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Osage Nation holds first Primary Election
Standing Bear and 
Gray win most 
votes in Principal 
Chief ’s race; Red 
Corn and Proctor 
win most votes in 
Assistant Principal 
Chief ’s race
By Benny Polacca
Osage News

One hour after the polling 
place closed, the Osage Nation 
Election Office announced the 
results of the 2014 Primary 
Election for the Executive 
Branch’s top two offices.

The top two vote recipients 
in each respective race will 
advance to the June 2 general 
election for the voters’ consid-
eration.

In voting results announced 
shortly after 9 p.m. in front 
of the Congressional Cham-
bers on the Osage government 
campus, Principal Chief candi-
dates Geoffrey Standing Bear 
and Margo Gray won the most 
votes in that race. Standing 
Bear received 1,080 votes or 
60.47 percent. Gray received 
359 votes or 20.10 percent.

Assistant Principal Chief 
candidates Raymond Red Corn 
and Amanda Proctor will also 
appear on the June 2 ballot. 
Red Corn received 707 votes 
or 39.50 percent and Proctor 
received 503 votes or 28.10 
percent.

According to Election Su-
pervisor Alexis Rencountre, a 
total of 1,798 voted in the Na-
tion’s inaugural election with 
the majority of votes coming 
from absentee ballots. 

The vote breakdown is:

• Absentee ballots: 1,077

• Early voting on 
March 7: 139

• Early voting on March 8: 87

• In-person voting on 
March 10: 495
Other candidate vote re-

sults:

• In the Principal Chief’s 
race, Tom Boone placed 

third with 347 votes 
or 19.43 percent.

• In the Assistant Principal 
Chief race, Terry Mason 
Moore placed third with 
441 votes (24.64 per-
cent); Randoph Crawford 
was fourth with 79 votes 
(4.41 percent); and James 
“Osage” Dailey received 60 
votes or (3.35 percent).

Polling place at Wah-Zha-Zhi 
Cultural Center

The Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural 
Center served as the Nation’s 
inaugural primary election 
polling place on Election Day. 

Earlier this year, the Elec-

tion Board voted to move the 
polling place from the Con-
gressional Chambers with con-
cerns of potential inclement 
wintry weather and cold tem-
peratures and also to divert 
heavy traffic away from the 
ongoing first phase construc-
tion of the new campus mas-
ter plan. During construction, 
the campus road connecting 
the Congressional Chambers, 
Osage Tribal Museum and Ex-
ecutive Branch offices to the 
tribal courthouse, ON Head 
Start, other offices and Senior 
Circle remain closed.

Despite the change in poll-

Chalene Toehay/Osage News

Osage voters take pictures of the voting results on election night for the 2014 Primary Election on March 10. 
The results were announced in front of the Osage Nation Congressional Chambers.

Shannon Shaw Duty/Osage News 

Mark Freeman Jr., 93, and his wife of 39 years, Eleanor, 90, in their home in Pawhuska, March 21, 2014.

Former Osage 
Congressman  
Mark Freeman 
gives 9,000 acres
to Osage Nation

Twenty-one 
Osages file for 
Fourth ON 
Congressional 
race
By Benny Polacca
Osage News

Twenty-one Osages 
filed for office in the 
2014 Osage Nation Con-
gressional race as of 
March 31. That total is 
13 candidates less than 
the total that ran for the 
Third ON Congress in 
2012.

As of the 4:30 p.m. 
deadline on March 31, 
four incumbents filed 
for candidacy to seek 
another four-year term 
on the ON Congress 
and 17 challengers 
filed, seeking first-time 
terms. With Congress-
man Geoffrey Standing 
Bear and Congressio-
nal Speaker Raymond 
Red Corn each seek-
ing election to Execu-
tive Branch office that 
means at least two new 
Congress members will 
be elected in the June 2 
general election to the 
Fourth Osage Nation 
Congress.

Alice Buffalohead was 
the first to file her can-
didacy on the first day 

See CandIdates
—Continued  on Page 7

Land located 25 
miles north of 
Pawhuska, by  
Kansas border
By Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Mark Freeman Jr., 93, is 
still adding to his legacy. A 
man who made his name in 
the ranching business, who 
served on various boards and 
commissions in the state and 
later was elected to two-terms 
as an Osage congressman, is 
giving 9,000 acres of his ranch 
land to the Osage Nation.

“The deed is done, because 
my word is a deed. But we 
haven’t signed all those papers 
yet; it won’t take a lot. But 
they (Osage Nation) have the 
deeds on all the land and the 
papers, got our Osage lawyer, 
hopefully, reading those. So 
we’ll have it done in a busi-
nesslike manner,” Freeman 
said. “One of the deals was, I 
said I want my Osage people 
to pay for my Osage burial and 
feast afterward.”

The land transaction will 
take place within the next 
month, he said, and any taxes 
or fees associated with the land 
gift will be paid by the Nation.

“Mark Freeman is my uncle 
and in my direct bloodline and 

there are no words to express 
the feeling of gratitude for the 
9,000 acre gift to the Osage 
Nation,” said Principal Chief 
Scott BigHorse. “His example 
of leadership, honesty, and 
generosity is something I pray 
all Osage people will grasp and 
follow.”

The 9,000 acres sits about 
25 miles north of Pawhuska 
and runs north and south from 
the Kansas line. Currently 
named MF Ranch, the land 

brings in $15 an acre for an 
earning of $135,000 a year. He 
said about $27,000 needs to be 
set aside to maintain fences, 
springs, buildings and corrals 
on the land because, “anyone 
who has owned a ranch knows 
if you don’t do that, things go 
to fallin’ down.”

He said all the buildings and 
steel fences on the land are 
new. A small house sits on the 
south end of the land, a barn 
on the north and two barns on 

the south. Three corrals are lo-
cated on the north, south and 
middle areas of the land.

Freeman said he would like 
the land to stay called MF 
Ranch and that he would do 
his best to make sure the deal 
prohibited the Nation from 
selling the land as long as he 
could.

“Mark first mentioned his 

See Freeman
—Continued  on Page 4
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Former Pawhuska Village 
Five-Man Board members 
plead not guilty 
By Benny Polacca
Osage News

Four men charged in the 
case of the missing Pawhuska 
Indian Village money were 
back in Osage Nation Trial 
Court April 3.

The March court dates 
for the four men – all former 
Pawhuska Five-Man Board 
members – were postponed, 
rescheduled and their cases 
will be heard by a different 
presiding judge, according to 
filed court notices. Coverage of 
the April 3 court date will be 
in the May issue of the Osage 
News and posted online at osa-
genews.org. 

Defendants Kenneth “KC” 
Bills, Theodore Brunt and 
Frank Redcorn appeared for 
status conferences and fourth 
defendant Joe Don Mas-
hunkashey appeared for a no 
issue deposition, all on April 3.

ON Trial Court Associate 
Judge Lee Stout will hear the 
cases instead of Trial Court 
Chief Judge Marvin Stepson 
who presided at the initial 
court appearances on Feb. 13. 

Each of the four men face 
several charges filed by the ON 
Attorney General’s Office al-
leging the men misused public 
funds. The Pawhuska village 
receives its revenue through 
a lease agreement with the 
Osage Casino located just in-
side the southeast corner of 
the village jurisdiction.

The AG’s office started in-
vestigating the issue of unac-

counted village money after 
an ON Office of Fiscal Perfor-
mance and Review audit report 
stated that $806,000 in village 
revenue was unaccounted for. 
According to the September 
2012 OFPR audit report, the 
Pawhuska village received just 
over $857,000 from its rental 
lease with Osage Casino and 
its predecessor Osage Million 
Dollar Elm Casino for the pe-
riod between November 2008 
and July 2012. 

The OFPR auditing staff at-
tempted to audit the village 
finances earlier that year, but 
Mashunkashey, who was the 
Five-Man Board chairman at 
the time, declined to partici-
pate. In its report, the OFPR 
said Mashunkashey was the 
sole board member responsible 
for the village’s bank account 
at the time; that about $50,000 
of village money was spent 
on residential electric bills 
(with over $12,244 for Mas-
hunkashey’s own residence) 
and board meetings were not 
held regularly. Mashunkashey 
resigned less than a week after 
the OFPR report was released, 
apologized to the community 
and said that he repaid the 
money used for his electric 
bills back to the bank.

In wake of the OFPR re-
port, the AG’s office launched 
an investigation to determine 
whether tribal charges are 
warranted. On Jan. 30, Attor-
ney General Jeff Jones filed 
several counts of misuse of 
public funds charges in tribal 

court against each of the four 
men.

The U.S. Attorney’s Office 
and FBI also investigated the 
issue last year, but declined to 
file federal charges of embez-
zlement in the case.

On Feb. 13, all four men 
pled not guilty to the charges 
during their initial court ap-
pearances in front of Stepson.

Also in recent develop-
ments, two of the defendants 
have retained legal counsel to 
represent them.

On Feb. 28, Pawhuska at-
torney Bransford Shoemake, 
who is representing Brunt, 
filed a motion for discovery 
asking the court to require 
that Jones provide Shoemake 
with items including witness 
statements, statements made 
by the accused or co-defen-
dants, documents, photos, pa-
pers and other tangible objects 
that Jones intends to use for 
the trial. 

On March 14, Tulsa attor-
ney Gene Dennison filed an en-
try of appearance notifying the 
court he is representing Bills 
in his case.

Mashunkashey appeared 
in court in February accom-
panied by his attorney Trevor 
Reynolds of Tulsa.

According to Osage law, 
one charge of misusing public 
funds is punishable by a fine 
not to exceed $1,000, or by 
a jail term not to exceed one 
year, or by banishment for a 
period of 5-10 years – or any 
combination of the authorized 
punishments.

Minerals Council lease sale 
garners $356,200 in sales
By Geneva Horsechief-Hamilton
Osage News            

The smooth roll of an auc-
tioneer’s call for bids jump-
started the March 19 lease 
auction for Osage oil and gas. 
Mostly unnoticeable gestures, 
nods and slightly raised hands, 
provided enough signals for a 
bid on a 160-acre tract of po-
tentially profitable land.

The Osage Minerals Council 
and the Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs realty staff cooperatively 
managed the auction. This 
time around 30 available 
tracts were up for bid, rang-
ing from $4,700 to $65,000 per 
160-acre tract.

A guide to OMC lease sales 
is as follows:

• The Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs compiles potential 
sites until enough sites 
are ready for auction

• Tracts are nomi-
nated by buyers

• The OMC reviews the 
potential sites the BIA 
has prepared and makes 
the final approval of avail-
able sites for auction

• No title or land department 
is involved in the sale, only 
the Nation and the buyer

• Leases run for 24 months 
at 160 acres per tract 
including three tracts 
of a few acres or less

• Buyers are responsible 
for doing their own home-
work on the potential 
profitability of a tract

• Only a minimum price is 
established for tracts

• 25 percent of the total 
amount owed for a tract 
is due at the time of sale

• Sites are also representa-
tive of quarter sections 
of townships or property 
owners, the Nation owns 
all the mineral rights

Most of the tracts for sale 
went for slightly more than 
the minimum bid and the 
rest went as high as $65,000, 
according to BIA reporting. 
The unique process at hand 
is highlighted when bids be-
come competitive and run into 
the tens of thousands. At least 
five separate tracts went into 
this competitive bidding pro-
cess during the auction. After 
researching sites or seeking to 
continue an already successful 

site, interested buyers bid to 
win.

“A lot of the people here are 
just here to watch the exciting 
parts,” said Curtis Bear, Coun-
cilman, who was unsuccessful 
getting his family to watch the 
auction. Bear laughed about 
not being able to convince 
his children the auctions are 
fun, “I really wanted them to 
see this process though, and I 
think they would like it too.”

According to the OMC:

• The Osage Mineral Estate 
is all subsurface resources 
within the 1.47 million 
acres of the Osage Reserva-
tion, including oil and gas.

• The United States holds ti-
tle to the estate in trust for 
the Osage Nation, according 
to Section 3 of the 1906 Act.

The U.S. Department of In-
terior, acting through the BIA’s 

Osage Agency, has exclusive 

authority to collect funds de-

rived from the sale of mineral 

leases. The BIA manages the 

day-to-day operations of the 

Osage Mineral Estate, includ-

ing reporting on and the distri-

bution of lease sales. The BIA 

reports to the elected members 

of the OMC who oversee the 

best interests of the estate for 

the shareholders, also known 

as “headrights.”

During the council meet-

ing following the sale, Coun-

cilman and Chair, Andrew 

Yates, reported the outcome 

of the auction according to the 

BIA realty staff. “It was a good 

lease sale,” he reported.  The 

tally was $356,200, which av-

erages $65.45 per acre. 

Councilman Galen Crum 

confirmed that 25 percent of 

the total amount due was paid 

the same day in accordance 

with regulation.

Chaparral Energy and Well-

co Energy were primary pur-

chasers. Thirty leases for sale 

included oil and gas, less cold 

bed methane, and one oil-only 

tract, which sold for $52,000 

averaging $328 per acre.

The council voted to accept 

the auction results reported by 

the BIA. More of the conversa-

tion is available online at osa-

genation-nsn.gov.

[Disclaimer: Geneva 

Horsechief-Hamilton is the 

niece of OMC Chairman An-

drew Yates.]

Benny Polacca/Osage News

More than 50 attendees placed their bids at the March 19 Osage Minerals Council auction and lease sale at the 
Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural Center.

Osage musician 
Marca Cassity 
holding CD  
release parties 
for new album
By Benny Polacca
Osage News

Osage musician Marca 
Cassity is holding a CD 
release party for her new 
folk rock music album, 
“Songs from the Well.”

Recorded with the help 
from online donations and 
a matching grant from 
the Osage Nation Foun-
dation, on April 16 at 11 
a.m., Cassity will offer a 
free acoustic solo perfor-
mance of her new album 
at the Osage Tribal Mu-
seum in Pawhuska. 

According to a news 
release, Cassity’s album 
features 11 folk rock 
spirit songs, “that speak 
to overcoming hardship 
through resilience in con-
nection to nature, humor, 
love, compassion, spiritu-
ality and heritage.”

The ON Foundation 
awarded Cassity, an Oak-
land, Calif. resident, a 
matching grant last fall 
and Cassity sought online 
donations as she promot-
ed her recording project 
to pay for the recording 
sessions at Fantasy Stu-
dios in nearby Berkeley. 
Cassity met her goal and 
raised more than $20,000 
earlier this year.

Cassity, a granddaugh-
ter of former Osage Nation 
Congressman Mark Free-
man, said “this theme of 
appreciation of heritage is 
a very important topic to 
me as his granddaughter 
and also as an artist. This 
is something I also aspire 
to do – is to call people 
more strongly to their 
heritage and I feel when I 
express myself as a musi-
cian, which is one of the 
ways I express myself, 
that I’m being a respon-
sible Osage and I believe 
art is very important.”

On March 15, Cassity 
shared a brief presenta-

Marca Cassity

See CassIty
—Continued  on Page 19
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Osage students win in Osage 
County Livestock Show 
Tara Madden
Osage News

Osage students from across Osage 
County participated in the 2014 Osage 
County Livestock Show at the Osage 
County Fairgrounds March 3-7.

“I thought it was awesome! I got to 
see a lot of stuff like cattle, and I made 
new friends and I am doing it again 
next year,” said Annabelle Yates, 9, 
who participated in the livestock show. 

Participating in the yearly livestock 
show were 41 Osage students, accord-
ing to the Osage County Oklahoma 
State University extension office in 
Pawhuska. The students came from 
Pawhuska, Fairfax, Shidler, Barns-
dall, Bowring, Burbank, Braden, and 
Hominy. 

“It is a great program it teaches lead-
ership and responsibilities and it is 
good to continue teaching agriculture,” 
said Hank Hainzinger, 4H President.

During the county fair Osage stu-
dents who participate in 4H programs 

or Future Farmers of America (FFA) 
exhibited their livestock animals for 
show and sell. Judging contests were 
held on the quality of the animals, the 
muscle mass of the animal, and how 
they walk, fat vs. meat. The kids will be 
judged on judging skills of all four cat-
egories with four animals in each cat-
egory chosen from the animals entered 
in the show.  Showmanship Awards 
were given to the participants demon-
strating displaying techniques of their 
animal in front of the judges.

According to the 2014 Spring Live-
stock show rules and regulations, ”All 
steers must have been born between 
Aug. 15 and Dec. 31 to be eligible to 
participate in the Spring Show; lambs 
and goats must have been born since 
January of the proceeding year.”

Students who won in their divisions 
won plaques, ribbons, belt buckles and 

Courtesy Photo

Osage students from across Osage County participated in the 2014 Osage County Livestock 
Show at the Osage County Fairgrounds March 3-7.
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Letters to the Editor If you 

would like to submit a letter to the 

editor, please mail it to the Osage 

News, Attn.: Shannon Shaw, 619 

Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056 or 

send email to sshaw@osagetribe.

org. Letters must be respectful and 

informative to the reader, and may 

be edited for grammar, clarity and 

space.

idea to make this gift to the 
Nation about 18 months ago, 
privately. He brought it up 
again in late January, and in-
dicated he had taken certain 
steps necessary for the trans-
fer. Some folk’s first reaction 
might be disbelief, but if you 
know Mark Freeman, Jr. and 
how he feels about the Osage 
Nation, it isn’t that much of a 
surprise. It’s a gift that makes 
a profound difference in our 
future,” said Osage Congres-
sional Speaker Raymond Red 
Corn. “The transfer of the 
Freeman ranch represents a 
turning point in the history of 
the Osage Nation, and jump 
starts the repurchase of our 
reservation. Mark has shown 
us how it’s done: a steady, logi-
cal purchase of property over 
time resulting in a large, con-
tiguous holding. The best way 
we can thank him is to contin-
ue to follow his example and 
add to his legacy.”

Rancher
For those who know Mark 

Freeman Jr., they know he can 
tell a good story.

His Osage heritage goes 
back to the Osage named 
Glah-Mo’n, which the French 
and English pronounced as 
Claremore. His daughter mar-
ried a Frenchman in 1757 and 
their son was Freeman’s great 
grandfather.

Freeman was born in 1920, 
an only child to a 19-year-old 
Osage mother, Grace Lessert, 
and a 33-year-old white father. 
His mother was one of nine 
brothers and sisters. She had 
four siblings who were signed 
onto the 1906 Osage roll and 
four siblings who weren’t.

His father was raised in 
Tennessee and his mother 
an Osage in Okla. He says he 
matured young and can still 
remember things from when 
he was three and four years 
old. He remembers his grand-
father, Frank Lessert Jr., 
serving on the Osage Tribal 
Council from 1926-1934 and 
his parents driving his grand-
father to and from council 
meetings. “He owned lots of 
cars but had his kids drive for 
him, it was another time.”

“In 1920, when my dad 

Freeman
–from Page 1

married my mama, she had 
$57,000 in the bank from her 
payments, 19 years old. Her 
headright I think was bring-
ing in $5,000 a quarter, in the 
1920’s that’s like $25,000,” 
he said. “My dad leased more 
land, ran some cows, most 
cows he ever had was 20, put 
in a dairy, brought his baby 
brother up to run the dairy, as 
these things came about.”

But the large headright 
payments didn’t last long. In 
1932 he remembers his moth-
er showing him her headright 
check and it was only $81 for 
three months. He vowed to 
never depend on headright 
checks as long as he lived.

He and his father worked 
hard and what little money 

they saved they invested in 
land.

“I had about 300 hens to 
take care of and get eggs from. 
I made a deal with my dad out 
of it and I added three little 
milk cows that were worth at 
that time about $15 a piece. 
He furnished the feed and I 
milked the cows, got the calves 
and raised the calves, so I 
started working young,” he 
said. “And as the 1930’s came 
along my dad had leased my 
mama’s land to a bigger ranch. 
Other than the 33 acres I was 
raised on by Ponca City, he 
and I together had bought 280 
acres out there when I was 
about 15.”

He worked all through high 
school and saved up enough 
money to attend junior col-

Shannon Shaw Duty/Osage News

A map of the land Mark Freeman Jr. is giving to the Osage Nation. The land sits approximately 25 miles north 
of Pawhuska.

Shannon Shaw Duty/Osage News

A photo of Mark Freeman’s mother’s family, Grace Lessert, circa early 
1900’s.

lege in Tonkawa. He traded 
his truck for a Ford sedan and 
charged five other students 
$1.25 every week to take them 
to and from Tonkawa.

Good luck and smart business
After two years at junior col-

lege and one semester at the 
University of Oklahoma, he 
joined the U.S. Marine Corps 
in 1946 and was stationed in 
New Caledonia, a collection of 
islands belonging to France, 
about 750 miles east of Aus-
tralia. The story of how he ob-
tained the money to buy his 
first piece of substantial prop-
erty happened in New Caledo-
nia during a game of craps.

“They had this crap game 
going on, I was never a crap 
shooter, I was always a poker 
player. I drank a little above 
my normal, and got to shootin 
craps and I just couldn’t lose,” 
he said with a chuckle. “When 
I woke up the next morning, I 
had won all the money, about 
$6,600. In my Marine Corps 
pants you just have two pants 
pockets and two shirt pockets, 
and my little hat – they were 
all full of money. You couldn’t 
send it home, because it was 
crap shooting. You could only 
send home what you drew 
from the government as your 
check. So I carried that around 
until I came home. And I made 
two trips down to Australia 
and four trips to New Zealand 
and still kept it in my pocket.

“Anyway, that’s what I 
bought my first land with, 400 
acres south of Ponca country. 
That’s where I started my 
ranching career after war. I’ve 
had an interesting life.”

It was this land and his 
mother’s allotment land, a to-
tal of 668 acres, he gave to his 
7 children, he said. To his 27 
grandchildren he gave $33,000 
each and with the gift to the 
Nation, he feels he has taken 
care of what assets he has left 
and will enjoy the rest of his 
days with his nearly 50 great-
grandchildren.

Freeman didn’t begin his 
Osage political career until 

after his mother died in 1993. 
When he turned 70 he retired 
from all the boards he was 
elected to, which included var-
ious banks. He was elected to 
the 31st Osage Tribal Council 
in 2002.

“I watched this thing run-
ning (tribal council) and 
proved myself a liar and ran 
for the council and I ran with 
my mouth open saying that I 
wanted to get us a true Osage 
government,” he said. “The 
council was never an Osage 
government. They could only 
make resolutions and if the 
BIA [Bureau of Indian Affairs] 
says no, that was it.”

While Freeman was on the 
31st Osage Tribal Council, 
the Osage Constitution was 
formed and the Osage people 
voted in the new government. 
He was the only member of the 
tribal council to get elected to 
the First Osage Nation Con-
gress and serve in the new 
government.

“There were a lot of people 
responsible for the change in 
our form of government, but 
in my mind it will always be 
Mark Freeman that led the ef-
fort,” said Red Corn, who also 
served on the First Osage Na-
tion Congress. “His no-non-
sense style and penchant for 
concise statements led to a law 
less than one page in length, a 
limit he personally set.”

Freeman expressed he was 
pleased with the new govern-
ment and the Second and Third 
Osage Nation Congresses. He 
had been working on the land 
gift with Red Corn and Osage 
Congressman Geoffrey Stand-
ing Bear for some time and is 
ready to close the transaction.

“I cared for my people, I nev-
er expected to live and have a 
headright. And I spent all that 
headright on my children and 
grandchildren for education,” 
he said. “I’ve never lived on 
Osage money, but on the same 
token I’ve worked. We set it 
[Osage government] up as best 
we could and it’s worked well.”

Shannon Shaw Duty/Osage News

Mark Freeman Jr. holds up a photo of when he was in the Marine Corps in 
his home on March 7, 2014.

Shannon Shaw Duty/Osage News

The brand for the Mark Freeman Jr. ranch, MF Ranch, hangs above his 
office door in his home.
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Osage poet speaks about Osage
Indigeneity in Albuquerque

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. – 
Carter Revard, poet and au-
thor, spoke at the Institute 
for American Indian Research 
(IFAIR) 2014 Indigenous Book 
Festival: Authenticity and In-
digeneity, at the University of 
New Mexico on March 20-21.

“The world is full of things to 
know and see. Put our Indian 
ways to this,” Revard said. He 
told attendees of the festival, 
“I look at my own world, who 
my relatives are, where they 
are, how I came to be Osage.” 

Revard was part of a poetry 
reading that included Maurice 
Kenny (Mohawk) and Luci 
Tapahonso (Diné), as mod-
erator. With more than 80 
people in attendance, Revard 
acknowledged his fellow indig-
enous poets and authors from 
the Southwest: Simon Ortiz, 
Luci Tapahonso, Leslie Silko, 
and Scott Momaday. 

He told the audience about 
his beginnings in Pawhuska 
on the Osage reservation and 
his personal journey in the 
academic world as a student 
from Tulsa University to Ox-
ford, England. He is currently 
a professor of American Indian 
Literature at Washington Uni-
versity in St. Louis. 

Revard read from his 2005 
book, “How the Songs Come 
Down.” The selected poems 
ranged in theme, of songs from 
deer mice, transients, a child’s 
cry to an eagle fan. Revard ex-
plained the poem, “What the 
Eagle Fan Says,” as an Eng-
lish riddle with a Native twist 
and a glimpse into his roots 
in Pawhuska and the Osage 
people. He explained bits of 
Osage culture throughout 
his reading, explaining, “The 
feathers (are) alive on a fan, 
sending up prayers … ” and 
mentioned that the book cover 
was a painting done by a dear 
Osage friend, Clarence “CR” 
RedCorn, and the significance 
of the animals depicted. 

Although this was the third 
IFAIR Indigenous Book Festi-
val, the afternoon reading was 
a first, as it was live streamed 
on IndianCountryTV.com. 
“Good choice for the first time 
live streaming of the book fes-
tival!” said Lloyd L. Lee, Ph.D 
and director of IFAIR. 

“It was very well attended, 
the two poets, (Kenny and 
Revard) complimented one 
another, each very distinctive 
and engaging, not just for Na-
tive people but all who attend-
ed, enjoyed,” Lee said.

Reflecting on his own aca-
demic career Revard said, 
“This Book Festival was a 
great learning experience for 
me in part because IFAIR 
represents that Native people 
have gotten into the academic 

PENTA 
Building 
Group  
selected  
to oversee  
master plan  
construction
Osage News

The PENTA Building 
Group has been select-
ed as the construction 
manager at risk for the 
phase-one development 
of the campus.

According to a pre-
pared release, the project 
scope includes demolish-
ing existing structures 
and constructing two 
new office buildings, 
new site utilities, park-
ing and infrastructure. 
The new buildings will 
include a two-story, 
27,000-square-foot wel-
come center featuring a 
partial subsurface base-
ment. The welcome cen-
ter will house several 
departments, including 
constituent services, 
the Osage Nation Cer-
tificate of Degree of In-
dian Blood Department, 
tax commission, Osage 
News, human resources, 
and the Office of Strate-
gic Planning and Grants 
Management. An ad-
ditional 19,000-square-
foot office building will be 
home to the police, emer-
gency management, ON 
Attorney General and 
treasury departments. 

The project began 
in February and has a 
projected 14-month con-
struction timeline. PEN-
TA expects the project 
to create approximately 
300 jobs in the area.

“We are honored to 
have been selected by 
the Osage Nation as the 
project’s construction 
manager, and we look 
forward to playing a role 
in this exciting transfor-
mation,” said Joel Delia, 
project executive for The 
PENTA Building Group. 
“Our focus is to complete 
the project according to 
schedule, while main-
taining PENTA’s high 
standard of safety and 
quality.”

According to a pre-
pared release, the PEN-
TA Building Group is a 
nationally recognized 
general contractor with 
offices in Las Vegas, 
Reno, Phoenix, Los An-
geles, Palm Desert and 
Tulsa. As a general 
contractor, construc-
tion manager and con-
crete subcontractor, the 
company partners with 
every member of the de-
velopment, design and 
construction team to 
build a variety of proj-
ects ranging in size and 
scope. 

The success and expe-
rience of PENTA spans 
a wide variety of mar-
ket segments including 
hospitality/entertain-
ment, gaming, educa-
tion, healthcare, Native 
American, retail/tenant 
improvements, com-
mercial, industrial, pub-
lic works and parking 
structures, according to 
the release.

PENTA is ranked an-
nually among the top 
400 national general 
contracting firms by 
Engineering News Re-
cord and is the recipi-
ent of countless project 
awards.

PENTA is privately 

See Penta
—Continued  on Page 17

Andrea Hanks/Osage News

Luci Tapahonso, Carter Revard and Maurice Kenny at the UNM IFAIR Indigenous Book Festival in Albuquerque, 
N.M. 

Andrea Hanks/Osage News 

Poet Carter Revard and Poet Maurice Kenny at the UNM IFAIR Indigenous Book Festival in Albuquerque, N.M.

world and are continuing to 
build.”

With a career that spans 50 
plus years, creativity has not 
ceased for Revard, when asked 
what advice he had for writers, 
he said, “Keep learning some-
thing new about the world, 
and look closely at the world.” 
He also said, “When you keep 
learning, you have an idea and 
want to tell people … some-
times it’s a painful thing; an 
experience, it becomes about 
following you, to come with 
you and finding a common un-
derstanding.”

This sentiment was felt by 
fellow poet, Luci Taphoonso, 
who addressed the audience 
by saying, “I still myself to 

listen, sense of places and im-
ages (that) words bring, travel; 
take us back in time, shows 
us beauty in language to show 
what our history is. I want to 
thank these two writers to the 
place they took us this after-
noon.”   

Revard’s words of advice are 
not just to writers but anyone 
with a story, he said. He en-
courages all to, “Learn your 
songs and think what they 
mean; what it took to make 
those songs and make your 
own and sing for the people as 
far as you can and live all you 
can, do all you can, there will 
be things that make it harder, 
never give up.”

Revard has published many 

anthologies of poetry and 
books. He has been acknowl-
edged with numerous awards, 
including the 2007 American 
Indian Festival of Words Au-
thor Award, and in 2005 he 
received the Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award by the Native 
Writer’s Circle of America. 

Video of the Carter Revard’s 
reading can be viewed at Indi-
anCountryTV.com Search the 
library/archive for UNM IF-
ARI Indigenous Book Festival 
(Revard’s talk starts at 31:00).

For more information on the 
Institute for American Indian 
Research please visit http://if-
air.unm.edu/

Tara Madden to join 
Osage News staff

The Osage News staff is 
happy to announce they are 
welcoming photographer Tara 
Madden to the staff as their 
new Features/Multimedia Re-
porter. 

Tara Madden makes her 
home in Dewey, Okla. She is 
a member of the Delaware 
tribe and Sisseton Wahpeton 
Sioux tribe and the Cherokee 
Nation. She is the mother of 
three, Alexis, Daniel and Hal-
ey and married to Dave Mad-
den (Osage). 

Tara graduated from 
Haskell Indian Nations Uni-
versity in 2010 with her asso-
ciate’s degree in Liberal Arts. She has also taken courses on 
photography and news media at Rogers State University.

The owner of Tara Madden Photography, she can often be 
seen at Osage events, dances and gatherings, taking photos 
and setting up her photo booth. Please join us in welcoming 
Tara to our news team!

Tara Madden
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the in-house vault door with 
keys they both possess.

ONPD, Rencountre and the 
Election Board picked up the 
two boxes of absentee ballots 
stored in the Election Office 
vault during the same trip to 
the post office for the third 
one. ONPD officers then trans-
ported the three boxes to the 
Cultural Center where the 
Nation’s contracted election 
company, TrueBallot Inc., con-
ducted the ballot counting.

Election officials believed 
the early voting turnout went 
well for a first-time primary 
election.

“Early voting worked out 
well, some voters told us they 
wouldn’t have been able to 
vote at all without early vot-
ing,” said Election Board vice 
chairwoman Shannon Lockett. 
Fellow board member Terry 
Hazen and Lockett said early 
voters included those who trav-
eled from out of town includ-
ing Texas, Missouri, Maryland 
and Fayetteville, Ark.

Primary Election Day 

kicked off with a prayer said 
by Principal Chief Scott Big-
Horse, who was among the 
first voters of the day.

Despite a slow morning 
turnout, the numbers in-
creased as the lunch hour 
ticked closer. Voters Ross 
and Christina Mashunkashey 
were the 99th and 100th vot-
ers of the day and both were 
awarded T-shirts with “Vote!” 
printed in both English and 
the Osage language.

Christina Mashunkashey 
said the primary voting expe-
rience “didn’t seem as stress-
ful” compared to past elections 
because of the small number of 
candidates running to choose 
from.  

In past Osage elections, 
for example, voters had 34 
Congressional candidates to 
choose from in the June 2012 
election. The top six Congres-
sional candidates who received 
the most votes are elected to of-
fice. In the June 2010 election, 
20 Osages ran for Congress, 
six ran for Assistant Principal 
Chief and five ran for Principal 
Chief.

“We’re glad we did it,” Ross 
Mashunkashey said of voting. 
“We have Osage children to 
think of and we’re looking for-
ward to their future.”

Raymond Lasley, who also 
voted in-person, noted: “We’re 
exercising our responsibility 
as tribal citizens in voting.”

Benny Polacca/Osage News

Ross and Christina Mashunkashey are the 99th and 100th voters in the 
Osage Nation Primary Election held March 10. Election workers gave 
each of the Mashunkasheys a “Vote!” T-shirt for a door prize.

Chalene Toehay/Osage News

Osage Nation Election Office and Election Board officers announce the results of the 2014 primary election held 
March 10. The results were announced at 9 p.m. in front of the Congressional Chambers in Pawhuska.

Chalene Toehay/Osage News

Principal Chief candidate Margo Gray is interviewed by the Native Ameri-
can Times on election night March 10. 

Shannon Shaw/Osage News

Drew Hight, 18, votes for the first time on March 7. He, his grandmother, 
cousins and aunt took advantage of the early voting for the Nation’s first 
Primary Election.

Absentee voters v.  
In-Person voters for 
2012 General Election
Osage News

[Editor’s Note: The voter statistics in this story do not 
include 215 voters who participated in the voter privacy 
program in the 2012 General Election.]

Reviewing absentee voter numbers versus in-person 
voter numbers in the Nation’s first Primary Election, it 
would appear Osages living outside of Oklahoma decided 
the results. However, voter data from the Nation’s first 
Primary Election is not ready, according to the ON Elec-
tion Office, but the Osage News analyzed the voter data 
from the 2012 General Election to give a better view of the 
voter breakdown.

From the 2012 list obtained by the election office, which 
doesn’t include 215 voters who participated in the voter 
privacy program, there were 1,040 in-person voters and 
869 absentee voters for a total of 1,909 votes on the list.

Analyzing the in-person vote (1,040) by state, Oklaho-
ma came out on top with 953 in-person votes, next was 
Kansas with 24. Osages from 16 states voted in-person in 
2012.

Analyzing the in-person voter list by town, Osages from 
62 towns in Oklahoma traveled to vote on Election Day in 
2012. The towns with 10 or more votes on the list were:

Pawhuska . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .386
Hominy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .126
Fairfax  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .96
Skiatook . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .63
Tulsa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .56
Bartlesville . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .51
Ponca City . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .26
Barnsdall  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12
Oklahoma City . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11

The nine towns above, including the three traditional 
Osage districts, counted for more than half the in-person 
vote for a total of 827 votes. More than 44 towns had less 
than five votes, with 26 of those towns having only one 
vote.

Absentee voters
The states with more than 20 absentee votes are listed 

below:

See absentee
—Continued  on Page 22

ing place venue, business car-
ried on as usual in obtaining 
the absentee ballots for count-
ing.

Three rectangular metal 
boxes were used to store the 
voter-marked absentee ballots 
once they were mailed back 
to the Pawhuska Post Office. 
These locked boxes contain 
slot holes for postal workers 
to insert the absentee ballot-
marked envelopes upon arriv-
al in Pawhuska.

At 10 a.m. on Election Day, 
the Election Board, Rencoun-
tre and ONPD officers re-
trieved the absentee ballots 
stored in two places. The board 
and ONPD picked up two box-
es – one on each of the early 
voting days – and then stored 
those two boxes in the Election 
Office’s new in-house vault. 
ONPD and the Election Office 
must both be present to unlock 
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Candidates fined 
for missing deadline 
for second round of  
campaign reports
Osage News

Three candidates were fined for missing the deadline to 
turn in their campaign contribution reports.

Principal Chief candidates Margo Gray and Tom Boone, 
and Assistant Principal Chief candidate Amanda Proctor, 
failed to meet the Mar. 25 deadline set by the ON elec-
tion code. All three were fined $500 and according to Elec-
tion Supervisor Alexis Rencountre, Gray has paid her fine. 
Boone and Proctor have until May 28, according to the 
election code. 

All three candidates later turned in their reports. 
According to Rencountre, the rest of the candidate cam-

paign contribution reports were certified with no defi-
ciencies by the election board. Boone was found to have a 
deficiency in his report and the election board fined Boone 
an additional $50. The deficiency appeared to be a mistake 
on his bank statement when he closed his account, Ren-
countre said. 

Candidates running for ON elected office are required 
to submit two statements to the Election Office at least 
15 business days prior to the election date and the sec-
ond statement is due within 15 days after the election, 
according to the ON election rules and regulations. The 
statements must report all the candidate’s donations from 
individuals, corporations, LLCs or any business entity 
whether organized by state, tribal or federal charter. The 
statements must also report the candidate’s campaign ex-
penditures from the beginning of the campaign up to the 
statement filing date.

The candidate fines are part of stricter ON election 
rules and regulations (ONCR 13-04) passed by the Third 
ON Congress.

According to the second round of campaign contribution 
reports, the following was donated to the candidates:

Principal Chief candidates

• Geoffrey Standing Bear
Candidate/Self Donations: $12,739.50
Individual Donations: $22,780
Business Entity Donations: $1,000
Anonymous or Unidentifiable Cash Donations: $0
Total: $36,519.50

• Margo Gray
Candidate/Self Donations: $1,070.25
Individual Donations: $2,977
Business Entity Donations: $2,680.27
Anonymous or Unidentifiable Cash Donations: $40
Total: $6,767.52

• Tom Boone
Candidate/Self Donations: $750
Individual Donations: $3,050
Business Entity Donations: $0
Anonymous or Unidentifiable Cash Donations: $539.08
Total: $4,339.08

Assistant Principal Chief candidates

• Raymond Red Corn
Candidate/Self Donations: $5,100
Individual Donations: $5,100
Business Entity Donations: $0
Anonymous or Unidentifiable Cash Donations: $0
Total: $10,200

• Amanda Proctor
Candidate/Self Donations: $0
Individual Donations: $500
Business Entity Donations: $1,100
Anonymous or Unidentifiable Cash Donations: $0
Total: $1,600

• Terry Mason Moore
Candidate/Self Donations: $5,100
Individual Donations: $0
Business Entity Donations: $0
Anonymous or Unidentifiable Cash Donations: $0
Total: $5,100

• Randolph Crawford
Candidate/Self Donations: $460
Individual Donations: $475
Business Entity Donations: $0
Anonymous or Unidentifiable Cash Donations: $0
Total: $935

• James “Osage” Dailey
Candidate/Self Donations: $1,025
Individual Donations: $100
Business Entity Donations: $0
Anonymous or Unidentifiable Cash Donations: $0
Total: $1,125]

of filing at the Election Office 
in Pawhuska. Buffalohead is 
seeking re-election for a sec-
ond term on the Congress.

Dr. Ron Shaw was the sec-
ond person to file. Shaw is a 
former Osage News health col-
umnist who previously served 
on the Nation’s Health Author-
ity Board and the now-defunct 
Health Advisory Board.

Otto Hamilton is the third 
Congressional candidate to file 
for office. Michael Kidder is the 
fourth and final Congressional 
candidate to file on March 14.

On March 18, Tony White-
horn filed for the Congressio-
nal race and became the fifth 
Osage to do so. On March 19, 
Clair Wood was the sixth filer 
for the Congressional race.

On March 24, Doug Cowan 
filed for office as the seventh 
candidate to do so. Two days 
later, Homer Troy Big Eagle 
was the eighth candidate to 
file. Incumbent Daniel Boone, 
who is seeking a second term, 
was the ninth filer on March 
26.

Angela Marie Pratt is the 
10th filer in the Congressional 
race. This is the second time 
she’s run for the Osage Con-
gress.

Incumbent William “Kugee” 
Supernaw filed for office on 
March 27 as the 11th filer. Su-
pernaw has served on all three 
Congressional bodies and this 
will be the third Congressional 
term he’s seeking.

 On March 28, James “Jim” 
Norris became the 12th filer 
for Congressional office. 

Also filing on March 28 were 
Osage Tax Commission mem-
bers Beverly Brownfield (13th) 
and Teresa Bates Rutherford 
(14th). Later that day, Jacque 
Jones filed as the 15th can-
didate. This is Jones’ second 
consecutive time seeking Con-
gressional office. Also seeking 
office for a second consecutive 
time is Justin Mays (16th).

Last-day filers on March 

31 were John Starr Bighorse 

(17th) and Richard Luttrell Jr. 

(18th) who ran for the Osage 

Minerals Council in 2010.

John Free, the current Sec-

ond Speaker of Congress, is 

the 19th candidate to file and 

he will be seeking his second 

consecutive term. 

The 20th Congressional 

candidate to file is Joe Con-

ner, a former ON Election 

Board member who served on 

the Osage government reform 

commission in 2006.

Cecelia Tallchief was the 

final Congressional candidate 

to file on March 31. This is 

Tallchief’s second run at seek-

ing a Congressional seat. In 

2010, Tallchief ran for Assis-

tant Principal Chief and she is 

a former ON Health Advisory 

Board member.  

The top six Congressional 

candidates who receive the 

most votes are elected to office. 

In the June 2012 election, 34 

Osages ran for the Third ON 

Congress. In 2010, 20 Osages 

ran for Congress, six ran for 

Assistant Principal Chief and 

five ran for Principal Chief.

All candidates will be sub-

ject to background checks be-

fore the ON Election Board 

certifies the list of candidates. 

The next Election Board meet-

ing is scheduled for April 9 

when certification of the candi-

dates is expected to take place.

Check back to www.osage-

news.org for updates regard-

ing the election and interested 

candidates who filed. Follow us 

on Facebook and Twitter to get 

breaking news and updates.

Candidates file for Third 
Osage Minerals Council
By Geneva Horsechief-Hamilton
Osage News

At the close of business April 
3, thirteen candidates had filed 
for a seat on the Third Osage 
Minerals Council. And more 
are expected to file.

The Osage News April edi-
tion went to press before the 
OMC candidate-filing deadline 
of April 7.

“We think there might be 
about ten more filing,” said 
Trey Rulo, Assistant Super-
visor at the Osage Election 
Office. “I’d say there may be 
around 20 (candidates) all to-
gether.”

Candidates are required to 
complete a 25-signature peti-
tion in order to qualify to run. 
Petitions must be completed 
and turned in by April 7 at 5 
p.m. Each petition requires 
25 different signatures from 
eligible Osage Mineral Estate 
shareholders.

“This is just how it’s always 
been done,” said incumbent 
candidate, Cynthia Boone 
about the petitions. “We have 
to have 25 headright owners 
who agree they want us to 
run.” 

Eligibility to run also re-
quires candidates be enrolled 
members of the Osage Nation, 
receive royalty income, and 
be 18 years of age or older on 
Election Day. The same guide-
lines apply for voters.

“Only lineal descendants 
from the 1906 Osage Allot-
ment roll who will be 18 years 
of age or older on Election Day 
and whose names appear on 
the quarterly annuity roll at 
the Osage Agency as of the 
last quarterly payment … will 
be entitled to vote,” according 
to the OMC Election Notice 
approved on March 20. The 
last quarterly payment for this 
election is March 2014.

The 13 candidates for the 
Third OMC as of April 3 are:

1. Ray McClain

2. Andrew Yates  
(Incumbent)

3. Melvin Core (Incumbent)

4. Myron Red Eagle 
(Incumbent)

5. William St. John

6. Galen Crum (Incumbent)

7. Kathryn Red Corn

8. Joseph “Blackbird” 
Cheshewalla

9. Cynthia Boone  
(Incumbent)

10. Cheryl Potts

11. Linda Heskett

12. Stephanie Erwin

13. Curtis Bear (Incumbent)

Different than the Osage 
Nation General Election, the 
OMC election voting system is 
not a one vote per person. 

“Each voter shall be entitled 
to cast one ballot and each bal-
lot shall have exactly the same 
value as the voter’s headright 
interest shown on the last 
quarterly annuity roll,” ac-
cording to the notice.

“Some (shareholders) have 
several headrights and some 
just have a small fraction of 
a headright,” said Andrew 
Yates, OMC Chair, about the 
royalty amounts that trans-
late into how much of a vote 
eligible shareholders have. 

Yates also satid there may 
be as many as 4,500 eligible 
voters who own the varying 
amounts of the original 2,229 
headrights.

Sonny Abbott, council mem-
ber and OMC Election Com-
mittee Chair, said the Code 
of Federal Regulations deter-
mine the election process, “ ... 
then we select an election su-
pervisor to run the election.” 

Chalene Toehay/Osage News 

Osages walk into the Osage Nation Election Office to vote in the early 
voting for the Primary Election on March 7, 2014. 

Chalene Toehay/Osage News

Alice Buffalohead was the first to file for the Fourth Osage Nation Con-
gress.
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Judge dismisses 
ethics complaint 
case against former 
Chief Red Eagle
By Benny Polacca
Osage News 

The ethics complaint lawsuit against former Osage Na-
tion Principal Chief John Red Eagle has been dismissed 
in wake of the Chief’s removal by the Third ON Congress.

In February, ON Attorney General Jeff Jones, who filed 
the complaint against Red Eagle in June 2013, asked the 
ON Trial Court to dismiss the case considering the issue is 
moot after Red Eagle was removed from office on Jan. 21.

“I didn’t feel there was any need to spend additional 
Osage Nation resources, there is nothing I can do in ad-
dition to what Congress did,” Jones said of his decision to 
end the case. This was the first time an ethics complaint 
was filed against an Osage elected official as allowed by 
tribal law.

Jones said if the ethics complaint case proceeded, he 
would have recommended that Red Eagle face a removal 
trial if Red Eagle had been convicted in the case.

Jones filed an initial three-count ethics complaint 
against Red Eagle in tribal court on June 12. He argued 
Chief Red Eagle broke Osage law when he allegedly inter-
fered with an investigation involving employee timesheets 
and a niece of Red Eagle’s. Jones also alleged Chief Red 
Eagle contacted the Gaming Enterprise Board and told 
them “that they will pay” for travel expenses for former 
board member Randy Carnett when the board decided not 
to pay for the entire travel to save costs.

On July 12, Jones filed an amended ethics complaint 
adding a fourth count regarding an Executive Branch ap-
pointment contract with Paul Allen who maintained Red 
Eagle’s www.johnredeagle.com website.

According to Osage law, all ethics complaints against 
Congressional and non-Congressional Osage Nation of-
ficials shall be filed with the Attorney General who will 
investigate and determine whether the complaint is valid 
and has standing. If the complaint has standing, the At-
torney General may file the case in Trial Court.

Presiding Trial Court Associate Judge Lee Stout grant-
ed the motion to dismiss the ethics complaint case and 
declared it closed, according to a court order filed Feb. 20.

OKC Native publishes ‘Osage 
Homecoming’ photobook

Oklahoma native, James Lambertus, displays his book titled “Osage Homecoming.”

By Benny Polacca
Osage News

An Oklahoma City area 
photographer compiled scores 
of images he’s taken of Osages 
in everyday life and celebrat-
ing their culture and created a 
photobook.

James Lambertus, Osage 
Foundation art grant recipient 
and long-time partner of Osage 
Congresswoman Shannon Ed-
wards, created and published 
the 200-page collection of pho-
tos into a book titled, “Osage 
Homecoming,” now for sale.

Lambertus said he began 
taking photos of Osages and 
Osage-related events when the 
reformed government started 
its launch in 2006.

At the March 15 Northern 
California Osage meeting in 
Oakland, Lambertus gave a 
brief presentation of his book. 

Lambertus, who is also pub-
lisher of Dreamcatcher maga-
zine in Norman, expressed 
thanks for the grant funding 
opportunity to the Foundation, 
“and the Osage for allowing me 
to be a friend – I’m Hopi. And 
I, through (ON Congresswom-
an) Shannon Edwards, became 
familiar with the Osages start-
ing with the First Congress, 
their first session.” 

Lambertus said other small 
projects through the Nation 
like a calendar under the 
Chief Jim Gray administra-
tion culminated in more photo 
opportunities that led to the 
photobook.

“It’s a visual book about 
Osage life that I’ve seen ... 
Things I was either at or aware 

of,” Lambertus said in describ-
ing his book. “The (book’s) 
opening spreads talk about 
Osage pre-history and legends 
and stories, the origin of the 
tribe. This was from a presen-
tation by Dr. Andrea Hunter 
(former ON Historic Preserva-
tion Office director) juxtaposed 
with an image from the ballet 
(Wahzhazhe: An Osage Bal-
let).” 

Launched in 2012, the Wa-
zhazhe ballet production also 
tells a chronological story of 
the Osage tribe. The produc-
tion also received grant assis-
tance from the ON Foundation. 

Lambertus said he also at-
tended Osage group trips to 
Fort Leonard Wood, Mo., in 
2012 where he shot images of 
rock carvings believed to be-
long to Osage ancestors. He 
also took photos during the 
annual Cultural Walk, which 
recreates the Osage ances-
tors’ footsteps from the Kan-
sas state line into present-day 
Osage County.

“It just spoke to me – people 
on journeys,” Lambertus said 
of the trip images. “I grew up 
in Oklahoma City totally un-
aware of the beauty that was 
in Osage County and I get a 
feel-good vibe there too, I like 
being there.”

Mindful of the “no photog-
raphy” rule during the annual 
June In-Lon-Schka dances, 
Lambertus said he did not in-
clude many photos taken dur-
ing the dances and said, “I 
didn’t want to intrude on that 
particular part of your culture 
but I did want to acknowledge 
it.”

Edwards, also present at 
the NCO meeting, touted the 
Foundation grant opportuni-
ties because: “to me, the proj-
ects that we’ve seen, those 
could’ve never happened 
without this matching grant 
and the support of all of us in 
matching (those funds). 

“For example with the book, 
my father (Osage) and mother 
(Chickasaw) matched a consid-
erable amount of that grant so 
that book could be produced,” 
Edwards said. “I felt it was 
really important for those im-
ages that had been collected 
over the course of seven years 
to be published for everyone to 
share and they’re about all of 
us.”

ON Foundation executive 
director Bill Webb said Lam-
bertus received a $25,000 arts 
matching grant in August 
2012. He also noted Lamber-
tus provided a professional 
photographer to take pictures 
at the Foundation’s 2012 fun-
draiser Christmas party of 
families in attendance at the 
event.

Lambertus said he is finaliz-
ing a sales event to discuss and 
sell the “Osage Homecoming” 
photobook in Pawhuska. De-
tails were unknown when the 
April 2014 edition of the Osage 
News went to press. 

For more information on the 
ON Foundation and matching 
grant opportunities, visit its 
website at www.osagefounda-
tion.org.

2014 Hun-Kah Session underway for Third ON Congress
By Benny Polacca
Osage News

The 2014 Hun-Kah Session 
is the final regular session for 
the Third Osage Nation Con-
gress before the June 2 prima-
ry election. During this year’s 
spring session, the current 
legislative body will consider 
several legislative bills, reso-
lutions, possible constitutional 
amendments and confirmation 
of appointees.

Another challenge the 
12-member Congress will 
tackle is consideration of the 
filed bills containing appropri-
ation requests for Osage tribal 
government funds.

According to Congressional 
Speaker Raymond Red Corn, 
the filed legislation to be con-
sidered during the 24-day ses-
sion exceeds available Osage 
government funds by $2.1 mil-
lion. With that in mind, Red 
Corn said the Congress mem-
bers, especially those sitting 
on the Congressional Appro-
priations Committee, would 
need to consider prioritizing 
recommendations for the Con-
gress to consider. 

On March 31, Principal 
Chief Scott BigHorse delivered 
the opening Executive Branch 
remarks to the Congress. He 
said several items the Nation 
is working on include “projects 

that have put Osages to work” 
and the government is going 
forward on “revitalizing” the 
campus with the ongoing mas-
ter campus plan.

“We’ve made great prog-
ress in our limited time in of-
fice, but our work is far from 
done,” said BigHorse who also 
said in his address he believes 
the Congressional session pri-
orities should “continue to put 
the needs of the Osage people 
first and politics last.” 

BigHorse also said: It’s an 
election year and as such, it is 
sometimes easy to lose sight 
of the goal which is and has 
always has been our sover-
eign rights, self-governance 

and economic empowerment. 
There are many important is-
sues, bills, and appointments 
that will be considered over the 
next few weeks and I urge the 
Congress to view their work 
this session through this lens. 
My staff and I are committed 
to working with the Congress, 
our boards and commissions 
and other outside entities and 
groups to make sure we pro-
tect our sovereignty, maintain 
the economic goals of the Na-
tion, promote and sustain our 
culture and work together to 
meet the needs of the Osage 
people. We look forward to a 
productive and cooperative 
Hun-Kah 2014 session.”

Red Corn raised the funding 
issue in his legislative branch 
remarks on March 31. He said: 
“This session, like others be-
fore it, requires the Congress 
to set priorities based on what 
we can afford. If we review 
the tally of appropriation bills 
before us, we can see our pro-
posed legislation exceeds avail-
able funds by $2.1 million. By 
rule, this issue is resolved by 
the Appropriations committee 
through recommendations to 
the Congress and committees 
of jurisdiction.”

In his final regular session 
opening remarks, Red Corn 
also praised his fellow Con-
gress members for their work 
efforts. Red Corn is seeking of-
fice in the 2014 Assistant Prin-
cipal Chief’s race during the 
June 2 general election. 

“This is my last regular ses-
sion address and I take this 
opportunity to thank my col-
leagues – all of them, past and 
present – and the Osage peo-
ple for the honor of this office,” 
Red Corn said. “We worked 
through daunting challenges, 
one after another, trying to 
make real the vision of a rep-
resentative government for 
the Osage people. We experi-
enced successes and failures, 
and by my estimation learned 
from both. It’s a small thing, 
but I’m most proud of the at-
titude this body exhibits when 
we meet, our respect for one 
another and our allowance for 

differences of opinion, no mat-
ter how far apart we are on an 
issue… Most of all, I’m proud 
that we are civil to one anoth-
er as we go about our work in 
these chambers. That tradi-
tion makes it an honor to serve 
here and an honor to have 
served you in this position.”

The Congress will consider 
several legislative items that 
include:

• Appointees for confirma-
tions to several ON boards 
and commissions as named 
by Chief BigHorse.

• ONES LLC Board: An-
thony Webb and for-
mer ON Congressman 
Eddy Red Eagle Jr.

• ON Gaming Enterprise 
Board: Henry Harjo and 
former ON Congress-
man Mark Simms

• ON Utility Authority Board: 
Paul Bemore, Homer Hold-
ing and Frank Johnson.

• Hearing the annual report 
from the Osage Limited 
Liability Company’s dur-
ing a scheduled Congres-
sional Commerce and 
Economic Development 
Committee on April 11.

• Confirmation of Terry 
Mason Moore as Assis-
tant Principal Chief.

• A legislative bill to ap-
propriate $200,000 toward 
designing a new dance 
arbor for the Pawhuska In-
dian Village (ONCA 14-16 
sponsored by Congressman 
Geoffrey Standing Bear).

• A legislative bill to ap-
propriate $125,000 to the 
Attorney General’s office for 
water rights work (ONCA 
14-23, Standing Bear).

• A legislative bill to do-
nate $75,000 to the city 
of Hominy for water 
treatment equipment 

See hun-Kah
—Continued  on Page 15
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2014

Election Debates

Osage Minerals Council

Debate
April 26, 2014 • 5-8 p.m.
Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural Center

Pawhuska, OK

General Election Debate
May 3-4, 2014

Saturday 5-8 p.m. • Sunday 1-4 p.m.
Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural Center

Pawhuska, OK

The Osage News would like to thank

the League of Women Voters of Tulsa

for hosting its debates.

Live streaming courtesy of the

Osage Nation Communications Department

Visit the Osage News online

for more details coming soon!

www.osagenews.org
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Osage Teen Wins Award in Miss Teen Tulsa Pageant 
Abigail Mashunkashey Rodgers 
Osage News

Josephine Horsechief, a 
19-year-old native Pawhus-
kan, did not grow up in the 
pageant world.

“It was my first pageant 
ever,” she said. “I just got the 
letter, and decided to go for it.”

Horsechief was one of more 
than 150 participants in the 
Miss Teen Tulsa pageant held 
Feb. 15.

In order to participate in 
the pageant, participants were 
first interviewed as part of a 
pre-selection process. After 
the pre-selection process was 
complete, participants were 
mailed a letter letting them 
know if they made the cut.

Horsechief was not the only 
novice. Most of the partici-
pants had never participated 
in a pageant before this one.

“I was very, very nervous, 
but it ended up being a lot of 
fun,” said Horsechief.

According to the Miss Teen 
Tulsa website, the 2014 win-
ner was Verdigris High School 
senior Kelsie Fox. The winner 
was decided by judging criteria 
that is centered on personal-
ity, honesty, and generosity, 
among other character traits 
and characteristics. The con-
testants competed in three 
categories: casual wear com-
petition, formal wear competi-
tion and personal interviews 
with the judges.

Although Horsechief didn’t 
take home the crown, she did 
win first runner-up for Most 
Photogenic, which landed her 
an invitation to participate in 
upcoming National Miss Teen 
competition Orlando, Fla., in 
2015. 

“Next year, in Orlando, 
there are many different pag-
eants – each (of which) award 
the contestants with amaz-
ing scholarship money,” said 
Horsechief.

According to the website, 
participants who make it to 
Orlando will compete for more 

than $30,000 in prizes, includ-
ing cash scholarships. The 
winner of National Miss Teen 
will receive a $40,000 scholar-
ship and a 2015 sports car.

“I’m taking a year off from 
school and would like to get 
back,” said Horsechief. “The 

scholarship money will help 
me get there faster.”

The pageants require regis-
tration fees, travel and other 
expenses. Horsechief’s father, 
Otto Hamilton, is helping her 
with funding. 

“We didn’t have a lot of time 

after we found out she was go-
ing to be in the pageant, but we 
got some good feedback from a 
few businesses in town,” said 
Hamilton. “Everybody was 
happy to help out, which was 
nice.”  

As for the actual pageant, 
Hamilton found the experience 
surreal.

“Jojo (Horsechief) was kind 
of a tomboy growing up,” said 
Hamilton. “She didn’t like 
dressing up or even wearing 
dresses. So, her competing in a 
pageant was pretty unexpect-
ed. But, of course, we wanted 
to support her with her en-
deavor, and she made my wife 
and I very proud.”

“We all compete in different 
dance competition categories 
at powwows, so it was some-
what similar to that,” Hamil-
ton added.

When asked if she would do 
it again, Horsechief was quick 
to respond, “Yes! It has been a 
great experience.”

As for going to Orlando, the 
family is waiting to hear more 
pageant details before they 
work on fundraising and/or 
seek sponsorships.

For any other young women 
hoping to get into the pageant 
world, Horsechief said they 
should go for it. “It’s hard at 
first, but once you get one pag-
eant done, it’ll be easy.”

To find out more details 
about the Miss Teen Tulsa 
pageant, go to their website at 
www.2014missteentulsa.com.

Josephine “Jojo” Horsechief won first runner-up for Most Photogenic at the Miss Teen Tulsa Pageant. She is 
standing with her father Otto Hamilton, her baby sister Wah-hre-she and her two younger brothers William and 
Antwine Hamilton.

Principal Chief Scott BigHorse delivers 
the annual State of the Nation address
By Benny Polacca
Osage News

Osage Nation Principal 
Chief Scott BigHorse delivered 
the 2014 State of the Nation 
to update the citizenry on the 
government operations and 
progress made in 2013.

In prepared remarks Big-
Horse acknowledged several 
departments and their accom-
plishments in providing servic-
es to the Osage public during 
the annual state of the Nation 
address on March 11. This 
year’s address was given in the 
Congressional Chambers be-
fore a full audience comprised 
of Osage citizens, their fam-
ily members, ON government 
employees and ON Congress 
members.

BigHorse shared highlights 
and accomplishments of the 
Nation’s government depart-
ments and entities, which in-
clude:

ON Senior Services, which 
provides weekday meals to 
Osage senior citizens, served 
46,500 meals to those who con-
gregate for weekday lunches 
served at the Title VI building 
in Pawhuska. Also, approxi-
mately 40,000 meals were de-
livered to homebound seniors 
throughout the Osage reserva-
tion. BigHorse calls the meal 
service “a powerful example of 
how we take care of our elders 
and we continue to do so.”

BigHorse said the ON Ar-
chives Department is digitiz-
ing documents so they will be 
stored in electronic format. 
“For years documents have 
been stored in various loca-
tions … the streaming of our 
documents not only leads to ef-
ficiency, but also overall secu-
rity of our information.”

Regarding health, BigHorse 
said the Pawhuska Indian 
Health Service clinic was re-

cently recognized by the Cen-
ter for Disease Control (CDC) 
“for achieving high blood pres-
sure control rates.” BigHorse 
said the clinic used tracking 
systems and electronic re-
minders to track patient prog-
ress regarding blood pressure 
control.

The ON Education Depart-
ment awarded over 2,000 
scholarships in the 2013 school 
year, which cost over $7 mil-
lion budgeted for the service, 
BigHorse said. The scholar-
ship program is available to 
all eligible Osage citizens, “to 
continue that higher education 
that is important for their en-
deavors and their futures that 
lie ahead for them.”

BigHorse also said the ON 
Historic Preservation Office 
celebrates that 575 cell towers 
have been processed through 
the Section 106 process, which 
brought $287,000 to the Na-
tion. The HPO staff has also 
provided 1,100 hours of moni-
toring that will be reimbursed 
by Enbridge for the ongoing 
pipeline project, he said.

BigHorse also acknowledged 
the recent opening of the 
Osage Casino Hotel properties 
in Skiatook and Ponca City. 
Though he did not provide 
revenue numbers for the two 
properties, thus far, BigHorse 
said: “If current performance 
remains consistent through 
the summer months, we expect 
to completely pay off the debt 
by the end of the fiscal year 
Sept. 30 for both casinos.”

The ON Housing Depart-
ment assisted approximately 
150 Native American house-
holds with services such as 
rental housing, down payment 
assistance, energy and utility 
bill assistance, BigHorse said.

The ON Constituent Servic-

Shannon Shaw Duty/Osage News

Principal Chief Scott BigHorse delivers his State of the Nation address at the Osage Nation Congressional Cham-
bers on March 11.

Shannon Shaw Duty/Osage News

Principal Chief Scott BigHorse honored Osage elders Christine No Ear and Otto Hamilton Jr. after he delivered 
the State of the Nation address on March 11 at the Osage Congressional Chambers. From L to R (back row) 
Osage Nation Princess Autumn Williams, Bonnie Pratt, Charlene Cozad. From L to R (front), Christine No Ear, 
Otto Hamilton Jr. and Marjorie Williams.

See state OF the natIOn
—Continued  on Page 20
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See ballet
—Continued  on Page 17

Ballet coming back 
to Osage County 
By Tara Madden
Osage News

An Osage mother and daughter team 
are opening a ballet studio in Pawhus-
ka this spring. 

Jenna Smith, 27, and her mother, 
Randy Tinker Smith, who both creat-
ed, “Wahzhazhe: An Osage Ballet,” are 
opening the Dance Maker Performing 
Arts Academy on April 14. The acad-
emy will be located in the old Senior 
Citizens building behind the Pawhus-
ka Police Station at 200 Palmer Ave.

“Ballet has been beneficial to my life 
by teaching discipline, work ethic and 
also helped me be more organized and 
structured,” Jenna said. 

Jenna will be the lone instructor for 
the time being and her mother will be 
the academy’s director. Electa RedCorn 
will also teach stretching and stress 
management in the academy, said 
Randy Tinker Smith. The academy 
hopes to have two dance instructors by 
summer and hopes Pilates and Yoga 
will be added soon. 

There will be an annual Registration 

fee of $25 per student, or $40 per fam-
ily. Tuition for the academy will range 
from $50 to $100 a month, parents will 
pay both an annual fee and tuition, de-
pending on age and how many times 
a week the students attend class, said 
Randy Tinker Smith. Dance Maker 
Academy is a nonprofit organization 
and fees will help cover rent, utilities, 
teacher costs and help buy supplies 
such as floors, bars, mirrors and cos-
tumes. There weren’t enough students 
in the area to function without the help 
of a nonprofit status, said Randy Tin-
ker Smith. 

Scholarship opportunities exist. A 
child can raise money through dona-
tions and reach a $600 goal, which will 
be turned over to the Arts and Human-
ities Council of Tulsa. Money marked 
for the child’s scholarship will cover 
one dance class per week and a week 
of dance camp during the summer, said 
Randy Tinker Smith. The student will 
be required to write a short letter to 
the sponsors to tell of their progress 
each month. The letters will be given to 

 Tara Madden/Osage News

Dance instructor Jenna Smith, Osage, surveys her upcoming dance academy.
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Abbott added that the election process remains consistent with just the change of 
the election supervisor.

The Bureau of Indian Affairs provides the eligible voter list and royalty amounts 
to the Election Supervisor. True Ballot, LLC, has been contracted by the OMC to 
administer the on-site election and ballot counting.

The OMC appointed five judges, five clerks, the Election Supervisor and As-
sistant Supervisor to the Election Board, they are:

• Michelle Hyatt, Judge

• Angela Krebbs, Judge

• Gary Weyl, Judge

• Brenda Brunger, Judge

• Rhonda Wallace, Judge

• Judy Hight, Clerk

• Rise Supernaw Proctor, Clerk

• Rachel White, Clerk

• Chelle Lookout, Clerk

• Faren Revard, Supervisor

• Trey Rulo, Assistant Supervisor

Election Day is Monday, June 2 from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. at the OMC Council 
Chambers in Pawhuska. All applications for absentee ballots must be received 
by the Election Office, Friday, May 23, before 5 p.m. or picked up at the Election 
Office by the eligible voter any time prior to the opening of the poll at 8 a.m., June 
2. The deadline for receiving absentee ballots is 8 a.m. Election Day.

For more information contact Faren Revard at (918) 287-5288, or MineralElec-
tion@osagenation-nsn.gov.

4h
–from Page 3

trophies. All awards were presented 
during the show. 

Participants whose animals cat-
egorized as market animals will be 
processed at a butcher shop for food. 
Breeding animals are put back to their 
herd; gilts are defined as female pigs 
with no litters of piglets, and barrows 
are defined as castrated male hogs, ac-
cording to the OSU extension office. 

“I am proud of each participant of 
the 4H program and they work really 
hard to get to the livestock shows,” said 
Jessica Janzen, extension educator of 
the OSU extension office. 

Winners
Osage participant results, ages, 

towns they are from, the categories in 
which they won and awards received 
in the Osage County 4H Jr. Livestock 
Show: 

Trenton Barnett, 17, Bowring, Grand 
Champion Steer, received Belt Buckle

• Halilie Campbell, 11, Fairfax,  
Reserve Grand Champion  
Heifer, Belt Buckle

• Sadie Hainzinger, 16, Braden,  
Reserve Champion Market  
Barrow, Belt Buckle  

• Emmaleigh Pennington, 17, 
Fairfax, Reserve Champion 
Breeding Gild, Belt Buckle

Other competitions included Live-
stock Judging awards and Showman-
ship awards: 

• Mary Lee Hainsinger, 12, 
Braden, 1st place in Jr. High 
Individuals Judging 

• Hayden Renfrow, 11, Braden, 
4th place in Jr. High In-
dividuals Judging

• HL Hainzinger, 11, and Mary 
Lee Hainszinger, 12, both of 
Braden, 1ST place in the Jr. 
High Teams Judging along 
with two other teammates. 

• Hayden Renfrow, 11, Barns-

dall and teammates, 2nd place 
in Jr. High Team Judging.

• Harleigh Moore, 16, Bur-
bank, 1st place in Sr. High 
Individuals Judging

• Sadie Hainzinger, 16, Braden, 
2nd place in Sr. High In-
dividuals Judging

• Lane Murphy, 17, Shidler, 4th place 
in Sr. High Individuals Judging 

• Harleigh Moore, 16, Burbank, 
1st with other teammates in 
the Sr. High Teams Judging 

• Lane Murphy, 17, Shidler, 2nd 
along with other teammates in 
the Sr. High Teams Judging 

• Lee Bowman, 14, Fairfax, 3rd 
along with other teammates in 
the Sr. High Teams Judging 

• Alexis Mashburn, 17, Fair-
fax, Sr. Champion Lamb 
Showmanship award

Special Awards Plaques

Beef:

• All Other Breeds (AOB) Reserve 
Champion, Sadie Hainzinger

Swine:

• Sadie Hainzinger, Madeline Pen-
nington, Emmaleigh Pennington

Lamb:

• Alexis Mashburn, Cooper Mashburn

Showmanship Awards Trophies

Swine:

• Sadie Hainzinger, Lee Bowman

Lamb:

• Alexis Mashburn

Other places finished:

• Alexis Mashburn  4th 
place Market Steers

• Mary Lee Hainzinger 3rd 
place Market Steers, 1st 
place Market Barrows

• Hayden Renfrow 3rd place 
Market Barrows

• Lee Bowman 2nd place 
Market Barrows

• Hayden Renfrow 4th place 
Market Barrows

• HL Hainzinger 5th place 
Market Barrows

• Lane Murphy 4th place 
Market Barrows

• Jacob Mashburn 2nd 
place Market lambs

• Cooper Mashburn 2nd 
place market lambs

• Jacob Mashburn 1st 
place market lambs

• Annabelle Yates 2nd and 3rd 
place Jr. Heifers Premium sale 

• Charlie Paslay 2nd place Ju-
nior Breeding Gilts

• Gage Paslay 5th place Ju-
nior Breeding Gilts

Winners provided by Jessica Janzen. 

Courtesy Photo

Annabelle Yates, 9, with her prize-winning heifer.

OmC
–from Page 7

and installation (ONCA 14-12, 
Congressman John Maker).

• A legislative bill to appropri-
ate $3.3 million for a Fairfax 
child care and senior care center 
(ONCA 14-10, Standing Bear).

• A legislative bill to appropriate 
supplemental funding of $550,000 to 
the ON Land Commerce and Pub-
lic Safety Division (ONCA 14-20, 
Congresswoman Alice Buffalohead).

• A legislative bill to appropriate 
$215,000 to the ON Home Health 

program for emergency cash flow, 

to pay health insurance costs and 

contract services (ONCA 14-21, 

Congresswoman Maria Whitehorn).

For more information, visit the ON 

Congressional Office page on the Na-

tion’s new government website at: 

www.osagenation-nsn.gov/who-we-are/

congress-legislative-branch.

Photo by Benny Polacca/ Osage News

The Third Osage Nation Congress started its 2014 Hun-Kah Session on March 31. (L to R) Ap-
pointed Assistant Principal Chief Terry Mason Moore,  Congressional Speaker Raymond Red 
Corn and Congressional Clerk Barbara Rice. 

hun-Kah
–from Page 9
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Ron Shaw files his 
candidacy for the 
Fourth Osage  
Nation Congress

I am Ronald Shaw 
from the Gray Horse 
district and wish to an-
nounce my candidacy 
for a seat in the Osage 
Nation Congress. My 
grandfather was John 
Shaw from the Bur-
bank area, a previous 
tribal councilman and 
my great-grandfather 
was Frank Shaw who 
was an Assistant Chief 
to Fred Lookout. Previ-
ously, I’ve had the honor 
and privilege of serving 
as the Chairman of the 
previous Osage Na-
tion Health Advisory/
Authority Boards until 
my resignation in April 
2013. Over these past 5 years I have been content with 
assisting the Osage Nation Executive and Congressional 

Candidate announCements

Melvin Core announces 
his candidacy for the Third 
Osage Minerals Council

     I, Melvin Core, a current 
member of the Osage Min-
erals Council, respectfully 
request your support as I 
seek re-election. I’m most 
confident that together we 
can continue to make a dif-
ference in moving the Osage 
Nation forward. 

I am a well qualified and 
knowledgeable candidate. 
My thirty-plus years work 
experience in the Minerals 
section of the Osage Agency, 
along with the past three 
and a half years serving as 
a member of your Minerals 
Council, affirms my confi-
dence that I am well able to 
make qualified suggestions 
and decisions on behalf of 
our great people. I value my 
Osage ancestry and the rich 
heritage of the Osage Tribe. 
I am committed to standing 
up for and protecting the 
best interest of the Osage 
shareholders and the Osage 
people.

My independent thinking 
and careful consideration 
of proposed policies affect-

ing our tribal interests is 
exemplified by my stand 
on withholding approval of 
the proposed changes in up-
dating the Code of Federal 
Regulations until all par-
ties could have an input; in-
cluding the Osage Minerals 
Council. It is important to 
me that all shareholders re-
main equipped with knowl-
edge and information about 
issues that will directly im-
pact them.

Oil and gas exploration 
and production has greatly 

benefited our people and 
has played a huge role in 
shaping our past, present 
and future. It is my desire 
to champion a positive rela-
tionship with both large and 
small companies as they 
continue to discover and de-
velop the mineral resources 
of the Osage Nation. 

It is requested that you 
consider my opinion that 
voting for members of the 
Osage Minerals Council 
has reverted back to Sec-
tion 9 of the Allotment Act 
that states that each eligible 
Osage voter who has an in-
terest in the Osage Minerals 
Estate will have one, and 
only one, full vote.

Due to your support in 
the last election, I have been 
honored to serve as a mem-
ber of the Osage Minerals 
Council, working for your 
best interest. I would be 
most grateful for the oppor-
tunity to continue in that ef-
fort and respectfully request 
your vote in my re-election 
endeavor. Thank you. 

Melvin Core

[The Osage News does not edit candidate announcements.]

Ray McClain
announces candidacy 
for the Third Osage 
Minerals Council 

I am taking this opportunity 
to offer for consideration of the 
Osage Mineral Estate Share-
holders, my candidacy to be a 
member of the Osage Minerals 
Council in 2014.   I bring with 
me, an entire lifetime of experi-
ence working in many facets of 
the energy business, including 
owning and operating several 
successful energy-related com-
panies, and an unblemished 
record of honesty and integrity.  
Take a look at my campaign 
platform, and if you think you 
want the same things to hap-
pen that I want for our Mineral 
Estate, I’ll be on the ballot for your consideration. 

That being said, please know that I am not a politician.  I have 
never ran for an elected office in my life.  This is the part I don’t 
know how to do.  I have always been simply a businessman and 
an entrepreneur.   I may not always tell you what you like to 
hear, but I will always tell you the truth. The truth is not always 
pretty, but I find that it always works best in the end.  We need 
8 business and/or energy technology oriented people to manage 
this Mineral Estate.  We have several now who are doing a great 
job, but we need to fill out this Council with much more experi-
ence.  That’s where I hope to fit in.      

The First Minerals Council of 2006 and the Second Miner-
als Council of 2010 have made many significant improvements 
to the way our Mineral Estate is being developed.  Should you 
elect me to this Council in June, 2014, I will work diligently to 
build on the many good things they have started, and I have 
many new things I wish to introduce.  The other seven Council 
Members will also have many things they wish to see done.  I 
will work closely with them to be sure all of these new ideas are 
given full consideration for development.  With everyone pulling 
in the same    general direction, many of these goals can be ac-
complished in the next four years.  

One Councilman is retiring this year.  It would be a great hon-
or if you would consider me for this very important job.  I think I 
can make a positive difference in the way we run this business.  
Your help, your support, and most of all, your advise  would be 
greatly appreciated.  

My platform can be found on a page on my web site:                                 
http://www.Osages-You-Need-To-Know.com  

Details of the platform issues I propose and my resumé are 
available via links to them from that web page.  If you do not 
have access to a computer, just call or write and I will mail all of 
the information to you on paper.

My telephone number is:
(918) 363-7350
My email address is:
raymcclain@osages-you-need-to-know.com 

My mailing address is:
Ray McClain
6310 Merrimack Drive
Sand Springs, OK  74063
                                                                 
    Thank you for your consideration.

Ray McClain, Osage Shareholder 

Ray McClain

Anthony Whitehorn announces
his candidacy for the Fourth
Osage Nation Congress

 

See shaw
—Continued  on Page 17

I am Anthony Whitehorn 
(Ki-he-ka-nah-she) and am 
honored to announce my can-
didacy, for Osage Nation Con-
gress. This decision was not 
made lightly. I sought the ad-
vise of many Osages to help my 
family and I make this impor-
tant leadership decision.

I graduated from North-
eastern State University with 
a Bachelors Degree in Busi-
ness Administration. I worked 
with companies in the Tulsa 
area until I went to work for 
the 30th Osage Tribal Coun-
cil and continued with 31st 
Osage Tribal Council.  My job 
was Project Specialist and de-
veloped several of the Tribe’s 
economic endeavors, includ-
ing the first casino. It was an 
exciting time in the economic 
growth of the tribe. Our ability 
to game had just become a re-
ality, we navigated the process 
to get Osage Business Enter-
prise 8(a) certified. At the same 
time Osage Nation Enterprise, 
Inc. was established to perform 
non-8(A) business.  All these 
businesses were started when 
the Osage did not have a large 
revenue stream as we do today. 
I am proud of the work that we 
accomplished while working at 
the Tribe. I know what it is like 
to work on “the Hill” and love 
your job and at the same time 
wonder if you will have a job.

When my time was up at the 
Tribe, my wife and I started a 
company providing foot care 
services.  We operated a clinic 
in Hominy and provided ser-
vices to nursing homes and 
assisted living facilities. We 
grew the company to twenty 
employees and three doctors. 
It was very rewarding and 
challenging and would have 
been impossible without great 
employees who provided excel-
lent service to the people we 
served. After three years, a 
company made an offer to buy 
our business and we chose to 
take the offer.  We then moved 
to the Owasso area and have 
focused on the school and 
sporting activities of our kids.

I have observed our new 
government and I believe we 

are at a critical point in it’s 
formative years. As a Con-
gressman it will be important 
to work along side the Office of 
the Chief adhering to proper 
checks and balances in decision 
making for all Osage people. 
I will not be a rubber stamp 
for the Executive, instead I 
will work with my colleagues 
and the Chief to provide clear 
and concise direction for our 
Nation. We can accomplish 
this through professional and 
courteous communication. We 
have to establish UNITY in 
this government: communica-
tion, direction, and respect are 
key. Unity will propel our Na-
tion forward.

We can promote longevity 
and sustainability within the 
Osage Nation by taking action 
to get our financial house in 
order and create an environ-
ment to diversify our Nation’s 
Economic Development. I will 
use my business experience 
to work with the Executive 
Branch to establish fiscal ac-
countability and transparency 
of our Nation’s revenue and 
expenditures, it’s our money. 
I understand as an elected of-
ficial, it is my responsibility to 
be prudent with the people’s 
money.

I am asking for your vote.

Tony Whitehorn

Ron Shaw
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–from Page 16

Penta
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branches with issues regarding the im-
provement of Osage health care. I’ve 
waited and watched for something of 
substance to happen and have seen no 
significant actions for Osage Health to 
have taken place during the adminis-
trations of 2 previous principal Chiefs 
and 3 previous elected Osage Nation 
Congresses. I have published articles 
on health and compacting of the Indian 
Health Service monies for Osages but 
it is time for me to do more and to ef-
fect a change for the better. A compact-
ed clinic will allow us to offer reduced 
wait times to see a health care provider 
and expanded contract health services. 
The Osage Nation government needs to 
provide expanded addiction treatment 
services and I have a plan that would 
create a premier addiction treatment 
center of excellence.

 There are other issues that confront 
the Wazhazhe people including an in-
vestment entity that is broken. I sup-
port a reorganization to the extent that 

the Osage LLC would be abolished and 
a different investment structure be cre-
ated. Our gaming enterprise needs to 
be more accountable to the Osage peo-
ple and our elected officials.

Our children require more help and 
support so that they are not at a dis-
advantage in their educational efforts, 
even at the elementary level.

Our elderly need more services here 
at home. Establishing expanded trans-
portation services and a local imaging 
and dialysis center would cut hours off 
our Osage patients transport times to 
better spend with families.

Finally, the Osage Nation Congress 
needs to make a genuine effort to work 
with the executive branch (Principal 
Chief’s office). Indeed the 2 branches 
are set up to provide a check and bal-
ance system for the government of our 
people. What we have had however has 
been constant gridlock. I ask for your 
vote to allow me to serve in the Osage 
Nation Congress as a new mind and a 
new Spirit, ready to go to work.

There is no other time, this is the 
time!

Randy Smith to be emailed to the prop-
er sponsor. Younger students will have 
help writing their letters, said Randy 
Tinker Smith. 

Jenna Smith is from the Wa-Ka-Ko-
Li’n District and participates in the In-
Lon-Schka dances every June. She has 
been dancing since she was three years 
old. She graduated in 2011 from Oral 
Roberts University with a Bachelors of 
Science in Dance Performance. Jenna 
choreographed the ballet, “Wahzhazhe: 
An Osage Ballet,” which premiered in 
Tulsa and Bartlesville and the Smith-
sonian National Museum of the Ameri-
can Indian. Jenna was also a recipient 
of the Osage Nation scholarship fund.

The goal for the academy is to be part 
of the community and to give children a 
place to learn ballet and other arts, said 
Randy Tinker Smith. Other arts the 
mother and daughter team hope to in-
corporate includes jazz, modern dance, 
musical theater, drama, painting and 
designing costumes. The main goal for 
the academy is to teach students to a 
professional level of dance, in hopes 
of being able to have their own dance 
company made of Osage performers. 

“Choosing Pawhuska, we are in 
hopes of getting a high rate of male 
dancers, which could put us on the 
map,” said Randy Tinker Smith. “Male 
ballet dancers are hard to come by and 
we are excited to see extraordinary 
things from these young Osage kids.”

Jenna Smith said by opening her 
dance academy in Pawhuska is a way 
to give back and help the youth of her 
tribe to strive to be professional danc-
ers. With her connections in the ballet 
world she will be able to help the stu-
dents network and find dance camps 
and jobs after they graduate, she said. 

Recitals will most likely be held at 
the Constantine Theater in Pawhuska, 
said Randy Tinker Smith. When asked 

ballet
–from Page 14

Tara Madden/Osage News

Dance Maker Academy is a nonprofit organization, located in the old senior citizens building 
in Pawhuska. Classes start April 14.

if the kids would learn the choreogra-
phy to “Wahzahzhe: An Osage ballet,” 
Jenna Smith said it could be a possibil-
ity. 

“Parental Involvement is vital! We 
also want participation from grand-
parents, aunts, uncles, we want this to 
be very community involved,” Randy 
Smith said.

The studio will have an adminis-
tration office, a boy’s dressing room, a 
girl’s dressing room, lobby, large dance 
studio for older students and a small 
dance room for the younger students, 
a costume room/activities room and a 
kitchen, as well as a meeting room. 

To make a donation, mail a check 
to the Arts and Humanities Council 
of Tulsa, 101 E. Archer St., Tulsa, OK 
74103.

For more information please contact 
Jenna or Randy Smith at osageballet@
gmail.com or visit their Facebook page, 
Osage Ballet.

Courtesy Photo 

Jenna Smith.

held company possessing an impressive financial statement, bonding capacity 
and a commendable safety record. For more information, visit www.pentabldg-
group.com or contact Jennie Bowman at 702-614-1678 or by email at jbowman@
pentabldggroup.com.

Letters to the Editor 
If you would like to submit a letter to the editor, please mail it to the Osage 
News, Attn.: Shannon Shaw, 619 Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056 or send 
email to sshaw@osagetribe.org. Letters must be respectful and informative to 
the reader, and may be edited for grammar, clarity and space.
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tion on her recording project at 
the Northern California Osage 
spring gathering in Oakland. 
She said her album is near 
completion with one more day 
of studio mixing needed. 

Featured on the album are 
guitarists Adam Levy (Tracy 
Chapman, Norah Jones), Julie 
Wolf (Indigo Girls, Carly Si-
mon), and bass player of Osage 
heritage Paul Olguin (Mazzy 
Starr), according to the news 
release. The cover art of the al-
bum is by Osage photographer 
Teresa Meade.

Cassity, a Ponca City High 
School and University of Okla-
homa graduate, said she is 
planning to relocate back to 
Oklahoma where she plans to 
share more of her music with 
Indian Country. When she’s 
not playing music or singing, 
Cassity works as a therapist 
and holds a nursing degree.

When Cassity moved to 
Northern California 10 years 
ago, she met several Osages 
and other Native Americans 
living in the Bay Area. One 
theme she noticed in meeting 
others is “a deep desire for be-
longing,” which is part of her 
inspiration for making music.

“Being a therapist, I really 
have learned about working 
with historical trauma in Na-
tive American people, assimi-
lation, genocide,” Cassity said. 
“In working with trauma and 
historical trauma, there’s a 
deep desire for belonging and 
to me it’s one of the deep-
est psychological needs that 
we have as humans … When 
you’re displaced by the powers 
that be and constantly hav-
ing to fight for your rights to 
exist, it causes a lot of stress 
and that stress can turn family 
members against each other.”

“This is a time when fami-
lies must reach for resilience 
and find their strengths and 
gifts and talents and find a 
way to get along, I think this is 
true for our Osage families as 
well,” Cassity said. “The theme 
of my new album is all of this 
rolls into my arts, my expres-
sion is overcoming hardship 
and finding resilience in heal-
ing through nature, love, hu-
mor, compassion, strength and 
heritage.”

During the NCO event, 
Cassity played a recording of 
one of the album songs titled, 
“Bells.” The song features use 
of contemporary musical in-
struments as well as usage 
of Osage dance bells worn by 
NCO steering committee mem-
ber James Gregory and Tavish 
Kelley, son of NCO steering 
committee member Nanette 
Kelley.

“I had the idea of bringing 
Osage dance bells to the song 
because I believe the sound 
of the bells and the drum and 
In-Lon-Schka are healing and 
powerful,” Cassity said.

In reaching out to the Osage 
public, Cassity said she plans 
to release 200 downloadable 
copies of “Songs from the Well” 
to the first 200 Osages who 
contact her at a date to be an-
nounced during this spring.

According to the ON Foun-
dation, Cassity was awarded 
a matching grant in October 
2013 for a maximum of $17,375 
with the funding to assist in 
the recording and distribution 
of the album. Cassity created 
an indiegogo.com website page 
to promote her album and to 
collect matching grant dona-
tions from the public. On Jan. 
11, Cassity’s online fundraiser 
ended with $20,050 raised by 
online supporters.

Cassity said a CD release 
party is also planned for the 
Bay Area on April 26 at the 
Subterranean Arthouse in 
Berkeley. For more informa-
tion on this event, visit the 
venue website at www.subter-
raneanarthouse.org. 

For more information, Mar-
ca Cassity’s website is: www.
marcacassity.com

CassIty
–from Page 2

April 18th is the
deadline for all submissions 

for the May issue of the

Mark it on your calendars!

www.osagenews.org
619 Kihekah • Pawhuska, OK 74056
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osage Culture
Our Enduring Story

Charles Red Corn

Charles Red Corn
Osage News

We are told that long 
ago Old Osage Men would 
meet and talk. As I under-
stand it, they discussed 
things they had observed 
during centuries of living 
and walking the earth. It 
is an easy thing to create 
mental images of those An-
cient Ones sitting around a 
warm fire trying to under-
stand nature. They knew 
it was a complex task they 
were undertaking. They did 
not have computers and cell 
phones and tape recorders. 
They had only themselves, 
and their ability to observe 
and to reason and that was 
enough. I suspect Older 
Osage Women were also 
communicating with each 
other and they had a strong 
influence on the outcome of 
our history.

We are told they walked 
the earth, observing nature, 
learning about the sun, the 
moon and the stars. They 
learned the patterns those 
heavenly bodies followed 
and the seasons that those 
heavenly bodies had cre-
ated. 

They thought of the buf-
falo, the elk, the deer as 
their brothers, we are told.  

In their reasoning, those 
ancient wise ones separat-
ed their lives into the Wa-
ter People who they called 
Wah-Zha-Zhi, the Earth 
People they called Hun-
Kah and the Sky People 
they called Tzi-Zhu.  

We are truly fortunate 
that those ancient thinkers 
were brilliant people. They 
had Holy People who re-
membered their teachings 
word for word, and could 
recite those teachings much 
like today when we read a 
book.   

Francis LaFlesche, a 
member of the Omaha 
Tribe, recorded our story as 
we evolved from a People 
to Families, then Clans. 
He did most of his work 
during the period of 1910 
through 1923 and gathered 
his information from Osage 

People who were made up 
of generations of tradition-
al Osages who based their 
teachings on what they 
learned during those ancient 
times when they walked the 
Earth. This, of course, took 
centuries to evolve into a full 
history and hopefully, will  
continue. 

Francis La Flesche was 
fluent in the Omaha Lan-
guage. The Omaha language 
is much the same as Osage, 
in fact, it’s the same Siouxan 
dialect. Also, La Flesche was 
a well-educated person who 
also was articulate in the 
English language.

Also, there was John 
Joseph Matthews, a well-
educated Osage who was 
brilliant. He devoted much 
of his life to telling the 
Osage story, and for that we 
are grateful. He presented 
our story in a manner that 
is good.

 
What those Ancients 

learned about mankind 
included many aspects of 
human existence that are 
Economic, Social and Spiri-
tual. They took from nature 
symbols of what they learned 
and they used those symbols 
as protectors against harm-
ful forces of nature and man.  

Our history is an exciting 
and beautiful history.  

Those characteristics the 
Ancient Osages developed 
have guided our People 
through difficult periods of 
history, and today we are 

Joseph Goodfox Jr., son of Osage Congresswoman Alice Buffalohead on 
Spring Break in San Antonio, Texas, downtown at the market.

osages around
the World

See Culture
—Continued  on Page 22

Child immunization month
By ON WIC staff

Vaccines save lives. Did you 
know that every year childhood 
vaccines prevent approximate-
ly 10.5 million cases of infec-
tious illness and 33,000 deaths 
in the United States? Thanks 
to our nation’s vaccination pro-
gram, parents today haven’t 
had to witness the devastating 
effects of many diseases like 
polio which paralyzed millions 
of children before the vaccine 
was created in 1955.  

Why Vaccinate Your Child?
Vaccines are recommended 

for very young children be-
cause their immune systems 
are not fully mature and their 
stomachs produce less acid, 
making it easier for ingested 
bacteria and viruses to multi-
ply. This leaves them the most 
vulnerable to serious diseases.

Are Vaccines Safe?
There are some parents that 

consider delaying or refusing 
vaccinations because of claims 

that they cause disorders such 
as autism. Every one of these 
claims has been investigated 
by top researchers and they 
have concluded that vaccines 
do not cause chronic disorders. 
In fact, before vaccines can be 
given to people they must go 
through a rigorous approval 
process that typically takes 15 
years and an average of $500 
million. The safety, purity, po-
tency and effectiveness of all 
vaccines are ensured by the 
Food and Drug Administra-
tion.  

To learn more about vac-
cines and find immunization 

schedules for your child visit: 
www.cdc.gov/vaccines/

Look for future nutrition-re-
lated articles from Osage Na-
tion WIC in the Osage News!

WIC is the Special Supple-
mental Nutrition Program for 
Women, Infants and Children. 
WIC is available to low-income 
pregnant, breastfeeding, and 
non-breastfeeding postpartum 
women, and to infants and 
children up to age five who are 
found to be at nutritional risk.

If you would like to learn 
more about Osage Nation WIC 
please contact 1-800-460-1006. 

es Department, which handles 
Osage citizenry inquiries for 
services such as basic service 
information requests, burial 
assistance and the health ben-
efit card, processed 4,606 re-
quests for assistance in 2013, 
BigHorse said.  Of those 2013 
requests, 3,418 were from 
Osage citizens, he said.

BigHorse said the ON So-
cial Services Department and 
the Information Technolo-
gies department teamed up 
on a project that would allow 
SS workers to have a “tele-
presence” in all 77 Oklahoma 
counties so those workers 
could appear via telephone/
video conference in all county 
courthouses when cases in-
volving Osage children are be-
ing heard.  

The Social Services Depart-
ment is also promoting the 
need for more Osage foster par-
ents in Oklahoma and other 
states. “This recruitment has 
led to the first two Osage fos-
ter families in the state of Cali-
fornia … I cannot tell you how 
important it is to have Osage 
foster parents, we have a num-
ber of children out there that 
do get sent out of our reserva-
tion, out of our jurisdictional 
boundaries and they end up 
in systems that are very, very 
hard to get them out of once 
they enter into those court sys-
tems,” BigHorse said.

Regarding economic de-
velopment opportunities, 
BigHorse noted the partner-
ship between the Nation and 
Enbridge to provide job and 
revenue opportunities for the 
Nation. The Nation’s Human 
Resources Department be-
came a point of contact for the 
partnership and the ON Edu-
cation Department won a U.S. 
Department of Labor award 
for the success of its 477 pro-
gram that put 65 previously 
unemployed Osages to work 
qualifying 477 clients to work 
on the Enbridge pipeline, Big-
Horse said.

BigHorse said the Osage 
Nation Energy Services LLC 
Board worked to secure local 
company Arrow Pipeline as 
a contractor for the pipeline 
project. “The positive ripple ef-
fect for the project resulted in 
over 200 Osages and extended 
families of Osages going to 
work at jobs that are sustain-
able income,” he said.

The ON Human Resources 
Department issued over $1.2 
million for employee merit pay 
last year to the Nation’s gov-
ernment employees, BigHorse 
said. The employees receive 
the merit pay awards each 
fall depending on the scores 

received on their yearly per-
formance evaluations. He also 
noted: “The Congress, which 
I applaud, has given our em-
ployees (minimum) wage in-
creases … which jumped from 
$7.50 an hour to $10 an hour.” 
Passed into Osage law in 2011, 
the Nation’s minimum wage 
increased from $10/ hour to 
$11.50/ hour starting with this 
fiscal year, which started Oct. 
1.

The Nation’s diabetes pro-
gram treated 758 diabetic pa-
tients “and folks, everywhere 
I go, I get compliments on 
our diabetic program and the 
good that it does because it’s 
a well-known fact that diabe-
tes is striking our young ones 
now and it’s not an elderly 
disease any longer,” BigHorse 
said, adding 48 percent of the 
patients are considered “in-
control” of managing their dia-
betes.

BigHorse also acknowledged 
the Nation’s inaugural em-
ployee fitness challenge held 
in 2013 to promote and en-
courage healthy lifestyles and 
weight-loss among the employ-
ees in a friendly multi-group 
competition. There were 120 
participants and among those 
participants a reported total 
of 630 pounds were lost, Big-
Horse said.

The Nation’s public health 
program 2013 statistics re-
ported by BigHorse include: 
610 nursing appointments, 136 
pediatric clinic appointments, 
11 public health referrals, 12 
foot clinics with over 50 clients 
served and 11 home deliveries 
of medication or supplies.

The ON Foundation holds 
an annual charity golf tour-
nament to raise money for 
the annual youth camps held 
each summer. The 2013 foun-
dation golf tournament raised 
approximately $20,000 in net 
proceeds, BigHorse said, add-
ing 140 youth participated in 
the 2013 camp activities with 
70 percent of the attendees be-
ing Osage citizens.

Five arts matching grants 
applicants were awarded fund-
ing in 2013, BigHorse said add-
ing those recipients worked on 
projects including the “Wa-
zhazhe: An Osage Ballet pro-
duction, the Hominy Indians 
football team documentary, 
the music album matching 
fundraiser for California-based 
Osage musician Marca Cas-
sity, and an art event at the 
Woolaroc museum.

BigHorse said the 2014 ON 
Foundation Golf Tournament 
is scheduled for May 12 at the 
Ponca City Country Club.

BigHorse acknowledged the 
Nation’s Information Tech-
nologies Department which 
worked on projects including 
an emergency notification sys-
tem that will be embedded in 

the Nation’s new government 
website launched this month.

The new ON government 
website is at: www.osagena-
tion-nsn.gov

The Nation’s Election Office 
and IT department have also 
launched a new database for 
tracking incoming and outgo-
ing Osage voter information, 
BigHorse said.

BigHorse also referred to 
the Nation’s $30 million per-
manent fund established via 
tribal law in 2013 by the Third 
ON Congress. The fund’s in-
tent is to use the money “for 
providing direct services to 
the Nation,” he said applaud-
ing the Congress and the ON 
Treasury Department.

In 2013, BigHorse said the 
Nation provided $4.3 million 
for the health benefit card pro-
gram and $461,000 for burial 
and hardship assistance pro-
grams, which are direct servic-
es available to Osage citizens.

The ON Roads Department 
worked on the 10.7-mile Chief 
Paul Pitts Road project be-
tween Wynona and Barnsdall, 
BigHorse said. Another ON 
road project is phase two of 
the 36th Street North in Tul-
sa (within the Osage County 
boundary) that is near comple-
tion, BigHorse said.

The ON Environmental and 
Natural Resources Depart-
ment (ENR) is working with 
the U.S. Geological Survey on 
a hydrology study project, Big-
Horse said. 

 

Two Osage elders honored
At the conclusion of his ad-

dress, BigHorse recognized 
and honored Osage elders 
Christine No Ear and Otto 
Hamilton Jr., who were both 
present. “These two elders 
have always inspired me,” said 
BigHorse who presented them 
each with a Pendleton blanket.

BigHorse said honoring el-
ders is important because, 
“our elders are our lifeline to 
our future and how we conduct 
ourselves, especially in our 
cultural ways … The month 
of June isn’t the only month 
of the year we have culture – 
culture continues around the 
clock every day for us Osage 
people.”

Hamilton and No Ear were 
this year’s selected honorees at 
the since-cancelled Sovereign-
ty Day Powwow. The powwow 
was not held due to the pass-
ing of Osage elderMartha Ruth 
Davis, the mother of scheduled 
Head Man Dancer Fi Davis. 
Martha Ruth Davis was one 
of the remaining Osage full 
bloods from the Hominy Dis-
trict.

state OF 
the natIOn

–from Page 20
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APRIL
April 7

Philip Tinker Lecture 
on Crime and Violence 
in Indian Country
Wah Zha Zhe  
Cultural Center
Pawhuska, Oklahoma
Starting at 10 a.m.
For more informa-
tion contact jhudgins@
osagenation-nsn.gov

April 12
Osage ACT Prep Test Date
Registration Deadline  
is March 7
For more information 
visit www.actstudent.org

April 12
Basketball Skills 
Challenge
Hominy Boys and 
Girls Club
Hominy High School 
(Old gym)
Ages 7-12 years and 
Ages 13-18 years old
From 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
For more information 
contact (918) 885-1217

April 21
Boys and Girls Clubs 
of Osage Nation 
Annual Charity  
Clothes Drive 
Marvin’s Food Parking Lot
Hominy, Oklahoma 
From 9:30 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m.
For more information 
contact Faith Allison 
at (918) 287-5472

April 22
Boys and Girls Clubs 
of Osage Nation 
Annual Charity  
Clothes Drive 
Palace Grocery 
Parking Lot
Fairfax, Oklahoma 
From 9:30 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m.
For more information 
contact Faith Allison 
at (918) 287-5472

April 23
Boys and Girls Clubs 
of Osage Nation 
Annual Char-
ity Clothes Drive 
Flag Pole at 4 Way Stop
Pawhuska, Oklahoma 

From 9:30 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m.
For more information 
contact Faith Allison 
at (918) 287-5472 

April 23
General Election 
Information
Absentee Ballot 
Mailing Begins
For more information 
contact (918) 287-5286 
or (877) 560-5286

April 26
Osage News Election  
Debates 
Debate for Osage 
Minerals Council
Wah Zha Zhi Cultural  
Center
Pawhuska, Oklahoma
From 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.

MAY 

May 3 
Osage News Election  
Debates
Debate for General  
Election
Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural  
Center
Pawhuska, Oklahoma
From 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

May 4 
Osage News Election  
Debates
Debate for General  
Election 
Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural  
Center 
Pawhuska, Oklahoma
From 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.

May 5
General Election 
Information 
Deadline to Request 
an Absentee Ballot
For more information 
contact (918) 287-5286 
or (877) 560-5286

May 10
Grayhorse War Mothers
Grayhorse Indian Village
Flag Raising be-
gins at 1:30 p.m.
For more information 
contact (918) 396-3314

May 12
Osage Nation Founda-
tion 3rd Annual Char-
ity Golf Tournament

Ponca City Country Club
Ponca City, Oklahoma
Registration deadline  
is May 5
For more information  
contact Bill Webb at 
(405) 415-0383

May 24
United Osages of Southern 
California Spring Meeting
Carlsbad-by-the-Sea  
Resort
Carlsbad, Calif.
For more information, 
email Bill Myers at 
billmyers1729@gmail.com

May 30
General Election 
Information 
Early Voting – Polls 
Open 12 p.m. to 8 p.m.
For more information 
contact (918) 287-5286 
or (877) 560-5286

May 31 
General Election 
Information 
Early Voting – Polls 
Open 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
For more information 
contact (918) 287-5286 
or (877) 560-5286

JUNE
June 2 

General Election 
Election Day – Polls 
Open 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
For more information 
contact (918) 287-5286 
or (877) 560-5286

June 14
Osage ACT Prep Test Date
Registration Deadline is  
May 9
For more information 
visit www.actstudent.org

Have an event? Send event 
information to the Osage News, 
Attn.: Shannon Shaw, 619 Ki-
hekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056; 
email sshaw@osagenews.org, 
or fax to (918) 287-5563. Make 
sure to include event date, loca-
tion, email and Web address (if 
applicable) and a phone number 
where someone can be contact-
ed for validation if necessary. 
Deadline for the May 2014 issue 
is April 18, 2014.

Save the Date!
–Local Events Calendar

Community
Osage author 
establishes scholarship 
at Univ. of Missouri

William Trogdon, who writes under William Least 
Heat-Moon, is a notable Mizzou alumnus, and author of 
the New York Times bestseller, “Blue Highways.” While 
his ancestry includes European lineages, it is his Osage 
heritage that now paves the way for his personal and 
family legacy through a gift to the University of Missouri 
School of Health Professions.

Trogdon has recently established the Ralph Grayston 
Trogdon Osage Tribal Scholarship in honor of his father, 
and in support of Osage students who want to pursue a 
health professions education at Mizzou. The $100,000 gift 
will support one or more annual scholarships for academi-
cally excellent SHP students who are acknowledged mem-
bers of the Osage Nation.

Trogdon considers the scholarship a gift of gratitude. 
“The lore and culture of the Osage people, who once lived 
where I live now, have been important to me from an early 
age and continuing to today,” he said. “My books would 
not be what they are without that influence. The scholar-
ship is a small way to thank Osages past and present.”

The School of Health Professions has a history of re-
turning graduates to rural and underserved areas. 

Trogdon is grateful for the audience his books have 
garnered, and believes that the scholarship is helping to 
pay forward what has come to him from his readers. Since 
“Blue Highways” in 1982, Trogdon, writing as William 
Least Heat-Moon, has published eight other titles, includ-
ing the recent, “Roads to Quoz: An American Mosey,” and 
“Here, There and Elsewhere: Stories from the Road.”

The Braden 4-H club would like to thank Raymond Red Corn for attending the 79th annual Osage county junior 
livestock show and sale held recently in Pawhuska, OK. Mr. Red Corn showed his support of 4-H by purchasing 
the premium on Sadie Hainzinger’s Reserve Grand Champion market barrow at the sale. Sadie was one of many 
Osage exhibitors who participated in the show.

Pictured above are Communities of Excellence staff Mary Big Horse, Sal-
lie Williams, Native American MPower Staff Katelyn Rulo, Nataska Rouse, 
Human Relations Clint Hill, Assistant Principal Chief Terry Mason Moore, 
Principal Chief Scott Big Horse, and Electa Hare-RedCorn, Cessation Com-
munity Liaison presenting the award to Chief BigHorse. Not pictured, 
Gail Boe, CX director who had a flight delay on way back from D.C.

Osage Nation Achieves 
Certified Healthy  
Oklahoma Excellence
By Osage Communities  
of Excellence Staff

On February 13, 2014 the 
Osage Nation received an 
award for efforts in creating 
a healthier workforce. The 
awards are granted to appli-
cants at the school, business, 
and community level who can 
submit proof of efforts in their 
citizens eating better, moving 
more, and being tobacco-free. 

Businesses that provide 
wellness opportunities see a 
return on their investment, “ 
… decreased insurance pre-
miums, fewer sick days, and 
increased productivity and 
morale,” according to the Okla-
homa Turning Point Coun-
cil, a nonprofit consortium of 
state organizations promoting 
a healthier Oklahoma since 
1997. The council manages 
Oklahoma Certified Healthy 
Programs. 

On the other end of the 
spectrum, smokers are a li-
ability to businesses and the 
state. Smokers have 50 per-
cent more missed workdays 
than non-smokers and ac-
count for $1.556 billion in lost 
productivity from premature 
death annually in the state 
of Oklahoma due to smoking 
related illnesses, according to 
the CDC. The trend is to in-
clude e-cigarettes and vapors 
in tobacco-free campus policies 
because they are not a clini-
cally proven cessation device, 
such as the 1-800-quit-now 
Oklahoma Tobacco helpline. 
The helpline has helped Okla-
homans move from 47th worst 

smoking rate to a 3-way tie for 
37th worst adult smoking rate.

In 2008, More than four 
years after the original policy 
went into effect, the Osage Na-
tion has signed an almost iden-
tical policy against commercial 
tobacco use on governmental 
properties.  

“There was a failure to prop-
erly implement the policy in 
2008 and the Nation is empha-
sizing healthy living at this 
time,” said Gail Boe, Osage 
Nation Communities of Ex-
cellence Program Director, “It 
was the right time to review 
the policy and strengthen any 
existing weaknesses.” 

The policy purpose states, 
“ … all Osage Nation gov-
ernmental properties and/
or leased facilities shall be 
tobacco free. Use of tobacco 
products is prohibited in or on 
Osage Nation owned or leased 
property, inside and outside 
campus buildings, parking 
lots, personal vehicles parked 
in Osage Nation owned park-
ing lots, (federal government) 
vehicles and Osage Nation 
owned vehicles.”

The Osage Communities of 
Excellence program would like 
to thank the Human Relations 
office and the nation’s leader-
ship in supporting wellness 
policies that will help all em-
ployees and visitors live lon-
ger, stronger lives.

Also included in the policy is 
the Pawhuska Indian Health 
service clinic situated in prop-

See CertIFIed
—Continued  on Page 22
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Osage Nation Jobs: Applica-
tions may be downloaded at 
www.osagetribe.com/main_job-
search.aspx or obtained at the 
Osage Nation Human Resourc-
es Department located at 621 
Grandview in Pawhuska. In-
terested applicants can also call 
(918) 287-5445 or email HR at 
atrumbly@osagetribe.org. Ap-
plications must be received in 
Human Resources no later than 
4 p.m. on the date of closing.  
Late applications will not be  
accepted.

Regulatory Compliance In-
ternal Auditor I – Pawhuska 
Gaming Commission. Bach-
elor’s degree or equivalent re-
lated. Three years increasingly 
responsible work in an account-
ing/auditing position or related 
casino/financial experience pre-
ferred.  Regular Full Time. Sal-
ary: DOE

Shelter Monitor – Pawhuska 
Counseling Center. HS diplo-
ma/GED. Must have previous 
experience working in domestic 
violence shelter or behavioral 
health programs. Regular: Part 
Time. Salary: $11.50/hr. 

Youth Development Staff – 
Pawhuska Boy’s and Girls 
Club. He/She must have strong 
communication skills, both ver-
bal and written. Must have 
group leadership skills, includ-
ing an understanding of group 
dynamics. He/She must be able 
to obtain CPR/First Aid Certi-
fications. Regular: Part Time. 
Salary: $11.50/hr. 

Sr. Grants Management Spe-
cialist-Pawhuska Strategic 
Planning and Grants Man-
agement. Bachelor’s degree, 
master’s preferred, from an ac-
credited college or university in 
Public Administration, Political 
Science, Business Administra-
tion, Accounting, or closely re-
lated fields. Regular Full Time. 
Salary: $32.39/hr.

Tribal Education Advocate – 
Hominy Education. Bachelor’s 
degree in Education or closely 
related field is needed. A current 
teaching certificate is preferred. 
The Advocate must be willing to 
work with children and parents 
and also willing to travel and at-
tend parent meetings. Regular: 
Full Time. Salary: DOE

Day Care Provider – Fairfax 

Classifieds
WELC-Fairfax. HS diploma or 
GED. At least one year of work 
experience in providing care in 
a Day Care facility preferred. 
Child Development Associate 
or must complete CDA training 
within 10 months. Regular: Full 
Time. Salary: $11.50/hr. 

Surveillance Officer – Ski-
atook (2), Ponca City (1), 
Bartlesville (1) Gaming Com-
mission. HS diploma or GED 
and 6 months of previous work 
experience. Gaming, Hospitality 
or Customer Service industry 
preferred. Technical school or 
formal apprenticeship would be 
helpful. Prior experience in law 
enforcement, military or securi-
ty is helpful. Regular: Full Time. 
Salary: $13.30/hr.

PRN, LPN and Home Health 
Aide Osage Home Health. Ap-
ply at 128 E. 6th, Pawhuska, OK 
74056 or call (918) 287-5645

Shelter Coordinator – 
Pawhuska Counseling Cen-
ter. HS diploma or GED. Ability 
to remain calm in a crisis situa-
tion. Must be able to work with 
families, including children. 
Regular: Full Time. Salary: 
$12.20/hr. 

Police Officer – Pawhuska 
Law Enforcement. HS diplo-
ma or GED. Must have knowl-
edge in Law Enforcement, 
computers and working with the 
public. Prefer individual who 
is currently certified by Okla-
homa Council on Law Enforce-
ment Education and Training 
(CLEET) or Bureau of Indian 
Affairs Police Academy. Regu-
lar: Full Time. Salary: $15.32/
hr. 

Clinical Compliance Officer 
– Pawhuska Counseling Cen-
ter. Master’s level degree in Be-
havioral Science field preferred 
or Master’s Level degree in re-
lated field required. Bachelor’s 
degree required with minimum 
of 5 years supervisory or compli-
ance related experience. Regu-
lar: Full Time.Salary: $23.14/hr. 

Career Development Spe-
cialist – Hominy TANF. Bach-
elor’s Degree in Business, Public 
Administration or Social Sci-
ence is required and one (1) year 
of professional work experience 
in one of these fields. Knowledge 
of basic statistical and research 

techniques. Regular: Full Time. 
Salary: DOE

Maintenance Tech I – 
Pawhuska Tribal Works. HS 
diploma or equivalent. Must 
have prior maintenance and/
or construction experience. Me-
chanical, electrical and plumb-
ing training certifications a 
plus. Regular: Full Time. Sal-
ary: $13.85/hr. 

Maintenance Helper – Wah 
Sha She Tribal Works. HS di-
ploma or equivalent preferred. 
Prior maintenance and/or con-
struction experience a plus. Reg-
ular: Full Time. Salary: $11.50/
hr. 

Personal Trainer’s Assistant 
– Hominy Fitness Center. HS 
diploma or GED with good peo-
ple skills, as well as, good com-
munication skills. This person 
must be self-motivated and able 
to work independently with very 
little supervision. Regular: Part 
Time. Salary: $11.50/hr.
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Martha Ruth Davis
Martha Ruth Davis, age 85 

of Hominy, Oklahoma passed 
away Wednesday, March 5, 
2014 at her home. Martha was 
born May 14, 1928 in Hominy, 
Oklahoma to Alfred and Beau-
lah (Cole) Oberly. Martha was 
a life long resident of Hominy 
and worked at Munsingwear 
and also worked as a nurse’s 
aid and a carhop. She was a 
member of the Osage Nation 
and a cook for the Hominy War 
Dance Committee. Martha 
was also a member of the First 
Baptist Church in Hominy. 
Martha married Robert Davis, 
Jr. on February 2, 1947. He 
preceded her in death on April 
16, 1989. 

Martha is survived by six 
children: Jewell Purcell and 
her husband, Homer, of Hom-

iny; Harold M. Davis and his 
wife, Rhonda, of Burlington, 
KS; Robert Davis III and his 
wife, Brenda, of Hominy; Fi 
Davis and wife, Karen Carter 
of Hominy; William Davis of 
Hominy; and Delores Davis 
of Bartlesville, OK. Martha 
is also survived by sixteen 
grandchildren, twenty-six 
great-grandchildren, numer-
ous relatives, and many, many 
friends. 

She was preceded in death: 
by her parents and her hus-
band; two sons, Ronald E. 
Davis and Kirk Davis; one 
grandson, Marques; her sister, 
Genevieve Satepauhoodle; and 
her brother, Otis Oberly. 

Indian services were Satur-
day, March 8, 2014, 8:00 A.M. 
at the Osage Indian Chapel in 
Hominy with Eddie Red Eagle, 
Jr. officiating. Funeral services 
were held at the First Baptist 
Church of Hominy, Saturday, 
March 8, 2014, 10 a.m. with 
the Pastor Mark Formby offi-
ciating. Music selections were: 
“I Have Decided to Follow” and 
“How Great Thou Art”, per-
formed by: Jonie Bost, Cindy 
Dunlap and Maria Powell, 
accompanied on the piano by 
Theresa Cowan. Pall Bear-
ers were Silas Satepauhoodle, 
Charles Wheeler, Michael Da-
vis, Mark Davis, Jared Davis 
and Stetson Davis. 

Interment was in the A.J. 
Powell Cemetery, Hominy, 

Oklahoma under the direction 
of Powell Funeral Home. 

Evelyn Regina 
OnHand Pitts 

Evelyn Regina OnHand 
Pitts, 95, of Bartlesville, died 
at 8:27 P.M. on Saturday, 
March 8, 2014 at the Journey 
Home in Bartlesville. 

Traditional Indian rites will 
be held at the Wakon Iron In-
dian Center in Pawhuska be-
ginning Monday evening. A 
Wake will be held at 8 P.M. on 
Tuesday and the Osage ritu-
als will be held at 8 A.M. on 
Wednesday morning also at 
the Wakon Iron Center. 

The Funeral Mass will be 
held at 10 A.M. on Wednes-
day, March 12, 2014 at the 
Immaculate Conception Cath-
olic Church in Pawhuska and 
interment will follow in the 
Pawhuska City Cemetery di-
rected by the Stumpff Funeral 
Home & Crematory. 

Mrs. Pitts was born at Yon-
kers, Oklahoma on May 9, 1918 
the daughter of Ralph and Pol-
ly (Roach) OnHand. She grew 
up and received her education 
at an Indian boarding school 
in Pawhuska. She was a cook 
for over 30 years for the In-lon-
schka Indian Dances in Homi-
ny as well as any other events 
and functions. She belonged to 
the Hominy War Mothers. She 
was married to Junior Simms 

and later married to William 
Pitts for 50 years. They made 
their home in Tulsa until his 
death in 1992 and she came to 
Bartlesville to make her home. 

Mrs. Pitts is survived by 
a son, Mark Simms and wife 
Linda of Bartlesville, a daugh-
ter, Jacqulene Kemohah of 
Bartlesville, two granddaugh-
ters, Erica Kemohah and 
Andrea Kemohah, and three 
great grandchildren, Kayden 
Beavor, Ava Lewis and Layla 
Roach. She was also preced-
ed in death by her parents, a 
brother, Ralph OnHand Jr. 
and a daughter, Mary Simms. 

Georgianna Louise 
Ricketts

Funeral services for Geor-
gianna Louise Ricketts were 
held on Monday, Feb. 17, at 
the Riveted Church with Rev. 
Johnnie Faught, Rev. Jim 
Stratton and Scott Lohah offi-
ciating. Interment followed at 
the Osage Gardens Cemetery 
under the direction of the Sien-
Shelton Funeral Home. 

Georgianna Louise Ricketts, 
age 72, of Skiatook, died at 
10:02 a.m. Friday, Feb. 14 at 
the St. John Medical Center in 
Tulsa. 

Georgianna was born Sept. 
17, 1941 in Pawhuska, to 
George Jr. and Ruth (Hop-
per) Pratt. She grew up and 
received her education in 

Pawhuska graduating in 1959. 
She married Orville “Bud” 
Ricketts on Nov. 9, 1963 in 
Pawhuska. Georgianna and 
Bud lived in Grand Forks, 
N.D., where Bud was stationed 
in the United States Air force 
until 1970. Georgianna and 
Bud later lived in Bartlesville 
and Tulsa, moving to Skiatook 
in 1973 where they have lived 
since that time. Georgianna 
was a homemaker and also 
had worked at Marr’s Elemen-
tary School as a teacher’s as-
sistant. Georgianna enjoyed 
reading, sewing, cooking, was 
a softball grandma, watching 
her favorite shows on TV, and 
spending time with her family 
and her grandchildren. Geor-
gianna was a member of the 
Sacred Heart Catholic Church. 

Georgianna was preceded 
in death by her mother and 
father, three brothers and one 
grandson. 

Georgianna is survived 
by her husband Bud of the 
home, her two daughters; Jo-
anna Martin and her husband 
Shawn of Skiatook and Diana 
Faught and husband Mike 
of Skiatook; three brothers, 
Harrison Shackelford, Mike 
Shackelford and Anthony 
Shackelford all of Pawhuska; 
one sister, Mary Parker of Tul-
sa; two grandchildren, Katelyn 
Faught and Cole Martin, sev-
eral nieces and nephews and 
a host of other relatives and 
friends. 

Music for the services East-
ern Gate performed by Ron 
Martin, Brenda Graves and 
Kathy Caughron and Taped 
music: Go Rest High On That 
Mountain. 

Casket escorts for the ser-
vices are; Gary Freeny, Scott 
Winford, Danny Foster, Har-
rison Shackelford, Mike 
Shackelford and Anthony 
Shackelford. Honorary casket 
escorts were Shawn Martin, 
Mike Faught, Terry Bush and 
Charlie Bowman.

Martha Ruth Davis

Georgianna Louise Ricketts

erty owned by the Nation. Not included are the Osage Ca-
sinos. It is up to the casinos to write and enforce their own 
tobacco-free policies. Native American MPower works with 
six tribes and offers technical assistance. We support the 
sacred use of tobacco and educate the tribes and communi-
ties on the commercial use and abuse of commercial tobac-
co. Contact us for help in setting policies at your workplace 
or your community at (918) 287-5266 or email us at ered-
corn@osagenation-nsn.gov.
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still faced with challenges that are Economic, Social and Spiri-
tual; and we are fortunate to have engrained in us as a People 
those characteristics that will enable us to deal with the chal-
lenges of today.  

In the most recent centuries we have dealt with forces of gov-
ernment that are of both nature and mankind.

We are still here, and will soon elect leaders to represent us. 
We will elect leaders to face those same challenges. Hopefully, 
we will bring to this struggle the qualities of insight, intellect 
and truth that will make wise and thoughtful decisions.

–––––––––
About the author: Charles H. Red Corn, Osage, is the author of 

“A Pipe for February” and various other published works. Red Corn re-
ceived his B.A. in Psychology and his Masters of Education Administra-
tion from Penn State. He is a veteran of the U.S. Army and resides with 
his wife Jeri in Norman, Okla. He is the Osage News culture columnist.

absentee
–from Page 6

Oklahoma . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .331
California . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .137
Texas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .91
Kansas  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .31
Oregon  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .27
Colorado . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .26
Missouri  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .25
Arizona . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .22
New Mexico  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .19
Florida  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .17
Arkansas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .15
Washington . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .14
Georgia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10

The 13 states above, including Oklahoma, made up the major-
ity of the absentee voters for the 2012 general election with 765 
votes. There were eight states with less than 10 votes, 20 states 
with less than five votes with eight of those states having only 
one vote.

Total number of Oklahoma voters for the 2012 General Elec-
tion was 1,284, more than half of the total vote of 1,909. Total 
vote coming from out of state was 625.
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Without ReservationsLetters to the Editor

April 18th is the
deadline for all submissions 

for the May issue of the

Mark it on your calendars!

www.osagenews.org
619 Kihekah • Pawhuska, OK 74056

Osage Nation Burial Assistance
Application Process

• Submit an application within 30 days of 
time of death

• Provide copy of Osage Membership Card 
for deceased individual

• Provide a copy of a death certificate for the  
deceased individual

• Provide a copy of an itemized Funeral 
Home statement of the deceased individual

The application is complete when all pertinent 
documentation is received by this office; once the 
application is complete a letter of approved funds 
and check will be mailed to the funeral home. 
Notice will also be sent to the applicant inform-
ing them of the amount being paid to the funeral 
home.
• Allow 10-14 working days for completed  

application to be processed and a check issued.

For more information, questions,
or concerns please contact the

Osage Nation Constituent Services Office

Osage Nation Constituent Services Office
Attention: W. Jacque Jones, Administrator
621 Grandview • Pawhuska, OK 74056

Phone: (918) 287-5662
Fax: (918) 287-5221 • Fax: (918) 699-5221

Email: jjones@osagetribe.org

The best source for Osage news now! 
www.osagenews.org

Storage wars
On March 15, I attended the Northern California organization of Osage Indi-

ans meeting in Oakland, Calif., to hear candidates running in the June election. 
While there, I learned of a situation about a storage unit that contained boxes 
containing records of the Osage Tribal Council, OMC records and old furniture, 
sold at auction on Aug. 10. The original article, which I missed at the time it was 
printed, is on page 18 of the October 2013 issue of the Osage News. The article 
stated the storage unit was purchased by Cynthia Boone, current Osage Miner-
als Councilwoman, who is running for re-election. It also stated she purchased 
the unit from the man who bought it at auction for double the price he paid for it.  
According to the article, when questioned about her purchase of the unit at the 
Aug. 16 OMC meeting, Councilwoman Boone is quoted as saying “My private pur-
chases are my private purchases.” Not knowing all of these details, I approached 
Ms. Boone and asked her about the information I had heard regarding the stor-
age units. She stated that the unit only contained some old furniture and he had 
not opened it. In my opinion, I don’t think Ms. Boone understands that when you 
are elected to a public office, your actions are now public, especially if those ac-
tions involve public documents. I also was most alarmed with her response. She 
said there was nothing in the unit except some old furniture. Now, since there is a 
picture of the boxes of documents in the storage unit in the Osage News and since 
Ms. Boone told me, a Osage Voter and Shareholder that there was nothing in the 
unit but old furniture, she is either not telling the truth or is not as diligent as I 
thought. Either way, I do not think she should be holding a seat on the OMC. In 
addition, since her actions so closely resemble those of our recently removed from 
office Chief, I would also strongly encourage Ms. Boone’s colleagues on the OMC 
to reopen this conversation for possible action against Councilwoman Boone, be-
fore the tribe starts questioning why it hasn’t done anything about his before.

–Gregory Woodell 
West Hollywood, Calif.

Honest tribal leaders wanted
It has been on my mind why all of our tribal leaders have turned out to be 

crooks, praying on the rest of the tribal members. Who do we vote for that is hon-
est? Can those crooks not be made to pay back all that has been stolen and or 
misused? Just think how far these mismanaged funds could have went towards 
building a clinic of our own similar to the Pawnees and Kaws, and large grocery 
store over here by the casino in Ponca City. We don’t need more casinos, bigger 
casinos. We need a clinic, a wellness center, grocery store and some honest people 
to make it happen. Why are the Osages in the western part of the county forgot-
ten? There are a lot of Osage tags over here and it seems like everything is for 
those east of the light and south. Build a large grocery store over here and it could 
benefit everybody on this end as well as the Fairfax area, put a wellness center on 
the casino property for us to use here. The Choctaws and Chickasaw seem to have 
it going on and don’t seem to have all the corruption the Osage Nation has. It’s 
pretty embarrassing to the tribe what these so-called tribal leaders have done. 

–Joe DeNoya 
Ponca City, Oklahoma 

Cartoon © Santo Domingo Pueblo Cartoon Artist, Ricardo Caté

opinion

Letters to the Editor 

If you would like to submit a letter to the editor, please mail 

it to the Osage News, Attn.: Shannon Shaw, 619 Kihekah, 

Pawhuska, OK 74056 or send email to sshaw@osagetribe.org. 

Letters must be respectful and informative to the reader, and 

may be edited for grammar, clarity and space.




