed to the BIA Regional Director for a new election 
and the Regional Director rejected the “demand” and said the appellants lacked 

90 regulations “were effectively superseded and rendered irrelevant by the Reaf-

Interior Board of Appeals within the U.S. Department of Interior said it would 
not go against the Regional Director and it would uphold the decision. If the ap-

The Constitution was approved by 66.64 percent of the 2,182 Osages who vot-
ed, which included headright owners. 

To read the full decision, visit http://static.osagenews.org.s3.amazonaws.com/
cms_page_media/43/BIA_MineralEstateDecision%20032715%20.pdf 

those volunteers are responsible for reporting to judges in those cases regarding 
the best interests of the children.

Other attending Osage individuals and entities included outgoing Attorney 
General Jeff Jones, ON Trial Court Chief Judge Marvin Stepson, past-volun-
teers/ supporters Ryan Red Corn, Scott Lohah, Wendy Ponca, Anthony Webb, Ted 
Moore and Terry Mason Moore, who is the current chairwoman of the Pawnee/ 
Osage CASA Advisory Board. 

Red Corn, Ponca and Ted Moore are artists who decorated birdhouses for CA-
SA’s annual birdhouse auction that raises funds for the CASA program opera-

in need of CASA volunteers to work with children in both tribal and county court 
cases.

CASA volunteers must be at least 21 years old, have good communication 
skills, provide references and pass criminal background checks. CASA volunteers 
get at least 30 hours of training plus 10 more training hours on tribal and cul-
tural issues. 

or e-mail at helen@pawneecasa.org. The national CASA Web site is at www.casa-
forchildren.org
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J
oseph “Joe” 
Bates, 87, shared 
his memories of 
I n - L o n - S c h k a 
with the Osage 
News, his time on 
the Osage Tribal 

Council, his memories of his 
father and his love for his late 
wife Colleen, whom he was 
married to for 50 years. He 
was born in Longmont, Colo., 
to Joseph and May Hinkle 
Bates. His grandparents were 
Joseph and Elizabeth Bates of 
the Grayhorse District and he 
is the great-great grandson of 
Governor Joe. He grew up on 
a farm and went to school at 
the Ponca Military Academy. 
He has three daughters, Tere-
sa Rutherford, Stacey Laskey 
and the late Leana Bates. He 
has seven granddaughters and 
seven great-granddaughters, 
“aren’t I lucky?” he said smil-
ing. He worked as a farmer 
and a crop adjuster during his 
lifetime and he is of the Ea-
gle Clan from the Grayhorse 
District. He also served from 
1986-1994 on the 27th and 
28th Osage Tribal Councils.

Osage News: What would 
you say are your major values 
and principles you live by?

Joe Bates: “Being very 
proud of my heritage and 
proud of my Osage blood.”

ON: How has the Osage Na-
tion evolved in your lifetime?

JB: 
and I am not saying for the 
good either.”

ON: What do you think the 
Osage of your youth would 
think about the new govern-
ment?

JB: “I am not proud of it. I 
don’t know. I don’t get to talk 
to many Osages living over in 
Ponca City.”

Osage
Elders
S E R I E S

�
TARA MADDEN / OSAGE NEWS

 
ON: What are the differenc-

es in the In-Lon-Schka today 
from when you were young? 
Do you like the changes?

JB: “There has been so 
many changes I can’t hardly 
stand it.” 

ON: What District are you 
from? What is your Osage 
name and when did you start 
dancing at the In-Lon-Schka?

JB: “Grayhorse, Koh^.se 
Tsa Moie. I don’t know the age 
but the year was 1959.”

ON: What is your favorite 
thing about the In-Lon-Schka 
and why?

JB: “At the time the way it 
was run. Things have changed 
throughout the years, it was 
very strict and I liked it.” 

ON: What is your favorite 

JB: “Corn and kidney 
beans.”

ON: What was the happiest 
moment of your life?

JB: “My three daughters 
and when they were born.”

 
ON: What are you most 

proud of? 
JB: “My grandchildren and 

how they are following the In-
dian way.”

ON: What is your earliest 
memory? 

JB: “I was about four-years-
old and I was out with my dad 
in the farmyard, he said some-
thing to me and I said a bad 
word and took off running and 
the next thing I knew I was 
running in the air, he had me 
by the shirt.” 

 
ON: How would you like to 

be remembered?

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Joseph “Joe” Bates, 87, Osage Elder from the Grayhorse District. 

Courtesy Photo

With granddaughters Jennifer Swords, Brooke Tankersley, Erin Loughridge, Joseph Bates, 
Katy Laskey, Heather Laskey, Tiana Aucion, Jessica Rodgers.

JB: “When I was on the trib-
al council for two [terms].”

ON: What would you tell 
your 20-year-old self?

JB: “It’s been a great life.” 

ON: Were you on an In-Lon-
Scka committee?

JB: “Yes, I was a tail  
dancer.”

ON: Do you have a memo-
rable moment of the In-Lon-
Scka?

JB: “I was kind of tired and 
the dance had started. Jack 
Stuart was the whip man and 
he came around and seen me 
sitting there and took his whip 
and caught me on the legs and 
I never sat down anymore af-
ter that!”

 
ON: When you were on the 

tribal council what are some of 
the things you remember?

JB: “It was learning more 
about the tribe and things 
would come up and we had 
to vote on and some things 
I wouldn’t vote on because I 

Courtesy Photo

Joe Bates dressed in his Osage clothes around the 
age of 3 or 4 years old. 

Courtesy Photo

Senior photo from the Ponca Military Academy.

Courtesy Photo

Grayhorse In-Lon-Schka with granddaughter Jennifer Swords.

didn’t like them. I enjoyed be-
ing on the tribal council.” 

ON: Now that you’re retired 
what do you think about as you 
spend your days. Do you think 
about your wife? Children? 

JB: “It was hard, we were 
married 50 years when she 
passed away. You can’t let a 
day go by without remember-
ing. It is kind of a lonely life 
living by yourself, but I did it.”

 
ON: What advice would you 

give Osage Children?
JB: “To participate in the 

Osage way, but it doesn’t al-
ways happen that way. I talk 
to them once in a while and tell 

them they should be involved 
in the In-Lon-Schka.”

 
ON: What do you remem-

ber about the Ponca Military 
Academy?

JB: I thought it was won-
derful because on the farm 
there wasn’t anybody to play 
with. I was real glad to go to 
the military school it was very 
enjoyable. I graduated as a 

and Ponca City. Today they 
still have a reunion, it is not a 

See ELDERS
—Continued  on Page 14
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Osage dignitaries 
share what 
sovereignty’
means to them
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The concept of “sovereignty” took 
center stage this week as several Osage 
dignitaries shared their thoughts on 
what sovereignty means to them as 
part of the 2015 Osage Sovereignty 
Celebration.

Since 2006, the reformed Osage 
government has observed Sovereignty 
Day each year in recognizing the rati-

March 11, 2006, Osage voters went to 
the election poll and the majority vot-
ed in favor of the constitution, which 

swear an oath to protect when they are 

Principal Chief Geoffrey Stand-
ing Bear and other Osage dignitaries 
shared speeches on the concept of sov-
ereignty on March 11 of this year in the 
Congressional Chambers as part of the 
Sovereignty Celebration kickoff.

Standing Bear previous served as As-
sistant Principal Chief in the 1990s un-
der the former Osage government. He 
noted the differences in tribal govern-
ment inaugurations when he took oath 
as assistant principal chief in 1990 and 
as Principal Chief last year with the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs absent from 
involvement in the latter oath.

See more
Sovereignty Day,

pages 11-12
In 1990, Standing Bear recalled the 

BIA superintendent at the time admin-
istered an oath “that the federal em-

take … No where in that oath is ‘Osage 
people,’ no where in there is anything 
about us,” he said. “I’m sure you’ll join 
me in appreciating all the work and 
perseverance it took for all the people 
back then – all your relatives – to get to 
this far… But now, when I was elected 
your chief, I swear an oath to you and 
to all of us.”

Standing Bear said sovereignty 
means to him: “We take care of each 
other, we take care of our lands, we 
take care of our culture and our lan-
guage – for me, that’s sovereignty... It’s 
a big honor and I will do my best to con-
tinue to persevere for our children and 
our future generations like all of you.”

Assistant Principal Chief Raymond 
Red Corn said Osage sovereignty dates 
back generations and recalled Osage 
life 200 years ago when Osages traded 

“for the most part, we took care of our-
selves, and in that process, we helped 
ourselves… and we fed ourselves.” 

Red Corn said sovereignty takes dif-
ferent forms today and one form he’d 
like to see is Osages “once again feed 
ourselves, that is a fundamental right, 
that is a fundamental obligation and 
nothing secures our futures more than 
that ability. We are on the threshold 
of a comprehensive effort to do exactly 
that.”

Red Corn said plans are being made 
to break ground this spring to grow food 
in the Nation-owned gardens near Bird 
Creek in Pawhuska. “We’re going to 
do it in a way that makes our children 
healthier, makes our elders healthier, 
makes us all healthier,” he said.

-
gressional Speaker Maria Whitehorn 
described sovereignty as “an idea put 
into action” and said two types include 
inherent sovereignty and evidence of 
that is “the fact that we are here today” 

-
ing the U.S. government. “But I know 
in my heart that if that government 
would cease and not exist anymore, the 
Osage people will still be a sovereign 
people,” she said. 

The other type Whitehorn men-

tioned is “political sovereignty” not-
ing the Osage is a federally recognized 
tribe with a treaty signed with the U.S. 

I have a say, I have to read, I have to 
have the knowledge and then I have 
to understand what I read and then I 
have to make decisions as your elected 

from all my knowledge to make deci-

Whitehorn said.
ON Supreme Court Chief Justice 

Meredith Drent, who leads the Judicial 
Branch, described sovereignty as “the 
Nation’s expression of its people’s val-

our politics, priorities and in our views.” 
She said sovereignty also shows in “the 
way we govern our resources, how we 
manage our assets, how we raise our 
children, care for our elders and our 
sick, how we honor those who came be-
fore us and remember those who have 
passed.”

Drent said “sovereignty is a moving 
target, we must move with it as the 
rest of the world changes” and: “sov-
ereignty is our way to show the world 
we are here, we have a voice, we have 
strength, we learn, we grow and we 
change, we have a place in this commu-
nity, in this county and this country, in 
this state and the world at-large.”

Vince Logan, who is the Special Trust-
ee for American Indians under the 
Department of Interior, appeared as a 
guest speaker for the event. Logan (an 
Osage from the Hominy District) re-

U.S. Senate last year. As Special Trust-
ee, Logan is responsible for managing 
American Indian trust funds, which to-
taled $4.6 billion as of 2014.

Logan said he was visiting and 
speaking in his individual capacity at 
the event. He said he encourages Osage 

to seek advanced college degrees and 
higher education opportunities to build 
up the Nation’s “internal capacities 
and internal capabilities” in exercising 
sovereignty.

invited a guest youth speaker to the 
event. Erin Casoose, who is the current 
Hominy JOM Princess and a Hominy 
High School senior is this year’s se-
lected speaker. Dressed in traditional 
Osage dance clothes, Casoose said she 
feels honored to represent the Hominy 
JOM program and is waiting to hear 
back from colleges she applied to before 
deciding on where she’ll go after gradu-
ating in May. Casoose added she feels 
fortunate to be raised in the Osage 
Nation where she’s learned about the 
culture, dances and said she knows ex-
actly where she comes from.

To her, Casoose said sovereignty 
means “culture, community and fam-
ily.”

Court Chief Judge Marvin Stepson and 

also expressed their thoughts on sover-
eignty. Those Congress members who 
also spoke were Dr. Ron Shaw, William 
“Kugee” Supernaw, RJ Walker and 
James Norris. Congresswoman Shan-
non Edwards was absent that day, but 
a portion of her recorded speech was 
played during the March 11 event. Ed-
wards delivered her sovereignty speech 
at the March 7 United Osages of South-
ern California meeting in Carlsbad.

The Sovereignty Celebration events 
of the week included ON government 

centers to read storybooks to the chil-

elders at the Title IV senior services 

event and Sovereignty Celebration 
powwow dance held at the Osage Coun-

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Osage Nation Principal Chief Geo"rey Standing Bear speaks during the March 11 Osage 
Sovereignty Celebration. That day, he and other government o!cials spoke on what sover-
eignty means to them.
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BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Osage Nation Congressional Speaker Maria Whitehorn cuts cake served at the Osage Sover-
eignty Celebration on March 11 following speeches delivered by ON o!cials on what sover-
eignty means to them.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Erin Casoose is the Osage youth speaker who delivered a speech on sovereignty during the 
March 11 Osage Sovereignty Celebration event held in Pawhuska. She joined other gov-
ernment o!cials who spoke on sovereignty that day. Casoose attends Hominy High School 
where she is a senior and she is the current Hominy JOM Princess.
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BENNY POLACCA/ Osage News

Osages and community members participate in the 2015 Osage Sovereignty run/walk event.

Sovereignty 
Day 2015

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Tiny Tot contest participant line up 
to receive their prize at the 2015 
Osage Nation Sovereignty Cele-
bration Dance at the Osage County 
Fairgrounds on March 14.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Head Singer Scott George leads the song during the 2015 Osage Sovereignty Day celebration.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Head Lady Dancer, Jodie Revard, leads her special at the 2015 Osage Nation Sovereignty Cel-
ebration Dance at the Osage County Fairgrounds on March 14.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Osage Nation Princess Katelyn Pipestem leads the princesses in the Parade In at the 2015 
Osage Nation Sovereignty Day Celebration Dance at the Osage County Fairgrounds on March 
14. Royalty dancing behind her is Leah Waller, Alyssa Hamilton, Dava Daylight and Erin Ca-
soose. 

!e word ‘Courteous’ 
wins Osage County 
Spelling Bee 

 
Tara Madden
Osage News

Davyn Hinman stud-
ied with her father every 
weekend for six weeks 
for the Osage County 
Spelling Bee.

“I was nrvous but with 
my family and friends 
support I got over it and 
tried my hardest,” she 
said. 

The day of the Bee she 

two spellers. The word 
was “Surveillance” and 
her opponent misspelled 
it. She spelled it right. 
She knew if she spelled 
the next word correctly, 
she would be the cham-
pion. The word was “Courteous.” A little nervous, she took a deep breath 
and spelled it right. Davyn Hinman, 13-year-old seventh grader from 
Hominy, had won the Osage County Spelling Bee. 

Her mom and dad both said she wasn’t afraid of any words, however 
after a boy misspelled the word “Seminary” she was glad she didn’t get 
that word because she didn’t know what it was. 

“We practiced with her practice words and then we picked words out 
of the dictionary and did pop quizzes and mini spelling bee’s. We worked 
about 30 minutes a day but she was constantly practicing,” said her 
father Dave Hinman. “I would think of a word randomly and ask her 
throughout the day and she would spell them.” 

On March 11, the Osage County Interlocal Cooperative in Hominy 
held the Championship Spelling Bee. There were 28 participants from 
Osage County schools: Barnsdall, Bowring, Hominy, McCord, Osage 
Hills, Pawhuska, Shidler, Woodland and Wynona. The Spelling Bee was 
open to 3rd through 8th grades from Osage County. Each school had a 
spelling bee and the winner and runner up were sent to compete in the 
Osage County Spelling Bee. 

Three judges monitor and judge the contest, one pronounces the word, 
-

pants. The third judge helps listen to the spellers to make sure the words 
are spelled correctly.  

The winner is chosen by rounds and continues until there are only two 
remaining spellers left to compete. 

“The Osage County Interlocal has been sponsoring the Spelling Bee for 
the past eight years. We ask the schools to take turns being co-sponsor 
and purchasing the winner and runner up plaques,” said Debbie Bennett 
from the Osage County Interlocal Cooperative program. “Every partici-

Davyn attends Hominy Middle School and participates in Basketball, 
Softball and is a Middle School Cheerleader. She also participates in 
the June In-Lon-Scka with her family and is a member of the Zon-Zo-
Li’n district. She is also the outgoing Osage Nation Prevention Programs 
2014-2015 Youth Powwow Princess. She gave up her crown on March 28. 

“Davyn has always done well academically and actually made it to the 
county spelling bee once before,” said her mother Stephanie Davis. “She 
always tries hard and gives more than 100 percent in everything she 
does. It is so amazing to watch her reach for and accomplish what she 
sets her mind to. She truly makes me a very proud mom.” 

She is the daughter of Stephanie Davis and Dave Hinman, both of 

Davis and Karen Carter of Hominy. Her paternal grandparents are 
Hope Hinman and the late Dave Hinman Sr. of Havasu Lake, Calif. 

Davyn is a member of the Osage Nation, Pawnee, Chemehuevi, Win-
nebago and Omaha tribes. 

Courtesy Photo/Hominy Middle School

Osage County Spelling Bee Champion Davyn Hinman 
(left) stands with Melvina Prather and the runner up.

Courtesy Photo/Hominy Middle School

Participants in the Osage County Spelling Bee on March 11 at the Osage County 
Interlocal Cooperative in Hominy.
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Courtesy Photo

Footage from the OETA-TV documentary series Native Oklahoma fea-
tures Franklin McKinley, U.S. Navy 1969-1975. 

Osage Vietnam War 
veterans featured in 
OETA series this month
Osage News

Osage Vietnam War-era military veterans are featured in the 
OETA-TV documentary series Native Oklahoma that will be 
aired on Oklahoma’s PBS stations.

In late 2014, the Oklahoma Educational Television Authority 
(OETA) approached several Oklahoma tribes, including Osage, 

life but also Native American Vietnam Veterans.
The episode is scheduled to air Thursday April 2 at 7:30 p.m. 

on OETA stations. Additional broadcasts will be on Monday, 

In a news release, Dan Schiedel, OETA Executive Director/
GM, describes the episode stating: “Our primary focus is on how 
different tribes prepare their service men and women/ warriors, 
send them off, welcome them home, help them readjust to civil-
ian life, and how they honor them.”

Osage and six other tribes were contacted requesting partici-
pation. Those tribes are Arapaho, Cheyenne, Cherokee, Choc-
taw, Comanche and Muscogee (Creek).

The Osage video submission is just over eight minutes long 
and was produced by Buffalo Nickel (Osage-owned) with words 

-
hunkashey and Ted Hazelbaker. Also interviewed were Scott 
George, head singer for the Grayhorse War Mothers Soldier 

-
liams.

Ryan Red Corn is the co-founder and art director for Pawhus-
ka-based Buffalo Nickel, which prepared the video submission 
for the Osage Nation. He also serves on the Pawhuska Indian 

The eight-minute video clip is available for viewing on-
line at Buffalo Nickel’s “buffalopowered” YouTube channel 
page. The video link address is: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=RHC4xscP-Ho

are at: www.oeta.tv/home/  

Benny Polacca
Osage News

Osage Limited Liability Company (LLC).

Waypoint Private Capital, will serve as LLC CEO for a 
one-year contract period, the Osage LLC Board of Direc-
tors said in an April 1 statement.

time in 2014 focused on implementing cost-saving mea-
-

able subsidiaries,” Parris said in the statement. “Having 
completed that task, we are now focused on creating new 

LLC. The LLC is continuing to develop strategies and to 
implement policies that will lead to a successful future 
for the company. (Holder’s) many years of business ex-

forward to having him on board.”
In June 2014, the LLC board hired Holder part-time to 

provide the LLC with advisory services after former CEO 
Carol Leese’s resignation, Parris said in early March. 
Holder worked with Kim Noble, who previously served 
as executive assistant to Leese. After Leese’s departure, 
Noble served as interim CEO as a hiring search began for 
a permanent CEO. 

in Oklahoma, has 34 years of experience split between 

managing operating companies, according to the LLC 
statement. Holder spent 10 years with Coopers & Ly-
brand, serving large and middle market clients across 

COO and President of companies in manufacturing and 

software development. In 2004, Holder returned to his 
passion of serving entrepreneurs and helping them build 
lasting value in their companies. Since that time, he has 
focused his efforts on deal structure for mergers and ac-
quisitions and business expansions, on raising debt and 
equity capital for growth and restructuring purposes, and 
assisting clients in optimizing enterprise value, and with 
the purchase or sale of their business.

 

Osage LLC board 
hires CEO

See CEO
—Continued  on Page 14

Josephine HorseChief receives 2nd 
Runner Up in Miss Santa Fe pageant 
Tara Madden 
Osage News

Josephine “JoJo” HorseChief 
has wanted to run for the Miss 

two years. This year she ran 
and received 2nd Runner Up.  

The pageant, which was 
held at the Teatro Paraguas 

28, required contestants to 
meet character requirements, 
be in reasonably good health 

throughout the year. Each 
contestant had to raise $100 
for the Children’s Miracle Net-
work to enter and had to be be-
tween 17-24 years of age. The 
contestants showcased their 
talents, knowledge of their 
platforms and other criteria. 

“This isn’t my last pageant, 
I will get a crown this year 
and keep my platform going 
strong!” she said.

HorseChief’s platform is to 
raise awareness on the un-
precedented number of Indig-
enous women who are victims 
of rape and sexual assault in 
New Mexico, and throughout 
North and South America. Her 
platform was inspired from 
her mother’s trip to a Violence 
Against Women Act (VAWA) 
conference. The conversation 
inspired her to research and 
learn more about the act. 

“She wants to bring aware-
ness to Natives and non-Na-
tives about the violence and 
sexual assault against women 
and she feels that a social me-
dia campaign message from a 
title winner could make a dif-
ference, even in some small 
way to women everywhere,” 
said her mother, Geneva 
HorseChief-Hamilton.

“I am so grateful and happy 
that I have this amazing op-
portunity to make something 
out of myself. With all the love 
and support from my family it 
has made me the happiest girl 
in the world,” she said. “All of 
my family has been a great 
help for the pageant, especial-
ly my parents.”

Another deciding factor to 

the noticeable lack of Native 
American women in the pag-

the modeling industry. 
This is the second pageant 

that HorseChief has partici-

for Miss Teen Tulsa where she 
received Runner Up for Most 
Photogenic. She was able to 
advance in the competition 
and was scheduled to compete 

time would be too much. 
HorseChief is currently a 

sophomore at the Institute of 
American Indian Arts in San-

-
ematic/Performing Arts. She is 
a 2013 graduate of Pawhuska 
High School. 

She performed an original 
composition of a Jazz mix of 
the movie Star Wars on her 
Alto Saxophone. She has been 
playing the saxophone for six 
years. 

To be pageant ready she 
takes care of her body with a 
clean diet and exercise. 

She is the daughter of Gene-
va HorseChief Hamilton and 
Congressman Otto Hamilton 
of Pawhuska. She has three 
brothers and two sisters. Her 
maternal grandparents are 
Alfred HorseChief who resides 
in Jemez Pueblo, N.M., and 
Deborah Yates who resides in 
Tulsa. Her paternal grandpar-
ents are Rachel and Colbert 
Little Coyote. 

She is Osage, Blackfeet, 
Pawnee, Potawatomi, Chey-
enne and Ponca tribes. 

Courtesy Photo

Josephine “JoJo” HorseChief received 2nd Runner Up in the Miss Santa Fe 
pageant on March 28 at the Teatro Paraguas in Santa Fe, N.M.

Courtesy Photo

HorseChief with her family at the Grayhorse In-Lon-Schka dances last 
year. Osage Congressman Otto Hamilton, her mother Geneva HorseChief-
Hamilton, and her five brothers and sisters.

rently working on roads in the Shell Creek area near 
Sand Springs. Concord and Sand Springs are currently 
the areas in the county that require the most work. Hom-

said. 
When bad weather hits in the winter the county is out 

plowing roads and McKinney is taking calls for people 
who need help. “If people need help I will help them,” he 
said.

“He is a great to work with, he is very understanding 
and really listens to the issues that come up,” said Scott 
Hilton, Osage County Commissioner District two. 

He loves Osage county and its residents. He has lived 

County the best county it can be. He said people should 
understand that tax dollars for roads and other services 
provided by the county has to come from sales within the 
county. That if you go out of the county for purchases, 

McKinney only buys his gas for his vehicle in Osage 
County because he wants his tax dollars to stay within 
the county. 

He said that the other thing that could hurt Osage 
County is the BIA’s plan to shut down production in 
Osage County because part of their monthly and yearly 
formula is based on oil production, which could mean pay 
cuts for many county workers and it will hurt the road 
repairs. 

-
er is from the Hamilton-Strikeaxe family and his father 
is Darrel McKinney. He has three brothers and one half 
sister. 

He and his wife have two daughters. He said in his free 
time he likes to golf and play with his two grandchildren. 
He also has two grandchildren on the way. 

MCKINNEY
–from Page 7
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Wah-Zha-Zhi

LOOKING GLASS

All photos courtesy/Osage Tribal Museum

Robert Morrell 

CORRECTION: In the March 2015 edition of the Osage News, the two boys 
were wrongly identified as Revards. The boys pictured are Andrew and 
Lewis Bighorse. The Osage News regrets the error.

Dorothy McCarthy Lookout

(Back Row) Howard West, Ellen West, Mamie West and Robert Smith. (Front Row) Dan G. West, Johnie Smith and 
Claude Smith

Courtesy Photo

Joseph Bates and May Hinkle Bates with Joe.

class reunion it is a reunion for the academy. I am always the 
oldest one.” (laughs) 

ON: During the dances what does it feel like to dance around 
the drum and what do you miss about it?

JB: “To dance around the drum just gives me a good feeling. 
I always remember it, even though I can’t participate, it will al-
ways be a good memory to me. I have to go out and stand for my 

to know I get to stand out there. It is something that as a kid I 
didn’t really try to participate in and Dad didn’t make me dance 
or anything but I got to dance with him before he passed away 
and I really liked that, it was really something.” 

ELDERS
–from Page 9

CEO
–from Page 13

Holder received his master’s in business degree from 
the University of Arkansas, according to his LinkedIn pro-

Westminster College in Missouri.
In addition to Holder’s hiring, Parris said the LLC board 

ON Congress on April 14 during the Hun-Kah Session’s 
24-day run.

Letters to the Editor 
If you would like to submit a letter to the editor, please mail 

it to the Osage News, Attn.: Shannon Shaw, 619 Kihekah, 
Pawhuska, OK 74056 or send email to sshaw@osagetribe.org. 

Letters must be respectful and informative to the reader, and 
may be edited for grammar, clarity and space.
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Hadlock helps 
lock in second 
Class A State 
Championship 
for Glencoe 
Panthers
Tara Madden
Osage News

Joseph “J.K.” King Hadlock 
is a senior this year at Glen-
coe High School and a starting 
point guard for the Glencoe 
Panthers basketball team. 
This is his second year being a 
Panther and his second time to 
go to the State Championship 
and win. 

Hadlock is a member of 
the Grayhorse In-Lon-Schka 
dance committee and a Pah-
Su-Li’n Water Boy. 

“J.K. moved to Glencoe last 
year and was instrumental 
in our undefeated 29-0 State 
Championship in basketball. 
JK averaged 22 points a game 
for our team that won the 
State Championship again 

J.K .is a great shooter, great 
ball handler, great rebounder 
and a great defender,” said 
Glencoe Head Coach John La-
zenby III. “Without J.K. Glen-
coe would not have won State 
Championships the past two 
seasons. J.K. is also one of the 
top players on our baseball 
team. More importantly J.K. is 
a great young man and it has 
been a privilege to get to know 
him and his family.”

The Panthers played March 
5-7 in the State playoffs and 
played the championship 
game in Oklahoma City at the 

known as “The Big House.”  

Panthers defeated the Beaver 
Dusters with a score of 94-68, 
and the Stuart Hornets with a 
score of 96-62 in the playoffs. 
The Panthers defeated the 

with a score of 64-56 to win the 
Oklahoma Class A Basketball 
Championship game. 

“Going out on the last game 

with a win is a surreal feeling, 
it’s amazing,” Hadlock said. 

Hadlock had four personal 
fouls in the championship 
game and had to be careful not 
to foul out. He said he was get-
ting nervous around half time 
and the coach calmed him 
down and told him he would 

Hadlock was chosen to par-
ticipate in an all-tournament 
team after the Championship 
game. He was one of two cho-
sen from the Glencoe team 
as well as two players from 
Thomas and one from Stuart. 
The All Tournament team is 
made up of the best 5 players 
from the playoffs and Champi-
onship games.

“J.K’s passion for the sport 
and love of the game helped 
him achieve his dream of a 
gold ball. He believed in that 
dream and had the courage 
and strength to pursue his 
life’s goal!” said his mother, 
Chris Hadlock. “With all the 
hard work, his true determina-
tion and his strong belief in his 
teammates, while being apart 
of the team for only two years, 
they not only achieved it once 
but twice.” 

She said her family appre-
ciated the friends and team-
mates that supported him, the 
coaches and the community of 
Glencoe. 

“We are very proud of him 
and the young man he has be-
come,” she said. 

Hadlock is still unsure as to 
what he wants to do after he 
graduates in May but as many 
of the community in Glencoe 
can attest, it will be something 
awe inspiring. 

J.K. is the son of Joby and 
Chris Hadlock. They are mem-
bers of the Sacred Heart Cath-

CHALENE TOEHAY/Osage News

Joseph King “JK” Hadlock led the Glencoe Panthers to a win against the Stuart Hornets at the Oklahoma State 
Fairgrounds Arena on March 6. Wearing number 3, he is also a Water Boy on the Grayhorse In-Lon-Schka Dance 
Committee and one of the Panthers top scorers.

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Grayhorse Water Boy, Joseph “JK” Hadlock, holds the Class A State Cham-
pionship trophy after helping his team the Glencoe Panthers win their 
second consecutive championship. The Panthers beat the Thomas Ter-
riers for the State Championship game at the Jim Norrick Arena at the 
Oklahoma City Fairgrounds. Glencoe won the championship 64-56. 

CHALENE TOEHAY/Osage News

Joseph King “JK” Hadlock led the Glencoe Panthers to a win against the Stuart Hornets at the Oklahoma State 
Fairgrounds Arena on March 6. Wearing number 3, he is also a Water Boy on the Grayhorse In-Lon-Schka Dance 
Committee and one of the Panthers top scorers.

Courtesy Photo

Woodland Basketball Homecoming Court on Jan. 30, 2015. Top Row L to R: Ethan Burns, RayLee Conner, Cy-
ler Barrone (Osage), Queen Shelbi Gordon (Osage), Gavin Kendrick (Osage), Presley Tucker, and Nathan Burns. 
Middle Row L to R: Thomas Wilson (Osage), Emilee Conner, Haylee Irons, and Shafe Mashburn. Bottom Row L to 
R: Rian Covey (Osage), Emma Buford, and Kalon Covey (Osage).
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Osage Nation Burial Assistance
Application Process

• Submit an application within 30 days of 
time of death

• Provide copy of Osage Membership Card 
for deceased individual

• Provide a copy of a death certificate for the  
deceased individual

• Provide a copy of an itemized Funeral 
Home statement of the deceased individual

The application is complete when all pertinent 
documentation is received by this office; once the 
application is complete a letter of approved funds 
and check will be mailed to the funeral home. 
Notice will also be sent to the applicant inform-
ing them of the amount being paid to the funeral 
home.
• Allow 10-14 working days for completed  

application to be processed and a check issued.

For more information, questions,
or concerns please contact the

Osage Nation Constituent Services Office

Osage Nation Constituent Services Office
Attention: W. Jacque Jones, Administrator
621 Grandview • Pawhuska, OK 74056

Phone: (918) 287-5662
Fax: (918) 287-5221 • Fax: (918) 699-5221

Email: jjones@osagetribe.org

OSAGE CULTURE
Wakon Iron

Charles Red Corn

Charles Red Corn
Osage News

I often spent time with 
my Uncle Wakon Iron. He 
always kept a small drum 
by his chair and when near-
ing his front door one could 
hear him singing with the 
drum. I know he had many 
things and many people in 
his life that he cared about. 
Two of those were the Osage 
People and the Osage Bap-
tist Church located north 
of the Pawhuska Indian 
Village, also known as In-
dian Camp. I have always 
thought of him as a sin-
cere and caring person who 
supported those things he 
cared about in a private 
and non-public way.

He was born in 1891 on 
the south bank of Cedar 
Creek, a small stream a few 
miles north of Pawhuska. 
One crosses Cedar Creek 
after turning east, going 
to Bartlesville. It is a per-
fect setting for a camp. The 
site has a natural high rock 
wall on the South and Ce-
dar Creek on the North. 
With a natural artesian 
spring just a few feet from 
the edge of Cedar Creek.

His Osage name was Wa 
ko’n  tia’n, he was the son of 
Wa e’g la’n ka, also known 
as Red Corn.

One evening Uncle Wa-
kon told me of an experi-
ence he had as a young boy 
sitting on a blanket on the 
ground, listening to an old 
Osage Man of Knowledge. 
He and the other young 
boys sat in a semi-circle fac-
ing the Old Man. The Old 
Man placed several small 
sticks, side by side in front 
of himself. The Old Man 
picked up one of them, and 
while holding the stick he 
explained to the boys what 
that stick represented.  

-
plaining the meaning of the 
stick the Old Man laid the 
stick down and picked up 
the next stick and told the 
boys what that stick repre-
sented.  

He said in the one ses-
sion he remembered very 
well the sticks represented 
different Clans in the com-
plex structure of the Osage 
People,

He told me we are a part 
of the Tsi-zhu  Wah-shta-ge 
Clan. He said the Tsi-zhu 
Wah-stah-ge are peaceful 

people.  He thought that is 
why our family has so many 
artists.  

Most Osage families that 
I know of have had elders 
they got to know. I suppose 
some of them, for various 
reasons, did not get to know 
their Elders as well as they 
wanted to know them. Those 
who did know their Elders 
have an appreciation for 
them.  

I, like others who grew 
up in Osage Country, have 
known some older Osages 
who were not closely related, 
and in all of those instances 
those Older Osages treated 
them with a respect they ap-
preciated. I know that was 
my experience. I remember 
as a child being surprised 
at how many of those Older 
Ones remembered my name, 
and who I was.  

Uncle Wakon told me 
and that he and our Grand-
father were full brothers 
and because Grandfather 
was no longer with us that 
Uncle Wakon’s role was to 
take Grandfathers place as 
our Grandfather, and he  
took that responsibility seri-
ously.  

I believe that view of life 
to be the reason those Old-
er Osages knew who I was 
when I was a child, even if I 
did not know who they were. 
Also, I know that is a very 
good way to build a life. 

–––––––––
About the author: 

Charles H. Red Corn, Osage, is 
the author of “A Pipe for Feb-
ruary” and various other pub-
lished works. Red Corn received 
his B.A. in Psychology and his 
Masters of Education Admin-
istration from Penn State. He 
is a veteran of the U.S. Army 
and resides with his wife Jeri in 
Norman, Okla. He is the Osage 
News culture columnist.

Joe Cooper hired as Osage
Casinos Chief Operations O"cer
Benny Polacca
Osage News

TULSA, Okla. – Joe Cooper, 
a long-time Osage Casinos em-
ployee is now Chief Operations 

gaming enterprise.
Cooper (Osage) became in-

terim COO last year following 
a management change-up and 
the casino announced his pro-
motion on March 16. As COO, 
Cooper will report to Byron 
Bighorse, Osage Casinos Chief 

a casino statement.
“Joe brings extensive expe-

rience with Native American 
casino operations, which will 
enhance our ability to provide 
exceptional guest service,” 
Bighorse said. As COO, Coo-
per will be in charge of opera-
tions at all seven Osage Casino 
properties.

According to his LinkedIn 

served as Osage Casino direc-
tor of slot operations/ electron-
ic games for six years. He also 
worked as director of regula-
tory compliance and as a shift 
manager for casino predeces-
sor Osage Million Dollar Elm 
Casino.

A Shidler High School grad-
uate, Cooper attended Okla-
homa State University where 
he earned a bachelor’s degree 
in hotel and restaurant admin-
istration.

Cooper was named interim 
COO in November 2014 in 
wake of a casino management 

shake-up following the res-
ignation of former CEO Neil 
Cornelius and other manager-

COO predecessor Joe Olujic.   
As COO, Cooper will be in 

charge of operations at all sev-
en Osage Casino properties.

More Osages promoted, 
working for the casinos

At the ON Gaming Enter-
prise Board’s March 18 meet-
ing, Osage Casinos Human 
Resources Director Kyle Re-
vard reported another upward 
trend of Osages recently hired 
to work in the casinos. He also 
noted more Osages received 
promotions since the manage-
ment changes.

our turnover (rate) went down 
again almost half a percent, 
so we’re down to 2.2 percent 
turnover,” Revard said. “Our 
Osage recruitment numbers 

-

we saw only two of those were 
entry-level positions, two were 
supervisor positions and one 
was in an executive, which is 
huge.”

Revard reported to the gam-
ing board more hiring informa-
tion on Osages. He noted that 
115 Osages were casino work-
ers in October 2014 and said 
that number increased by 14 
to 129. “And since the change 

nine Osage tribal members 
promoted within the compa-
ny.”

Annual gaming  
report due soon

Also on March 18, it was 
noted the Gaming Enterprise’s 
annual report will be given 
in writing to Principal Chief 
Geoffrey Standing Bear’s of-

prior years, a visual presenta-
tion was given in public with 
invitations to the government 
branches and the public since 
those events were considered 
public meetings of the gaming 
board with a quorum present.

The Osage News is await-
ing a public copy of the annual 
report, which will be prepared 

-
etary information protected 
by Osage law. Check back to 
www.osagenews.org for up-
dates when available.

Joe Cooper

Former ON Child 
Support Services 
worker’s case delayed
Osage News

The Osage Nation Trial 
Court case of the former Osage 
Nation employee accused of 
breaking the Nation’s open 
records and child support en-
forcement laws is continued 
until mid-April.

According to the tribal court 
schedule, the case involving 
defendant Kathleen “Kathy” 
Sherwood is rescheduled for 
April 16. A former ON Child 
Support Services process serv-
er, Sherwood is alleged to have 
violated the Nation’s open re-
cords and child support laws 
50 times when she disclosed 
client information to an ON 
Human Resources grievance 
committee that was meeting 
to consider her appeal regard-

against her. Outgoing ON At-

the case against Sherwood 
following her termination in 
summer 2014. 

Sherwood failed to appear 
at two scheduled court dates 

Jones’s representation in the 

to dismiss the case in Decem-
ber and argued she believed 
she would not get a fair trial 
if Jones represented the Na-
tion and also argued she is 
not subject to the Nation’s ju-
risdiction as a non-Osage and 
non-resident of the Nation/
Osage County.

Jones told the court that 
the Nation is prepared to go 
forward with trial and a sum-
mons was served to Sherwood 
before the case was continued.

-
ary no-shows, presiding Trial 
Court Chief Judge Marvin 
Stepson denied Sherwood’s 
motion to dismiss and sched-
uled a pre-trial date for March 
26, which did not take place 
due to the continuance.
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APRIL 

April 3 
Good Friday –  
Observed Holiday 

April 7 – 9 
8th Annual Preparing  
for the 7th Generation  
Conference 
NCED Conference 
Center and Hotel 
Norman, Oklahoma 
Registration is now open!

contact (405) 271-5170 or 
7thgeneration@post.com 

April 9
April is Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month
A candlelight vigil for all 
victims of sexual assault 
The Gazebo
700 Lynn Ave. 
Pawhuska, Oklahoma 
7:30 p.m. 

contact (918) 287-5419

April 11
Strengthening Native Girls
Traditional Osage  
Cooking and Sewing  
Workshop
Wah-Zha-Zhi  
Cultural Center 
Pawhuska, Oklahoma 

contact (918) 287-5519

April 15
Week of the Young Child 

Pawhuska, Oklahoma 
8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.

contact Katie Swan 
at (918) 287-5377

April 17
Osage Book Club 
The Osage and the 
Invisible World 

Bank Building 
100 W. Main, Suite 211
Pawhuska, Oklahoma  

contact (918) 287-5328

April 18
A Morning Discussion 
with Dr. Garrick Bailey 
Wah-Zha-Zhi  
Cultural Center 
1449 W. Main 
Pawhuska, Oklahoma 

contact (918) 287-5538

April 18
Owasso Area Celebration  
Dance
7th Grade  
Center Gymnasium 
1400 N. Main Street
Owasso, Oklahoma  

contact (918) 822-4899 

April 21
Veteran Affairs Enrollment 
Wah-Zha-Zhe  
Cultural Center 
2129 W. Main
Pawhuska, Oklahoma 

contact (918) 287-9336

April 25
Northern California 
Osage Spring Meeting 
Lucchesi Park –  
Outdoor Picnic
Petaluma, California 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

contact osages@north-
erncaliforniaosage.org 

April 26
Shoot 4 the Sky  
Basketball Camp
Tulsa Shock’s Skylar 
Diggins Hosts Camp
Oral Roberts University  
Aerobics Center
7777 South Lewis Avenue
Tulsa, Oklahoma 

contact skylardiggins-
basketball.com/tulsa/

MAY 

May 1
Honoring Differences and 
Sharing Similarities 
Hosted by Iowa Tribe 
of Oklahoma 
Ioway Travel Plaza
750841 S. Highway 177
Tyron, Oklahoma  

contact (405) 547-2402

May 25 
Memorial Day –  
Observed Holiday 

May 31
Osage Tribal Princess 
Sorority Honor Dance 
Osage County 

Pawhuska, Oklahoma 

contact (918) 637-1624

JUNE
June 4 – 7 

Grayhorse  
In-Lon-Schka Dances

June 11 – 14 
Hominy  
In-Lon-Schka Dances 

June 25 – 28 
Pawhuska 
In-Lon-Schka Dances

JULY 

July 3 
Independence Day – 
Observed Holiday 

July 9 – 12 
2015 National Native 
Media Conference 
Hyatt Regency 
Crystal City 
Washington, D.C. 

visit www.naja.com

SEPTEMBER 

September 7 
Labor Day –  
Observed Holiday 

September 26 
Northern California  
Osage Meeting 
Petaluma Community  
Center 
Petaluma, California 

 
contact osages@north-
erncaliforniaosage.org

OCTOBER 

October 12 
Osage Day –  
Observed Holiday 

NOVEMBER 

November 11 
Veterans Day –  
Observed Holiday 

November 26 – 27
Thanksgiving – 
Observed Holiday 

DECEMBER 
December 24 - 25 –  
Observed Holiday 
Christmas Holiday 

Have an event? Send event 

information to the Osage News, 

Attn.: Shannon Shaw, 619 Ki-

email sshaw@osagenews.org, 

or fax to (918) 287-5563. Make 

sure to include event date, loca-

tion, email and Web address (if 

applicable) and a phone number 

where someone can be contact-

ed for validation if necessary. 

Deadline for the May 2015 issue 

is April 18, 2015.

Save the Date!
–Local Events Calendar

Happy Birthday!
The family of Anya Roan-

horse Brezinski would like to 
wish her a very happy birth-
day. Anya will turn 8 years 
old on April 13th and will cel-
ebrate with friends and family. 
She is the daughter of Addie 
Roanhorse and the niece of 
Dante Halleck and the grand-
daughter of the late Gina Gray 
and Dan Halleck. Her family 
loves her very much and wish-
es her all the best. 

Congratulations!
Evalyn Ruth Shackelford 

was born at 5:22 p.m. on 
March 17 in Tulsa at the Spe-
cial Delivery Birth Center and 
weighed 8 lbs 7 oz and was 21 
inches long. Welcome into this 
world darling girl. She is the 
daughter of Anthony and Amy 
Shackelford and the grand-
daughter of Romaine and Ruth 
Mae Shackelford and Paul 
Yates and Cheryl Yates. 

Anya Brezinski Evalyn Schackelford
See NEWS IN BRIEF

—Continued On Page 19

Courtesy Photo

Vada and Vin Cass.

Congratulations!
Vin and Vada Cass participated in the Osage County 4H and 

Grand Champion Market and Grand Champion Market Hog. 
Vada won Reserve Grand Champion Market Hog and both 
brought home ribbons for goats and bunnies and Guineas. Love 
Mom and Dad (Newton and Kim Cass).

AICC scholarship  
applications due April 5

The American Indian 
Chamber of Commerce-OKC 
Chapter is currently taking 
applications for a $500 High 
School scholarship. This is for 
high school graduating seniors 
and others who have or will 

2015.  
The AICC will award three 

$500 scholarships. One to a 
male student, a female stu-
dent and one for community 
involvement. 

Applicants must be en-
rolled in a federally recognized 

A 500-word essay and high 
school transcript or GED is 
also required.  

Deadline for submissions is 
April 5. 

aiccoscholarship@gmail.com.

Constituent Services 
hours extended

The Osage Nation Constitu-
-

tending its business hours. 
The Constituent Services 

is now open from 7:30 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. and will be on call 
24 hours a day, seven days a 

-
al assistance and can connect 

Osage tribal members with 
the appropriate department 
or personnel to address their 
situation. 

Jacque Jones, director of 
Constituent Services, said the 
number for after hours and 
weekend calls are meant for 
emergencies.  

News in Brief

Courtesy Photo/Osage Nation Communications

Larry Thrash, Strategy Center President, and Osage Nation Principal Chief 
Geo"rey Standing Bear stand together in front of the Pawhuska Business 
Development Center in Pawhuska, Okla., where the majority of training 
for the Osage Nation happens. 

Nation receives business award
The Osage Nation received a Partners for Progress Award 

award was given due to the Nation for its training and profes-
sional development to its more than 400 employees. 

“I think it was quite an honor that [the Strategy Center] did 
choose us. They are great educators,” said Jana Scimeca, ON 
Human Resources Compensation Analyst, who accepted the 
award on behalf of the Osage Nation.

According to Larry Thrash, President of The Strategy Center, 
the process for selecting award recipients is based on a relation-
ship developed through training and other activities at any of the 
29 Career Tech Centers in Oklahoma. Each Career Tech Center 
selects a successful business or organization they are providing 
services for. The 29 centers combined are the Oklahoma Associa-
tion of Technology Centers (OATC). Awards are presented each 
year during the OATC Partners for Progress Day at the Capital.

The recent construction of the Pawhuska Business Develop-
ment Center has provided opportunities for the Osage Nation 
and the Strategy Center to provide professional development 
and training for the Nation’s employees, tribal members, tribal 
youth, and the community at large. 

-
ings at the Pawhuska Business Development Center contact 
Cindy Helmer, Pawhuska Business Development Specialist, at 
(918) 287-3357.



18 April 2015 Osage News • osagenews.org

OSAGE NATION JOBS: Ap-
plications may be downloaded 
at www.osagetribe.com/main_
jobsearch.aspx or obtained at 
the Osage Nation Human Re-
sources Department located at 
621 Grandview in Pawhuska. 
Interested applicants can also 
call (918) 287-5445 or email HR 
at atrumbly@osagetribe.org. 
Applications must be received in 
Human Resources no later than 
4 p.m. on the date of closing.  
Late applications will not be  
accepted.

Osage Casinos Careers. Vari-
ous Osage Casino Locations. 

 
www.osagecasinos.com/careers 

-
ing toward obtaining one within 
90 days of hire. Must have some 

-
ness environment. Must possess 

-
-

tion or obtain within 30 days of 

$12.53/hr. 

WELC. High School Diploma 
or GED. One (1) year previ-
ous experience as a daycare or 
childcare provider in a licensed 
daycare facility preferred but 
not required. Child Develop-

Time. Salary: $11.50/hr. 

Tribal Education Advocate 
– Hominy Education. Bach-
elor’s Degree in Education or 

Degree preferred). Current 

but not required. Requires 
travel to attend meetings with 
students, schools, and families. 
Must conduct parent/teacher/
student workshops. Regular 

-
man Resources. If interested 
in being considered for tempo-
rary positions within the Osage 
Nation, please apply online at 
www.osagenation-nsn.gov/op-
portunities/job-listings/appli-
cation-form

CLASSIFIEDS
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Joseph “Joe” Cheshewalla
Joseph “Joe” K. Cheshewal-

la, 75, of Greeley, CO passed 
away March 23, 2015 at Hos-
pice of Northern Colorado in 
Greeley, CO.

He was born May 21, 1939 
to Herbert and Naomi (Kellie) 
Cheshewalla in Pawhuska, 
Oklahoma.  Joe married Bon-

1982 and they were together 
for 36 years. 

an over the road truck driver.  
He drove for Steinbecker Broth-
ers, Monfort Beef, DSCO and 
Navajo trucking.  His hobbies 
included leather work, beading, 

Osage belts and knee high moc-
casins with bead work.  

Joe is survived by his wife of 
36 years, Bonnie Cheshewalla 
of Greeley and his nieces and 
nephews.

 He was preceded in death 
by his parents, Herbert and 

brothers and sisters.
As per Joe’s request, no ser-

vice will be held.

contributions may be made to 
Hospice of Northern Colorado 

and Cremation Services 2000 
47th Avenue Greeley, CO  
80634.

Condolences may be sent to 
the family at www.adamson-
chapels.com. 

William J. Herbert
William Joseph Herbert, 91, 

member of the Osage Nation, 
passed away peacefully at his 
home in Solana Beach, CA, on 

William Herbert was born 
in San Diego, on September 
21, 1923, to Marden Avery 
Herbert, himself a native San 

-
ant, originally of Pawhuska, 
OK, and an original allottee 
of the Osage Indian Nation. 
He received his primary and 
secondary education at Grant 
Elementary School in San Di-
ego, and Brown Military Acad-

After graduating high 
school, as did so many of his 
generation, he faced the chal-
lenge of the Second World War 
by honorably serving his coun-
try. His military school educa-
tion enabled him to receive his 
commission in 1942 as a 2nd 
Lieutenant in the U. S. Army 
Reserve. He transferred to 

received parachute training 
and earned his “jump wings”.

He was subsequently as-

where, in December of 1943, 
shortly before shipping out for 
Europe, he married his Hoover 
High School sweetheart, Bet-
tie Ann Drake, originally from 
Newport News, VA. 

When Lt. Herbert arrived 
overseas he was assigned to 
the 507th Parachute Infantry 

the 82nd and later with the 
17th Airborne Division. He saw 
action during campaigns that 

Luxembourg and Germany.
After the war, he received 

electronics and radio training 
at the Capitol Radio Engineer-
ing Institute, in Washington 
D.C. He later attended Co-
lumbia University, where he 
earned his Bachelor’s degree in 
Electrical Engineering. Return-
ing to San Diego, he worked for 
several years at the Naval Elec-
tronics Laboratory, in Point 
Loma. He subsequently joined 
the T. Louis Snitzer Electronics 

years as an electrical engineer 
and salesman.

A resident of Rancho Santa 

and Bettie raised four sons 
there, where he was active in 
many community and youth 
activities. He and Bettie set-
tled into retirement in 1988, 
and they moved to Solana 
Beach in 2008.

A man of exemplary char-
acter, “Bill” Herbert will be 
remembered by his family 
and friends for his devotion to 

quiet, good humor and unas-
suming dignity.  

He is survived by Bettie, his 

half-sister, Lorraine Cole, of 
-

ters-in-law, Richard Herbert, 

Kathleen Herbert, of Escon-
-

garet Herbert, of Berkeley, 

grandson Robin. Mr. Herbert 
was preceded in death by his 
youngest son, James Bradley 
Herbert in 2007.

No services are scheduled. 
Cremation arrangements will 
handled by the Oceanside 

donations may be made to the 
Elizabeth Hopsice.

Matthew Harding Jones
Matthew Harding Jones 

was called home to the Lord at 
10:08 p.m. on March 11, 2015, 
with his mother, siblings, 
nephew, grandparents, aunts, 
uncles and cousins by his side.

Matthew was born to Mary 
Margaret West on May 22, 
1998 in Oklahoma City, Okla. 
He resided in El Reno, Okla. 
all his life. Matthew attended 
Sacred Heart Catholic School 
and El Reno Public Schools 
until this year, where he was a 
junior at El Reno High School.

Matthew is an enrolled 
member of the Osage Nation 
and he is of Cheyenne and Ki-
owa descent. He is of the Sky 
Clan of the Osage Nation and 
his Osage name is Ka-La-Moi, 
meaning the Calm After the 
Storm. He was inducted into 
the Zon-Zo-Li  In-lon-schka at 
the age of 12 and enjoyed danc-
ing. He is a member of Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church and the 
Native American Church.

Matthew enjoyed playing 
video games and watching fun-
ny videos and spending time 
with family and friends.

He was preceded in death 
by his baby sister, Angela Rose 
Marie West.

He is survived by his moth-
er, Mary Margaret West, 
younger brother Julian West, 
older sister Mary Brie Proctor 
and nephew Aidan Proctor of 
the home. Grandparents, Har-

vey and Mary (Barnes) Mon-
etathchi of Clinton, Okla. and 
Howard West of Austin, TX., 
Uncles, Joshua Monetathchi 
and sons Zackery and Kaden 
Monetathchi and Eli Mone-
tathchi of El Reno, Okla. and 
numerous aunts, uncles and 
cousins.

Pall Bearers are Wilson 
Hight, Drew Hight, M.L. Clark 
III, Gabriel Pelayo, Zackery 
Monetathchi and Jesse Pelayo. 
Honorary Pall Bearers are 

-
chael E. Pratt, Jr.

at Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church, March 14, 2015 under 
the direction of Huber Benson 

at El Reno Cemetery.
So long Wisha! We love you 

and will miss you greatly. 

Hazel Annette  
(Pratt) Moore

Hazel Annette (Pratt) 
Moore, 59 years, of Hominy, 
Oklahoma, passed away on 

Cleveland, Oklahoma. She 
married Michael Moore on 
April 13, 1985 and worked for 
the Native American Times in 
the Circulation Department. 
Hazel was a lifelong Hominy 
resident.

Hazel was born in Enid, 
Oklahoma to Edward and 

-
vember 29, 1955.  She was a 
member of the Osage, Pawnee 
and Blackfeet Nations and was 
a Zon-Zo-Li Committee cook 
for many years. She graduated 
from Hominy High School and 
then attended Rogers State 
University in Claremore, and 
also attended Oklahoma State 
University in Stillwater. She 

Church, St. Joseph’s Catholic 
Church, both in Hominy, and 
also was a member of the Na-
tive American Church. 

Hazel is survived by: her 

3 children: Cynthia Moore 
of Hominy, Stuart Moore of 
Nashville, TN and Vanessa 

-
lings: Cynthia Aken of Albu-
querque, NM, Alfred Horse 
Chief of Jemez Pueblo, NM, 
Sammy Evanoff of Tulsa, OK, 
Mandi Grimes of Hominy, OK 
and Stacey Pratt of Hominy, 
OK.

Hazel is preceded in death 
by: her parents and her grand-
parents, George and Josephine 
Kipp. 

Rosary was held at 7:00 
PM, Sunday, March 15, 2015, 
at the Hominy Indian Village 
Chapel. Indian Services were 
at 8:00 AM, Monday, March 
16, 2015 at the Hominy Indian 
Village Chapel with Eddie Red 

Services were at 10:00 AM, 
Monday, March 16, 2015, at 
St. Joseph’s Catholic Church 
in Hominy, Oklahoma with 

-
ciating. Pallbearers were: Ori-
on Bush, Jeffery Kidder, Chris 
Jake, Shawn Jake, Alex DeRo-
in, and Joshua Bevenue. Hon-
orary pallbearers were Darryl 
Kipp and John Horse Chief. 
Burial followed at the Kipp 

-

Home in Hominy, Oklahoma. 

Charles Arthur Pratt, Jr.
Charles Arthur Pratt, Jr., 71 

years of age, of Hominy, Okla-
homa, passed away on Sunday, 

He was born in Hominy, Okla-
homa to Charles Arthur Pratt, 
Sr. and Lottie (Shunkamolah) 

He was a life time Hominy and 
Tulsa area resident.

Charles attended and grad-
uated from Stillwater High 
School in Stillwater, Oklahoma 
and attended Oklahoma State 
University. He then attended 
and received his Bachelor’s 
degree from the University 
of New Mexico. He worked in 
sales and tourism and lived in 
San Antonio for a number of 
years and worked at the Gua-
dalupe Cultural Center there. 

Charles was an Osage Trib-
al member, from the Zon-zo-li 
(Hominy), District. He was 
an elder of the Ponca Clan, 
with his Osage name being 
Wa-sis-tah. He was the Hom-
iny Drumkeeper in the early 
1960s, with over 50 consecu-
tive years on the Hominy Ilon-
ska War Dance Committee. 
Charles, along with his moth-
er, Lottie Pratt and brothers, 
taught Osage language classes 
for years. He was a founding 
member of the Lottie Shunka-
molah Chapter of the Native 
American Church, along with 
his brother Dr. Steven Pratt. 

Charles was instrumental in 
Osage political and legal histo-
ry, including giving all Osages 
the right to vote.  Charles was 
a staunch advocate for the pro-
tection of the Osage mineral 
estate and trust.  He was in-
volved with efforts started by 
the Osage full bloods for the 
protection of the Osage miner-
al estate as well as the return 
of shares to the Osages.  His 

United States, Charles served 
as one of the plaintiffs and 
was able to make landmark 
legislation in demanding an 
accounting of Osage shares to 
individual Osages.  Charles 
motivation was to leave the 
Osage mineral estate better 
and secure for the next genera-
tion of Osages.  

Charles had an incredible 
passion for life and was always 
willing to provide guidance 
and encouragement to individ-
uals.  He was knowledgeable of 
all the facets of Osage culture 
and history.

Charles is survived by: his 
brother, Steve Pratt of Ed-

Kristen Pratt and Tara Dam-
-

er relatives and friends.
Charles is preceded in death 

Michael Pratt and his grand-
parents, Joe and Margaret 
Shunkamolah.

Indian services were held on 
Wednesday, March 11, 2015 
at 9:00 AM at the Hominy In-
dian Village Chapel with Dr. 

-
neral services were then held 

Church in Hominy with Pastor 

followed at A. J. Powell Me-
morial Cemetery in Hominy. 
Pallbearers were: John Maker, 

Matthew Harding Jones

Hazel Annette (Pratt) Moore

William J. Herbert

Charles Pratt, Jr.

Larry Maker, Scott Heskett, 
Brian Strye, Joe Hall, Jason 

and John Holloway. Arrange-

Home in Hominy, Oklahoma.

contributions may be made 
to the Lottie Shunkamolah 

See OBITUARIES
—Continued  on Page 19
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To contact Constituent Ser-
vices about an emergency dur-
ing regular business hours and 
afterhours and on weekends 
call (918) 287-5662 or (800) 
320-8742. More information is 
available at osagenation-nsn.
gov. 

Skylar Diggins to host 
youth basketball camp 
April 26 in Tulsa

Tulsa Shock guard Skylar 
Diggins will be hosting a bas-
ketball camp in Tulsa on Sun-
day, April 26 from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. The camp is part of her 
“Shoot 4 the Sky” tour, which 
has made stops in Chicago, 
New York, Los Angeles and 
Indianapolis earlier this year. 
Diggins, a 2014 WNBA All-
Star and the 2014 WNBA Most 
Improved Player, averaged 
20.1 points, 5.0 assists in 35.1 
minutes per game last season. 

“Nothing inspires me more 
than seeing the passion of 
these kids,” said Diggins.  
“They are students of the game 
– I’m honored that I can be a 
part of this learning process 
and share my experience. The 
camp is more than basketball 
drills, it’s the connection, the 
personal interaction and what 

Each participant will re-
ceive training from drills that 
have helped Diggins develop 
her game, instruction by Dig-
gins and youth coaches, a box 
lunch, an exclusive Skylar 
Diggins camp shirt, a camp 
photo with Diggins and an au-
tographed photo of Diggins. 

The camp will be hosted at 
the Oral Roberts University 
Aerobics Center at 7777 South 
Lewis Avenue, Tulsa, OK 
74171, near the intersection of 
81st and Delaware. 

The camp is open to boys and 
girls, grades second through 
twelfth, and is limited to the 

the camp, please click here: 
http://skylardigginsbasket-

ball.com/tulsa/. Shock Circuit 
Members receive a discount off 
of the listed registration price. 

ON Counseling Center 
to hold candlelight  
vigil April 9
Osage News

The Osage Nation Counsel-
ing Center will hold a candle-
light vigil on April 9 for all 
victims of sexual assault.  

April is Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month and the 
candlelight vigil will be held at 
7:30 p.m. at the Gazebo locat-
ed at 700 Lynn Avenue, north 
of the Osage County Historical 
Society Museum in Pawhuska.

Speakers will include Prin-
cipal Chief Geoffrey Standing 
Bear, Dawn Stover (Chero-
kee), executive director of Na-
tive Alliance Against Violence.  
NAAV is Oklahoma’s only 
tribal domestic and sexual vio-
lence coalition.  

To learn more about the re-
sources available, if you are 
a victim or you know some-
one who is, please contact:  
Osage Nation Counseling 
Center at (918) 287-5422 or 
call the 24-hour crisis line is  
1-800-897-4747.

Vendor meeting  
scheduled May 14  
for Farmers Markets

The Osage Nation WIC 
-

ket Nutrition Programs will 
be hosting a vendor meeting 
on Thursday, May 14, 2015 
at 2:00p.m.  The meeting will 
be held at the Senior Service 
Building (Title VI) located at 
350 Senior Drive in Pawhuska.  
Anyone interested in partici-
pating as a farmer should at-
tend.  The programs will begin 
issuing vouchers on Monday, 
June 1, 2015.

-
tion Programs were designed 
to give WIC participants and 
low income elders better ac-
cess to locally grown fresh 
fruits and vegetables.

-
tact: Donna Patterson 918-
287-5365 or Sue Slinkard 
918-287-5452.

equal opportunity providers.

Courtesy Photo

WNBA Tulsa Shock guard Skylar Diggins.

Chapter of the Native Ameri-
can Church in Hominy, Okla-
homa.  

Daniel St. John
Daniel Julian St. John was 

born on June 11, 1963 in Ca-
noga Park, California to Julian 
and Maureen St. John. He died 
on March 25, in Pawhuska, of 
a sudden heart attack.      

Daniel was raised in Simi 
Valley, Calif., graduating Simi 
Valley High School in 1981. 
He attended college in Moor-
park, California and worked 

of his life. He was a proud U.S. 
Marine. He was a member of 
the Osage Nation of the Eagle 
Clan. He enjoyed traveling and 
spending time in his garden.

He is survived by his daugh-
ters Sydney St. John and Jim-
mie St. John and his former 
spouse Heidi Hall-St. John 

-

his son Kelly St. John (who 

Mother Maureen St. John (his 
father predeceased), his broth-
er Brian St. John and his sister 
Julie St. John-Stilgenbauer, 

-
cle Roy St. John of Pawhuska, 
and numerous nieces, neph-
ews and cousins. Daniel is 
also survived by his girlfriend 
Barbara Little Bird and her 
granddaughter Stormy White, 
of Pawhuska.

Corrections
In the article, “Be-

know about the ‘Ameri-
can Indian Tax Exemp-
tion’” that ran in the 
March 2015 edition, it 
was incorrectly stated 

out the IRS form 8965. 
Tribal members should  
check “E.” 

Also, the email address 
for the Northern Califor-
nia Osage organization 
was incorrectly printed in 
the March 2015 edition. 
The correct email is:  osag-
es@northerncaliforniao-
sage.org. The Osage News 
regrets the error.

Daniel St. John

Letters to 
the Editor 

If you would like to submit a 
letter to the editor, please mail 
it to the Osage News, Attn.: 
Shannon Shaw, 619 Kihekah, 
Pawhuska, OK 74056 or send 
email to sshaw@osagetribe.
org. 

Letters must be respectful 
and informative to the reader, 
and may be edited for gram-
mar, clarity and space.




