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Candidates sign up for 
the Primary Election,
set for March 10Chalene Toehay/Osage News 

Congressman Geoffrey Standing Bear 
files his candidacy for Principal Chief, 
Dec. 16, 2013. By Shannon Shaw Duty

Osage News

Nine candidates have filed for the Na-
tion’s first Primary Election, set for March 
10.

Four candidates filed for Osage Nation 
Principal Chief and five filed for Assistant 
Principal Chief. The winners of the Pri-
mary Election will advance to the Osage 
General Election on June 2.

Osage Congressman Raymond Red 
Corn was the first to file on Dec. 16, fil-
ing for assistant chief. Osage Congress-
man Geoffrey Standing Bear followed and 
was the first candidate to file for principal 
chief.

Osage businesswoman Margo Gray 
filed her candidacy for principal chief on 
Dec. 17. Gray is reportedly the third wom-
an to seek the top leadership position for 
the tribe. Mary Jo Trumbly was the first, 
who filed for President during the Osage 
Tribal National Council form of govern-
ment in 1994. The second was Rosemary 
Wood, who ran for chief in 2002 under the 
Osage Tribal Council form of government.

On Dec. 18, Principal Chief John Red 
Eagle filed his candidacy for re-election, 
even though he faces a removal trial, 
which begins Jan. 13. According to the 
Osage Nation Constitution, if Red Eagle is 
removed from office, “the judgment shall 
not extend further than to removal from 
office and disqualification to hold and en-
joy any office of honor, trust or profit in 
the Osage Nation, but shall not prevent 

proceedings in the courts on the same or 
related charges.”

Currently, the election code only dis-
qualifies an individual if someone is con-
victed of a felony, or if election rules aren’t 
followed upon filing.  

Tom Boone, older brother to Osage 
Congressman Daniel Boone and son of 
Osage Minerals Councilwoman Cynthia 
Boone, filed for chief on Jan. 3. Five as-
sistant chief candidates filed on Jan. 8, 
which became the last day to file after two 
snow days postponed the deadline of Jan. 
6. James “Osage” Dailey, Amanda Proc-
tor, Terry Mason Moore and Randolph 
Crawford all filed.

Important Upcoming Dates

• Jan. 29 - Absentee ballot  
mailing begins 

• Feb. 1 – Osage News Political  
Debates for Primary Election  
Candidates

• Feb. 10 – Deadline to request  
an absentee ballot.

• March 7 – Early Voting, polls 
open 12 p.m. to 8 p.m.

• March 8 – Early Voting, polls 
open 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

• March 10 – Election Day, 
polls open 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Chalene Toehay/Osage News

Margo Gray files her candidacy for Princi-
pal Chief, Dec. 17, 2013. 

Benny Polacca/Osage News

Principal Chief John Red Eagle files for re-
election Dec. 18, 2013. 

Shannon Shaw Duty/Osage News 

Tom Boone files his candidacy for Princi-
pal Chief, Jan. 3, 2014. 

Chalene Toehay/Osage News 

Congressman Raymond Red Corn files his 
candidacy for Assistant Principal Chief, 
Dec. 16, 2013.

Chalene Toehay/Osage News 

James “Osage” Dailey files his candidacy 
for Assistant Principal Chief, Jan. 8, 2014.

Chalene Toehay/Osage News 

Amanda Proctor files her candidacy for 
Assistant Principal Chief, Jan. 8, 2014.

Benny Polacca/Osage News 

Terry Mason Moore files her candidacy 
for Assistant Principal Chief, Jan. 8, 2014. 

Chalene Toehay/Osage News 

Randolph Crawford files his candidacy for 
Assistant Principal Chief, Jan. 8, 2014. 

ON Supreme Court denies Chief ’s 
challenge of removal process
By Benny Polacca
Osage News

The Osage Nation Supreme Court 
denied Principal Chief John Red Ea-
gle’s request for relief in his lawsuit 
challenging the ON Congressional 
rules on removal – filed in wake of a 
Congressional committee investiga-
tion and 12-0 vote for his removal trial 
scheduled Jan. 13.

In a slip opinion issued Jan. 2, the 
High Court disagreed with the Chief’s 
arguments that the removal rules vio-

Osage News File Photo 

Principal Chief John Red Eagle attends a 
road dedication ceremony in honor of the 
late Principal Chief Paul Pitts.

Shannon Shaw Duty/Osage News

Vince Logan answers questions 
from Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on Dec. 11, 2013. Logan 
is nominated as the next Special 
Trustee for American Indians to the 
U.S. Department of Interior. 

Logan answers 
questions from 
Senate Committee 
on Indian Affairs
By Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

It’s been a year and three 
months since President Barack 

Osage Casino Hotel opens in Skiatook
By Benny Polacca
Osage News

SKIATOOK, Okla. – The wait is over 
for gaming patrons and visitors who fre-
quent this southeastern Osage County 
community: The Osage Casino Hotel is 
open for business.

Amid the recent snow and freezing 
temperatures, Osage Nation and casino 
officials hosted a Dec. 9 ribbon cutting 
ceremony for the ON Gaming Enterprise’s 
first of two casino and hotel properties 
built this year. The tribe will also open an 
Osage Casino Hotel at its Ponca City loca-
tion on Dec. 23.

A crowd of approximately 40 people 
gathered in the foyer portion of the Skia-
took Osage Casino Hotel for the ribbon 
cutting ceremony and opening remarks 
from tribal and local officials. The foyer 
is where incoming patrons are literally 
steps away from checking into the three-
story 33-room hotel on the left, eating in 
the Fiery Grille restaurant straight ahead 
or gambling in the 78,000 square-foot ca-
sino on the right.

Officials on hand complimented the 
tribe’s latest business venture and ex-
pressed appreciation for the teamwork ef-
forts used to build the property in nearly 
14 months. A September 2012 ground-
breaking ceremony was held for the ca-
sino at the same location just west of the 
former Skiatook Osage Casino, which 
opened in fall 2007. The smaller first ca-
sino will be removed like the former Skia-
took Travel Plaza was last year.

“The project is a culmination of much 
hard work,” said Osage Casinos CEO Neil 
Cornelius. “We are very proud of the work 

Chalene Toehay/Osage News 

Osage Nation Assistant Principal Chief Scott Bighorse and Neil Cornelius cut the ribbon at 
the Osage Casino and Hotel- Skiatook on Dec. 9, 2013. Bighorse and Cornelius were accom-
panied with other delegates affiliated with the Osage Nation.
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Community comes 
out to support 
CASA program
By Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Stories of hope and support 
for Native American children 
in need made this year’s CASA 
Birdhouse & Apron auction a 
success.

Volunteers and organizers 
for the Court Appointed Spe-
cial Advocates program for 
Pawnee and Osage counties 
offered more than 50 bird-
houses and aprons for auction, 
with all proceeds going toward 
CASA office operations. More 
than $6,500 was raised.

The minimum bid for bird-
houses was $50 and most sold 
between $50 and $200. Local 
tribal members made aprons, 
with some painted, others dec-
orated for the holiday season, 
and some with ribbonwork. 
More than 50 people attended 
the event.

“In November of this year, 
in Osage District Court, we 
had 128 new children come in,” 
said Helen Norris, Pawnee/
Osage CASA director. “And 
most of them Native.”

The highest selling bird-
house went to Wilson and 
Brenda Pipestem for $600 
and was made by Osage artist 
Anita Fields. Her birdhouse, 
“Spanish Shawl,” was a color-
ful, intricately painted Span-
ish shawl design that Osage 

women frequently wear at the 
Osage In-Lon-Schka dances 
each June.

The second highest selling 
birdhouse was made by Jessi-
ca Harjo (Osage/Otoe) and sold 
for $590. Harjo’s birdhouse 
went to the Pipestem’s and 
had a painted floral beadwork 
design on the roof and the body 
of the birdhouse was painted 
to represent the dawn.

Osage artist and CASA Ad-
visory Board member, Ryan 
RedCorn, made the third 
highest selling birdhouse. It 
went to the owners of The Ce-
dar Chest, Julie O’Keefe and 
Danette Daniels, for $510. 
RedCorn’s birdhouse was in-
spired by his youngest daugh-
ter’s cradleboard, with Osage 
symbols of the four directions 
on the sides.

The fourth and fifth high-
est selling birdhouses were 
made by Osage artist Joe Don 
Brave and Jacqueline Bou-
langer (Osage). Brave’s bird-
house sold for $350 and had 
Osage symbols and patterns 
painted on the roof and sides. 
Boulanger’s birdhouse sold for 
$310 and was covered in intri-
cate mosaics, featuring differ-
ent religious scenes.

Osage Nation Trial Court 

A birdhouse by Jessica Harjo for auction on Dec. 14 at the CASA Birdhouse 
& Apron auction at the Immaculate Conception Church in Pawhuska.

All photos Shannon Shaw Duty/Osage News

Osage artist Anita Fields’ birdhouse, “Spanish Shawl.” Her birdhouse sold for $600 on Dec. 14 at the CASA Bird-
house & Apron auction at the Immaculate Conception Church in Pawhuska. 

A group picture of the attendees after the CASA Birdhouse & Apron auction ended on Dec. 14 at the Immacu-
late Conception Church in Pawhuska.

ABOVE: Osage attorney and CASA Advisory Board president, Terry Ma-
son Moore, models two aprons donated by the Osage language instruc-
tor Scott Lohah. Both say Osage Language and are for an adult and child 
and were bought by a father for he and his son on Dec. 14 at the CASA 
Birdhouse & Apron auction at the Immaculate Conception Church in 
Pawhuska. 

LEFT: A poster board at the CASA 

Birdhouse & Apron Auction high-

lights the CASA volunteers at the 

CASA Birdhouse & Apron auction 

at the Immaculate Conception 

Church on Dec. 14 in Pawhuska.
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Three companies 
helped build Osage 
Casino Hotel 
properties in Ponca 
City, Skiatook
Osage News

Osage Nation gaming officials selected three separate 
companies to build the new Osage Casino Hotel properties 
at Skiatook and Ponca City.

During the grand opening ceremonies held for the ca-
sinos, Osage Manhattan Builders, Marnell Architecture 
and Square One received acknowledgment for their work 
efforts and contributions to design and build the back-to-
back casino projects with both December openings held 
within two weeks of each other.

Here is some additional profile information on the three 
companies who worked on the Skiatook and Ponca City 
projects.

Osage Manhattan Builders is a joint venture of the 
Osage Limited Liability Company, the business arm of the 
Osage Nation, hired as the project construction manager. 
The Nation owns 55 percent of the company and Manhat-
tan Construction Company owns the remaining 45 per-
cent. OMB provides construction management, general 
contracting and design/build services. 

The OMB also worked on the recent renovation project 
of the Sand Springs Osage Casino.

Marnell Architecture and its affiliates at Marnell Com-
panies provide full-service consulting, master planning, 
architecture, interior design and construction manage-
ment. For more than 35 years the company has been as-
sociated with the design, construction, development and 
operations of numerous global gaming landmarks includ-
ing the Bellagio in Las Vegas, L’Auberge Baton Rouge, 
The M Resort, Wynn Las Vegas, Borgata and The Mirage. 

On the tribal project front, Marnell worked on the San-
dia Pueblo hotel and golf course at its casino near Albu-
querque, N.M.

Square One Consultants is a full-service owner repre-
sentation and project management firm specializing in 
assisting owners achieve their goals. The firm, based in 
Austin, Texas, was founded in 1995 by Kevin Fleming 
and now has a team of 14 professionals.  It offers expe-
rience in strategic planning, as well as construction and 
project management for office buildings, schools, data/
control centers, retail centers, hotels, entertainment ven-
ues and condominiums. Square One has over 175 years 
of combined experience in the industry and has managed 
over 30 million square feet and $4 billion in construction 
projects, providing owners the knowledge base of the col-
lective team members to forecast and avoid issues that are 
inherent to large complicated projects.

Square One’s work portfolio on Native American-
owned projects include the Quapaw Tribe’s Downstream 
Casino Resort located just inside the northeastern tip  
of Oklahoma.

Ponca City Osage
Casino Hotel opens
By Benny Polacca
Osage News

PONCA CITY, Okla. - The 
day Osages, their neighbors 
and gaming enthusiasts an-
ticipated finally arrived for 
western Osage County - The 
Ponca City Osage Casino Ho-
tel opened its doors to the pub-
lic on Dec. 23, ending six years 
of operation in the nearby for-
mer casino housed in two-dou-
blewide trailers.

The milestone for the Osage 
Nation - two days before 
Christmas - brings a new larg-
er gaming venue for the region 
with 340-plus electronic gam-
ing machines in the 89,817 
square-foot casino, 48 hotel 
rooms and resort-style ame-
nities including a restaurant, 
bar, heated pool and conven-
tion facilities.

Officials with the casino, Na-
tion, and Ponca City gathered 
to cut the red ribbon for the 
property during an opening 
ceremony held inside the front 
portion of the casino. Amid a 
weekend ice storm, a crowd 
of approximately 100 people 
gathered to hear the open-
ing remarks braving freezing 
morning temperatures and 
icy ground surfaces. They in-
cluded Ponca City government 
officials, business owners and 
the construction and architect 
professionals who worked on 
the project with Osage Ca-
sino management and the ON 
Gaming Enterprise Board and 
Gaming Commission.

Principal Chief John Red 
Eagle provided an opening 
prayer; along with songs pro-
vided by an Osage drum group 
and singers. Chief Red Eagle 
said the casino will benefit 

both Ponca City and the Osage 
Nation thanks to a cooperative 
relationship the entities have 
formed.

“What we desire to see is an 
economic impact upon Nation, 
on this area,” Chief Red Eagle 
said. “We know there’s a lot of 
economic activities going on in 
the city and the Osage Nation 
wants to be a part of it ... This 
is just the beginning, a new 
era for the Osage Nation.”

The Ponca City opening is 
the second of two Osage Casi-
no project openings this month 
with the Skiatook Osage Ca-
sino Hotel opening held two 
weeks prior. Both properties 
are identical with the same 
amenities, but the Ponca City 
location is larger.

The 48-room hotel features 
two suites, breakfast service, 
a heated pool/spa, fitness cen-
ter and lounge area. The ca-
sino has 345 electronic gaming 
machines and six table games. 
Like, Skiatook, the Ponca City 
location also has the “Osage 
Convenience” store with eight 
fueling stations. Both the store 
and casino are open 24 hours 
daily.

Osage Nation Congressional 
Speaker Raymond Red Corn 
acknowledged the teamwork 
relationships formed between 
the entities, which helped 
build the casino/hotel proper-
ty. Those companies involved 
include Las Vegas-based Mar-
nell Architecture, project man-
agement firm Texas-based 
Square One and Osage Man-
hattan Builders which did the 
construction.

Red Corn also recalled a 
Congressional meeting two 
years ago with Ponca City of-
ficials who visited the Con-

gressional Chambers “to make 
sure we knew we were wel-
come there and I really ap-
preciate that and I know the 
Congress appreciated it too.” 
Red Corn shared the new ca-
sino/hotel benefits, including 
the property will provide more 
jobs for the area, attract more 
tourists and more potential 
development along the U.S. 
60 corridor southeast of down-
town Ponca City.

Originally housed in trailers 
since winter 2007, the Ponca 
City location will employ up to 
200 people, which is more than 
double its current employee 
count at 72.

Osage Casino CEO Neil Cor-
nelius said: “We’re not done 
yet, this is only the beginning. 
We’ve got a long ways to go. 
This really is a historical day 
because it’s a culmination of a 
lot of energy and hard work, it 
is the next step in a long, long 
process.”

Osage Casino Chief Operat-
ing Officer Joe Olujic said the 
property includes The Salted 
Fork restaurant and The Cop-
per Tap bar with 12 TV screens 
to watch sporting events. He 
said the former casino trailers, 
just east of the new facility, 
will be destroyed.

Ponca City Mayor Homer 
Nicholson praised the new fa-
cility and quipped he felt like 
he woke up in Las Vegas. “We 
look forward to seeing this 
casino grow and expand and 
bring people from miles and 
miles away to Ponca City, 
Oklahoma,” Nicholson said, 
also touting the Nation and 
city’s relationship in support-
ing the new bigger casino.

Chalene Toehay/Osage News 

(L to R) Osage Nation Principal Chief John Red Eagle, Osage Casinos CEO Neil Cornelius, Osage Casinos-Ponca 
City General Manager Jennifer Swords, and Kimberly Pearson pose with the “First Dollar Returned on Your In-
vestment” that was presented to Chief Red Eagle on Dec. 23, 2013. 

Chalene Toehay/Osage News

Osage Nation officials, Osage Casinos management and members of the Osage Nation Gaming Enterprise 
Board stand behind the ribbon at the Osage Casinos- Ponca City on Dec. 23, 2013. Osage Nation Principal Chief 
John D. Red Eagle and Neil Cornelius cut the ribbon. 

Benny Polacca/Osage News  

The Osage Nation filed suit in Osage County District Court in December 
2013 to assert ownership over the former railroad right of way (pictured) 
south of Main Street in Pawhuska. Abandoned by railroad companies 
since 1969, the land has been used by current and former businesses as 
well as for dumping purposes. 

Osage Nation files suit over 
former railroad right of way
By Benny Polacca
Osage News

The Osage Nation has filed 
suit in Osage County District 
Court to assert its ownership 
over land once used as the rail-
road right of way in Pawhuska 
south of Main Street.

On Dec. 13, the Nation – 
through a real estate attorney 
– filed a quiet title petition 
in court against 30-plus indi-
viduals and business entities 
including the Union Pacific 
Railroad Company, whom 
were all known to inhabit the 
right of way through decades 
of using the land at some point. 

Today the land is considered 

abandoned with no county tax-
es being paid on it, prompting 
the Nation to initiate court ac-
tion in determining who gets 
ownership of the land.

At issue in the railroad right 
of way is approximately 31 
acres, said ON Attorney Gen-
eral Jeff Jones, whose office 
worked with real estate attor-
ney William Eagleton on the 
quiet title petition. 

With its transportation use 
abandoned in the late 1960s, 
the railroad right of way land 
has been used by current and 
former businesses and their 
owners named as defendants 

See RaIlROad
—Continued  on Page 5
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Casa
–from Page 2

RemOval
–from Page 1 Supreme Court denies 

Chief Red Eagle’s
request for extension 
Osage News

Osage Nation Supreme Court Justice Jeanine Logan, 
who will be the presiding officer over Principal Chief John 
Red Eagle’s removal trial, denied Chief Red Eagle’s ap-
plication for extension of time to gather evidence for his 
removal trial. 

“The Presiding Officer (Logan) acknowledges that Con-
gress has been expeditious in its handling of the removal 
process for the Principal Chief. However, the Presiding Of-
ficer (Logan) is convinced that the Principal Chief has had 
sufficient time to conduct discovery such that his due pro-
cess rights are protected,” according to the order, issued 
Jan. 7. “The application for extension of time to conduct 
discovery is denied.”

Chief Red Eagle alleged his due process rights were vio-
lated throughout the removal process. 

Red Eagle was notified of the Select Committee of Inqui-
ry in August of last year and that the SCOI would begin 
the process of investigating 15 allegations against him as 
potential for removal from office, according to the order. 

“The Principal Chief was permitted to attend all hear-
ings, including those in executive session. He had the right 
to appear by or with counsel and did exercise that right,” 
according to the order. “Consequently, the Principal Chief 
was made aware of all witness testimony, documentary 
evidence, and other evidence that the SCOI considered in 
its investigation.”

The SCOI issued its report on Oct. 28, 2013, and Chief 
Red Eagle received it on Oct. 29, 2013, according to the 
order. On Nov. 15, Congress voted to proceed with a re-
moval trial. Congress complied with all deadlines set forth 
in their congressional rules. Congress cannot vote for re-
moval of Chief Red Eagle less than 90 days prior to an 
election, of which Chief Red Eagle is a candidate.

lated the 2006 Osage Consti-
tution, that he had not been 
afforded due process and de-
clined to void the entire re-
moval process he’s questioned 
since the Congress voted last 
summer to form a Select Com-
mittee of Inquiry to investigate 
15 allegations of wrongdo-
ing placed against him. That 
investigation resulted in an 
October 2013 report recom-
mending the Congress hold a 
removal trial to consider six of 
those allegations, which war-
rant cause for the trial.

One month later, Congress 
voted 12-0 for the removal 
trial, prompting Chief Red 
Eagle to file suit against the 
ON Congress, Congressional 
Speaker Raymond Red Corn 
and Congresswoman Alice 
Buffalohead, who both sat 
on the Congressional Select 
Committee of Inquiry, with 
Buffalohead serving as chair-
woman. Red Eagle requested 
a declaratory judgment from 
the Supreme Court “to deter-
mine the constitutionality of 
the removal process conducted 
by Osage Nation Congress be-
ginning July 8, 2013 to present 
under Removal Rules promul-
gated by Congress.”

In its opinion, the Supreme 
Court said, “we find that the 
Principal Chief at all times 
received proper notice of the 
allegations against him, that 
he had notice of the applicable 
rules, and that he has received 
the evidence against him. Fur-
thermore, he was given rea-
sonable time to prepare for 
the removal trial. The removal 
trial is the Principal Chief’s 
opportunity to address the 
charges against him.”

The Supreme Court also 
stated, “The removal trial it-
self is where the parties must 
establish whether the Consti-
tution supports their respec-
tive positions. Article XII (The 
Osage Constitution section re-
garding removal of appointed 
and elected officials) due pro-
cess requirements have been 
satisfied up to this point in the 
process.”

In a Jan. 3 joint statement, 
Red Corn and Buffalohead 
said: “Overall, we are satis-
fied with the Osage Nation Su-
preme Court opinion handed 
down last night. Through its 
opinion, the Court reassured 
us and the Nation that the 
Osage Constitution will be up-
held, and not ignored.”

Chief Red Eagle also issued 
a statement on the ruling and 
said: “We thought it likely that 
the court would allow the trial 
to go forward, but had high 
hopes that they would deter-
mine that ‘meaningful due 
process’ during the investiga-
tory phase would include an 
opportunity for the Chief to 
defend himself or to at least be 
fully represented in a manner 
that allowed the ‘evidence’ to 
be questioned or impeached. 
This would allow the Congress 
better information upon which 
to base any decision. Congress 
rules simply allow the Chief’s 
attorneys to attend as observ-
ers and that does not allow 
adequate representation or de-
fense.”

The Chief also stated: “The 
Court simply denied my peti-
tion without making any sub-
stantive rulings that could 
serve as guidance going for-
ward. The Justices implied 
that the petition was too early 
to determine whether due pro-
cess occurred, and that the 
trial needed to happen before 
I could raise other questions 
about due process. Because the 
inquiry process did not provide 
me an opportunity to defend 
myself, I am preparing my de-
fense in expectation of being 
exonerated from these allega-
tions.”

Declaratory Judgment
This is the first time in the 

history of the reformed govern-
ment that the ON Congress 
has used the removal process 
to consider impeaching an 

elected or appointed tribal offi-
cial from office. With a remov-
al trial under consideration, 
Chief Red Eagle filed suit on 
Nov. 7 asking the Supreme 
Court to opine on interpret-
ing the Constitution’s Article 
XII regarding removal with 
a request for a declaratory 
judgment ruling. Passed into 
a 2012 law, the ON Supreme 
Court has original jurisdiction 
over actions for declaratory 
judgment between the legisla-
tive and executive branches, 
filed by either party against 
the other, to resolve disputes 
over interpretation of the lan-
guage or provisions contained 
in the Osage Constitution.

In its opinion, the Supreme 
Court said the Constitution’s 
Article XII gives Congress the 
power to remove elected and 
appointed ON officials. The 
court also noted: “As represen-
tatives elected by the Osage 
people, it is expected that Con-
gress act as champions and ad-
vocates for the Osage people. 
Unlike the judiciary, whose 
credibility is based upon its 
objectivity, Congress is not re-
quired to be unbiased, impar-
tial or objective at all times. 
Instead, Congress is charged 
with being fully apprised of 
the issues its constituents face 
and to formulate positions and 
opinions to address those is-
sues in a manner that benefits 
the Nation as a whole.”

The Congress, through its 
attorney Loyed “Trey” Gill, re-
sponded to the Chief’s lawsuit 
arguing Chief Red Eagle was 
afforded due process through-
out the SCOI investigation. 
The Chief was given public 
notice of the SCOI meetings 
and he was allowed to attend 
in-person or through legal 
counsel, per the Congressional 
rules. The SCOI met over the 
course of two special sessions 
and parts of the September 
2013 Tzi-Zho Session before is-
suing its investigation report 
on Oct. 28.

Much of the SCOI proceed-
ings were held in executive 
session with the Chief al-
lowed to attend the closed-
door meetings (except meeting 
portions involving committee 
deliberations and Congressio-
nal attorney-client privileg-
es). The Congressional rules 
also prohibited the Chief or 
his attorneys from speaking 
or participating in the meet-
ings primarily held to gather 
evidence and interview wit-
nesses regarding the 15 initial 
allegations. By the end of the 
investigation, about 40 people 
were interviewed by the SCOI. 
Oklahoma City-based attor-
neys Kirke Kickingbird and 
James Burson are represent-
ing the Chief in this case and 
attended the SCOI meetings 
with Chief Red Eagle, or on his 
behalf.

Osage priests
The Supreme Court ruled 

the Principal Chief is not ex-
cluded from Article XII on 
removals, acknowledging an 
argument raised by Chief Red 
Eagle. “The Principal Chief 
argues that the Article XII Re-
moval provisions do not apply 
to him arguing that the failure 
to identify the Principal Chief 
in Article XII indicated an in-
tent to exempt him from re-
moval. We reject the Principal 
Chief’s argument entirely. The 
word ‘all’ in front of ‘elected 
and appointed officials’ in Arti-
cle XII means the whole quan-
tity of elected and appointed 
officials.”  

In defending himself, Chief 
Red Eagle pointed to a histori-
cal cultural reference written 
by ethnographer Francis Le 
Flesche regarding the Chief’s 
position. The Le Flesche ref-
erence – filed as a supporting 
legal brief document by Chief 
Red Eagle’s attorneys – stated 
Osage chiefs hold “an office 
that shall be greatest in sanc-
tity and in dignity.”

The Supreme Court – also 
citing historical works by Gar-
rick Bailey and Le Flesche 
- wrote in a footnote: “The 
Principal Chief also attempts 

to argue that ‘Osage tradi-
tion and culture with its view 
of the sacred status of Chiefs’ 
somehow exempts the Princi-
pal Chief from removal. Even 
from a historical and cultural 
perspective, however, we note 
that the chiefs, while held in 
high esteem, were limited in 
their power. ‘Greater author-
ity rested in the collective 
hands of priests who controlled 
the relationship between 
the Osages and the external 
world, both visible and invisi-
ble. In matters of both war and 
peace, they were the ultimate 
authority… [T]he whole tribal 
structure and even the offices 
of the chiefs were creations of 
the priests.’”

Conduct
Regarding the 2006 re-

formed government structure, 
the Supreme Court said: “If 
Congress determines that an 
official engaged in conduct un-
worthy of his or her office, it 
has a responsibility to inves-
tigate it, and is authorized by 
the Constitution to take appro-
priate action outside of the ju-
dicial process … Not even the 
Judiciary has the authority to 
remove an official. Article XII 
Removal is reserved to Con-
gress and Congress alone.”

Article XII states the power 
to remove elected or appoint-
ed ON officers originates in 
the ON Congress, but the Su-
preme Court notes “Congress 
cannot simply vote to remove 
based on unspecific actions. 
Congress is also bound by the 
Constitution’s Code of Ethics 
when conducting its investiga-
tions.”

“The Constitution does not 
dictate the means and meth-
ods by which Congress deter-
mines whether a motion for 
removal is warranted,” stated 
the opinion, “Congress’ abil-
ity to investigate should not 
be encumbered, allowing it to 
gather as much information as 
possible.”

The Supreme Court said 
Article XII provides basic ele-
ments of due process to those 
subject to removal proceed-
ings, which are: notice, an op-
portunity to be heard and that 
removal from office is justi-
fied.”

ON Supreme Court Chief 
Justice Meredith Drent and 
Associate Justice Jeanine Lo-
gan issued the opinion, along 
with Associate Justice Drew 
Pierce sitting by designation 
since the third Supreme Court 
position is currently vacant. 
Pierce (Osage) is an Arkan-
sas-based attorney who also 
helped decide the first declara-
tory judgment case filed in 
early 2013.

The Supreme Court closed 
its opinion by stating: “Given 
the gravity of the matter before 
us, we must consider our path 
forward and the precedent we 
have set. We acknowledge the 
influence of past historical and 
cultural Osage governments 
throughout our long history, 
and we acknowledge how we 
have continuously reshaped, 
restructured and reinvented 
ourselves as a Nation. Our 
ancestors were ‘logical, ra-
tional and pragmatic people 
struggling to understand and 
survive in a world of infinite 
complexity.’ As we consider 
the complexity of the issues 
that arise before us, we use 
the lens of a dynamic people 
who adapted and endured and 
in doing so we strive to carry 
their legacy forward with 
meaning and purpose.”

The removal trial is slated to 
begin Jan. 13 during a Special 
Session of Congress. Associate 
Supreme Court Justice Logan 
will preside over the removal 
trial. Ten of the 12-member 
congress must vote “yes” to 
remove Chief Red Eagle from 
office.

To read a copy of the ON Su-
preme Court’s opinion, visit: 
http://osagenation.co/govern-
ment/judicial/judicial-notic-
es/.

Judge, Marvin Stepson, spoke 
at the event and had nothing 
but praise about Norris and 
her CASA volunteers.

“Fifteen years ago I was 
a judge for Pawnee (Nation) 
when we got CASA in the 
court,” he said. “Helen does a 
great job … I worry about her 
because I think she’s putting 
in too much time, it’s her love, 
and I think she does a great 
job.”

Funding is minimal for the 
volunteers; most use their own 
funds for travel when checking 
on children. Norris said that 
one month she spent $800 on 
gasoline for her vehicle and 
her excuse to her concerned 
husband was, “Osage County 
is big.” Norris (Pawnee) re-
sides in Fairfax with her hus-
band Jim (Osage).

The Pawnee/Osage CASA 
program is one of 946 com-
munity programs with volun-
teers serving at-risk children 
in court cases in both Pawnee 
and Osage counties. Started in 
2009, the Pawnee/Osage CASA 
program takes on court cases 
in state and tribal courts. The 
Pawnee/Osage CASA is the 
only program in America that 
serves two tribal courts and 
two counties.

The volunteers are assigned 
to abused and neglected Na-
tive American children in 
the Osage County or Osage 
Tribal Court system and they 
monitor their living situation, 
school activity, and general 
well-being and report direct-
ly to the judge handling the 
child’s case.

“About 93 percent of the 
time, the judges take our word 
for it,” Norris said.

Norris recognized Cameron 
Pratt (Osage) at the event, a 
CASA volunteer and Osage 
language instructor. She said 
he was one of her best volun-
teers, is tireless and can al-
ways be counted on.

“These kids that have a 
hard time in school, at home 
… maybe you know some of 
these kids,” Pratt said. He said 
anything given to CASA would 
help these kids in need.

He brought his wife Nicole 
and three children to the event. 
His family’s birdhouse was an 
exact replica of the Peanuts 
cartoon character Snoopy the 
dog’s doghouse. On top was 
Snoopy and his pal Woodstock. 
His wife and children searched 
for Snoopy and Woodstock 

dolls but could not find any, so 
they molded the characters out 
of clay.

The Pawnee/Osage CASA 
program is majority funded 
out of the United Community 
Action Program in Pawnee. 
But a few years ago, funding 
woes nearly closed the pro-
gram down.

“A few years ago we didn’t 
get a grant and I was cry-
ing around and Wilson Pipe-
stem (Osage/Otoe), he came 
through, we wouldn’t be here 
if it wasn’t for him.” She didn’t 
say how much Pipestem gave 
to the program but it was sub-
stantial. She recognized Pipe-
stem at the event.

According to Norris, 60 per-
cent of cases heard in Osage 
County court involve Osages. 
To prepare for state and tribal 
cases, CASA volunteers not 
only complete 30 hours of re-
quired training, they also have 
10 additional training hours 
on Osage and Pawnee history 
and cultural customs.

The Pawnee/Osage CASA 
office is one of four (CASA of-
fices) in the United States that 
cross-trains CASA volunteers 
for both tribal and state cases, 
Norris said. If a case begins 
in state court but moves to 
tribal court, the CASA volun-
teer stays on the case and vice 
versa if a tribal case transfers 
to state court jurisdiction. The 
CASA volunteer would keep 
a constant presence in trans-
ferred cases because state so-
cial workers handling cases 
transferred to tribal courts 
cannot follow the cases once 
they leave the jurisdiction, 
Norris said.

For more information about 
the birdhouse auction, on be-
coming a CASA volunteer or to 
donate, contact Pawnee/Osage 
CASA at its Pawhuska office 
at (918) 287-4120. The Pawnee 
office can be reached at (918) 
762-3776.

Donations can also be sent 
to:

Pawnee/Osage CASA
Program
100 W. Main St.
Suite # 206
Pawhuska, OK  74056 
 
To view more photos from 

the CASA event Dec. 14, visit 
the Osage News Flickr page at 
www.flickr.com/photos/osage-
news/.
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General Election

• March 14-31 – Filing dates for members of Congress,  
six positions available

• April 23 – Absentee ballot mailing begins

• April 26 – Osage News Political Debates for OMC Candidates

• May 3-4 – Osage News Political Debates 
for General Election Candidates

• May 5 – Deadline to request an absentee ballot

• May 30 – Early Voting, polls open 12 p.m. to 8 p.m.

• May 31 – Early Voting, polls open 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

• June 2 – Election Day, polls open 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.

The Osage Election Office is located at 608 Kihekah in downtown 
Pawhuska. For more information on the upcoming elections contact  
the election office at (918) 287-5289.

CandIdates
–from Page 1

lOgan
–from Page 1

RaIlROad
–from Page 3

Obama nominated Osage in-
vestment professional Vince 
Logan as the next Special 
Trustee for American Indians 
in the U.S. Department of In-
terior. 

No timeline has been set on 
when the U.S. Senate might 
confirm Logan for the post. 
The rift between Republicans 
and Democrats has been wide-
ly reported as the most-likely 
culprit for the delays in the 
confirmations of Obama’s ap-
pointments. 

Logan met before the Sen-
ate Committee on Indian Af-
fairs Dec. 11 and answered 
questions from Committee 
Chairwoman, Democratic Sen. 
Maria Cantwell of Washing-
ton; Vice Chairman, Repub-
lican Sen. John Barrasso of 
Wyoming and Democratic Sen. 
Jon Tester of Montana. 

Cantwell asked Logan how 
he could better advise the 
U.S. Congress in carrying out 
its trust responsibilities with 
Native Americans, better 
implement the land buy-back 
program (currently being scru-
tinized by tribal governments 
across Indian Country), and 
was he aware of the huge re-
sponsibility and the litigation 
that preceded him? 

Yes, he is aware.
“Senator, I am an Indi-

vidual Account holder myself 
and I have been following the 
trust relationship since I was 
a child. The first time I went 
with my parents to the Osage 
Agency was in the 1960’s and 
I remember my father talking 
to the tribal and department 
officials at the time about his 
account lease monies,” Logan 
said. “Frankly, I’ve been aware 
of it that long and I respect all 
of the work that has been put 
forth to date. I am certainly 
well aware of the Cobell settle-
ment, but for now I’m focused 
on … the current act and how 
it stands, and fulfilling my fi-
duciary duties and obligations 
in the current act.”

The American Indian Trust 
Fund Management Reform 
Act of 1994 created the Office 
of Special Trustee to improve 
the accountability and man-
agement of Indian funds held 
in trust by the federal govern-
ment.

Logan said he has not been 
privy to the inner workings of 
the DOI because the informa-
tion for the buy-back program 
and other functions have been 
somewhat classified. But, if he 
were to be confirmed, he would 
share the information with the 
committee and work toward 
improving the trust relation-
ship with Indian Country.

Cantwell asked Logan  
why he wanted the position?

“When I first had discus-
sions about this position, the 
part that caught my eye was 
the financial education. That 
is in the mandate, and is in the 
act Congress put forth. As I 
said in my opening statement, 
that is a passion of mine, fi-
nancial education, not only on 
the institutional side, but the 
boards, tribal boards, tribal in-
vestment boards, but the real 
work is with children and Na-
tive youth,” he said. “That is 
ultimately the future of our 
people and it was clear that 
the Office of Special Trustee, 
while there are fiduciary du-
ties to the beneficiaries, so im-
portant, part of the mandate is 
financial education. And I feel 
like, I know, that is the thing 
that caught my attention. 

“That is the thing I am 
seeking here today, if I am 
confirmed, to work on that to 
the best of my ability and ul-
timately, that is the doctrine 
of self governance and of the 
trust relationship.” 

Joining Logan at his confir-
mation was his long-time part-
ner Dr. Steven Leiberman who 
is Chief of Staff for Veteran’s 
Affairs New Jersey Healthcare 

System; his sister, Jeanine 
Logan, who is an attorney in 
the Social Security Adminis-
tration’s Office of Disability 
Adjudication and Review in 
Oklahoma City and who also 
serves as an Osage Nation Su-
preme Court Associate Justice; 
and Assistant Principal Chief 
Scott BigHorse. 

BigHorse introduced Logan 
to the committee and said the 
trust relationship between the 
U.S. government and the indi-
vidual Indian means listening 
to tribal governments, working 
with tribal leaders and having 
the willingness to reform. He 
said Logan understands how 
Natives are directly impacted 
by the trust relationship and 
he also understands the trust 
relationships have failed Indi-
an Country on many occasions 
and need reform. 

“Vince Logan, a man whose 
family primarily comes from 
the Zon-Zo-Li’n District of the 
Osage Reservation, is well 
qualified to serve as the Spe-
cial Trustee. His professional 
background, as an attorney 
and investment management, 
would serve him well in this 
position,” he said. “This office 
has been without a Special 
Trustee for far too long. As the 
trust commission continues its 
work, decisions will be made 
about reforming the federal 
trust system that has been 
broken for decades, individual 
Indians need a leader and an 
expert that is willing to listen 
and act for the betterment of 
Indians and Indian tribes.”

Logan is a direct descendant 
of Wah-Tian-Kah, the Osage 
who led the tribe to move to its 
present location where oil was 
discovered and the Osage min-
erals estate became the most 
important asset to the tribe. 
He was born in Pawnee Indian 
Hospital, raised in Norman, 
but has spent the majority of 
his life as a New Yorker. He 
comes from a family of public 
service, which he said makes 
him both proud and humble. 

“My parents served this 
country during WWII and are 
interred not far from here at 
Arlington National Cemetery. 
My father, Oscar Logan Jr., 
joined the United States Ma-
rine Corps and fought with 
the 5th Division on Iwo Jima, 
where he was critically wound-
ed and was awarded the Purple 
Heart for his combat service. 
And my mother, Della Morrell 
Logan, served in the United 
States Army during WWII as a 
nurse, stationed here in Wash-
ington.”

Currently, Logan is the 
owner of The Nations Group, 
LLC, which works with Na-
tive American tribes on as-
set management, investment 
strategies, and financial edu-
cation. He worked in the Pri-
vate Banking and Investment 
Group at Merrill Lynch from 
2006 to 2009, and was a cor-
porate finance attorney for 
Schulte, Roth, & Zabel from 
2001 to 2006. Prior to that, Mr. 
Logan worked in the Antitrust 
Division at the United States 
Department of Justice from 
1996 to 1998. He was appoint-
ed to the Oklahoma State Uni-
versity Foundation Board of 
Governors in 2010. Mr. Logan 
is a member of the Osage Na-
tion. He received a B.S. from 
Oklahoma State University 
and a J.D. from the University 
Of Oklahoma College of Law.

Buy-Back, financial education, 
restoring trust

Barrasso asked Logan about 
the $1.9 billion land buy-back 
program and what Logan saw 
as far as roles tribal leaders 
and governments would play 
in the process. Logan said the 
role the tribal community can 
put forth is through leader-
ship and tribal consultation, 
because the tribes know the 
land well. 

Tribal financial literacy was 
a concern for Barrasso and 
whether or not the trust could 
be restored between tribes and 
the DOI? Logan said his pas-
sion is education on financial 

literacy and if confirmed he 
would spend a great deal of his 
tenure on financial education 
for Indian Country. He said 
the trust relationship is not at 
its best, since the government 
failed to uphold its responsi-
bility and the trust is broken 
for many in Indian Country, 
but he’s an optimist and would 

work tirelessly in rebuilding 
the trust.

“Trust has to be earned. It’s 
true in all businesses and gov-
ernment, it’s driven through 
leadership,” Logan said. “I’m 
an advocate for and behalf of 
the beneficiaries.”

A spokesman for the Senate 
Committee on Indian Affairs 
said a review over the answers 

and questions from the com-
mittee hearing will take place. 
If the committee is satisfied 
with Logan’s answers his nom-
ination will move forward for 
a full Senate vote and then to 
the U.S. Congress. 

Check back at osagenews.
org for future updates on Lo-
gan’s confirmation.

in this case including: Al-
len Brothers Feed & Supply, 
Formby Oil & Propane, Acadia 
Family Medical Clinic, Loftis 
Construction Company, Okla-
homa Natural Gas, Benson 
Lumber Company and Osage 
Building Material Co, which 
burned down in a July 2013 
fire. 

Jones said the county asses-
sor’s office told him no taxes 
were being paid on the right 
of way land. He also noted sev-
eral portions of the abandoned 
land were used as dump sites 
for abandoned vehicles, tires, 
heavy equipment and dilapi-
dated structures. Jones hired 
Tulsa-based attorney Eagleton 
to research the issue that led 
to the quiet title petition filing.

According to research cited 
in the quiet title petition, the 
Osage Nation took title to the 
land by virtue of a June 1883 
deed executed by the Cherokee 
Nation to the United States 
(on behalf of the Osages). “No 
allotment deeds have been is-
sued to any person and no 
other conveyance of fee title to 
this property has ever been ex-
ecuted by plaintiff,” the Nation 
argues.

In 1905, through the U.S. 
Congressional Enid and 
Anadarko Act of 1902, the Mid-
land Valley Railroad Company 
acquired a right-of-way over 
certain real property located in 
Osage County, including (prop-
erty at issue). By March 1967, 

Midland Valley conveyed all of 
its property rights to the Texas 
and Pacific Railway Company. 
In August 1969, Texas and Pa-
cific Railway abandoned and 
disclaimed any interest in the 
property, according to the qui-
et title petition.

The Nation also notes that 
on Feb. 14, 1972, a U.S. Dis-
trict Court decision was is-
sued in the federal case U.S. v. 
Texas and Pacific Railway Co., 
Inc., et. al., was issued “declar-
ing the Osage Nation was the 
legal and equitable owner of 
fee simple title in the judgment 
property and quieting title in 
favor of the Osage Nation in 
the judgment property.”

Despite the land use as a 

dump, Jones said the Nation’s 
Environmental Natural Re-
sources Department conducted 
at least two environmental as-
sessments on the land, which 
turned up no hazardous spills. 

The timeline on the case 
was unknown when the Janu-
ary edition of the Osage News 
went to print. 

Summons notices were is-
sued to the defendants on the 
same day of the petition filing, 
according to the state’s district 
court website.

Jones said part of the pro-
cess includes a protest period 
if a defendant would like to 
contest the petition.

Osage News Political Debates to feature 
questions from tribal members
Osage News

The Third Annual Osage News Political Debates are going to be featuring something a 
little bit different this year.

Instead of a question committee, all questions will be submitted from the public and 
chosen at random by a volunteer from the League of Women Voters of Tulsa. The LWV has 
agreed to host all three debates. This is their third consecutive year to assist the News staff. 

Nine candidates have filed for the Osage Nation’s first Primary Election, set for March 10. 
Debating first will be the Principal Chief candidates: Osage Congressman Geoffrey Stand-
ing Bear, Margo Gray, Principal Chief John Red Eagle and Tom Boone.

Debating second will be the Assistant Principal Chief candidates: Osage Congressman 
Raymond Red Corn, Jimmy “Osage” Dailey, Amanda Proctor, Terry Mason Moore and Ran-
dolph Crawford.

The debates will be live streamed and any new information or updates leading up to the 
debate will be posted regularly to the Osage News Twitter feed and Facebook page.  

To submit a question or questions to the News staff please email osagenews@osagetribe.
org and include your name, city and state. Anonymous or inappropriate questions will not 
be considered.

Rules 
Each candidate will have three minutes to answer each question and one minute for 

rebuttal. Candidates will answer in the order according to the number they have drawn. A 
volunteer from the LWV will warn candidates when they have 30 seconds left and will stop 
a candidate when the time is up. 

The moderator will make sure that each candidate takes their turn in answering the 
question and will also make sure all candidates have a chance for their one-minute rebuttal. 
The moderator also reserves the right to shorten answer periods for the sake of time. 

Candidates may choose to pass on a question and may pass when they are given one 
minute for rebuttal. Candidates will be offered time for rebuttals in the same order in which 
they responded to the question.

All answers will remain civil and candidates will refrain from personal attacks on anoth-
er candidate. The moderator will reserve the right to disqualify any candidate who cannot 
adhere to this rule from further debate.

Questions will not be allowed from the audience, applause or any type of demonstration 
will not be allowed while the candidates are debating. The Osage Nation Police Department 
will be present at the debates. No visual aids, such as power points, may be used by a can-
didate.

Because the Osage News is non-partisan and does not support or oppose individual can-
didates, all political advertising (including brochures, bumper stickers, signs, buttons) and 
electioneering will not be allowed during the debate. 

Dates

• Osage News Primary Debate: Feb. 1   
Location: Hominy Co-Op, 207 E. Main St., Hominy. Time: 5-7 p.m.

• Osage News Minerals Council Debate: April 26   
Location: Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural Center, 1449 W. Main, Pawhuska. Time: 5-8 p.m.

• Osage News General Election Debate: May 3-4   
Location: Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural Center, 1449 W. Main, Pawhuska.  
Time: Sat. 5-8 p.m. Sun. 1-4 p.m.
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CasInO
–from Page 1

we’ve done here, we enjoy a 
tremendous sense of accom-
plishment.”

The Gaming Enterprise 
hired Las Vegas-based Marnell 
Architecture firm, which has 
casino and hotel resort experi-
ence and Texas-based owner 
representation firm Square 
One to manage the build-
ing project with Tulsa-based 
Osage Manhattan Builders 
working on the construction.

ON Assistant Principal 
Chief Scott BigHorse deliv-
ered the opening prayer at 
the event and also praised the 
completion of the new casino 
property. “All you have to do 
is just look around and it just 
makes you soar with pride,” he 
said.

Of the opening day, Corne-
lius said: “It’s kind of a late 
Thanksgiving, early Christ-
mas gift and certainly a reason 
to celebrate the new year.” He 
also said: “It’s a quality struc-
ture very well done on time, 
within budget and it did not 
meet our expectations – it far 
exceeded our expectations, so 
we’re just delighted with the 
way it’s worked out.”

The hotel features 31 guest 
rooms with both king and dou-
ble queen-sized bed options, 
two guest suites and three 
rooms designed for handi-
capped guests. It also features 
a fitness center, heated swim-
ming pool, breakfast dining 
area and meeting room and 
convention space.

Joe Olujic, chief operations 
officer for Osage Casinos, 
said “the facility will prove 
to be a valuable asset to the 
tribe for many, many years to 
come – it will provide a great 
working environment for our 
employees, it will also provide 
needed amenities to the city 
of Skiatook to utilize and the 
surrounding communities and 
businesses as well.”

The Skiatook casino employ-
ee count will increase from 54 
to 179, according to the casino.

Olujic said the new casino, 
which will be open 24 hours 
a day, currently has 304 elec-
tronic games along with six 
table games.

The facility has two bars 
with one in the lobby and The 
Tin Pint sports bar, which fea-
tures 12 separate TV screens 
to watch sporting events and a 
tap to serve 12 different beers, 
Olujic said. 

Olujic said the facility has 
a full-service conference room 
space that can seat up to 200 
people for dining events.

On the east edge is the Osage 
Convenience store, which will 
be open 24/7 and referred to as 
“OC” for short, Olujic said. The 
OC store sells drinks, snack 
food, tobacco products and 
other typical convenience store 
merchandise such as toiletries 
and automotive items. 

The OC features eight fuel-
ing stations that can serve 16 
vehicles with fuel.

Skiatook Mayor Randy Sien 
thanked the Nation for its 
“longstanding relationship,” 
which includes partnerships 
where the Nation provided a 
head start facility and funding 
for road and park projects, as 
well as a forthcoming regional 
health clinic.

Sien said the facility is es-
pecially welcomed to the com-
munity because Skiatook 
currently does not have hotel 
lodging. He believes the facil-
ity will be a convenience espe-
cially in the warmer months 
for locals and visitors who fre-
quent nearby Lake Skiatook.

“I want to thank the Osage 
Nation for bringing this to Ski-
atook and letting us be a part 
of it and for the fine facility 
they built,” Sien said.

See more Osage News pho-
tos taken of the Skiatook 
Osage Casino Hotel on the 
newspaper’s Flickr page. The 
photo set link is: http://www.
flickr.com/photos/osagenews/
sets/72157638557632993/.

All photos Chalene Toehay/Osage News

An outside view of the Osage Casino and Hotel-Skiatook. On Dec. 9, 2013, the casino had its grand opening with a ribbon cutting ceremony to start 
off the celebration. 

Osage Casinos employees Billy Keene and Chris Sleeper were some of the 
employees in attendance at the ribbon cutting ceremony on Dec. 9, 2013, 
at the Skiatook Osage Casino and Hotel. 

During the tour of the Osage Casino and Hotel- Skiatook attendees were 
able to view the suites. One suite in particular had a view of the pool with 
a hot tub. This was equipped with a sofa, eating area, two flat screen TVs 
as well as a flat screen TV in the master bathroom. 

Guests have the luxury of sitting at a full service bar after checking into 
their room at the Osage Casino and Hotel- Skiatook. Attendees were able 
to get a first look at all of the amenities on Dec. 9, 2013, at the official 
grand opening of the Osage Casino and Hotel- Skiatook. 

One of the highlights at the official grand opening of the Osage Casino 
and Hotel-Skiatook the attendees received a tour of the hotel suite. This 
was equipped with a sofa, eating area, two flat screen TVs as well as a flat 
screen TV in the master bathroom.

Guests of the Osage Casinos and Hotel-Skiatook will have the opportu-
nity to sit by a cozy fire in the grand lobby while overlooking the pool. 

One of the highlights at the official grand opening of the Osage Casino 
and Hotel-Skiatook the attendees received a tour of the hotel suite. The 
suites feature a sofa, eating area, two flat screen TVs as well as a flat 
screen TV in the master bathroom.

ttendees share a round of applause after the ribbon is cut for the official 
grand opening of the Osage Casino and Hotel-Skiatook on Dec. 9, 2013.

After the ribbon cutting ceremony of the official grand opening of the 
Osage Casino and Hotel-Skiatook the attendees received a tour of the 
hotel suite. Guests will have the opportunity to enjoy their evening on a 
king size bed. This was equipped with a sofa, eating area, two flat screen 
TVs as well as a flat screen TV in the master bathroom. 
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Osage Casinos host tribal members
at new Ponca City location 
By Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Six years after announcing a 
new casino and hotel would be 
built at Osage Casinos Ponca 
City location, it was built and 
tribal members has the first 
look on Dec. 22. 

More than 300 guests 
showed up to take advantage 
of the Osage Tribal Day at the 
casino, a preview specifically 
for tribal members. Osages 
got the pleasure of free hors 
d’oeuvres, tours of the 46-room 
hotel, ballroom and conference 
center, the game floor, The 
Salted Fork restaurant and 
other amenities the facility of-
fered. 

Donna Barrone, Osage and 
a resident of Grayhorse, was 
proud of the new casino and 
came with friends.

“I think with the Tribal Day, 
the Osage Nation is finally 
taking a step in the right di-
rection,” she said. “This place 
is very, very nice.”

Jennifer Swords, general 
manager of Osage Casinos - 
Ponca City, addressed the air 
quality of the facility, the de-
tails of the hotel and casino, 
and the exceptionally clear ice 
at the casino.

“I wanted to talk to you 
about the air quality that’s 
going to be on this state-of-
the-art casino floor. Casino 
management realizes that 
this is one of the biggest com-
plaints of our guests and was 
also a challenge of casino prop-
erty,” she said. “When we went 
into the design process, we 
wanted to make air quality one 
of the main areas of focus. As 
a result we have raised floor-
ing on the casino floor and … 
the state-of-the-art ventilation 
system is constantly pushing 
fresh air from the outside up 
through the slot faces, blowing 
the smoke away from you. The 
days of those smoky casinos 
are far behind us.”

She said the casino floor 
has more than 345 electronic 
games, six table games, includ-
ing Black Jack, Texas Hold’em 
and three-card poker. The ho-

tel has 46 rooms, each over 400 
square feet, a business center, 
a fully equipped fitness center, 
pool and spa. The pool features 
underwater speakers and is 
climate controlled, “it’s heated 
right now if anyone is up for 
a dip?” To which everybody 
laughed because an ice storm 
hit Osage County two days 
prior and the temperature out-
side was below 20 degrees.

The Casino’s banquet space 
can seat up to 400 guests and 
can be converted into three 
separate meeting spaces. The 
restaurant, The Salted Fork, 
will serve American cuisine 
and will be open for lunch and 
dinner. The Copper Tap sports 
bar offers 12 beers on tap and 
is equipped with 12 flat-screen 
televisions. The bar features 
six tabletop games so people 

Top left: A photo of the doublewide trailer the Osage Casinos - Ponca City location was housed in for six years, 
sits in the hallway by the ballroom/conference center at the Osage Tribal Day event Dec. 22, 2013. 

Middle left: The gaming floor of the Osage Casinos - Ponca City location on Dec. 22, 2013. 

Bottom left: Osages play at one of six card tables in the new Osage Casinos - Ponca City location on Dec. 22, 
2013. 

Top right: Osages Donna Barrone and Billie Ponca play slot machines on Osage Tribal Day at the opening of the 
Osage Casinos - Ponca City location Dec. 22, 2013. 

Bottom right: Beverly Brownfield, Delores Goodeagle, Principal Chief John Red Eagle, Teresa Rutherford and a 
tribal member pose for a commemorative photo at the Osage Tribal Day on Dec. 22 at the opening of the Osage 
Casinos – Ponca City location. 

CAPTION3: 

Hors d’oeuvres were offered in the casino’s ballroom/conference center at the Osage Tribal Day event at the new Osage Casinos - Ponca City location 
Dec. 22, 2013.

can drink, play and watch the 
game. 

The OC convenience store is 
open 24/7 and offers large bay 
pumps for trucks and boats. 
The ice in the convenience 
store and on the casino floor 
will be the best in town. “Pay 
attention to the crystal clear 
detail of the ice, we invested 
in a reverse osmosis system, so 
the ice is exceptionally clear,” 
she said. 

The convenience store also 
has a walk-in beer cooler. 

She thanked everyone for 
coming and told attendees the 
“O” design in the Osage Casi-
nos logo has three swooshes 
and they represent the three 
In-Lon-Schka districts: Gray-
horse, Hominy and Pawhuska. 
She also said the swooshes 
point in the direction Osages 

dance around the drum, coun-
terclockwise. 

Neil Cornelius, CEO of 
Osage Casinos, said there 
were countless people involved 
in making the casino a real-
ity over the years. He thanked 
the Casino executive team, the 
Gaming Enterprise Board, the 
architectural team, Square 
One Hill and Osage Manhat-
tan Builders. The information 
technology team, slots team, 
table games team, accounting 
and receiving, food and bever-
age, hotel team, management 
team, “we’ve got outstanding 
people back there.”

This is the second ground-
up facility with the new Osage 
Casinos brand, the first being 
Osage Casinos - Skiatook. He 
said the project was on time 
and within budget.

“It’s a meaningful day be-

cause I think it really throws 
the Osage into the spotlight,” 
Cornelius said. “So congratu-
lations Osage, you’ve done a 
great job and let’s keep it go-
ing.”

Tribal members and guests 
took commemorative photos 
in front of an Osage Casinos 
backdrop. 

“This is a definite improve-
ment,” said Anthony Cass, 
who drove from Pawhuska for 
the tribal day. “I’d drive from 
Pawhuska to come to this ca-
sino and stay in the hotel. It’s 
nice, very nice.” 

To see more photos from the 
Osage Tribal Day at the Osage 
Casinos – Ponca City location, 
visit the Osage News Flickr 
page at http://www.flickr.
com/photos/osagenews/.

All Photos
Shannon Shaw Duty

Osage News
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2014

Election Debates
Primary Election Debate
February 1-2, 2014 • 5-7 p.m.

Hominy Co-op Building

Hominy, OK

Osage Minerals Council
Debate

April 26, 2014 • 5-8 p.m.
Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural Center

Pawhuska, OK

General Election Debate
May 3-4, 2014

Saturday 5-8 p.m. • Sunday 1-4 p.m.
Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural Center

Pawhuska, OK

The Osage News would like to thank

the League of Women Voters of Tulsa

for hosting its debates.

Visit the Osage News online
for more details coming soon!

www.osagenews.org
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Primary Election Information

General Election Information

December 16, 2013- Filing Dates for Principal Chief
January 6, 2014 and Assistant Principal Chief

January 29, 2014 Absentee Ballot Mailing Begins

February 10, 2014 Deadline to Request an Absentee Ballot

March 7, 2014 Early Voting – Polls Open 12 p.m. to 8 p.m.

March 8, 2014 Early Voting – Polls Open 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

March 10, 2014 Election Day – Polls Open 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.

March 14-31, 2014 Filing Dates for Members of Congress
April 23, 2014 Absentee Ballot Mailing Begins
May 5, 2014 Deadline to Request an Absentee Ballot
May 30, 2014 Early Voting – Polls Open 12 p.m. to 8 p.m.
May 31, 2014 Early Voting – Polls Open 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
June 2, 2014 Election Day – Polls Open 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.

• Prior to � ling for o�  ce, candidates shall be required to open a separate bank 
account in the name of the candidate or the candidate’s campaign. 

• Failure to provide proof of a separate bank account to the Election 
Supervisor shall be reason to disqualify the candidate. 

• Candidates must � le in person at the Osage Nation Election O�  ce, and fees 
must be in the form of a cashier’s check or money order.

Osage Nation Election Office
P.O. Box 928 • Pawhuska, Oklahoma 74056

Toll Free (877) 560-5286
Phone (918) 287-5286 • Fax (918) 287-5292

Email: electiono�  ce@osagetribe.org

See COmputeRs
—Continued  on Page 18

TrueBallot selected to  
conduct 2014 ON elections
By Benny Polacca
Osage News

TrueBallot Inc., has once again been selected as the election company to con-
duct the 2014 Osage Nation government elections after being selected by the ON 
Election Board.

The Washington, D.C.-based company conducted the Nation’s 2010 and 2012 
elections and will provide election services again for this year’s primary and gen-
eral elections slated for March 10 and June 2 respectively. 

In this year’s election, the offices of Principal Chief and Assistant Principal 
Chief are up for grabs as well as six seats on the Osage Nation Congress. Each 
elected seat carries a four-year term.

At its Dec. 18 meeting, the Election Board voted unanimously to hire TrueBal-
lot for the 2014 elections after reviewing bid proposals submitted by TrueBallot 
and one other competing company following an executive session. Voting “yes” 
for TrueBallot were board members Walter Hopper, Shannon Lockett and Terry 
Hazen. 

“Two companies submitted, they went through the bidding process as per the 
(Nation’s) procurement act and (TrueBallot) scored higher according to the quali-
fications in their bid packet and therefore, they were selected,” said ON Assistant 
Attorney General Clint Patterson, who represents the Election Board.

According to its website, TrueBallot provides election services to labor unions, 
associations, homeowner associations and cooperatives and other Native Ameri-
can organizations. Other Native American tribes who’ve hired TrueBallot include 
the Cayuga Nation of New York, Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes of Oklahoma, 
Snoqualmie Tribe of Washington and the Suquamish Tribe of Washington. 

The filing period for ON Congressional seats runs March 14-31. Osages inter-
ested in running for Congress must file and pay a $300 candidate filing fee with 
the ON Election office.

Election Supervisor Alexis Rencountre said the June 2 general election bal-
lot will also contain four constitutional amendment questions. Those questions 
were referred to the ballot after being passed by majority ON Congressional vote. 
Check back to www.osagenews.org and see future Osage News editions for news 
updates on the elections and candidates.

Five families in need receive 
computers for Christmas
By Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Marilyn Booth was confused when the Osage Nation Police showed up at 
her workplace and demanded she come outside.

“I didn’t know what was going on, my mind was racing,” Booth said, who 
works at the Osage Nation Tax Commission. 

ON Police Chief Nick Williams and Investigator Mike Anderson led 
Booth outside to a waiting police car. With stern looks on their faces, they 
opened the back door and the computer was sitting in the back seat. 

“When they told me they were giving my family a computer, and every-
one was smiling and laughing, I was still so nervous … it didn’t register,” 
she said. “Then Chief Williams asked me if I was okay and if I had heard 
what he said. That’s when I realized my family got a new computer for 
Christmas.”

Booth, a mother of two who also looks after her niece and nephew, is 
one of five families chosen by the ONPD, in conjunction with the TANF 
Program (Temporary Assistance for Needy Families), in deciding which 
families receive the computers as part of the North Pole Computer Project. 
ONPD delivered the computers on Dec. 20.

Retired Tulsa Police Officer Glenn DeWeese started the North Pole Com-
puter Project. He began building computers for needy children as a Christ-
mas project in 2003. Volunteers who help with the project include current 
and former police officers, software engineers, computer technicians, educa-
tors and business leaders.

The original Computers for Kids project evolved into a year-round opera-
tion that has provided computers for over 1,000 families. Approximately 
200 children will use this year’s donated computers.

“This is the second year the Osage Nation Police Department has been 
involved in the North Pole Computer Project,” Anderson said. “I enjoy being 
involved with this project. This year we were given five computers to give 
out.”

Participating police departments include the Cherokee Nation, the Mus-
cogee Creek Nation, the Tulsa Police Department, Jenks Campus Police, 
Broken Arrow, Sapulpa, Coweta, Bixby, and Sand Springs Police Depart-
ment. All departments will be delivering computers a week before Christ-
mas.

This year’s recipients from the Osage Nation are:

The Laura Frazee Family
The Alice Cotton Family
The Misty Grogan Family
The Susan Wadsworth Family
The Marilyn Booth Family

Benny Polacca/Osage News 

ONPD Investigator Mike Anderson helps Marilyn Booth with her refurbished com-
puter as part of the North Pole Computer Project. Booth is one of five families who 
received a free computer for Christmas.
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Pawhuska Indian Village 

residents and their children 

visit with “Osage Santa 

Claus” during the village 

Christmas party on Dec. 16. 

Pawhuska Indian Village res-

idents and their children vis-

it with “Osage Santa Claus” 

during the village Christmas 

party on Dec. 16. 

Pawhuska Indian Village residents play bingo for prizes at the Dec. 16 village Christmas party. 

Celebrating the season…
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Pawhuska village 
residents celebrate 
at Christmas party
Osage News

Pawhuska Indian Village residents and their families rang in the Christmas 
season at the second annual holiday party hosted by the village Five-Women 
Board at Wakon Iron Hall on Dec. 16.

The board invited residents to join in the festivities that included dinner, bingo 
and visits with “Osage Santa Claus” who invited youth attendees to share their 
Christmas wish lists with him. 

Also, at the invitation of the board, Jack Whitehorn a.k.a. “Chief Whitehorn” 
came to the party with donations of clothing, toys, infant needs, backpacks and 
blankets for the village residents. 

Whitehorn, an Osage from Missouri, visits a different area tribe each year and 
donates goods to the people he visits, said village board chairwoman Paula Sta-
bler. She and the party attendees applauded Whitehorn’s efforts before playing 
bingo for prizes and later distributing the donated items among the residents. 

See more images from the village Christmas party on the Osage News Flickr 
page at http://www.flickr.com/photos/osagenews/sets/72157638863418886/.

All Photos Benny Polacca/Osage News 

Pawhuska Indian Village Five-Women Board Chairwoman Paula Stabler intro-

duces Jack Whitehorn “Chief Whitehorn” during the Dec. 16 village Christmas 

party. Whitehorn donated toys and goods to the village residents during the 

event.

Pawhuska Indian Village residents attend the Dec. 16 village Christmas party. 

Pawhuska Indian Village residents and their children visit with “Osage Santa 
Claus” during the village Christmas party on Dec. 16. 
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Bronze coin replica of Osage Code 
Talker Gold Medal available for sale
By Benny Polacca
Osage News

Osages and the general pub-
lic now have the opportunity 
to own a bronze coin replica of 
the Osage Nation Code Talker 
Gold Medal now being sold by 
the United States Mint. 

The bronze coin is a dupli-
cate of the Osage Nation Code 
Talker Congressional Gold 
Medal recently presented to 
the tribe during a November 
ceremony where 33 gold med-
als were awarded to those 
tribes whose members served 
in World War I and II and used 
their native languages as code 
to relay radio messages to fel-
low soldiers during battle.

Two sizes of the bronze coin 
replicas are available for sale 
through the U.S. Mint website 
at www.usmint.gov. A 3-inch 
coin is $39.95 and a 1.5-inch 
coin is $6.95. According to 
the website, a description of 
the coin design reads: “The 
obverse design depicts a code 
talker looking up and focusing 
on his task. The barbed wire 
is symbolic of the threat to the 
soldier.” 

The Congressional Gold 
Medal honoring is part of ful-
filling the Code Talkers Recog-
nition Act of 2008 signed into 
law by then-President George 
W. Bush. According to the act, 
it requires the issuance of the 
gold medals “to express the 
sense of the Congress that 
the service of Native Ameri-
can code talkers to the United 
States deserves immediate 
recognition for dedication and 
valor; and honoring Native 
American code talkers is long 
overdue.”

The first reported use of 

Native American code talkers 
during wartime was on Oct. 
17, 1918, the act states.

On Nov. 20, the U.S. Con-
gress hosted the Gold Medal 
ceremony in Washington’s 
Emancipation Hall and in-
vited surviving military veter-
ans who served as code talkers 
during wartime, their family 
members, surviving families of 
code talker veterans who have 
since passed on and tribal of-
ficials representing the tribes 
honored at the event. 

Representing the Osage 
Nation at the ceremony were 
Principal Chief John Red Ea-
gle, Assistant Principal Chief 
Scott BigHorse, Osage Con-
gressman and Army veteran 
John Maker. Also invited to 
the ceremony were John Hen-
ry Mashunkashey, who served 
in the Marine Corps during 
the Vietnam War and his wife 
Ahnawake Mashunkashey. 

This was the first time that 
Osage Code Talkers had been 
honored for their efforts dur-
ing World War I, John Henry 
Mashunkashey said in a state-
ment from the Chief’s office. 
“We had code talkers in artil-
lery and infantry, who spoke 
to one another on radios call-
ing information back and forth 
about incoming rounds,” he 
said. 

“Previously the tribes had 
been reluctant to talk about 
their code talking during 
World War I and II. President 
George W. Bush made it pub-
lic so that we could talk about 
it,” Mashunkashey said. “The 
Navajo code talkers were hon-
ored first because they had a 
program that was developed 
by the Marine Corps during 
World War II.”  

The U.S. Mint and the De-
partment of Defense first con-
tacted the Chief’s office in 
2010, according to the Chief’s 
statement. Images of the pro-
posed coin were sent to Chief 
Red Eagle for his consideration 
and he asked John Henry and 
Ahnawake Mashunkashey to 
assist in approving the coin’s 
design. The coin depicts Osage 
Code Talkers on the front and 
the Osage Nation seal on the 
back of the coin.

John Henry Mashunkashey 
is the Marine Corps League 
Oklahoma Department Com-
mandant, the Osage Detach-
ment 669 Commandant for the 
Marine Corps League, a mem-
ber of the Disabled American 
Veterans and the American 
Legion Post 198 in Pawhuska. 
Ahnawake Mashunkashey is 
the Second Vice President of 
the American Legion Post 198 
Auxiliary, and is a life Auxilia-
ry member of the Military Or-
der of the Purple Heart, and is 
a member of Daughters of the 
American Revolution (DAR).

Principal Chief Red Eagle, 
who accepted the award on 
behalf of the Nation said in a 
statement: “It was a very hon-
orable experience to be there 
to accept this for all the veter-
ans who served in these wars. 
I had a sense that we were rep-
resenting all Osage veterans. 

 “We want the Osage people 
and the Osage veterans to 
know about this honor.”

Silver version of Osage Code 
Talker coin available to sur-
viving families

A silver version of this coin 
is available to families who 
have Osage World War I veter-
ans within their families, once 
a verification process by the 

Courtesy Photo 

The back of the bronze coin replica of Osage Code Talker Gold Medal 
available for sale.

Courtesy Photo

The front of the bronze coin replica of Osage Code Talker Gold Medal 
available for sale. 

U.S. Department of Defense 
has finished, the Chief’s office 
said.

If families have knowledge 
of Osage World War I veterans 
within their family, they may 
provide proof through writ-
ten documents and photos of 
the veteran submitted to the 
Department of Defense. The 
Osage Tribal Museum and Li-
brary has a list of Osages who 

served in World War I, and are 
willing to share this informa-
tion with families seeking the 
information. This informa-
tion may be shared with John 
Henry Mashunkashey who 
will assist in forwarding the 
information to the Department 
of Defense. His e-mail is: john-
awake65@windstream.net.

Artists featured at 
Northern California 
Osage meeting
By Benny Polacca
Osage News

OAKLAND, Calif. – A sunny fall gathering for the Northern 
California Osage organization drew Osages living on the West 
Coast to the city’s Leona Lodge to hear presentations by Osage 
artists showcasing their works.

On Nov. 2, nearly 70 Osages and their families attended the 
annual gathering. Also attending were Osage Nation elected of-
ficials who traveled to the event from Oklahoma to meet and 
network with their fellow constituents.

A steering committee of West Coast Osages organizes the 
meetings held in spring and fall seasons. For this meeting, the 
committee invited all interested Osage artists to attend the 
meeting to discuss and showcase their work.

Osage artists attending the November meeting included Ya-
tika Starr Fields (painter), Marca Cassity (musician), Duane 
BigEagle (writer), Ruby Hansen Murray (writer) and George 
Baldwin (musician). The following are submitted biographies 
and information from the artists.

Fields said: “I am motivated in my work fundamentally by the 
search for freedom in all forms. I seek to create a contemporary 
terrain in the juxtaposition of my living memories. Playing with 
elements of space and time, I create a synthesis of symbolic ob-
jects floating and bending on the canvas at all angles; negating 
the horizon and the rule of linear experience.”

At the meeting, Fields conducted a live mural painting on can-
vas while fellow artists Cassity and Baldwin performed music for 
the attendees who watched Fields. His painting was later auc-
tioned off among the attendees. Osage Congresswoman Shannon 
Edwards took the painting home.

To view images of Fields’ artwork and for more information, 
visit his website at www.yatikastarrfields.com.

Cassity performed acoustic folk rock songs and played her gui-
tar during the mural painting performance by Fields. Cassity, 
who relocated to Oakland from Osage County where she grew 
up, said in her bio that her musical influences include Johnny 
Cash, Janis Joplin and Neil Young.

Cassity made a 2006 CD album titled Deeper and is working 
on a new album titled Songs from the Well. Cassity said she is 
planning an April 2014 performance in Pawhuska at the Osage 
Tribal Museum. Cassity is a also a recipient of a matching arts 
grant from the Osage Nation Foundation.

For more information on Cassity and her music, visit her 
Facebook page at: www.facebook.com/marcacassitymusic.

Baldwin also performed music by singing, playing guitar and 
the harmonica. In his bio, Baldwin said he “has worked for doz-
ens of tribes throughout the United States ... and a few years 

Benny Polacca/Osage News 

Osage writer Ruby Murray (right) holds a writers workshop at the Nov. 2 Northern California Osage meeting 
attended by West Coast Osages and elected Osage officials from Oklahoma including Congress members pic-
tured (l tor r) John Free, Maria Whitehorn and William “Kugee” Supernaw. 

More Artists photos on page 15 See aRtIsts
—Continued  on Page 17

Benny Polacca/Osage News 

Osage artist Yatika Fields paints a mural during the Nov. 2 Northern California Osage meeting in Oakland. 
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California Osage recording a folk rock 
album thanks to ON Foundation grant
By Benny Polacca
Osage News 

Marca Cassity, an Osage 
musician living in the Bay 
Area, is pursuing her dream 
of recording a studio album of 
original folk rock songs writ-
ten by her. 

Now in the works is an al-
bum titled Songs from the 
Well. 

“The songs are inspired by 
my fascination of how we as 
people overcome hardship, and 
find resilience in our creative, 
powerful, and beautiful ways,” 
Cassity said of her album on 
the website indiegogo.com. “I 
grew up in rural Oklahoma 
where I first found my love 
of spirit and music, and have 
traveled around the world 
studying with traditional 
people, spiritual teachers and 
musicians from lots of amaz-
ing places. My roots and my 
journeys brought me to write 
Songs from the Well for uplift-
ment and healing for myself 
and others.”

Today Cassity lives in Oak-
land, Calif., and works in trau-
ma counseling for the Alameda 
County Crisis Support Servic-
es. She is a Ponca City High 
School graduate and earned 
her nursing degree from the 
University of Oklahoma. Her 
grandfather is former Osage 
Nation Congressman Mark 
Freeman.

Cassity created the indiego-
go.com profile page to show-
case her album project and 
also to seek monetary dona-
tions to help her finance the 
album recording with a pro-

fessional music producer. She 
is also receiving help from the 
Osage Nation Foundation in 
the form of a matching grant.

In fall 2013, Cassity re-
ceived an Osage Nation Foun-
dation matching grant to help 
fund her album production and 
recording. She met with Foun-
dation officials, spoke about 
her music endeavors and per-
formed songs for them before 
getting the green light on her 
funding request.

Bill Webb, the ON Founda-
tion executive director, said 
Cassity was awarded the grant 
in October for a maximum of 

Benny Polacca/Osage News 

Osage musician Marca Cassity performs at the Nov. 2 Northern California Osage meeting in Oakland. Cassity 
is an Osage Nation Foundation grant recipient who plans to use the funding to record a folk rock music album 
titled Songs from the Well. 

$17,375 with the funding to as-
sist in the recording and distri-
bution of the album.

In a video posted to indiego-
go.com, Cassity also recalled 
a personal event when a fam-
ily member suffered a drug 
overdose and remained un-
conscious in the hospital. The 
outcome also motivated her to 
pursue the album project.

“Things were not good,” Cas-
sity said. “So I went and visit-
ed her and I said to her: ‘well, 
you can either go on to the next 
world and be my angel or you 
can stay here … either one, 
it’s your choice.’ And so when 

she woke up out of the coma, 
she’s doing well now in her life, 
she said that she had a vision 
when she was sick. The vision 
was that she had gone down 
to a wellhouse, which is on 
my parents’ land where I grew 
up…And in the wellhouse she 
found a box of songs…She 
didn’t know what to do with 
them, so she got a call from 
John Lennon in the dream, in 
the vision, and he told her to 
tell me to record them”

“Wherever that story came 
from, it doesn’t really matter 
to me, just in love and paying 
homage to my family and their 

great resilience and humor 
and creativity, I’m calling this 
album Songs from the Well.”

Cassity said she plans to 
make the album at Fantasy 
Studios with seasoned mu-
sic producer Julie Wolf, who’s 
worked with recording artists 
including the Indigo Girls, Ani 
DiFranco and Carly Simon.

When the January edition of 
the Osage News went to press, 
Cassity’s fundraising efforts 
garnered $9,840, according to 
indiegogo.com. 

Cassity said another re-
quirement of her grant is to 
make the album available to 
the Osage public. “For exam-
ple, I will be giving away 200 
free downloads of Songs from 
the Well to Osage people. The 
thought of youngsters and el-
ders and folks who would find 
upliftment and inspiration 
from this album in my tribe 
makes me so happy,” Cassity 
said.

Also being planned are per-
formances when the album is 
completed. Cassity said she is 
planning an April performance 
at the Osage Tribal Museum 
in Pawhuska.

Click this link to learn more 
about Cassity at indiegogo.
com: www.indiegogo.com/
projects/marca-cassity-songs-
from-the-well .

Cassity is also on Facebook 
at: www.facebook.com/marca-
cassitymusic.

Benny Polacca/Osage News 

Attendees of the Northern California Osage meeting held Nov. 2 in Oakland listen to presentations by Osage 
artists who discuss their work which included writer workshops, performing musicians and a live mural paint-
ing.

Benny Polacca/Osage News 

Osage Congresswoman Alice Buffalohead makes frybread for the North-
ern California Osage meeting Nov. 2, 2013. 

Benny Polacca/Osage News 

George Baldwin sings for the attendees of the Northern Osage California 
Osage meeting Nov. 2, 2013.

Benny Polacca/Osage News 

Ruby Hansen Murray, Osage writer, shows off a door prize she won with 
an Osage design on it at the Northern Osage California Osage meeting 
Nov. 2, 2013. 

Benny Polacca/Osage News 

An attendee of the Northern Osage California Osage meeting Nov. 2, 2013, begins a project with blue corn. 

aRtIsts
–from Page 12



Osage News • osagenews.org January 2014 15

Osage Culture
The Holiday Season

Charles Red Corn

Charles Red Corn
Osage News

I have always believed 
that the extremely posi-
tive Holiday Season of the 
year is compatible with the 
teachings and beliefs of the 
Ancient Osage people.  

The weather has been 
good coffee drinking weath-
er, not that coffee is all 
that important. Even the 
food we eat and the music 
we enjoy changes for a few 
weeks.  

This Holiday Season has 
many of us feeling good, 
and we send and receive 
seasonal greeting cards 
to each other. Those sea-
sonal cards have positive 
thoughts and messages 
with words and pictures 
that express a very sincere 
hope of a genuine Peace on 
Earth and a Good Will to all 
People everywhere.

The winter we have ex-
perienced, so far, has given 
us extremely cold days and 
nights and some beautiful 
warm days. Those summer-
like days have then been 
followed by more record 
setting periods of cold, and 
at least a couple of the days 
have brought heavy rain 
that soon freezes.   

When the Sun reflected 
off of those sparkling ice 
covered trees, those same 
trees make loud crack-
ing sounds when their ice-
heavy limbs would break 
and fall to the earth. All of 
this creates an unbeliev-
able glimpse of nature.

Then at night when the 
Moon was full, another 
striking scene was cre-
ated. All is peaceful and 
those same trees seem to 
glow in the Moonlight, and 
the scene that is created is 
again worth experiencing.   

I mention the beauty and 
harshness of winter because 

those Ancient Osage People 
certainly had an awareness 
of those things. Somehow, 
they patterned the life of the 
People after the complicated 
natural world they lived in.

We have all heard of Hun-
Kah and Tzi-Zhu, the Earth 
and Sky. In those ancient 
days if you were Osage you 
were either Hun-Kah or 
Tzi-Zhu, and you knew a 
great deal about the world 
around you. They learned to 
make their dwellings from 
the hides of buffalo and the 
poles of trees. Those were 
dwellings that protected 
them from the elements.  

They knew of Wa-Kon-Ta, 
the Creator, and during our 
time on this earth we have 
always been very proud of 
our Ancestors.

At our house we celebrate 
our Brother Buddy’s birth-
day that is Christmas Day.

–––––––––
About the author: 

Charles H. Red Corn, Osage, is 
the author of “A Pipe for Feb-
ruary” and various other pub-
lished works. Red Corn received 
his B.A. in Psychology and his 
Masters of Education Admin-
istration from Penn State. He 
is a veteran of the U.S. Army 
and resides with his wife Jeri in 
Norman, Okla. He is the Osage 
News culture columnist.

Candidate annOunCements
Margo Gray announces her 
candidacy for Principal Chief 

Today, I am formally an-
nouncing my candidacy for 
the Office of Principal Chief 
of the Osage Nation.  I did not 
come to this decision lightly, 
but only after careful consid-
eration, reflection, and prayer 
and for the reasons that follow.  

Soon after returning to 
Pawhuska, it became clear to 
me that our families are strug-
gling to make ends meet in a 
very tough economy and that 
the health, educational, and 
social needs of our communi-
ty are great and pressing.  In 
listening to friends, relatives, 
and neighbors, I have felt their 
disappointment and frustra-
tion with the way things have 
been going within our Osage 
Government and their deep 
concern about what it means 
for the future – socially, politi-
cally, and economically.   

Our people need a leader 
who not only will fight and 
stand strong for our tribal 
sovereignty, but who will also 
be a champion of the Osage 
citizenry and a peacemaker - 
someone with energy, passion, 
and vision; someone unafraid 
to step up and speak out, but 
with diplomacy and respect for 
the views of others.  The Osage 
people have a right to fair and 
honest government and lead-
ership that deeply believes in 
the Nation and its people. 

From time immemorial, 
Osage men and women have 

Margo Gray

worked together to build strong 
communities. These are core 
values that must always guide 
the Nation’s political leaders.  
In today’s world that trans-
lates into building a strong 
economy that produces good 
jobs with good wages and op-
portunities for business devel-
opment and entrepreneurship.  
It means ensuring quality edu-
cation to the upcoming genera-
tion, so that they may take the 
Nation to the next higher level 
when they take the helm.

I was raised to believe that 
Osage men and women must 
be strong and determined, 
but also fair and caring. I was 
taught that it isn’t enough just 
to survive, but to see that all 
thrive together. I was taught 
that service to others has 
been a core value in Osage 
culture from ancient times. 

I was taught that each of us 
has a responsibility to give of 
ourselves – whatever talents, 
knowledge, and skills we may 
offer.  

We must deepen this com-
mitment to service by respect-
ing those who serve honorably.  
The Nation must be a good em-
ployer, so employees are confi-
dent that hard work, integrity, 
and accountability will be re-
warded.  

These are the values and 
principles I bring to my can-
didacy – the ideals that my 
lifetime of combined expe-
rience has inspired. I hold 
strong to the idea that we can 
strengthen our Nation’s rela-
tionships with key partners, 
foster the development and 
improvement of our economy 
and preserve the Osage way 
of life for all wherever they 
live. In asking for your high-
est degree of confidence, I offer 
my forty years of professional 
experience in service to Indian 
Country, my commitment to 
principled leadership, and my 
deep belief in each Osage from 
the oldest to the youngest. 

–Margo Gray  
margograyforosagechief@

gmail.com
–––––––

[Disclaimer: Candidate an-
nouncements are published 
without edits or changes from 
the Osage News staff.]

ON Attorney General 
responds to Chief ’s arguments 
in ethics complaint case 
By Benny Polacca
Osage News 

Osage Nation Attorney Gen-
eral Jeff Jones is protesting 
an effort by Principal Chief 
John Red Eagle to dismiss the 
civil ethics complaint case that 
Jones filed against the Chief 
last summer in tribal court.

On Dec. 13, Jones respond-
ed to a motion by the Chief’s 
attorneys seeking a speedy 
judgment in Chief Red Eagle’s 
favor based on the pleadings 
filed so far. The Chief argued 
that he has “qualified immu-
nity” which does not make him 
subject to the allegations Jones 
filed against him in June 2013 
in ON Trial Court. 

According to the Chief’s 
written argument, his attor-
neys said “the lack of clearly es-
tablished Ethics Law provides 
Chief Red Eagle with qualified 
immunity to avoid further pro-
ceedings,” adding that Jones’ 
allegations have “vagueness” 
and “are not enforceable” in a 
Nov. 15 court filing.

In response, Jones said, “the 
qualified immunity defense is a 
federal doctrine that is not ap-
plicable to the case at hand… 
The defense is persuasive to 
this Court at best, and should 
not be applied because there is 
nothing in Osage law that al-
lows such immunity. The Eth-
ics Law specifically allows for 
tribal officials, including Chief 
Red Eagle, to be punished for 
ethical violations.” 

The ethics complaint case 
against Chief Red Eagle is 
the first of its kind to be filed 
against an Osage elected offi-
cial.

This trial court case is sepa-
rate from the ongoing ON Con-
gressional proceedings made 
against the Chief to consider 
his removal from office. The 

Congress voted in July 2013 
to form the Select Commit-
tee of Inquiry to investigate 
15 allegations raised against 
the Chief in a Congressional 
motion calling for the inves-
tigation. As a result, the com-
mittee recommended six of 
those allegations be consid-
ered during the removal trial 
slated to start Jan. 13.

In this case, Jones filed an 
initial three-count ethics com-
plaint in June, arguing that 
Chief Red Eagle broke Osage 
law when he allegedly inter-
fered with an investigation 
by contacting AG Investigator 
Brian Herbert and demanded 
that an investigation involving 
a “certain person” stop imme-
diately. Jones also alleges that 
Chief Red Eagle contacted the 
Gaming Enterprise Board and 
told them “that they will pay” 
for travel expenses for former 
board member Randy Carnett 
when the board decided not 
to pay for the entire travel to 
save costs.

On July 12, Jones filed an 
amended ethics complaint 
adding a fourth count regard-
ing an Executive Branch ap-
pointment contract with Paul 
Allen who maintains the 
Chief’s www.johnredeagle.
com website. In the amend-
ed complaint, Jones argues 
those payments made to Allen 
with tribal money is consid-
ered an “unauthorized use of 
Osage Nation resources in the 
amount of $71,603.00,” which 
is the amount paid to Allen 
through contract up to July. 
Also in his complaint, Jones 
alleges the payments to Al-
len violate two sections of the 
Nation’s ethics law regarding 
unauthorized use of ON re-
sources.

Created by Osage law, the 
Attorney General’s office is 

designated as an independent 
entity where the office is not 
part of the legislative or execu-
tive branches. 

In the Chief’s argument re-
garding the Herbert phone 
call, his attorneys also wrote: 
“It is legally impossible for 
the Chief to interfere with an 
investigation of the Attorney 
General’s office due to its in-
dependence under Osage law, 
and/or it is factually impos-
sible for the Chief to interfere 
with an investigation of the 
Attorney General’s office due 
to control of the AG staff being 
exclusively under the AG.”

Jones called the Chief’s ar-
gument “irrelevant” and noted 
his office and staff “’have an 
independent responsibility to 
enforce provisions of the Osage 
Nation Code’ and the Execu-
tive Branch is prohibited from 
interceding or interfering in 
the ‘legal functions’” of the 
AG’s office. 

In his November motion 
for a speedy judgment on the 
pleadings, Chief Red Eagle re-
quests the court to dismiss any 
or all counts against him and 
is also requesting the court to 
award attorney fees and costs 
in his favor. Oklahoma City-
based attorneys Kirke Kick-
ingbird and James Burson are 
representing the Chief.

Associate Trial Court Judge 
Lee Stout is presiding in the 
case.

The latest status of this case 
was unknown when the Janu-
ary edition of the Osage News 
went to print due to court staff 
absence. Check back to www.
osagenews.org or see the Feb-
ruary edition of the newspaper 
for further updates and devel-
opments in this case.

Benny Polacca/Osage News 

Osage Nation elected officials and attendees talk about Osage art at the 
Northern Osage California Osage meeting Nov. 2, 2013. 
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CASA Birdhouse
& Apron Auction

Shannon Shaw Duty/Osage News 

A birdhouse by Ted Moore for auc-
tion on Dec. 14 at the CASA Bird-
house & Apron auction at the Im-
maculate Conception Church in 
Pawhuska. 

More CASA photos 
on pages 18 and 19

Shannon Shaw Duty/Osage News 

ABOVE: CASA volunteer Cameron Pratt is recognized by CASA Director 
Helen Norris on Dec. 14 at the CASA Birdhouse & Apron auction at the 
Immaculate Conception Church in Pawhuska. 

Shannon Shaw Duty/Osage News 

LEFT: CASA Volunteer, Nikki Revard Lorenzo, sets up the birdhouses for 
auction on Birdhouses for auction on Dec. 14 at the CASA Birdhouse & 
Apron auction at the Immaculate Conception Church in Pawhuska. 
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Michael Hight Leah Matin Waller Carrie-Ann Velasquez Lenora Kae White

JANUARY 

January 29
Primary Election  
Information 
Absentee Ballot 
Mailing Begins
For more information 
contact (918) 287-5286 
or (877) 560-5286

FEBRUARY
February 1

Osage News Election  
Debates
Debate for Primary  
Election 
Hominy Co-op Building
Hominy, Oklahoma 
From 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

February 8
Osage ACT Prep Test Date
Registration Deadline is  
January 10
For more information 
visit www.actstudent.org 

February 10 
Primary Election  
Information 
Deadline to Request 
an Absentee Ballot 
For more information 
contact (918) 287-5286 
or (877) 560-5286

MARCH
March 7

Primary Election  
Information 
Early Voting – Polls 
Open 12 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
For more information 
contact (918) 287-5286 
or (877) 560-5286

March 8
Primary Election  
Information 
Early Voting – Polls 
Open 10 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
For more information 
contact (918) 287-5286 
or (877) 560-5286

March 8 
Honor Dance for 
Robynn Roan Rulo
Osage Event Center
Tulsa, Oklahoma
Starts at 2 p.m. 

March 10
Primary Election  
Information 
Election Day – Polls 
Open 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
For more information 
contact (918) 287-5286 
or (877) 560-5286

March 14-31

General Election 
Information
Filing Dates for Members  
of Congress
For more information 
contact (918) 287-5286 
or (877) 560-5286

March 15
Northern California  
Osage Meeting 
Executive Inn Suites
Oakland, California 
For more information  
northerncaliforniaosage.org/
 

APRIL
April 12

Osage ACT Prep Test Date
Registration Deadline is  
March 7
For more information 
visit www.actstudent.org 

April 23
General Election 
Information
Absentee Ballot 
Mailing Begins
For more information 
contact (918) 287-5286 
or (877) 560-5286

April 26
Osage News Election  
Debates 
Debate for Osage 
Minerals Council
Wah Zha Zhi Cultural  
Center
Pawhuska, Oklahoma
From 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.

MAY 

May 3 
Osage News Election  
Debates
Debate for General  
Election
Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural  
Center
Pawhuska, Oklahoma
From 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

May 4 
Osage News Election  
Debates
Debate for General  
Election 
Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural  
Center 
Pawhuska, Oklahoma
From 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.

May 5
General Election 
Information 
Deadline to Request 
an Absentee Ballot
For more information 

contact (918) 287-5286 

or (877) 560-5286

May 30

General Election 

Information 

Early Voting – Polls 

Open 12 p.m. to 8 p.m.

For more information 

contact (918) 287-5286 

or (877) 560-5286

May 31 

General Election 

Information 

Early Voting – Polls 

Open 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

For more information 

contact (918) 287-5286 

or (877) 560-5286

JUNE
June 2 

General Election 

Information 

Election Day – Polls 

Open 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

For more information 

contact (918) 287-5286 

or (877) 560-5286

June 14

Osage ACT Prep Test Date

Registration Deadline is  

May 9

For more information 

visit www.actstudent.org 

Have an event? Send 

event information to the 

Osage News, Attn.: Shan-

non Shaw, 619 Kihekah, 

Pawhuska, OK 74056; email 

sshaw@osagenews.org, or fax 

to (918) 287-5563. Make sure 

to include event date, loca-

tion, email and Web address 

(if applicable) and a phone 

number where someone can 

be contacted for validation if 

necessary. Deadline for the 

February 2014 issue is Janu-

ary 18, 2014.

Save the Date!
–Local Events Calendar

Congratulations!
Michael J. Hight and his 

team placed Runner-up in the 
Sooner Classic Championship. 
The family would like to con-
gratulate him and his team 
on their achievement. Michael 
is the 11-year-old son to Billy 
and Teresa Hight. Congratula-
tions! 

Thank You!
Leah Matin Waller, Osage 

name: Hun-Kah-Me (Sacred 
Eagle Women). Daughter of 
Jake Waller and Christena 
Dilbeck. Granddaughter of the 
late George E. Waller, Cedar 

M. Matin Waller., Elizabeth 
L. Dilbeck, the late Thomas 
E. Dilbeck of Hominy. Great-
granddaughter of late Walter 
J. Matin, Maggy H. Matin, 
original Osage allottees. Leah 
was raised and resides on her 
family’s Osage allotments. 
Leah has danced in the In-
Lon-Schka’s her whole life.  
She’d like to thank the J.O.M. 
Committee, Outgoing J.O.M. 
Princess Kiara Booth, Head 
Singer Norris Bighorse, family 
and friends who made a won-
derful event. Thank you to all. 
God bless.

Happy Birthday!
Carrie celebrated her birth-

day on Dec. 22. She attends 
2nd grade at McCay Elemen-
tary in New Mexico. She par-
ticipates in cheerleading, 
softball and basketball. Carrie 
dreams of one day playing for 
the Oklahoma Sooners. Happy 
birthday Care Bear! We love 
you very much and thank God 
for you. Love, daddy, Grand-
ma Brenda, Momma Luciana, 
Momma Dee and Uncle Aus-
tin.

Happy Birthday!
Happy First Birthday, Le-

nora Kae White!! Mom and 
Dad love you. Lenora is the 
daughter of Lauren Bivens 
White and Ted White of Nor-
man, Okla.

ago learned to play the guitar 
with the help and support of 
Bob Gemmell (Suquamish) 
and Vince Redhouse (Navajo). 
Growing up in a story telling 
culture, song writing about the 
Native experience has been 
a small passion for George. 
He plays and performs a few 
times each year for audiences 
that he believes will appreci-
ate his message. He works at 
California State University 
Monterey Bay where he teach-
es behavioral science classes 
and an eclectic form of the 
martial arts.”

Murray is a writer and pho-
tographer from Puget Island, 
Wash. According to Murray’s 
bio, her “work has appeared or 
is forthcoming in Wild in the 
Willamette, The Lake Rises, 
The Salal Review, Oregon Hu-
manities Magazine and Na-
tional Public Radio. She has 
been awarded residencies at 
Hypatia-in-the-Woods, Playa 
and Jentel. Chapters from her 
novel in progress, The Heart 
Stays People, have won notice 
at Willamette Writers Confer-
ence in Portland, Ore., Okla-
homa Writers Federation, The 
Nature of Words in Bend Ore., 
and Dylan Days in Hibbing, 
Minn. She offers creative writ-
ing workshops in tribal and 
community settings.” 

BigEagle is a poet and 
fiction writer who’s writ-
ten and published his works 
since 1975. According to his 
bio, BigEagle, “teaches cre-
ative writing with the Cali-
fornia Poets in the Schools 
and teaches Native American 
Studies at the college level. 
He has been awarded Artist 
in Residence grants from the 
California Arts Council and 
the Headlands Center for the 
Arts (Marin, Calif.) and has 
served on various local, state, 
and national grant and policy 
review panels for many agen-
cies including the California 
Arts Council, the National 
Endowment for the Arts, and 
the Annenberg Institute for 
School Reform. He is a found-
ing Board Member of the 
American Indian Public Char-
ter School in Oakland.” 

See Osage News photos of 
the November meeting on its 
Flickr page at: www.flickr.
com/photos/osagenews/
sets/72157638865853913/.

March 15 Northern California 
Osage meeting set

The NCO steering com-
mittee is announcing its next 
meeting will be held March 15 
in Oakland at the Executive 
Suites & Bayside Hotel. 

Both hotels share a park-
ing lot on the same property 
as the meeting space, accord-
ing to NCO steering commit-
tee member Nanette Kelley. 
Discounted rates are available 
to those Osages interested in 
attending the March 15 meet-
ing. The Bayside Inn is at 
(510) 356-2450 and the Execu-
tive Inn & Suites is at (510) 
536-6633.

The meeting agenda in-
cludes a candidate panel for 
those running for Osage Na-
tion office in the 2014 elec-
tions as well as a candidate 
panel for Osages running for 
the Osage Minerals Council in 
the June 2 election. 

The meeting will also in-
clude a presentation by the 
ON Foundation.

For more information 
on the Northern California 
Osage group, visit its website 
at www.northerncaliforniao-
sage.org.

aRtIsts
–from Page 12

OU to offer 
free online 
contemporary 
Native 
American 
course
Osage News

The University of 
Oklahoma is offering a 
free online course about 
Native Americans in 
Oklahoma. 

Native Peoples of 
Oklahoma, a course on 
the cultural traditions 
and current conditions 
of the Native American 
tribes in Oklahoma, will 
be offered at no cost for 
the spring semester.

“Native Peoples of 
Oklahoma was once a 
highly sought after and 
highly attended course 
at OU,” said Dr. Daniel 
Swan in a prepared re-
lease. Swan is a profes-
sor of anthropology at 
OU and curator of eth-
nology at the Sam Noble 
Oklahoma Museum of 
Natural History. “This 
semester, we’re reviv-
ing it and offering it to 
anyone who’s interested 
in American Indian cul-
ture. We think we have 
created the best course 
overview of Oklahoma 
American Indians avail-
able by bringing in our 
most renowned faculty 
experts and resources in 
the field.”

The course was 
taught for more than 
a decade by Dr. Robert 
Fields, a member of the 
Pawnee Nation and a 
professor of anthropolo-
gy, until his retirement, 
according to a prepared 
release. Now, Swan and 
Dr. Joshua Nelson, a 
citizen of the Cherokee 
nation and assistant 
professor of English fo-
cusing on American In-
dian literature and film, 
will teach the course. 

The 16-week course 
begins Jan. 13.

“With a population of 
more than 300,000 Na-
tive Americans from 37 
different tribes, Okla-
homa is home to more 
American Indian tribal 
headquarters than any 
other state,” Swan said 
in the release. “More 
than 8 percent of Okla-
homa’s population is 
of American Indian or 
Alaska Native descent, 
so to offer this course 
helps further education 
and awareness for Okla-
homa’s Native Ameri-
can tribes.”

For more informa-
tion, visit http://janux.
ou.edu.



Osage Nation Jobs: Applica-
tions may be downloaded at 
www.osagetribe.com/main_job-
search.aspx or obtained at the 
Osage Nation Human Resourc-
es Department located at 621 
Grandview in Pawhuska. In-
terested applicants can also call 
(918) 287-5445 or email HR at 
atrumbly@osagetribe.org. Ap-
plications must be received in 
Human Resources no later than 
4 p.m. on the date of closing.  
Late applications will not be  
accepted.

R.N. Diabetes Case Manager-
Pawhuska, Diabetes. The RN 
will perform work assigned by 
the program director consistent 
with prevention of diabetes, pro-
moting improved diabetic care, 
as well as, promoting aware-
ness of chronic illness related to 
diabetes of our Native American 
People. Regular full-time. Sal-
ary: $30/hr.

Archivist/Records Manage-
ment Specialist-Hominy Ar-
chives. Associates degree in 
Library Science or History or 
equivalent preferred or must 
have 1-3 years experience in Ar-
chives preferably or equivalent 
field. 16 mm microfilming ex-
perience required. Regular full-
time. Salary: $11.50/hr.

Sr. Grants Management Spe-
cialist – Pawhuska Strategic 
Planning and Grants Man-
agement. Bachelor’s degree, 
master’s preferred, from an ac-
credited college or university in 
Public Administration, Political 
Science, Business Administra-
tion, Accounting, or closing re-
lated fields. Regular full-time. 
Salary: $32.39/hr.

Youth Development Staff – 
Fairfax Boys and Girls Club. 
Strong communication skills, 
both verbal and written. Must 
have group leadership skills, 
including an understanding of 
group dynamics. Must obtain 
CPR/First Aid Certifications. 
Regular part-time. Salary: 
$11.50/hr.

Teacher – Skiatook Head-
start. Degree in Early Child-
hood Education or related child 
development field or Associate 
Degree in ECE/Child Develop-
ment field or CDA certification 

Classifieds
and actively working toward 
Associate Degree. Regular full-
time. Salary: DOE

Project Inspector – Pawhus-
ka Transportation Improve-
ment Program. HS diploma or 
GED. Must have the ability to 
read and interpret documents 
such as safety rules, operating 
and maintenance instructions, 
and procedural manuals. Regu-
lar full-time. Salary: $21.37/hr.

Shelter Monitor – Pawhuska  
Counseling Center. HS diplo-
ma or GED. Must have previous 
experience working in domestic 
violence shelter or behavioral 
health programs. Regular Part 
Time. Salary: $11.50/hr.

Teacher Assistant – Fairfax 
Headstart. CDA certification 
or experience in Child Care and 
actively work toward certifica-
tion completion within one year. 
Preferred: Associates degree in 
Early childhood or related de-
gree. Regular full-time. Salary: 
$11.50/hr. 

Regulatory Compliance In-
ternal Auditor I – Pawhuska  
Gaming Commission. Bach-
elor’s Degree or equivalent re-
lated experience: three years 
increasingly responsible work 
in an accounting/auditing posi-
tion or related casino/financial 
experience preferred. Regular 
full-time. Salary: DOE. 

Regulatory Compliance 
Agent – Pawhuska Gam-
ing Commission. Associate’s 
Degree or equivalent experi-
ence. Compliance, inspection, 
or investigation background 
preferred. Regular full-time. 
Salary: DOE.

PRN, LPN and Home Health 
Aide, Osage Home Health. 
Apply at 128 E. 6th, Pawhuska, 
OK 74056 or call (918) 287-5645.

Features/Multimedia Re-
porter – Pawhuska, Osage 
News. College degree/two years 
experience in newspaper news-
room, news web site, public or 
media relations or photojournal-
ism.  Regular full-time.  Salary: 
$17.08/hr.

Deputy Court Clerk – 
Pawhuska Tribal Court. As-
sociates degree or higher or a 
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Marvin Lee Clark II
Marvin Lee Clark II, 39, 

passed away December 17, 
2013 at his residence in Wyn-
ona, Oklahoma. He was born 
on May 9, 1974 in Pawhuska, 
Oklahoma, to Marvin Lee and 
Jerri Jean (Barnes) Clark. 
Marvin was a graduate of 
Hominy High School. He was 

a lifelong resident of the Hom-
iny and Wynona area and was 
a member of the Immaculate 
Conception Catholic Church in 
Pawhuska.

Marvin is survived by his 
mother, Jerri Jean Branstet-
ter and husband John of Wyn-
ona; a son, Marvin Lee Clark 
III of Wynona; a daughter, 

certificate from the court clerk or 

paralegal program. Prior court 

clerk or office assistant experi-

ence is highly preferred.  Regu-

lar full-time.  Salary: $11.67/hr. 

Counseling Center Director 

– Pawhuska Counseling Cen-

ter. Masters level Social Worker 

or other Behavioral Science de-

gree preferred; or five (5) years 

of experience in the alcohol and 

drug field. Licensed as Clinical 

Social Worker. Certified Alcohol 

and Drug Counselor. Regular 

full-time. Salary: $30.42/hr. 

Surveillance Officer –Tulsa 

(2), Sand Springs (1), Hominy 

(2) Gaming Commission. HS 

diploma/GED and 6 months of 

previous work experience. Gam-

ing Hospitality or Customer Ser-

vice industry preferred.  Regular 

full-time. Salary: $13.30/hr. The best source for Osage news now! 
www.osagenews.org

Marvin Lee Clark II

Samantha Clark of Owasso; 
three aunts; Judy Hight, Mary 
Monetathchi and Patricia 
Pratt, and numerous cousins. 
His God mother Rosie Malone 
and his God son Charles Ryan 
Riddle. 

He was a former Zon-Zo-Li 
drumkeeper for six years. This 
was one of his most memo-
rable times of his life. Former 
members of his committee and 
cooks were there to prepare his 
dinner. 

He was preceded in death by 
his father, maternal grandpar-
ents Jerome and Angie Barnes, 
uncle Jerome Barnes Jr., aunt 
Joyce Maus, uncle Earl Clark, 
paternal grandparents E.Z. 
(Pete) and Leila Clark.

Funeral services for Marvin 
were held Saturday, Decem-
ber 21, 2013. Indian services 
were held at the Osage Indian 
Chapel in Hominy at 8:00 a.m. 
with Everett Waller officiating 
and the Funeral Mass was held 
at the Immaculate Conception 
Catholic Church in Pawhus-
ka at 10:00 a.m. with Father 
Chris Daigle officiating.

Burial was in the A.J. Pow-
ell Cemetery in Hominy, under 
the direction of Powell Funeral 
Home. Casket bearers for the 
service were his cousins Bil-
ly Hight, Brad Hight, Brian 
Hight, Joshua Monetathchi, 
Eli Monetathchi and Michael 
Pratt.

“My family is very thankful to the ONPD and the North Pole 
Computer Project,” Booth said. “I look forward to my children 
being able to learn and grow from this experience.”

For more information about the North Pole Computer Project 
and PC Power, visit www.TulsaPCPower.org.

COmputeRs
–from Page 9

Shannon Shaw Duty/Osage News 

A birdhouse made by Ryan RedCorn sold for $510. RedCorn’s birdhouse 
was inspired by his youngest daughter’s cradleboard, with Osage sym-
bols of the four directions on the sides on Dec. 14 at the CASA Birdhouse 
& Apron auction at the Immaculate Conception Church in Pawhuska. 

CASA Birdhouse
& Apron Auction
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Without Reservations

January 18th is the
deadline for all submissions for 

the February issue of the

Mark it on your calendars!

www.osagenews.org
619 Kihekah • Pawhuska, OK 74056

Letters to the Editor If you would like to submit a letter to 

the editor, please mail it to the Osage News, Attn.: Shannon 

Shaw, 619 Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056 or send email to 

sshaw@osagetribe.org. Letters must be respectful and infor-

mative to the reader, and may be edited for grammar, clarity 

and space.

Osage Nation Burial Assistance
Application Process

• Submit an application within 30 days of 
time of death

• Provide copy of Osage Membership Card 
for deceased individual

• Provide a copy of a death certificate for the  
deceased individual

• Provide a copy of an itemized Funeral 
Home statement of the deceased individual

The application is complete when all pertinent 
documentation is received by this office; once the 
application is complete a letter of approved funds 
and check will be mailed to the funeral home. 
Notice will also be sent to the applicant inform-
ing them of the amount being paid to the funeral 
home.
• Allow 10-14 working days for completed  

application to be processed and a check issued.

For more information, questions,
or concerns please contact the

Osage Nation Constituent Services Office

Osage Nation Constituent Services Office
Attention: W. Jacque Jones, Administrator
621 Grandview • Pawhuska, OK 74056

Phone: (918) 287-5662
Fax: (918) 287-5221 • Fax: (918) 699-5221

Email: jjones@osagetribe.org

Shannon Shaw Duty/Osage News 

A birdhouse by Jacqueline Boulanger sold for $310 and had intricate mosaics on all sides 
on Dec. 14 at the CASA Birdhouse & Apron auction at the Immaculate Conception Church 
in Pawhuska. 

Shannon Shaw Duty/Osage News 

A birdhouse by Joe Don Brave for auction on Dec. 14 at the CASA Birdhouse & Apron auction 
at the Immaculate Conception Church in Pawhuska. 




