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Chief Red Eagle faces 15 
allegations of wrongdoing 
By Benny Polacca
Osage News

The Third Osage Nation Congress 
received a list of 15 allegations made 
against Principal Chief John Red Eagle 
on July 8 during its special session. On 
July 9, the legislative body approved a 
motion to form a Select Committee of 
Inquiry to investigate the allegations. 

With 11 unanimous “yes” votes, 
the Third Osage Nation Congress ap-
proved the written motion to form the 
committee, which was read aloud by 
Congressman William “Kugee” Super-
naw during Day One of the Congressio-
nal Special Session.

Congress members originally 
planned the session to consider a few 
items needing legislative action, but 
on June 19, a legislative proclamation 
was issued with the following item up 
for consideration: Motion to form a Se-
lect Committee of Inquiry – a five-per-
son Congressional committee created 
to review allegations against elected or 
appointed officials that may constitute 
grounds for removal.

The Osage Constitution states all 
elected and appointed ON officials shall 

Benny Polacca/Osage News

Principal Chief John Red Eagle listens to the July 8 Congressional Special Session. During 
the session a Congressional motion to form a Select Committee of Inquiry was made and 15 
allegations made against the Chief were read aloud. The motion faces a Congressional vote 
as early as July 9.

Chief responds 
to allegations 
made by AG and
ON Congress
By Benny Polacca
Osage News

Osage Nation Principal Chief 
John Red Eagle says the recent 
ethics allegations levied against 
him are “unfounded” and those 
allegations are “based on noth-
ing more than rumor and gos-
sip.”

Chief Red Eagle is the target 
of an ethics case in ON Trial 
Court after Attorney General 
Jeff Jones filed a three-count 
ethics complaint on June 12. 
Now, the complaint count 
stands at four after Jones filed 
an amended complaint on July 
12 adding an additional count. 
A scheduling conference for this 
case was initially held July 11 
and will resume on Aug. 8, with 
presiding Associate Judge Lee 
Stout.

According to the amended 
ethics complaint, Jones added 
the fourth count regarding the 
contract and payments made 
to Chief Red Eagle appointee 

See RespOnse
—Continued  on Page 5

Osage Language students further 
education during immersion trip  
By Jacelle Ramon-Sauberan
Osage News

The Osage Nation Language 
Department took 70 Osages to 
Colorado Springs for four days 
to retrace the footsteps of their 
ancestors. 

“Colorado has been quite a 
familiar place to go during va-
cation time for our people and 
I thought it would be a pretty 
good touch to go back there,” 
said Herman “Mogri” Lookout, 
Osage Nation Language De-
partment director. 

The group traveled 630 
miles on a charter bus to Col-
orado Springs on July 10 and 
the immersion workshops be-
gan on July 11. 

This year, ONLD and the 
Osage Nation Cultural Center 
teamed up to teach the work-
shops. The workshop topics 
included history of Osages 
traveling to Colorado Springs, 
In-Lon-Schka dances, Osage 
clothing and how to score a 
hand game.

Lookout and Wah-Zha-Zhi 
Cultural Center Director, 

Vann Bighorse, have been try-
ing to partner the Osage lan-
guage and culture together. 

“We’ve been trying to weave 
them together because without 
language you don’t have cul-
ture, if you don’t have culture 
you don’t have language –they 
intertwine,” Bighorse said. 

On July 12, ON Education 
Division Leader, Joe Tillman 
organized a unique roundta-
ble conversation in Osage with 

Jacelle Ramon-Sauberan/Osage News 

2013 Colorado Immersion Workshop participants walk through the Garden Of The Gods on Thursday, July 11.

See MaRIjuana
—Continued  on Page 6

ONPD seizes $45,000 worth 
of marijuana in Fairfax
Plants were being 
grown on restricted 
land west of town, 
two blocks from 
elementary school
By Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The Osage Nation Po-
lice Department destroyed 
$45,000 worth of marijuana 
plants that were growing in 
field a short distance from 
the Fairfax Elementary 
School. 

ONPD has no suspects at 
this time.

“It wasn’t organized, 
it was like…I went back 
there and they were ran-

domly scattered around in 
the area,” said ONPD Offi-
cer Patrick Luey who was 
called to the scene after a 
drug enforcement helicopter 
spotted the plants.

“When we got there it 
looked like someone had 
just been out there and wa-
tered the plants. There was 
a 5-gallon bucket and shovel 
out there,” Luey said. “The 
Osage Nation Wildland 
Firefighters came out. We 
escorted them out to a va-
cant field to have it burned 
and destroyed the next day.” 

According to the police 
report, Luey was called by 
Osage County Dispatch 
around 6:30 p.m. Luey 
called an officer already in 

Courtesy Photo 

ONPD Officer Patrick Luey carries marijuana plants to be transport-
ed back to Pawhuska for a controlled burn July 17.
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More photos on Pages 10, 11, and 19
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Osage cousins from the Grayhorse District. 

Benny Polacca/Osage News

Straightdancers head to the Pawhuska arbor for the June 27 In-Lon-Schka dances.

Chalene Toehay/Osage News 

Left: Joseph Pratt ties on his roach in preparation for the Pawhuska In-Lon-Schka June 27.  
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Nation no longer taking applications
for Enbridge Pipeline project
By Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The Osage Nation is no lon-
ger accepting applications for 
the Enbridge Inc. Flanagan 
South Pipeline project set to 
start Aug. 7.

The Osage Nation Educa-
tion Department and the ON 
Human Resources Depart-
ment have successfully trained 
more than 400 workers for the 
project. 

“We expected to originally 
get 200 jobs. So we were think-
ing about running 300 in our 
pool. Then we had additional 
jobs added and right now we 
are sitting at 400 in our data-
base, of trained, ready to go to 
work, drug tested, all the train-
ing requirements that have 
been offered to them. Current-
ly we are not taking applica-
tions for additional work so we 
think we have plenty of appli-
cants to meet our numbers,” 
said Ida Doyle, ON Education 
Department director. “We are 
still taking applicants names 
and numbers because if addi-
tional work comes up we want 
to have a pool of possible peo-
ple that could go to work. 798 
(welding union out of Tulsa) 
told us today they have pipe-
line jobs all over the country if 
people are willing to travel.”

All training was free for 
those who came through the 
ON Education Department, 
paid for by the Pawhuska 
Business Strategy Center and 
the unions, said Jana Scimeca, 
ON Human Resources com-
pensation analyst. 

The Flanagan South proj-
ect, a nearly 600-mile crude 
oil pipeline that originates 
in Flanagan, Ill., and ends in 
Cushing, Okla., will require 
more than 600 employees to 
lay a 36-inch pipe this side of 
Independence, Kans., to Cush-
ing. Osage County will lay 
the last 300-mile stretch. The 
partnership between the Na-
tion and Enbridge is that the 
Nation gets to provide 25 per-
cent of the work force, while 

unions and contractors make 
up the rest. First preference 
is for Osage tribal members, 
then Native Americans, then 
non-Natives.

Some of the work has begun 
in Independence, where one of 
two warehouses is located. The 
second warehouse is located 
in Sand Springs, Okla., said 
Scimeca, and workers will be 
working out of both warehous-
es simultaneously. 

“The numbers are growing 
everyday, we’ve already given 
some job assignments to a few, 
and we’ll be contacting some 
others right away to show up 
the middle of August to the 
Independence warehouse. We 
get daily information from the 
contractor or the unions as to 
what their needs are going for-
ward,” Scimeca said. 

The four unions working on 
the project are Welding-798 
out of Tulsa, Operators-627 
out of Tulsa, Teamsters, and 
Laborers-350, out of Springer, 
Okla.

“Met with Superintendent 
for the U.S. Pipeline yester-
day (in Independence), we 
were awarded a few jobs at 
this point in early stages from 
the U.S. Pipeline contractor,” 

Courtesy Photo/Enbridge 

Workers repair an Enbridge pipeline in Wisconsin, July 31, 2012.

Scimeca said. “We are waiting 
to hear of other positions that 
will come to us from all four 
unions.”

The project will start in In-
dependence and workers will 
move north near Iola, Kans., 
and Warrensburg, Mo., early 
in the project, Scimeca said. 
Then workers will move south 
of Warrensburg. Crews will 
then be dispatched to Sand 
Springs to the south ware-
house. Both operations, the 
north and the south, are called 
spread three and spread four 
and both will work simultane-
ously. 

“They will be working to-
gether and moving toward the 
center of the 300-mile stretch. 
So they kind of maximize their 
project time, instead of every-
one moving south, the north 
and south will work and come 
together, that was the contrac-
tor’s decision to do that,” Sci-
meca said. 

According to Enbridge.com, 
the Flanagan South Pipeline 
Project will cross Illinois, Mis-
souri, Kansas and Oklahoma. 
The majority of the pipeline 
will parallel Enbridge’s ex-
isting Spearhead crude oil 
pipeline right-of-way. Once 

finished the initial capacity of 
the pipeline will be 600,000 
barrels per day.

Enbridge Inc. plans to 
spend $8.8 billion in the U.S. 
to transport greater volumes 
of petroleum to refinery hubs 
in the Gulf Coast region and 
other markets, according to an 
L.A. Times article. The compa-
ny will transport more petro-
leum than TransCanda would 
with its Keystone XL pipeline 
project from Alberta, Canada, 
to the Gulf Coast, according to 
the article.

Enbridge Inc. runs the lon-
gest pipeline system in Cana-
da and the U.S.

According to Enbridge.com, 
“Enbridge’s policy lays out key 
principles for Aboriginal rela-
tions, such as respect for tradi-
tional ways and land, heritage 
sites, the environment, and 
recognition of unique legal and 
constitutional rights. The pol-
icy is designed to ensure that 
Aboriginal and Native Amer-
ican people near our projects 
and operations receive sus-
tainable benefits.”

For more information on the 
Flanagan South Pipeline Proj-
ect, visitwww.enbridge.com/
flanagansouthpipeline.

ON Congress  
supports 
nomination 
of Osage to 
top DOI post
Vincent Logan, 
Osage, awaits U.S. 
Senate confirmation 
to be the next Special 
Trustee for American 
Indians 

By Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The Third Osage Na-
tion Congress passed a 
resolution in support 
of President Barack 
Obama’s nomination 
of Osage investor Vin-
cent Logan to be the 
next Special Trustee for 
American Indians.

“The Osage Nation 
Congress commends 
President Barack 
Obama for his nomina-
tion of Vincent G. Lo-
gan to this office that is 
so important to Indian 
communities around 
the country,” according 
to the resolution. “The 
Osage Nation Congress 
hereby expresses its 
sincere support for the 
confirmation of Vincent 
G. Logan as the Special 
Trustee for American 
Indians, recognizing his 
great accomplishments 
in law and finance.”

The federal appoint-
ment was announced 
Sept. 21, 2012, and it 
was expected that Lo-
gan’s confirmation from 
the U.S. Senate would 
come after the Presi-
dential election. Logan, 
who is currently vaca-
tioning in Italy, said 
at the time the White 
House requested no me-
dia interviews until the 
confirmation process is 
complete. 

Logan must first go 
before the U.S. Senate 
Committee on Indian 
Affairs and accord-
ing to the committee’s 
communications direc-
tor, Reid Walker, the 
committee has not yet 
received Logan’s nom-
ination package from 
the White House. The 
committee is unable to 
proceed until that time, 
according to Walker.

Once Logan has com-
pleted the interview 
with the committee he 
will be subject to a U.S. 
Senate confirmation. If 
confirmed Logan will be 
the fourth special trust-
ee since the office was 
created in 1994 by the 
American Indian Trust 
Fund Management Re-
form Act, and the sec-
ond Native American to 
hold the post. The first 
was Ross Swimmer, 
Cherokee, who held 
the post for nearly six 
years, according to Indi-
anz.com. 

Logan will be respon-

Vince Logan

See lOgan
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Osage Nation to pay tribute to
Maria Tallchief at ballet performance
Osage News

The Osage Nation will pay 
tribute to the late Prima Bal-
lerina Maria Tallchief with 
a special, one-night program 
Aug. 9 at the Bartlesville Com-
munity Center.

The program will be held 
before the performance of 
Wahzhazhe: An Osage Ballet 
that will include distinguished 
speakers, a film tribute and 
a performance of a variation 
from Swan Lake done by Diana 
Gomez of the Tulsa Ballet, ac-
cording to a prepared release. 

“Elizabeth Maria Tallchief, 
who was born in Fairfax, Okla-
homa, in 1925, will always 
have a special place in Osage 
history and in the hearts of the 
Osage people. Her great talent 
as a prima ballerina trans-
formed and elevated in stature 
the ballets in which she per-
formed, and touched audiences 
throughout the United States 
and Europe. Her life will al-
ways stand as a shining beacon 
for Osage young people of how 
dedication to one’s God-given 
talents can be translated into 
great artistic achievement,” 
said Osage Nation Principal 
Chief John Red Eagle.

Osage Congressional Speak-
er Raymond Red Corn said, 
“The Osage Nation Congress 
looks forward to the opening 
performance of the Osage bal-
let, Wahzhazhe, which will 
start with a tribute in honor 

of the Premier Ballerina Ma-
ria Tallchief. Her public life 
exemplifies dedication to her 
art and to the heart of dance, a 
common thread that pulls the 
Osage people together as one.”  

According to a prepared re-
lease, additional performances 
of the ballet, which depicts the 
history of the Osage people, 
will be held Aug. 10 and 11 at 
the Community Center and 
at the Tulsa Performing Arts 
Center’s Williams Theater on 
Aug. 16, 17 and 18.

Funded through private 
donations and a National En-
dowment for the Arts grant, 
the ballet was produced by 
Randy Tinker Smith and cho-
reographed by Jenna Smith, 
both of whom are Osage, ac-
cording to the release.

Tickets for Bartlesville per-
formances will be online at: 
www.bartlesvillecommunity-
center.com

Tickets may be bought in 
person at the Bartlesville 
Community Center Box Office

• Friday August 9, 7:30 p.m. 
includes Tribute to Maria 
Tallchief. One night only.

• Saturday August 
10, 7:30 p.m.

• Sunday August 11, 2 p.m.

Tickets for Tulsa PAC Wil-
liams Theater are available 
online at http://tulsapac.

com/events.asp?id=92&even-
tid=2578&task=display

May be bought in person 
at the Tulsa Performing Arts 
Center:

• Friday August 16, 7:30 p.m.

• Saturday August 17,  
7:30 p.m.

• Sunday August 18, 2 p.m.

Adults $18; Children and 

Seniors $12. For more infor-

mation contact Wahzhazhe 

at (918) 704-4668 or go to  

www.osageballet.com.

Courtesy Photo/Russell Tallchief

Maria Tallchief, Osage prima ballerina.
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be subject to removal from of-
fice for cause. In the ON Con-
gressional rules, the removal 
process calls for a Select Com-
mittee of Inquiry to be formed.

Allegations
According to the written 

motion for the committee, the 
15 allegations raised against 
Chief Red Eagle are:

1. The Chief interfered with 
an investigation of the 
ON Attorney General’s 
office on May 31, 2013.

2. The Chief attempted 
to have the AG’s office 
investigation (mentioned 
above) “terminated to 
give preferential treat-
ment to an employee.”

3. The Chief “abused the 
power of his elected 
position to improperly 
influence the administra-
tion of the Osage Nation 
Gaming Enterprise Board 
by directing the Board, 
or its employee, to pay 
expenses of Board member 
Randy Carnett they had 
not authorized. Approxi-
mate date: May 29, 2013.”

4. The Chief “abused the 
power of his elected 
position by attempting 
to improperly influence 
the decision of the Osage 
(Limited Liability Compa-
ny) Board by proposing the 
Osage LLC Board agree to 
purchase Pawhuska Dozer 
and hire Rod Hartness as 
its Chief Executive Officer 
with money appropriated 
by Congress while the 
appropriation law was still 
awaiting the signature 
of the Principal Chief, 
implying that his signa-
ture on the appropriation 
law was contingent upon 
the Osage LLC Board’s 
agreement to comply with 
the proposal. Approximate 
date: April 20, 2011.

5. The Chief “abused the 
power of his elected office 
to improperly influence the 
Osage Minerals Council to 
require all oil producers, 
who did not have their 
own equipment, to give 

Rod Hartness first right of 
refusal to do any site work 
if he did become the CEO 
of the Pawhuska Dozer 
Company. Approximate 
date: April 20, 2011.”

6. The Chief “refused to 
uphold Osage Nation law, 
ONCA 11-78, enacted with 
a veto override on Oct. 6, 
2011, which delegates: ‘… 
full and sole control over 
all Minerals Estate Ac-
counts…’ (Section 2-A) to 
the Osage Minerals Coun-
cil, an independent agency 
within the Osage Nation. 
In response to the Miner-
als Council letter request-
ing the release of accounts, 
(Chief Red Eagle) replied 
by letter stating, ‘the man-
agement of these accounts 
shall remain in the Osage 
Nation Treasury.’ Approxi-
mate date: Feb. 17, 2012.”

7. The Chief “abused the 
power of his elected 
position by attempting to 
improperly influence the 
Chief Executive Officer of 
the Osage Casinos to pay 
Rod Hartness to promote 
Osage Casinos, costing 
the Osage gaming oper-
ations several thousand 
dollars. Approximate 
date: June 20, 2011.”

8. The Chief “abused the 
power of his elected 
position to improperly 
interfere in the adminis-
tration of human resourc-
es personnel polices by 
forbidding disciplinary 
action against one or 
more employees, Approx-
imate dates: January 
2012-February 2013.”

9. The Chief “abused the 
power of his elected 
position to improperly 
oppress the editor of the 
Osage News by withhold-
ing signatures or ordering 
signatures be withheld on 
travel requests and Osage 
housing assistance docu-
ments in retaliation for ar-
ticles written in the Osage 
News. Approximate dates: 
January 2011-June 2013.”

10. The Chief “abused the 
power of his elected po-
sition by refusing to pay 
his campaign advertising 
costs to the Osage News 
after his election for a time 

period in excess of (10) 
months claiming he should 
not have to pay it since 
he was elected Principal 
Chief. Approximate dates: 
April 2010-August 2011.”

11. The Chief “abused the 
power of his elected 
position to improperly 
withhold one or more con-
tracts between the Osage 
Nation and Rod Hartness 
properly requested under 
the Open Records Act 
by the Osage News staff 
and The Bigheart Times 
staff. Approximate dates: 
January 2013-June 2013.”

12. The Chief “violated Osage 
law and federal law by 
using public money of the 
Osage Nation to pay Paul 
Allen as a contract employ-
ee to develop and maintain 
his personal website used 
for his campaigns since 
2010. Approximate dates: 
July 2010-July 2013.”

13. The Chief “abused the 
power of his elected 
position by, directly or 
indirectly, authoriz-
ing Macy Williams to 
submit and be paid for 
fraudulent timesheets. 
Approximate dates Jan-
uary 2012-July 2013.”

14. The Chief “abused the 
power of his elected posi-
tion by, directly or indi-
rectly, authorizing Macy 
Williams to be placed in 
an employment position 
in the Counseling pro-
gram of Target Capacity 
and Expansion requiring 
a high school diploma, a 
college degree, a behav-
ioral health certification 
and be at least 21 years of 
age, when Macy Williams 
did not have any of the 
required qualifications. 
Approximate dates:  
January 2012-January  
2013.”

15. The Chief “abused the 
power of his elected 
position by, directly or 
indirectly, authorizing 
Macy Williams to receive 
a salary of $35,000 per 
year after she had been 
moved to the position 
of Monitor, which has a 
lower pay scale at $20,000. 
Approximate dates: 
June 2012-July 2013.”

Committee of Inquiry
Supernaw read the conclu-

sion of his written 2.5-page 
motion for the Select Commit-
tee of Inquiry: “The foregoing 
allegations, if true, constitute 
grounds for removal from of-
fice for malfeasance in office, 
undermining the integrity of 
the office, disregard of consti-
tutional duties and oath of of-
fice, arrogation of powers and 
abuse of government process.”

A pause of silence filled the 
Congressional Chambers after 
Supernaw finished reading the 
motion. Then Congressman 
Daniel Boone seconded the 
motion. Twenty-four hours lat-
er, 11 Congress members vot-
ed “yes” to form the committee.

Per Congressional rules, the 
Congress issued their July 9 
votes without debate on the 
issue. Congressman Archie 
Mason was absent during the 
special session. Afterward, 
Congressional Speaker Ray-
mond Red Corn notified the 
ON Supreme Court of the 
approved motion. Per Con-
gressional rules, one of the 
three justices must choose the 
five-Congress member com-
mittee.

A legislative proclamation 
has been announced for the 
seventh special session to com-
mence Monday, Aug. 19, with 
the Select Committee of Inqui-
ry listed as an item of consid-

eration. The committee may 
only meet when Congress is in 
session.

Once the committee work is 
finished, it will provide a writ-
ten report to the Congress pro-
viding details on the evidence 
in support of the allegations 
that qualifies as grounds for a 
removal trial. If the Congress 
votes to hold a removal trial, 
an ON Supreme Court Jus-
tice will preside over the trial 
– held in public – with the 12 
Congress members serving as 
the jury.

Chief Red Eagle was not 
present during the July 9 ses-
sion, but later issued the fol-
lowing statement denying the 
allegations:

“Recently I have been ac-
cused of abusing my authority. 
I assure you that this is not the 
truth,” said Chief Red Eagle. “I 
look forward to having the op-
portunity to show that these al-
legations are unfounded. I am 
certain that our process will be 
fair and reasonable as I contin-
ue to uphold our Osage Consti-
tution and defend the Osage 
people. The Osage Nation is 
a developing government un-
der a new constitution. It is 
an honor to serve my people at 
such an historical time.”

This is the first time in the 
young Osage government’s 
history that an elected official 
is being considered for poten-
tial removal from office.

Select Committee picked to investigate Chief Red Eagle
By Benny Polacca
Osage News

Osage Nation Supreme 
Court Chief Justice Meredith 
Drent selected five ON Con-
gress members to serve on the 
Select Committee of Inquiry 
charged with investigating the 
15 allegations made against 
Principal Chief John Red Ea-
gle.

In a July 12 letter to the 
Third ON Congress, Drent an-
nounced she had chosen Con-
gressional Speaker Raymond 
Red Corn, Alice Buffalohead, 
John Jech, Archie Mason and 
Maria Whitehorn.

These Congress members 
will commence their commit-
tee work when the seventh 
special legislative session 
starts Aug. 19. The legislative 
special session proclamation 
was announced July 9 – the 
same day the Congress voted 
11-0 to form the Select Com-
mittee of Inquiry to review the 
allegations made public the 
day before.

Citing the congressional 
rules on removing elected 
and appointed tribal officials, 
Drent noted the person mak-
ing the select committee mo-
tion (Congressman William 
“Kugee” Supernaw) is not eli-
gible to serve.

Drent also noted, as the Su-
preme Court Justice appoint-
ing the select committee, she 
will be ineligible to preside 
over a removal trial – should 
one be held, per the rules.

All proceedings of the com-
mittee shall be held in execu-
tive session with the exemption 
of votes regarding a recom-
mendation to the Congress or 
approval of a committee report 
and any vote regarding the 
adoption of additional rules for 
procedure, the rules state.

The Select Committee of In-
quiry will elect a chairperson 
and the committee is autho-
rized to conduct a comprehen-
sive investigation limited to 
the 15 allegations listed in the 
select committee motion. The 
committee is also authorized 

to gather evidence, interview 
witnesses, take testimony un-
der oath and subpoena docu-
ments as prescribed by tribal 
law and Congressional rules.

The select committee shall 
only meet when Congress is in 
regular or special session and 
will disband after submitting 
its findings and recommenda-
tions to the full Congress.

The select committee must 
submit a written report of its 
findings and conclusions if it 
finds sufficient grounds exist 
for the Congress to consider 
a trial for removal. The Con-

gressional rules state at least 
one legislative day after the 
committee report is submitted, 
a written motion to conduct a 
removal trial shall be in order.

Chief Red Eagle has denied 
the 15 allegations, which state 
that he allegedly “abused the 
power of his elected position” 
several times and allegedly did 
not uphold Osage and federal 
law in several separate events 
starting in 2010, with those 
alleged events occurring as re-
cent as July.

Any elected or appointed 
official who is the subject of 

the select committee has the 
right to appear by or with le-
gal counsel at all Select Com-
mittee of Inquiry hearings, per 
Congressional rules.

The July 9 Congressional 
vote on the select committee 
motion took place on Day Two 
of the sixth special session. 
The day before, Chief Red Ea-
gle did not address the select 
committee action motion listed 
on the July 8 session agenda 
during his executive message 
to Congress, but instead ac-
knowledged other items of 
business considered in the spe-
cial session. 

After Red Eagle spoke, Red 
Corn delivered his legislative 
message on behalf of the Con-
gress and pointed to the Select 
Committee of Inquiry item. He 
said the Congressional process 
regarding the select committee 
business is “gradual and de-
liberate, and it is designed to 
ensure fairness and respect to 
all persons.”

“We have reached a tipping 
point, a time when the actions 
of others force us to consider a 
measured and appropriate re-
sponse of our own,” Red Corn 
said. “We are in search of the 
facts. If a Committee of Inqui-
ry is formed, we will find the 
facts, and act accordingly.”

Drent closed her July 12 
letter to the Congress stating: 
“Thank you for your commit-
ment to the Osage Nation. I 
wish you success in perform-
ing this difficult task.”

Benny Polacca/Osage News

The Third Osage Nation Congress meets for its July 9 special session with Second Congressional Speaker John 
Free presiding over a portion of the session. That day, the Congress voted 11-0 to form a Select Committee of 
Inquiry to investigate 15 allegations raised against Principal Chief John Red Eagle who was not present during 
the session.

sible for more than $3.7 billion 
in tribal trust funds and Indi-
vidual Indian Money accounts. 
He will be responsible for man-
aging leases for developing 
natural resources, such as coal, 
oil, natural gas, timber and 
grazing, that generate income 
for those accounts, according to 
the DOI website.

The office for the Special 
Trustee has been vacant since 
January of 2009. 

Based in New York, Logan 
is owner of The Nations Group, 
LLC, an investment consulting 
firm focused on Native Amer-
ica with experience in private 
banking as a corporate attor-
ney. He’s worked in the pri-
vate banking and Investment 
Group at Merrill Lynch from 

2006 to 2009, and was a corpo-
rate finance attorney for Schul-
te, Roth & Zabel from 2001 
to 2006. Prior to that, Logan 
worked in the Antitrust Divi-
sion at the U.S. Department 
of Justice from 1996 to 1998. 
He was a founding member of 
the Native American Bar As-
sociation of Washington, D.C. 
He was appointed to the Okla-
homa State University Foun-
dation Board of Governors in 
2010. Logan received his bach-
elor’s degree from Oklahoma 
State University and juris doc-
torate from the University Of 
Oklahoma. While at Merrill 
Lynch, Logan was a financial 
adviser for the Osage Nation 
before he started The Nations 
Group, LLC. 

Logan is from the Morrell 
family of the Hominy District.

lOgan
–from Page 3
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Paul Allen who maintains the 
chief’s www.johnredeagle.com 
website. Allen is appointed as 
a web specialist to “maintain 
and update the Office of the 
Principal Chief’s website,” ac-
cording to his $30,000 contract 
with the Nation for this fiscal 
year. Allen has worked under 
contract since Aug. 4, 2010, 
the complaint states.

In the complaint, Jones ar-
gues those payments made 
to Allen with tribal money is 
considered an “unauthorized 
use of Osage Nation resources 
in the amount of $71,603.00,” 
which is the amount paid to 
Allen through contract up to 
July.

Also in his complaint, Jones 
alleges the payments to Al-
len violate two sections of the 
Nation’s ethics law regarding 
unauthorized use of ON re-
sources. Jones filed the amend-
ed ethics complaint in wake of 
an AG investigation targeting 
the Allen contract. 

Jones’s office started investi-
gating the Allen contract after 
a three-month portion of the 
ON Executive Branch check 
registry became public in June 
following an open records re-
quest made by The Bigheart 
Times. According to the check 
registry for the period start-
ing Jan. 1 and ending April 
15 of this year, Allen was paid 
$1,153.85 eight times from the 
Executive Branch’s budget, 
funded with tribal money.

Jones said his office also in-
vestigated the check registry 
after he received tips of a trib-
al government, “ghost employ-
ee,” meaning someone hired on 
the payroll but not showing up 
in the workplace. It was un-
clear whether Allen was the 
employee at issue, but Jones’s 
investigation focused on Al-
len’s contract work.  

Chief Red Eagle is also the 
target of a Congressional com-
mittee investigation, which 
starts Aug. 19 when the Third 
ON Congress convenes for its 
next special session. The Con-
gressional Select Committee of 
Inquiry will examine 15 allega-
tions made against Chief Red 
Eagle during its July 8 special 
session. Congressman Wil-
liam “Kugee” Supernaw read 
the laundry list of allegations 
which state that Chief Red 
Eagle allegedly “abused the 
power of his elected position” 
several times and allegedly did 
not uphold Osage and federal 
law in several separate events 
starting in 2010.

Chief responds to some 
of Congressional, AG  
allegations

In response to the amended 
ethics complaint filing, Chief 
Red Eagle issued a July 24 
statement through his attor-
neys calling the ethics com-
plaint “flawed in all respects.” 
The chief responded to some 
of the allegations and said he 
plans to challenge them in 
court. He also touched on some 
of the allegations raised in the 
15-item list read by Supernaw 
last month.

“As stated previously, the 
allegations are unfounded,” 
Chief Red Eagle said in his 
statement. “It grieves me 
that the Attorney General’s 
office and the Osage Nation 
Congress have produced such 
allegations based on nothing 
more than rumor and gossip. 
I am confident that Osage 
Nation constituents will be 
dumbfounded by the lack of 
truth and accurate investiga-
tion once my attorneys present  
the case.”

The Congressional commit-
tee’s investigative proceedings 
are separate from the ethics 
complaint being considered in 
tribal court even though some 
of the Congressional allega-
tions are mentioned in Jones’s 
filed complaint. Once the 
Congressional investigation 
is complete, the Select Com-
mittee of Inquiry will issue a 

report to the entire Congress 
to help the legislative body de-
cide whether a removal trial is 
warranted.

Regarding the Allen con-
tract and his website, Chief 
Red Eagle said his attorneys 
will show “that Candidate 
John Red Eagle’s campaign 
website was retired in 2010 
and can be found stored at 
www.paulallen.biz/johnredea-
gle.com. The former campaign 
website is distinct from the 
link on the official Osage Na-
tion Executive Branch website 
page to ‘Chief John Red Eagle.’ 
The current link has never 
been a campaign website.”

The website address at is-
sue was used for Chief Red 
Eagle’s campaign page when 
he ran for office in 2010. The  
www.johnredeagle.com ad-
dress is listed on campaign 
pamphlets distributed by 
Chief Red Eagle’s campaign 
team during that election sea-
son.

According to a Web site do-
main check, johnredeagle.com 
is not registered under the 
Osage Nation. Chief Red Eagle 
is listed as the administrative 
contact along with the email 
address “pa@paulallen.biz” 
and the physical address listed 
is 126 E. 6th St. – the former 
location of the Osage Nation 
Tax Commission in 2010 in 
which Red Eagle’s adopted 
daughter is the ON Tax Com-
missioner, Mary Mashunk-
ashey, who is also the wife 
of Joe Don Mashunkashey, 
the former Village Five Man 
Board chairman who admit-
ted to having embezzled from 
the Pawhuska Indian Village 
fund. The domain name was 
created on April 13, 2006 and 
expires on the same day next 
year.

Paul Allen responds  
to AG investigation

The Osage News learned 
Jones was investigating Al-
len’s contract at the beginning 
of last month. On July 2, Allen 
confirmed to the Osage News 
that he is still an appointee of 
the Chief’s office and has been 
since he was elected. “I moved 
here six years ago and I want-
ed to be closer to my heritage 
and become more involved, 
and boy, did we get involved.”

Allen said he worked in the 
Nation’s IT department before 
he was appointed. He said he 
has been a computer program-
mer since 1965.

“I do some work for him 
(Chief Red Eagle) and main-
tain his website, and some oth-
er things he asks me to do. It’s 
a part-time job,” Allen said. 
“My opinion of the Osage Na-
tion website is terrible, and he 
maintains his own website and 
it’s johnredeagle.com.”

The johnredeagle.com Web 
site includes a bio page about 
Red Eagle, a former Assistant 
Principal Chief, whose Chief 
term expires next year. He has 
not publically stated wheth-
er he’ll run for re-election in 
2014. The website contains 
various messages written by 
Chief Red Eagle including leg-
islative actions and the wind 
farm debate in western Osage 
County. 

Shortly before this issue of 
the Osage News went to print, 
the website appeared to be 
amended from early July when 
an initial online story fea-
turing Allen’s comments was 
posted to www.osagenews.org 
reporting the investigation. 
In early July, the website in-
cluded contact information for 
governmental offices including 
Chief’s office, housing, educa-
tion, CDIB/Membership and 
Constituent Services with rat-
ing polls on those pages asking 
site visitors to rate those enti-
ties with a grade ranging from 
“excellent” to “horrible.”

On July 31, those polls ap-
peared to be removed from the 
website and in its place, the 
website provides a link to the 
Nation’s www.osagetribe.com 
website to access all tribal de-
partments and entities.

According to a 2010 news 

release announcing Chief Red 
Eagle’s appointee staff when 
he took office, Allen (Osage) 
was hired to be the Chief’s com-
munications officer. But due to 
“vicious” behavior by one of 
Red Eagle’s other appointees, 
he was blocked from doing his 
job and was screamed at to 
leave, Allen said.

Allen was hesitant to speak 
about the appointee for fear of 
repercussion. He said he and 
others told Chief Red Eagle 
time and time again that the 
person was a problem for his 
office and gave bad counsel 
on more than one occasion to 
the chief. The appointee is still 
there.

Allen also said he was not 
paid by Red Eagle’s campaign 
when he worked on his web-
site in 2010, he volunteered 
his time. According to Chief 
Red Eagle’s 2010 election 
campaign contribution report, 
Allen donated website goods 
valued at $3,500.

“I don’t know what is go-
ing to come of all of this. But 
Brian (Herbert, Investigator 
for the ON Attorney General), 
the policeman, came over this 
morning and asked a bunch of 
questions,” Allen said. “(Her-
bert) said I didn’t have to an-
swer them and I told him, I 
don’t have anything to hide. 
If it blows something up then 
that’s fine, we’re all in God’s 
hands and he’ll take care of 
us.”

Other allegation  
responses from Chief

Chief Red Eagle responded 
to other recent allegations in-
cluding those referring to a May 
phone conversation the Chief 
had with Herbert regarding 
an ongoing AG investigation. 
Jones argues Chief Red Eagle 

broke tribal law when he con-
tacted Herbert and demanded 
that an investigation involving 
a “certain person” stop imme-
diately. Jones also alleges that 
Chief Red Eagle contacted the 
Gaming Enterprise Board and 
told them “that they will pay” 
for travel expenses for board 
member Randy Carnett when 
the board decided not to pay 
for the entire travel to reduce 
costs.

In his statement, Chief Red 
Eagle said Herbert spoke to 
him with a “disrespectful” tone 
and that he threatened to in-
vestigate all governmental em-
ployee timesheets.

“Chief Red Eagle will make 
clear he did not threaten to fire 
Investigator Herbert, despite 
Herbert’s threat to go after 
all Osage Nation employees,” 
the statement reads, “In fact, 
Chief Red Eagle knows that 
under Osage law he cannot 
fire Investigator Herbert, and 
it is solely the Attorney Gener-
al who controls or loses control 
of his Investigator. Only the 
Attorney General and his staff 
can start, stop, or suspend an 
investigation.”

In the 15-item Congressio-
nal list of allegations, three 
of them referred to Macy 
Mashunkashey Williams, 
who is the daughter of Mary 
Mashunkashey, and works for 
the ON Counseling Center. 
The allegations state Williams 
worked as an employee in a po-
sition requiring a high school 
diploma, college degree, behav-
ioral health certification and a 
minimal age requirement of 21 
– and she did not have any of 
the qualifications. The allega-
tions also state Williams was 
allegedly “paid for fraudulent 
time sheets” and continued to 
receive a $35,000 salary after 
she was “moved to the position 

of Monitor, which has a lower 
pay scale at $20,000.”

Chief Red Eagle did not 
mention Williams by name, 
but responded stating: “It will 
be shown that the personnel 
records which are the subject 
of this investigation do not re-
flect any disciplinary actions 
or cautions about work or inac-
curate timesheets. In addition, 
records will show the employee 
was never paid from the Tar-
get Capacity Expansion Grant, 
which ended in 2012, and thus 
there was never any risk of 
disallowed costs.”

Regarding the allegation 
involving Carnett, Chief Red 
Eagle’s statement reads: 
“Chief Red Eagle’s attorneys 
will prove that Gaming Board 
Chair, Stacy Laskey, explicitly 
authorized the travel of Gam-
ing Board member, Randy 
Carnett, the day before Chief 
Red Eagle expressed his sup-
port for the travel via e-mail. 
Chief Red Eagle supports at-
tendance of Gaming Board 
members at conferences, 
which include matters such as 
Internet Gaming that could af-
fect tribal gaming revenue.”

Chief Red Eagle closed his 
statement with: “The approach 
of the Attorney General’s office 
and the Osage Congress has 
harmed our reputation in the 
greater community because 
when we fail to edify one an-
other, we diminish the Osage 
Nation in the eyes of the sur-
rounding community and be-
yond. For all of the good we 
have done, the Osage Nation 
was only featured on a nation-
al scale due to the infighting 
between the branches of gov-
ernment. This takes the focus 
off of the real business of the 
Osage Nation.”

the area to visit the vacant lot 
located at Mulberry and Shaw 
streets. Luey contacted ON 
Chief of Police Nick Williams 
who confirmed the area was 
restricted land. Williams also 
came to the scene. 

Williams said drug use is a 
problem in Fairfax, especially 
methamphetamine. So Wil-
liams and others were sur-
prised when they were called 
for marijuana. 

“We were surprised about 
the marijuana grow…there’s 
a lot more prevalence in meth 
than marijuana in the commu-
nity. We know that marijuana 
is still a problem but it’s not as 
noticeable as the meth prob-
lem,” Williams said. “The meth 
problem is rampant in every 
area of Osage County.”

Discovery
Luey and Williams were es-

corted through a thick patch 
of brush and high grass to the 
sit. Luey said he recognized 
the plants immediately. The 

plants ranged in various sizes, 
from one foot to six feet tall. 
Luey took several photos of 
the site and he and others dug 

up the plants and placed them 
in a trash bag in Luey’s patrol 
vehicle. 

Luey drove from Fairfax 
to Pawhuska with the plants 
crammed into the back of his 
patrol car. “Luckily we have 
those dark tinted windows 
and people can’t see,” he said 
laughing. 

The plants were locked up 

and secured for the night. 

Since marijuana is not consid-

ered an emergency to the BIA, 

the plants were burned the 

next day in a controlled area, 

Luey said.

According to Lt. Marchmont 

“Marchy” Big Eagle, the BIA 

estimates the street value of 

each plant at $1,500. Thirty 

plants were seized for an esti-

mated value of $45,000.

“If we did have more officers 

we would probably have set up 

a surveillance to watch. I don’t 

believe that’s the only field be-

ing grown in the area, that’s 

just one that’s been reported 

to us,” Williams said. “It would 

be great if we had additional 

officers so we could search and 

seize these crops.” 

The ONPD responds to tips 

and they can be reached at 

(918) 287-5510.

Courtesy Photo 

The marijuana grown west of Fairfax, found on restricted land by a drug enforcement helicopter July 17. 

ONPD
Tip Line
(918)
287-5510
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nine people. The nine individuals were 
Lookout, Tracey Moore, Cherie Leach, 
Scott Lohah, Cameron Pratt, Mary 
Bighorse, Vann Bighorse, Bill Lynn 
and Ed Shaw.  

“I thought of the idea on a whim and 
I felt it would be good for other Osages 
to see,” Tillman said. “I remember my 
great-grandparents speaking Osage 
and there was a lot of laughter –at the 
roundtable they began laughing which 
was good to see.” 

For Mary Brown, ON Archive De-
partment director, she was touched by 
the roundtable conversation. 

“It was truly amazing and I hope to 
engage in Osage-only conversations in 
the near future,” she said. 

The ONLD first made the trip to Col-
orado Spring in 2005 and took 32 Osag-
es. 

“We didn’t have very much of a cur-
riculum, “ Lookout said. “We just want-
ed to break the ice, get together and 
acquaint ourselves with where our an-
cestors use to go.” 

The ONLD took four trips with the 
last being in 2009. Lookout said ONLD 
stopped going because they were hav-
ing a lot of difficulty with the Osage 
Nation Government. 

“It was beginning to be a hassle to 
go out there and keep explaining,” he 
said. “They (ON Government) couldn’t 
grasp it because it looked like a vaca-
tion to them … to me we had people 
in an environment of togetherness for 
four days.” 

After three years, Lookout decided 
to organize a trip to Colorado Springs 
with help from other ON departments 
and the ON Congress. 

“I think the trip went better than I 
thought because in the years past it 
was always language immersion but 
this year since they have combined six 
programs into a division, the different 
programs helped us because we were 
short on funds,” Lookout said. 

For some Osages, it was their first 
time to Colorado while others enjoyed 
feeling the cool mountain breeze again. 
The diverse group included Osage Lan-
guage students, ON employees and a 
group of 20 children. 

On top of the workshops, the group 
was able to visit Garden Of The Gods, 
Manitou Cliff Dwellings and Manitou 
Springs. 

In the evening, the ON Cultural Cen-
ter provided cultural games and activ-
ities such as Indian dice. The children 
played various games in Osage like, 
“Duck, Duck, Goose” and “Red Light, 
Green Light.” 

The ON Cultural Center also provid-
ed shawl material and mini-lessons on 
how to make a shawl. 

“We wanted to give people the oppor-
tunity to forget about what is going on 
here in Oklahoma and let them focus 
on the language and culture up there 
(Colorado Springs),” said Bighorse. 

For Brown, this was her first time at-
tending the immersion workshop and 

Jacelle Ramon-Sauberan/Osage News 

Young Osages participate in a game of “Red Light, Green Light” in the Osage language.

Jacelle Ramon-Sauberan/Osage News 

Osage Language Teacher, Janis Carpenter shows photos from the 1930s of Osages in Colorado Springs on Thursday, July 11 during the 2013 
Colorado Immersion Workshop.

she is glad she took the opportunity to 
attend. 

“During this trip several people 
helped me better understand the Or-
thography symbols for Osage words 
and pronounce words, as I am still in 
the early stages of learning the Osage 
language which is not an easy language 
to learn,” she said. 

Brown also enjoyed all the knowl-
edge she gained from the workshops 

and even learned that Lookout is her 
relative. 

“Overall, without this opportunity I 
would not have gained this wonderful, 
spiritual and educational experience,” 
Brown said. “I look forward to the next 
trip.” 

Through the Colorado Immersion 
Workshop and the Osage language 
classes, Lookout’s goal is to start pro-
ducing fluent Osage speakers as well 

as educate Osages about the Osage cul-
ture. 

“We are trying to make a good un-
derstanding of what we do in our 
In-Lon-Schka, what we do in our meet-
ings, how we do our hand games, and 
be more closer to activates we do as 
culture-minded people,” said Lookout.  

The ONLD plans to go to Colorado 
Springs next year and has already put 
it in their budget. 

By Benny Polacca
Osage News

The Osage News v. Osage Nation 
Principal Chief John Red Eagle case 
involving the open records act will re-
turn to the tribal courtroom on Aug. 8 
for oral arguments.

Osage Nation Trial Court presid-
ing Associate Judge Lee Stout set the 
Aug. 8 court date to hear arguments 
after Chief Red Eagle’s attorney filed 
a motion to dismiss the case argu-
ing the newspaper is not considered 
a member of the “public” and has no 
standing to challenge the denial of its 
open records requests under the Na-
tion’s open records law without waiv-
ing their sovereign immunity.

The Osage News filed a June 18 
complaint against the Chief’s office 
asking the court to compel the Chief 
to comply with the open records act 
after the newspaper’s Jan. 31 written 
open records request for the contract 
between pipeline consultant Rod 
Hartness and the Nation went unan-
swered. On June 26, Chief Red Ea-
gle’s attorney Kirke Kickingbird filed 
a written response to the newspaper’s 
complaint and included a copy of the 
Hartness contract.

With the contract now public, the 
newspaper is asking for the Chief’s of-

fice to pay its court and attorney fees, 
but the Chief refused to do so and is 
asking the court to dismiss the case.

At issue in this case is whether the 
newspaper is a member of the “pub-
lic” or a “government entity” – an ar-
gument now being made by attorneys 
for Chief Red Eagle.

Chief Red Eagle, through attor-
neys Kickingbird and James Burson, 
asked the court to dismiss the news-
paper’s complaint “for lack of sub-
ject matter jurisdiction.” In the July 
9 filing, the Chief refers to the open 
records law, which allows for “any 
member of the public” the right to 
challenge the denial of a records re-
quest in tribal court. The Chief also 
referred to ONCA 12-23, a passed law 
amending the open records act, and 
noted the open records law is now 
amended “to make clear that open re-
cord requests by government employ-
ees and government officials are not 
public requests governed by the Act.”

The newspaper’s attorney, Stephen 
Lee, responded to the case dismissal 
request on July 11 arguing the Osage 
News serves no government function, 
is “clearly a business entity” and op-
erates under the Nation’s 2008 Inde-
pendent Press Act as a newspaper 
“free from ‘any undue influence and 

free from any particular political in-
terest.’”

The Chief argues the Osage News 
staff are government employees with 
its operations funded through annu-
al tribal appropriations and argues 
those facts prevent the newspaper 
from being a member of the “pub-
lic” and therefore, not eligible to 
challenge any open record request 
denials, according to his request to 
dismiss the case.

In response, Lee also argues the 
Chief and his attorneys’ “interpreta-
tion of the law regarding this issue 
would be unconstitutional under both 
(Article IV - Declaration of Rights) of 
the Osage Nation Constitution as well 
as the Federal Indian Civil Rights Act 
of 1968. Both (the ON) Constitution 
and the Federal Indian Civil Rights 
Act of 1968 protect both the individu-
al civil liberties of citizens as well as 
the civil liberties of institutions such 
as the press.”

“The issue is ‘are they a govern-
ment entity or are they the public 
under the act,’ that’s clearly the is-
sue here,” Burson told Stout during 
a July 11 initial court hearing on the 
complaint. 

According to ONCA 12-23, the Na-
tion’s open records law was amended 
to define a “government entity” as 

“any administrative, advisory, exec-
utive, judicial or legislative office or 
body of the Osage Nation,” including 
boards, committees, commissions, 
departments, agencies, independent 
agencies, and other instrumentalities 
whose board of directors are appoint-
ed or elected by the Osage Nation” 
– with exceptions to protect the com-
petitive advantage of the Nation’s 
businesses.

Exceptions to government entities 
under ONCA 12-23 include: corpo-
rations or tribal enterprises; limited 
liability companies, limited liability 
partnerships; any other business en-
tity of the Osage Nation.

Stout asked attorneys for both 
sides to submit their argument briefs 
for the Aug. 8 court date set to hear 
oral arguments on the Chief’s case 
dismissal request.  

On July 19, Kickingbird and Bur-
son filed their brief in support of 
their motion to dismiss the case. In 
his filing, Chief Red Eagle argues the 
ON Congress did not pass the Inde-
pendent Press Act for the newspa-
per “to conduct itself as a ‘business’ 
or ‘profit-making tribal enterprise’ of 
any kind, nor to produce any revenue 
 
 

Osage News v. Chief Red Eagle case to resume Aug. 8
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to support its existence or to pay net revenue as dividends to the 
Nation.”

Lee responded with a brief in support of the Osage News on 
July 26. He argues the Chief’s argument is speculative in dis-
agreeing that the newspaper is a business entity and notes the 
“plain language of the statute must first be looked at to ascertain 
whether there is a clear answer to the issue within the statute’s 
plain language.”

“Webster’s (dictionary) defines a business as a ‘commercial 
enterprise carried on for profit.’ Osage News fits this plain defi-
nition of a business, as it is an organization formed to print and 
sell newspapers, as well as sell advertising. Therefore, under the 
Act, Osage News is a ‘business entity,’” Lee argues.

Lee also told the court: “The business of the Osage News is 
information and if they do not have access to information under 
the Act then they would be at a severe competitive disadvantage 
… The Osage News is not asking for unfettered access to gov-
ernment documents or permission to travel to countries that the 
U.S. will not issue visas to, they (newspaper staff) simply ask 
for the same rights as other citizens. Under the (Chief’s) inter-
pretation of the law, the Osage News would have less access to 
information than any ordinary citizen.”

Osages honor  
historical French 
connection with 
monument 
By Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The Osage Nation and the 
people of Montauban, France, 
celebrated the dedication of a 
monument to honor the con-
nection between the two peo-
ple that goes back 185 years.

On July 24, in front of the 
Osage Tribal Museum and 
more than 40 people, Monique 
Drouilet smashed a bottle of 
champagne across the stone 
monument. The monument, 
standing about 4 foot tall, is 
adorned with a gold embossed 
plaque with an inscription ex-
plaining the relationship be-
tween the Osage and people of 
Montauban. 

“You took care of our people 
hundreds of years ago,” said 

Osage Congressman Geoffrey 
Standing Bear to the Montau-
ban delegation July 24. “I’m 
very proud to be a part of the 
people recognizing you and 
this partnership.”

Standing Bear, along with 
others, said from a very young 
age he heard stories of the 
Montauban people’s kindness 
and the relationship that ex-
isted. He remembers Osage 
elders going out of their way to 

meet with the various French 
delegations that would come 
through the Osage over the 
years.

William Least Heat-Moon, 
author of the book, “An Osage 
Journey to Europe, 1827-1830: 
Three French Accounts,” gave 
a history of the relationship to 
the crowd at the dedication. 
He said in 1826, the Osage 
and French were becoming in-
tertwined as they traded and 
intermarried in Missouri. A 
voyage to France was to take 
place in 1827 and 12 Osag-
es were invited to go. These 
12 Osages, along with three 
Americans and a French guide, 
traveled to the East Coast 
to set sail. Along the way six 
Osages turned back after one 
of their rafts overturned in 
the Neosho River. In 1827 six 

Osages set sail for France, four 
men and two women. After 
three months at sea, they ar-
rived in Le Havre, France on 
July 27, 1827.

“In France the Osages found 
themselves lionized as ‘noble 
savages.’ They went to the the-
ater, rode in a hot-air balloon, 
and even had an audience with 
the king of France,” according 
to an excerpt from Least Heat-
Moon’s book. “Many Europe-

ans ogled them as if they were 
exhibits in a freak show. As 
the entourage moved through 
Belgium, Holland, Germany, 
Switzerland, and Italy, inter-
est in the Osages declined. 
Soon they were reduced to beg-
ging in the suburbs of Paris, 

without the means to return 
home.”

It was during this time 
that one of the Osage women 
gave birth to twin girls. A Bel-
gian, according to Least Heat-
Moon, adopted one of the girls. 
The group made their way to 
southern France and ended up 
in Montauban. Starving and 
begging, they were taken in by 
Bishop Dubourg. Dubourg and 
the people of the town restored 

the Osages to health and ar-
ranged safe passage back to 
the Americas. On the journey, 
two Osage men died of small-
pox. 

Dedication for a delegation
Osage Congressman Archie 

Mason said during his travels 
to France, he has seen monu-
ments dedicated to the Osage 
people, but did not know of any 
such monument in the U.S. 

“It began with a casual con-
versation between Paul Be-
more, myself and Jean Claude 
Drouilet. We had this conver-
sation approximately a year 
and a half ago. We were guests 
in France at the time,” Mason 
said. “In casual conversation, I 
mentioned we don’t have any 
monument or recognition of 
the relationship between the 
French and Osage, on campus 
(Osage) or anywhere in the 
Osage. At the time I told him 
I would pursue this project 
when we got back to Pawhus-
ka. We worked a little here, 
worked a little bit there.”

Through that time Mason 
worked in conjunction with 
various Osages and the Osage 
Tribal Museum to get the mon-
ument built and picked a suit-
able location. 

“I had been in conversa-
tion with Jean Claude and 
they had nine people ready to 
come over here and be a part 
of the dedication,” Mason said. 
“Some of them are returnees 
who wanted to visit with old 
friends and some are here for 
the first time.” 

While visiting they attend-
ed the Cavalcade Parade in 
Pawhuska, went to a Tulsa 
Shock WNBA game, toured 
the Osage Campus and visit-
ed the Language and Cultural 
Centers and enjoyed cultural 
demonstrations. Had recep-
tions with the Third Osage 
Congress and the Second 
Osage Minerals Council, vis-
ited Woolaroc, had dinner at 
Frank and Lollas Restaurant 
in Bartlesville and ate at the 
Osage Casino-Bartlesville. 
The group spent a day for the 
dedication of the monument 

and enjoyed an afternoon of 
handgame, dice, songs, dance, 
stories and local talent at the 
Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural Center. 

They were hosted at a recep-
tion by the City of Pawhuska, 
a Sister City to Montauban. 
The group took a tour of the 
Tallgrass Prairie, visited the 
Gilcrease Museum in Tulsa, 
the University of Tulsa cam-
pus and attended an Indian 
Law School luncheon at the 
TU campus, connected with 
the Tulsa Global Alliance and 
local Tulsa French group, had 
an evening meal at the Osage 
Casino Event Center with the 
Tulsa French group.

The group also enjoyed some 
downtime of shopping in Utica 
Square in Tulsa in which after 
they attended the Tulsa Pow-
wow. They also attended the 
Kihekah Steh Powwow the 
next night and before their 
flight home they attended a 
special presentation at Eddy 
Red Eagle’s Native American 
Church in Barnsdall, Okla. 
The group arrived July 19 and 
left July 29.

The Occitan
In 1991, a group from Mon-

tauban formed an organiza-
tion and named it Oklahoma 
Occitania II (OK-OC) to honor 
the historic trip that took the 
Osage from their homeland to 
France.  Jean-Claude Drou-
lihet was the organizer and 
developer of this ongoing or-
ganization, according to a pre-
pared release. 

The delegation that visit-
ed for 10 days included Jean-
Claude Drouilet, Monique 
Drouilet, Gerard Massip (OK-
OC President), Evy Massip, 
Marie-Claude Strigler, Edgard 
Strigler, Madeleine Lieutard, 
Ginette Borrel and Roland 
Garriaues, former mayor of 
Montauban.

“In Montauban, the Osage 
are very well known,” Jean-
Claude Drouilet said at the 
July 24 dedication. Drouilet 
said that he and the OK-OC 
regularly educate the French 

Shannon Shaw Duty/Osage News

The Montauban delegation with the monument dedicated to the historical Osage and French connection July 
24 in front of the Osage Tribal Museum. From L to R: Monique Drouilet, Gerard Massip (OK-OC President), Jean-
Claude Drouilet, Edgard Strigler, Marie-Claude Strigler, Roland Garriaues, former mayor of Montauban, Ginette 
Borrel, Evy Massip and Madeleine Lieutard.

Shannon Shaw Duty/Osage News

Jean-Claude Drouilet, in a Pendleton blanket presented to him by Osage Tribal Princess Autumn Williams, takes 
in the monument July 24 at the Osage Tribal Museum. 

Monument transcription:
In November 1829, three Osages arrived in Montauban, the Occitan Region of France. 

Little Chief, Big Soldier and Hawk Woman crossed the Old Bridge, received help from Bish-
op Dubourg, and with the generosity of the people of Montauban they were able to return 
to the Osage.

In 1989, the friendship between the Occitan of Montauban and the Osage was revived. 
The cities of Montauban and Pawhuska signed a twinning agreement in 1999 so that today 
we often see Osages in Montauban and Occitans in Pawhuska.

With this monument we celebrate that people across borders, mountains and oceans can 
unite, respecting their differences in ties of sincere friendship.

Today, July 24, 2013, we hereby dedicate this monument to the many enhanced exchang-
es that encourage us to retain and maintain our distinct cultures, languages and value 
systems.

“The Earth does not belong to Man; Man belongs to the Earth” 

See MOnuMent
—Continued  on Page 9
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Osage Nation firefighters  
help in Colorado and Arizona
By Jacelle Ramon-Sauberan
Osage News

The Osage Nation Wild-
land Fire Management crew 
deployed to Colorado and Ari-
zona in June to help with two 
major fires. 

“The Eastern Oklahoma Re-
gion Office of the Bureau of In-
dian Affairs was putting a 20 
man crew together and they 
had three opens so we sent our 
three guys,” said Bobby Tall-
chief, Osage Nation Emergen-
cy Management director. 

Ross Walker (Osage), is a 
fire prevention technician, 
James Black (Cheyenne) is an 
engine boss and Kevin Walker 
(Osage), is a summer intern 
who is a junior at Oklahoma 
State University. 

The three men went to the 
Black Forest Fire in Colora-
do Springs from June 14 to  
June 18. 

On the first day, their job 
was to put out all remain-
ing hot spots, while the other 
three days were spent working 
around the homes that had 
been evacuated. 

“Our main job and goal was 
to maintain the fire line,” Ross 
Walker said. “We were secur-
ing everything and make sure 
the fires were out since people 
would be coming back to their 
homes.” 

The Black Forest Fire start-
ed on June 11, killing two peo-
ple and burning nearly 500 

homes. A total of 14,280 acres 
have been burned.

On June 19 the crew was 
reassigned to the Doce Fire in 
Prescott, Ariz. 

On their first day, they 
scouted the land and got famil-
iar with the area. 

In the following days they 
worked with several other 
Type 2 Hand Crews and Type 
1 Hotshot Crews constructing 
a chainsaw line off of a five 
to six mile dozer trail, Ross 
Walker said.  

All three men are saw qual-
ified and can be sawyers in the 
field, Tallchief said. 

“We were creating a fuel 
break just in case the fire was 
to break out of the mountains,” 
Ross Walker said. 

The ON crew worked the 
Doce Fire from June 19 to June 
24 and arrived back home on 
June 26. 

“I am really proud of these 
guys when they go out because 
they represent the tribe very 
well,” Tallchief said. “They do 
a great job and get great re-
views from crew bosses.”

The news of the 19 Prescott 
firefighters who were killed in 
the Yarnell Hill Fire on June 
30, hit home for the ON crew. 

“We worked with those 
firefighters when we were 
in Prescott,” Walker said. “I 
didn’t know them on a person-
al level but I saw their faces a 
week ago, I shook their hands, 

ate with them and slept at the 
same command post.” 

According to azfamily.com 
the Yarnell Hill Fire is the 
deadliest fire in Arizona histo-
ry and largest firefighter loss 
since September 11. 

“It makes you think about 
what you are doing and why 
you are doing it,” Ross Walk-
er said. “My thoughts and 
prayers go out to the ones that 
lost love ones.”

For Kevin Walker, he was 
surprised when he was told 
they would be deploying to 
Colorado and Arizona. 

“I was nervous on the way 
there and when I saw the fire I 
got butterflies in my stomach,” 
he said. “But once I actually 
got out there I was okay since 
James Black was my squad 
boss.” 

He admits he asked Black 
about a 100 different questions 
to make sure he was doing 
things right. But overall, this 
was an experience that he will 
never forget. 

“Every night we came in 
from the line in Colorado, 
there were people, basically a 
miniature parade, thanking 
us,” said Kevin Walker. “You 
could just tell they were really 
grateful for what were doing 
–I was glad I could be a part of 
that and be able to help them.” 

Furthermore, a couple 
young girls came up to the fire 
fighters with a big box of thank 
you cards, he said.  

Chalene Toehay/Osage News

Ross Walker gets interviewed by Fox News 23 on July 1 at the Osage Na-
tion Wildland Fire Department. Walker was scheduled to deploy for Tusc-
on, Arizona that afternoon. 

 Chalene Toehay/Osage News 

(L to R) Ross Walker, Kevin Walker, and James Black pose for the Osage 
News on July 1 at the Osage Nation Wildland Fire Department. 

The ON Wildland Fire Man-
agement received a call on 
June 30 asking if they could 
deploy any of their firefighters.  

Tallchief chose to send Ross 
Walker who deployed to Sells, 
Ariz., located on the Tohono 

O’odham Nation on July 1. He 
will be an engine boss and will 
be there for possibly 14 to 21 
days.

“It is good to know you are 
out doing something for a good 
cause,” Walker said.

Osage gaming regulator being considered for NIGC post
By Benny Polacca
Osage News

Former Osage Nation Gam-
ing Commissioner Richard 
Chissoe is being considered for 
an appointment to the Nation-
al Indian Gaming Commission, 
which provides regulatory 
oversight to gaming activities 
on Indian land. 

On July 9, Chissoe appeared 
before the Third Osage Nation 
Congress and asked for a res-
olution in support of his ap-
pointment to the NIGC during 
the sixth special session. After 
Chissoe addressed the Con-
gress regarding his resolution 
request, the Congress voted 
11-0 to approve the resolution 
(ONCR 13-15 sponsored by 
Congressional Speaker Ray-
mond Red Corn).

Chissoe (Osage) serves as 
commissioner on the Laguna 
Pueblo Gaming Control Board 
and lives in nearby Albuquer-
que, N.M. He is a University 
of New Mexico alumnus and 
is active with organizations 
including the National Tribal 
Gaming Commissioners and 
Regulators Association and 
the National Indian Gaming 
Association, according to the 
resolution.

“I am currently under con-
sideration for the position of 
chairman of the NIGC,” Chis-

soe told Congress. “My name 
has been submitted to the 
Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs, my resume has been 
solicited by the White House 
for consideration.”

Established by the Indi-
an Gaming Regulatory Act 
of 1988, The NIGC is an in-
dependent regulatory agency 
charged with providing federal 
regulatory oversight to the In-
dian gaming industry, which 
is comprised of over 200 tribes 
nationwide for economic devel-
opment, Chissoe said.

The three-person NIGC 
comprises a chairman and two 
commissioners who each serve 
a three-year term, according to 
the NIGC Web site. The U.S. 
President appoints the NIGC 
chairman and the Secretary of 

Interior appoints the remain-
ing two commissioners.

Chissoe’s prior experience in 
working with the NIGC includes 
serving two years on its Mini-
mal Internal Control Standards 
(MICS) Tribal Advisory Commit-
tee and he speaks at Continuing 
Legal Education conferences, 
the resolution states.

“Part of this (NIGC appoint-
ment) consideration includes 
the vetting process, back-
ground checks,” said Chissoe, 
“Part of that examination in-
cludes looking for feedback 
from Indian Country and I 
have received a number of 
recommendations and nomi-
nations from other tribal juris-
dictions and individuals but it 
is important to me personally 
that I receive a nomination 
from my own people – I’m ask-
ing for that today.”

If Chissoe is selected for the 
full-time NIGC position, he 
would relocate to Washing-
ton, D.C., where the NIGC is 
based. According to the NIGC 
Web page, “the Commission 
is to adhere to the principles 
of good government, includ-
ing transparency and agency 
accountability; to promote fis-
cal responsibility; to operate 
with consistency and clarity 
to ensure fairness in the ad-
ministration of IGRA; and to 
respect the capabilities and re-

sponsibilities of each sovereign 
tribal nation in order to fully 
promote tribal economic devel-
opment, self-sufficiency and 
strong tribal governments.” 

“If nominated to this posi-
tion I will continue to work 
hard to represent the best in-
terests of the Indian gaming 
industry, Indian Country as a 
whole, I will continue to work 
hard to make my Osage people 
proud,” Chissoe said.

Assistant Principal Chief 
Scott BigHorse commented on 
Chissoe’s request, noting sev-
eral tribal officials asked him 
about Chissoe while attending 
the recent National Congress 
of American Indians mid-year 
conference in Reno, Nev.

“I’ve known Mr. Chissoe for 
probably his entire life and I 
have nothing bad to say, ev-
erything is good. Some tribal 
members do know Richard 
from the gaming industry and 
he is very highly respected 
at the National Congress of 
American Indians … you have 
a lot of support at NCAI.”

Chissoe’s resolution of sup-
port passed with 11 unanimous 
votes and one absence from 
Congressman Archie Mason. 

Chissoe received another 
resolution of support from the 
Intertribal Council of Five Civ-
ilized Tribes, which met July 
11-12 in Sulphur, Okla., ac-
cording to a Chickasaw Times 
article.

It’s unknown when the ap-
pointment decision will be 
announced pending the vet-
ting process. Chissoe said the 
process could take months and 
the NIGC will likely have an 
interim commissioner until 
that time. He said there is also 
a public comment period that 
must take place and that could 
last 30-60 days.

The ON Congressional res-
olution concludes with: “The 
Osage Nation Congress hereby 
expresses its sincere support 
for the appointment of Rich-
ard Chissoe to the National 
Indian Gaming Commission, 
and further commends him for 
the great accomplishments he 
has achieved throughout his 
career in the field of gaming.”

Benny Polacca/Osage News

Richard Chissoe addresses the Third Osage Nation Congress during its July 9 special session. Chissoe, who is 
being considered for a post on the National Indian Gaming Commission, asked the Congress for a resolution of 
support for his NIGC appointment. The Congress unanimously passed the resolution of support. 

Richard Chissoe

Hominy 
native 
makes 
history
becoming 
first Osage 
priest
By Jacelle Ramon-Sauberan
Osage News

Todd Nance has always 
wanted to be a priest and 
on May 25 he made histo-
ry as becoming the first 
Osage to enter into priest-
hood. 

“I was actually sur-
prised when I heard I was 
the first Osage priest but 
I am very honored to hold 
that title,” Nance said. 

Nance grew up in Hom-
iny and attended Saint 
Joseph’s Catholic Church. 
His family was very active 
in the parish and that is 
where Nance spent a lot of 
his time. 

“I always wanted to 
be a priest since I was 
three years old,” he said. 
“I would mimic the priest 
and I use to play mass 
when I was younger.” 

His parents are Felix 
Nance (Osage) and Casey 

Todd Nance

See pRIest
—Continued  on Page 9
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about the Osage and the rela-
tionship that exists between 
them. 

“When we received your in-
vitation it was a real pleasure 
and it’s been so nice to see you 

all again,” said Gerard Mas-
sip, OK-OC president. Massip 
spoke through a translator. 

“In 25 years we’ve come 
to realize there are common 
points between the Occitan 
and the Osage … this is the 
first time, we’re sure, the Oc-
citan Cross will be here in 

America,” Massip said about 
the Occitan cross on the mon-
ument. “We hope to see you 
again in France.” 

To see photos of the mon-
ument dedication visit the 
Osage News Flickr site at 
www.flickr.com/osagenews.

MOnuMent
–from Page 7

pRIest
–from Page 8

Shannon Shaw Duty/Osage News

The monument inscription. 

Nance. His siblings are Russell 
Nance and Heather Nance. 

In high school, Nance partic-
ipated in youth groups, taught 
religious education, served on 
the youth Advisory Board for 
the Diocese of Tulsa and was a 
youth director for the Church 
of Saint Benedict. 

“I was able to bring God to 
people and people to God in 
ways they couldn’t,” he said. “It 
was through all those things I 
realized I wanted to do more 
which led me to be a priest.” 

Nance graduated from Hom-
iny High School in 2004 fol-
lowed by a year of discernment 
in Stillwater, where he helped 
in a parish while taking class-
es at Oklahoma State Univer-
sity. 

In the fall 2005, he attended 
Conception Seminary College 
in Missouri where he earned 
his bachelor’s degree in philos-
ophy and was trained in pas-
toral life. 

“I learned a variety of pas-
toral experiences working with 
the elderly and people in crisis 
situations as well as other sit-
uations,” he said. “I also did 
youth camps and learned how 
to work with kids.”

Conception Seminary Col-
lege is one of the largest 40 
Roman Catholic college sem-
inaries in the nation and is 
one of only 15 with a complete 
four-year academic curricu-
lum, according to www.concep-
tion.edu. 

In fall 2009, Nance attended 
Saint Meinrad Seminary and 
School of Theology in Indiana 
and in April 2012 he was or-
dained as a deacon. 

On May 11 he graduated 
from Saint Meinrad with his 
master’s degree in divinity. 

“What kept me motivated 
during these last eight years 
was a strong desire to be a 
priest and a strong calling from 
God that this is what I am sup-
posed to be doing,” Nance said.

“I have never felt that study-
ing and becoming a priest is 
something that I should not 
do.”

On May 25, Nance was or-
dained as a priest of the Dio-
cese of Tulsa at Holy Family 
Cathedral. That evening he 
gave his first mass at Saint 
Bernard of Clairvaux Parish. 

Father Chris Daigle of Im-
maculate Conception Catholic 
Church in Pawhuska, vested 
Nance and gave him his chal-
ice. The chalice is over 100 
years old and was made in  
Belgium. 

“I gave him my chalice be-
cause 35 years ago my pastor 
gave me that chalice and I 
want to see Todd enjoy it,” Dai-
gle said. 

Daigle, a mentor and friend 
of Nance, first met in 2009. 

Nance had a summer intern-
ship with Daigle and helped 
around Immaculate Concep-
tion Catholic Church. He per-
formed Holy Communions, 
visited elders, did yard work, 
helped in the kitchen for the 
free meal program and was ac-
tive in mass. 

“We’d also eat together, 
pray together and he’s shared 
a lot of hopes and dreams with 
me,” Daigle said. “As well as 
concerns, or he would call me 
during the school year.”

Daigle is thankful for the re-
lationship he has with Nance 
and is glad everyone from the 
parish has been there to help 
him. 

“He grew a lot from being a 
school-educated person to tak-
ing what he learned and put-
ting it into perspective,” Daigle 
said. “I am very proud of him 
and it has been a delight.” 

On May 26, Nance per-
formed mass at Immaculate 
Conception Catholic Church 
as well as at St. Mary Parish 
in Barnsdall. 

There were even a few peo-
ple who “Lulu’d” during mass, 
Daigle said. 

After mass, Osage Nation 
Assistant Principal Chief Scott 
BigHorse and his brother Van 
Bighorse honored Nance. They 
sang him two prayer songs and 
presented him with a purple 
Pendleton blanket. 

“While we have our tradi-
tional religious and ceremo-
nial leaders, it’s going to be 
new for people to see there is 
now an Osage religious leader 
in the Catholic church,” said 
Kristen Pratt, a long-time 
friend of Nance. “I know Todd 
will serve as a great role model 
to any young Osage who shows 
interest in his role in the Cath-
olic Church.”

Pratt (Osage) and Nance 
have known each other since 
they were about 7 years old 
and she couldn’t be happier or 
more proud of him. 

“In the last few years he 
interned at Immaculate Con-
ception with Father Daigle for 
Christmas and the New Year, 
I get such a joy seeing him give 
his Homily and as I sat there 
listening, my mind always 
wonders back to when we were 
children and seeing now the 
people we have become today, 
20 years later,” Pratt said.  

So far, Nance is enjoying his 
new life as a priest and looks 
forward to spending many 
years at Saint Mary Catholic 
Church in Tulsa. 

“I put forth the effort and 
energy into doing this,” he 
said. “It is a beautiful thing 
and every bit as good as I hope 
it would be and more.” 

Courtesy Photo/Carla Powell 

Todd Nance

Osage Tribal Princess headed 
to 82nd American Indian Expo
By Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Osage Tribal Princess 
Autumn Williams will be 
headed to the 82nd Annual 
American Indian Exposi-
tion Aug. 22-24 at the Cad-
do County Fairgrounds in 
Anadarko, Okla.

Williams will represent 
the more than 16,000 Osage 
tribal members at the event. 
She will participate in nu-
merous events and get to 
meet other tribal princesses 
from across Oklahoma.

To be an Osage Tribal 
Princess one has to garner 
enough votes at the annual 
Osage Tribal Princess So-
rority Honor Dance held in 
May, which Williams did, 
edging out her competitor, 
Alaina Maker. 

She was crowned by her 
older sister, Dora Williams, 
the outgoing Osage Tribal 
Princess who served from 
2011-2013. After Autumn’s 
win was announced Osages 
took to Facebook to congrat-
ulate her. Williams thanked 
her friends and family for 
voting for her. 

“The eldest sister getting 
to pass the crown to her 
younger sister. Dora Jo did 
an exceptional job as Osage 
Princess, and her sister, Au-
tumn G, is going to do the 
exact same thing, but in her 
own way!” said one Face-
book post.

Another Facebook post 
said, “How fortunate we 
are to have, back-to-back, 
two beautiful sisters from 
very strong, very tradition-
al, Osage families; to be our 
young delegates, represent-
ing our Osage people, in 
such a positive manner!”

Williams said it was 
having pride in her tribe 
that convinced her to run, 
which included campaign-
ing on Facebook, visiting 
with Osage families, calling 
Osages for their support and 
making a touching speech at 
the OTPS dance.

“I ran because I wanted to 
show Native American teens 
and children with diabetes 
that ‘the sky is the limit.’ To 
never give up on anything 
they wish to accomplish. To 
also get my name out there 
and maybe run for bigger ti-
tles in the future,” Williams 
said. “I think it’s awesome to 
be an ambassador because 
I get to proudly represent 

our tribe across the United 
States.”

Williams is looking forward 
to the American Indian Expo-
sition after hearing about her 
older sister’s experiences. 

Beyond the “Indian Fair,” 
which is what the Expo-
sition is commonly called, 
Williams has aspirations 
of spreading her message 
across Indian Country.

“My goals are to travel 
to many different powwows 
and states to represent the 
tribe, and make motivation-
al speeches to younger Na-
tive Americans. Also talk to 
many elders,” she said.

Autumn Griffin Williams 
is the 17-year-old daugh-
ter of Marjorie and John 
Jr. Williams of Pawhuska. 
Her maternal grandparents 
are Otto and the late San-
dra (Murphy) Hamilton, of 
Pawhuska. Her paternal 
grandparents are Frances 
(West) and John Williams, 
of Grayhorse, Okla. Her 
maternal great-grandpar-
ents were the late Berbon 
and Gertrude Murphy and 
the late Otto and Josephine 
(Pryor) Hamilton. Her pa-
ternal great-grandparents 
were the late Howard and 
Juanita (Ware) West and 
the late Mary (Webster) 
and Lester Williams.  

Autumn will be a senior 

this fall at Pawhuska High 
School. She is member of 
the Immaculate Conception 
Church of Pawhuska, and 
PHS Native American Stu-
dent Association (NASA). In 
her spare time Autumn enjoys 
talking to friends, beading, 
cooking and attending hand-
games, powwows and dances.

Events at the American In-
dian Exposition will include:

• World Champion Fancy 
Dance Competition

• Daily parade at 10 a.m. 
in downtown Anadarko

• Nightly dance  
competitions, all ages

• Tranditional Handgame  
Tournament

• Art & Crafts Vendors

• Food Vendors

• Indian Frybread 
Competition

• Biker Poker Run

• Beautiful Indian 
Baby Pageant

• Archery Competition

• Nightly tribal dance 
exhibitions

• Tipi/Arbor/Camp 
competition

For more information con-
tact Yonie Terry, AIE Board 
Secretary at (580) 483-5095.

Chalene Toehay/Osage News

2013-2014 Osage Tribal Princess Autumn Williams. 



10 August 2013 Osage News • osagenews.org

In-Lon-Schka
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More photos on Pages 2, 19
and throughout this issue

Benny Polacca/Osage News

Pawhuska District Head Committeeman Herman “Mogri” Lookout (standing far right) gives prayer for the June 29 committee dinner held in Wakon Iron Hall.

Jacelle Ramon-Sauberan/Osage News

Osage cousins from the Pawhuska District.

Chalene Toehay/Osage News

Intricate beadwork is displayed on a man’s vest at the 2013 Pawhuska In-Lon-Schka 
dances.
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Photo By: Dawn Haney/Osage Nation Communications Dept.
Osage Nation Principal Chief John D. Red Eagle, center, with 36 of the 80 members of the first class, who are training in preparation for the Enbridge Pipeline project set to begin in 
Osage County on Aug. 7.  Left of Chief is Pipeline Consultant Rod Hartness.  To Chief’s right are: Osage Nation HR Executive Director Delary Walters, Former Osage Congressman 
Eddy Red Eagle, Jr., Osage Nation Education Director Ida Doyle and Tri County Technology Welding Instructor Scott Sutherland.

Osage Principal Chief John D. Red Eagle’s Pipeline Consultant, Rod Hartness, 
spearheaded training efforts and union participation to prepare workers for the 
Enbridge Pipeline project set to begin in Osage County on Aug. 7. 

Hartness, a third-generation pipeliner, was able to bring together all four 
unions for the first time to collaborate on the landmark project to prepare Osage 
members, Native Americans and others to work on the 150 miles of pipe, which 
will cross the Osage reservation.

“I want to see Chief Red Eagle’s goal of bringing jobs to the Osage people be 
achieved. The pipeline is coming through with or without us. If we can put some 
people to work – let’s do it,” Hartness said.

On the project an estimated 200 workers, making $21 or more per hour, are 
expected to generate $200,000.00 in payroll per week to Osage families alone, 
Chief Red Eagle explained.

“Each worker has a family, so you’re affecting 900 people or more,” Hartness 
said.

“From the minute they get on the bus, they’re on the payroll,” said Osage Na-
tion Human Resources Director Delary Walters.

The classes currently underway at the Pawhuska Business Development Cen-
ter are: laborers, operating engineers, teamsters and welders helpers. Addition-
ally, some Osage students are at welder helper school in Tulsa with training 
provided by the 798 Union.

Instructors from all over the U.S. have come to provide the training at their 
own expense, Hartness said. “They’re giving us their time,” he added.

Several private companies have contributed to the training. According to 
Hartness, Thompson Brothers provided grinders, Enbridge donated the pipe to 
for the class to build the sample-pipeline, Wyatt Construction donated skids, 

Osage County Commissioner Bob Jackson donated a truck to be used in the 
classes to teach load securement. 

Tri-County Tech instructor Scott Sutherland said, “We have not really had 
people tell us ‘no.’”

A second group of 50 students has orientation at the Wah Zha Zhi Cultural 
Center in Pawhuska, and a third class is planned, Hartness said. 

“When we had the orientation, we gave students a history of all of the pipe-
lines and the history of all of the Chiefs,” Hartness said. “This is the only Chief 
who has done a joint venture like this to be able to put Osages to work – not only 
a pipeline coming through Osage County but built by Osages. I’ve been in the 
pipeline business for 35 years, and I’ve never seen anything like this come across 
Osage County.”

Wah Zha Zhi Cultural Center Director Vann Bighorse shared Osage history 
with the students during orientation. As someone who had wanted to work in the 
oil business but was not ever given the chance, Bighorse spoke of the magnitude 
of this effort. “It’s a big opportunity. People don’t even realize how big,” he said.

HR Director Delary Walters recounted how four participants in the program 
had been to four states trying to get work on the pipeline. “They’re Seminole and 
we’ve put them into our program. That’s another precedent. We’ve been reaching 
out to other tribes,” Walters said.

Another aspect of this project is the opportunity to become a union member. 
“The 798 Union has been closed but they’ve opened up membership for Chief’s 
students,” Hartness said.

 “Once Enbridge sees how well we all worked together, it will open up more 
opportunities for other pipeline jobs,” Hartness said.

“It’s amazing. We’re making history and changing lives,” Walters said.

p A I d  A d v E R t I s E M E N t

Benny Polacca/Osage News

Above: Twins Antwine and William Hamilton walk with their family to the Pawhus-
ka arbor during the June 27 In-Lon-Schka. That day, both boys were roached.

Benny Polacca/Osage News

Right: Grant West gets help from his mother Robin, a Pawhuska District cook, for 
the first afternoon dance of Pawhuska In-Lon-Schka on June 27. 
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HealtH Update

Smoking cessation, a life saver!
By Ronald Shaw, M.D.
Osage News 

Smoking commercial to-
bacco (non- traditional use) 
is associated with the loss of 
10 years of life for those who 
continue smoking after age 40. 
Quitting smoking can reclaim 
90 percent of those lost years 
provided one stops before age 
40. Quitting later in life still 
affords benefits but the years 
of life reclaimed are less.

Tobacco related deaths num-
ber in excess of 400,000 a year 
in the United States and the 
claims of adverse health risks 
(and improvement in those 
risks with cessation) are sub-
stantiated by many scientific 
studies and are irrefutable. 
The cost of cigarettes may be 
as high as $300 per month. 
Secondhand smoke poses a 
health risk to people living /
riding with the smoker and 
the odor of cigarettes is quite 
strong on the smoker’s person. 
The Osage Nation campus has 
in effect a policy of no smoking 
within 100 feet. Part of this 
restriction is to minimize the 
public visibility of smoking 
from children and visitors to 
the Osage Nation properties 
and offices.

Data from Oklahoma indi-
cates that 70 percent of Indian 
people have smoked compared 
to 50 percent of white people. 
Twenty-five percent of Indians 
smoke every day compared 
to 19 percent of whites. Most 

smokers had their first ciga-
rette as an adolescent.

Cigarette smoking for daily 
smokers is related to nicotine 
dependence. Nicotine is an al-
kaloid drug delivered from the 
blood vessels in the lung to the 
brain within seconds of start-
ing a cigarette. The effects 
of nicotine include short and 
long-term changes in the me-
so-limbic system in the brain 
also termed the, “reward cen-
ter,” the site of action of other 
addictive drugs including alco-
hol and opiates. After sufficient 
exposure, stopping nicotine 
will produce withdrawal symp-
toms including irritability, 
headache and restlessness. 
These symptoms are self lim-
ited and not health threaten-
ing but are uncomfortable for 
many, causing many of the at-
tempts at quitting smoking to 
end unsuccessfully.

Over the last 15 years med-
icine has developed a hand-
ful of options for those who 
have a desire to quit in order 

to improve their chances for 
successful smoking cessation. 
These options are likely to dou-
ble your chances at achieving a 
successful quit attempt over a 
typical “white knuckled- cold 
turkey attempt.”

These options include smok-
ing cessation counseling/class-
es of which the Osage Nation 
Communities of Excellence 
program has available at no 
cost to patients. Chantix is an 
effective drug that has been 
the most successful medication 
to date for achieving smoking 
cessation. Indeed, side effects 
such as depression may occur 
including suicidal ideation 
but this is more common in 
patients who have a history 
of these problems and the ma-
jority of patients have little or 
no side effects. I have some 
patients who tell me they are 
afraid of this drug but yet con-
tinue to smoke which threat-
ens to take 10 years off their 
life.

Buproprion (Wellbutrin ) is 
a medication that assists with 
nicotine craving and also of-
fers an anti-depressant effect 
for those with major depres-
sion. It also blunts the weight 
gain seen with many people 
who successfully quit smoking. 
This drug combined with nic-
otine replacement is an effec-
tive combination.

Nicotine replacement (patch 
and gum or inhaler) alone 
is effective with best results 
achieved with a combination of 

Dr. Ronald Shaw, M.D.

patch and gum used together. 
If vivid dreams or nightmares 
occur, remove the patch at 
bedtime.

Finally, there has been a lot 
of interest in “vaping” as a le-
gitimate method for smoking 
cessation. These e-cigarettes 
are known to have extremely 
variable amounts of nicotine 
delivery and have not been 
tested or approved by the FDA. 
Nicotine replacement prod-
ucts (patch, gum and inhaler) 
have predictable and reliable 
amounts of nicotine delivery. 
There is no good evidence that 
supports the effectiveness of 
the nicotine vapor devices in 
long term smoking cessation 
and most of their current use 
is fueled by anecdotal testimo-
nials from those who have had 
success in the short term. In 
essence, a vapor device allows 
the smoker to exchange one 
form of nicotine delivery with 
another. Most of the patients 
I have seen have no quit date 
set or planned and many are 
smoking and vaping. I believe 
that if a smoker would decide 
to rely on a vaping device as 
part of a smoking cessation 
method, a quit date should be 
set within 30-45 days. The goal 
should be nicotine cessation as 
well as smoking cessation. It 
is my opinion that as long as 
one continues to use vaping as 
an alternative nicotine deliv-
ery method, the risk of return 
to cigarette smoking is high. 
The final assessment as to the 

success of a smoking cessation 
intervention (regardless of 
method) is best tabulated at six 
and 12 months after undertak-
ing such attempt with the end 
point being success at smoking 
and nicotine cessation.

Your healthcare provider 
can assist you with deciding 
which medication is best for 
you and for general informa-
tion regarding smoking cessa-
tion. Contact the Osage Nation 
Communities of Excellence 
program at (918) 287-5267 for 
additional information. Alter-
natively, the state sponsored 
1-800-QUITNOW contact 
number is able to provide tele-
phone counseling and nicotine 
replacement products (gum, 
patch).

In closing, Quit cigarettes 
(and nicotone) and live a lon-
ger and healthier life!!

–––––––––
About the author: Dr. Ron-

ald Shaw is a regular columnist 
for the Osage News and writes 
on health topics to include can-
cer screening, seasonal medical 
maladies, vaccinations and diabe-
tes.  He is Osage/Creek from the 
Grayhorse District and grandson 
of the late John Shaw of Burbank. 
He graduated from the University 
of Washington School of Medicine 
and is board certified in Internal 
Medicine and Addiction Medicine. 
He is the former chairman of the 
Osage Nation Health Authority 
Board and currently serves as the 
medical director for the Citizen 
Potawatomi Nation Health Ser-
vices in Shawnee.

Osage News 
wins 12 NAJA 
media awards
Osage News

TEMPE, Ariz. – The Osage 
News staff won a total of 12 
Native American Journalists 
Association Media awards 
in this year’s national con-
test recognizing outstanding 
achievements in covering Indi-
an Country.

The News swept two cate-
gories winning first through 
third places for Best Feature 
Photo and Best News Story for 
monthly/bi-monthly newspa-
pers in its respective division 
size. This is the fifth year the 
newspaper has participated in 
the annual contest hosted by 
Norman, Okla.-based NAJA.

The newspaper’s 2013 
award wins include:

In the Best News Story 
category, Editor Shannon 
Shaw-Duty won first place for 
her story “Nation paying for 
more than just tribal officials 
on business trips” reporting 
on non-government officials 
traveling to the 2011 National 
Congress of American Indians 
conference at the Nation’s ex-
pense. Senior Reporter Benny 
Polacca won second place for 
his story “William Kemble re-
signs as treasurer of the Osage 
Nation” and Polacca also 
won third place for writing 
“Pawhuska Village Five-Man 
Board chairman resigns amid 
audit findings.”

In the Best Feature Photo 
category, former News report-

er Jacelle Ramon-Sauberan 
won first place for a photo she 
took of Osage In-lon-Schka 
town crier Caesar Williams 
during the 2012 dances. Po-
lacca won second place for a 
straight dancer photo also 
shot during the 2012 In-Lon-

Schka. Editorial Assistant/
Photographer Chalene Toehay 
won third place for a “Cultur-
al walk” photo she took during 
the annual fall event hosted by 
the ON Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural 
Center.

Toehay also won third place 
in the Best Sports Photo cat-
egory for a photo she took 
during the 2011 Woodland 
Class A State Championship 
game.

Former News reporter Sun-
nie Clahchischiligi won first 
place in the Best Sports Sto-
ry category for her story on 
two Osage sisters playing for 
the 2013 Lacrosse World Cup 
championship.

In the Best Feature Story 
category, Clachischiligi won 
first place for writing “Osage 
artist gives elixir of youth to 
U.S. Veterans” featuring C.R. 
Redcorn who draws sketches 
of military veterans for free. 
Ramon-Sauberan won second 
place in this category for her 
story “Osage transgender run-
ning for Osage Congress shares 
her story” featuring Jozi Tall 
Chief, who ran for the Third 
ON Congress in the 2012 elec-
tion.

Shaw-Duty won first place 
for Best News Photo for a pho-
to shot of the former Grayhorse 
Village dance arbor before it 

was razed to make way for the 
new arbor. Shaw-Duty also 
won first in the Best Column 
category.

The News staff received 
their awards during the 2013 
NAJA event co-hosted by Na-
tive Public Media and referred 
to as the 2013 National Na-
tive Media Conference. The 
conference was held July 18-
21 in Tempe, Ariz. The Osage 
News staff and Editorial Board 
members are NAJA members.

Osage News editor elected 
to NAJA board of directors

In other NAJA-related 
news, Shaw-Duty is one of five 
Native journalists elected to 
the NAJA board of directors 
during this year’s conference 
to a three-year term. This will 
be Shaw-Duty’s first term ever 
as a NAJA board member. 

According to a NAJA news 
release, the board members 
elected will serve more than 
330 NAJA member journalists 
across the United States and 
Canada. The board will contin-
ue to execute NAJA’s strategic 
two-year plan, which includes 
expanding member benefits.

Photo courtesy of Lu King

Current and former Osage News staff pose for a photo during the National Native Media conference banquet 
held July 20 in Tempe, Ariz. That night the Osage News won a total of 12 Native American Journalists Associa-
tion Media awards. Standing (l to r) are: former reporter Sunnie Clahchischiligi, Senior Reporter Benny Polacca, 
Editorial assistant/photographer Chalene Toehay and former reporter Jacelle Ramon-Sauberan. 

Courtesy Photo/Becca Landsberry

Former NAJA President Rhonda LeValdo and Osage News Editor Shannon Shaw Duty with Shaw Duty’s awards. 
Shaw Duty was elected to the NAJA board at the conference to serve a three-year term. 
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Osage CUltUre

A Beautiful
Language

Charles Red Corn

Charles Red Corn
Osage News

As a child I remember 
there were many older 
Osages speaking the lan-
guage and I remember at 
tribal gatherings there 
were older Osage Men who 
spoke our language with 
that beautiful classical ca-
dence.  

Those older men would 
stand and face the People. 
They would explain their 
point of view in Osage 
words. They were wrapped 
in a blanket, or sometimes 
they were without a blan-
ket. Sometimes their talks 
were brief and there were 
times when they took a 
while to make their point. It 
did not matter if they stood 
or were seated, they did it 
with dignity.

People and events that 
Osage families and villag-
es remember over the cen-
turies are the things that 
make up our Tribal Memo-
ry. A few centuries ago our 
People used Memory Sticks 
as a means of keeping a 
record of events. Memory 
Sticks were an accurate 
way of keeping track of his-
toric events as well as tribal 
organization. 

At the end of his oratory, 
when the Elder Osage had 
fully explained his thoughts 
he would repeat what he 
had said by using the En-
glish language, delivering 
again the same thoughts 
and words. The Old Men 
were as logical in English 
as they were when speaking 
Osage.  

I am certain that one of 
the most treasured memo-
ries that we as Osages have 
is the memory of watching 
and listening to those older 
Men and Women speaking 
our language.  Listening 
to that fascinating cadence 
of the Osage language is 
something I have not heard 
anywhere but among Osag-
es.

It is true that the num-
ber of Osage speakers has 
dwindled during recent 
years, but that is changing. 
We are fortunate there are 
still speakers of Osage who 
know and use that special 
cadence that I have always 
found fascinating. We must 
commend those who are 
teaching and those young 
ones and adults who are 
learning.

Outstanding among those 
is Mongrain Lookout who  
has led the effort to pre-
serve the Osage Language 
for several years.

I have always thought 
that the natural cadence of 
those Older people brought 
a deeper meaning to their 

words. I remember there 
was always a positive feel-
ing among the listeners 
that those who were speak-
ing were truthful Elders. 

There is always logic in 
the words of a beautiful 
language. That is a truth. 
In the Osage language that 
logic is tied to a way of life 
our people lived.  It was a 
way of life based on the sea-
sons and nature, the Sun 
and the Moon. It was the 
same logic that guided the 
People to create a complex 
Clan System and keep it or-
ganized. 

It was there in the pre-
dawn stillness that they 
sang prayer chants to Wah-
Kon-Tah. Prayer chants 
that greeted the new day.   

I believe that by express-
ing their gratitude to Wah-
Kon-Tah was a beautiful 
way to begin each day. 

Those early morning 
prayers were not only an 
expression of gratitude, 
those Prayers were also re-
quests. Each was a request 
for Wah-Kon-Tah to grant 
assistance in finding a way 
for the People to make it 
through another beautiful 
and complex day that Wah-
Zha-Zhi had been granted.  

There is life all around 
us that show the Prayers of 
our ancestors are answered, 
whether expressing grati-
tude or making a request 
for help from Wah-Kon-
Tah, those Prayer Chants, 
the prayers of our ancestors 
have been answered. 

The language that 
brought the Osage Tribe 
through the centuries and 
into the world of today has 
served Osage People well.  

–––––––––
About the author: 

Charles H. Red Corn, Osage, 
is the author of “A Pipe for 
February” and various other 
published works. Red Corn re-
ceived his B.A. in Psychology 
and his Masters of Education 
Administration from Penn 
State. He is a veteran of the 
U.S. Army and resides with his 
wife Jeri in Norman, Okla. He 
is the new Osage News culture 
columnist.
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Osage designer displays creations to tribal members
Osage News

Wendy Ponca stirred emo-
tions and creativity with her 
clothing collection at the Osage 
Tribal Museum, June 26.

More than 30 Osage trib-
al members and members of 
the public came to see Ponca’s 
collection, titled, “Wedding 
Clothes of the Earth and Sky 
People.” Her collection is her 
artistic interpretation of the 
Osage clan system and cre-
ation story.

The exhibit will be displayed 
throughout the month of Au-
gust.

Ponca is a fiber artist and 
traditional clothing designer 
with a collection of Osage fes-
tive wear designed to enhance 
anyone’s wardrobe, according 

to a prepared release. The 
clothing designs are Ponca’s 
interpretation of the type of 
clothing worn by Osage people 
during the pre-European con-
tact period as well as clothing 
worn by people who “floated 
down from the stars” to inter-
marry with the Earth people. 
Her work communicates her 
emotion and meaning behind 
Osage designs, according to 
the release.

Ponca also designed the 
costumes for the ballet, 
Wahzhazhe: An Osage Ballet.

The fashion show consisted 
of three Osage couples, five 
from the Grayhorse District 
and one from the Pawhuska 
District. Modeling the clothes 
were Madeline Pennington, Al-
exandra Stock, Ashley Webb, 
Tom Ashmore, Zackary John-
son, and Christopher Cote. 
Along with Ponca’s clothing, 
silver jewelry made by Terry 
Wann, Osage artist, adorned 
the models, according to the 
release.

The clothing and jewelry are 
still for sale at the tribal mu-
seum, as well as prints from a 

Chalene Toehay/Osage News

Models show Wendy Ponca’s creations in honor of the Osage creation story, “Wedding Clothes of the Earth and Sky People.”

Chalene Toehay/Osage News 

An artistic interpretation of ancient Osage petroglyphs are painted onto a buffalo skin. 

Chalene Toehay/Osage News 

Osage artist and designer, Wendy 
Ponca.

photography exhibit by Pon-
ca’s daughter, Sarah Elsberry. 

Ponca is a graduate of the 
Institute of American Indian 
Arts in Santa Fe, N.M., the 
Kansas City Art Institute, 
Kansas City, Mo., and South-
western College, Santa Fe, 
N.M. Her art career has in-

cluded being the director of 
development at the National 
Indian Monument & Institute 
in Jenks, Okla., an art instruc-
tor at University of Las Vegas, 
Nevada, and a professor of Fi-
ber Arts and Design at IAIA. 
In 1995 Ponca was one of the 
four American Indian artists 

asked by Pendleton Woolen 
Mills to create a special blan-
ket design to launch its “Hope 
Series.”  Profits from those 
four limited edition blankets 
were contributed to the Amer-
ican Indian Scholarship Fund 
to aid the 29 American Indian 
colleges. 

The fashion show was been 

partially funded by the Osage 

Nation Foundation, according 

to the release. 

For more information about 

events at the Osage Tribal Mu-

seum, call (918) 287-5441.

The best source for Osage news now! 
www.osagenews.org

Letters to the Editor 
If you would like to submit a letter to the editor, 
please mail it to the Osage News, Attn.: Shan-
non Shaw, 619 Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056 
or send email to sshaw@osagetribe.org. Letters 
must be respectful and informative to the read-
er, and may be edited for grammar, clarity and 
space.
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More photos throughout this issue
Chalene Toehay/Osage News

Clockwise from top left: Megan and Joyce Oberly ready for the dance June 27 at Pawhus-
ka In-Lon-Schka. 

Chalene Toehay/Osage News

Pawhuska district dancers make their way to the dance grounds June 27 at Pawhuska 
In-Lon-Schka.

Chalene Toehay/Osage News

Tanaka Supernaw smiles for the camera at the 2013 Pawhuska In-Lon-Schka dances.

Jacelle Ramon-Sauberan/Osage News 

Town Crier. Caesar Williams. 
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In-Lon-Schka

2013
ab

More photos throughout this issue

Jacelle Ramon-Sauberan/Osage News 

Left: Father and son. Anthony and Dominic Shackelford. 

Jacelle Ramon-Sauberan/Osage News 

Below: Osage cousins from the Hominy District.  
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Congratulations!
Garrett Young graduated 

from Shawnee Mission North 

Garrett Young Michelle Revelette Moy

JULY
July 4

Observed Holiday
Save the Date

AUGUST
August 2-4 

First Nations  
Competitive Games 
Firelake Golf Course
Shawnee, Oklahoma 
Contact Allana Gay at 
(405) 275-3121 ext. 1454

August 9-11 
Wahzhazhe An 
Osage Ballet
Bartlesville  
Community Center
Bartlesville, Oklahoma 
For more information 
call (918) 704-4668 or 
www.osageballet.com 

August 9-11 
36th Annual IICOT 
Powwow of Champions
ORU Mabee Center
Tulsa, Oklahoma 
www.iicot.org 

August 16-18 
Wahzhazhe An 
Osage Ballet
Tulsa PAC  
Williams Theater
Tulsa, OK
For more information 
call (918) 704-4668 or 
www.osageballet.com

August 17
John T. Moncravie 
Jr. Celebration 
Wah-Zha-Zhi  
Cultural Center
Pawhuska, Oklahoma 
For more information  
contact kathyh@air-
waysfreight.com

August 19
Osage News  
deadline for September  
issue submissions
Mark your calendars!

August 22-24 
82nd Annual American 
Indian Exposition 
Caddo County  
Fairgrounds 
Anadarko, Oklahoma 
For more information 
call (580) 483-5095

August 24
Osage Language  
Recruitment and  
Welcome Back Luncheon
Wah-Zha-Zhe  
Cultural Center
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Pawhuska, Oklahoma 
For more information 
call (918) 287-5547

SEPTEMBER
september 2

Observed Day
Labor Day

september 13-14
Oklahoma  
Indian Summer
Bartlesville  
Community Center 
Bartlesville, Oklahoma 
For more information 
call (918) 331-0934

september 16
Osage News deadline for 
October issue submissions
Mark your calendars!

OCTOBER
October 13-18

National Congress of 
American Indians 70th  
Annual Convention 
and Marketplace
Tulsa Convention Center
www.ncai.org

October 14
Osage News deadline  
for November  
issue submissions
Mark your calendars!

October 14
Observed Holiday

Osage Day 

NOVEMBER

November 11
Observed Holiday
Veterans Day

November 18
Osage News deadline  
for December issue  
submissions
Mark your calendars!

November 28
Observed Holiday
Thanksgiving Day

November 29
Observed Holiday
Osage Heritage Day

DECEMBER 

december 24-25
Observed Holiday
Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day

Have an event? Send 
event information to the 
Osage News, Attn.: Shan-
non Shaw, 619 Kihekah, 
Pawhuska, OK 74056; 
email sshaw@osagenews.
org, or fax to (918) 287-
5563. Make sure to in-
clude event date, location, 
email and Web address (if 
applicable) and a phone 
number where some-
one can be contacted for 
validation if necessary. 
Deadline for the Septem-
ber 2013 issue is August 
19th, 2013.

Save the Date!
–Local Events Calendar

High School in May. He will 
attend Kansas Wesleyan Uni-
versity in Salina, Kan., in the 
fall. The University awarded 

him the Pioneer Scholarship 
and KWU Award. He also 
signed a letter of intent to run 
Cross Country and Track at 

Courtesy Photo

Congratulations to Clay Casillas, T.W. Davis and Michael Hight of the Skiatook Bulldogs, 12-and-under boys 
baseball team. These young men finished first place in the Skiatook League Post-Season Tournament. It was a 
great honor to be the head coach of such a great group of kids. I would like to thank the assistant coaches for 
all their help and for volunteering their time to help coach these boys. Great job boys, I am so very proud of 
you.  –Coach Rick Casillas

Kathryn Toombs Jessica Rosemary (Moore) HarjoErica Pretty Eagle Moore

KWU as well. He is the son of 
Randy and Kim Young, Merri-
am, Kans., and the grandson 
of John and Dixie Hutchison, 
Overland Park, Kans., and 
Randall and Gwen Young, 
Mexico, Mo. 

Congratulations!
Michelle Revelette Moy 

graduated May 26 from Cali-
fornia State University, Chico. 
She received two Bachelor of 
Arts degrees in Child Devel-
opment and Liberal Studies. 
Great-granddaughter of the 
late original allotte Joe Rev-
elette of Pawhuska who was a 
member of the Osage Council 
and was responsible for the 
council establishing a $1 mil-
lion scholarship fund for Osage 
students. He was also the first 
Osage to receive his Masters of 
Business Administration from 
Harvard University.

Michelle would like to thank 
the Osage Nation, the Osage 
Tribal Committee and the 
Osage Nation Education De-
partment for all their support 
during her college career.

 

Congratulations!
Erica Pretty Eagle Moore 

graduated on April 27 from 
Northern Oklahoma College 
with an Associate in Applied 
Science in Digital Media An-
imation and Design. She 
received an award as Out-
standing DMAD Student, 
Who’s Who Among American 
College Students, and Dean’s 
Honor Roll.  Erica will attend 
the University of Central 
Oklahoma in the fall for her 
BFA in Graphic Design.  Erica 
served as Osage tribal princess 
along with her twin Elizabeth 
in 2009. She is the daughter of 
Ted and Terry Mason Moore of 
Fairfax. 

Congratulations!
Kathryn Toombs, 

great -great -granddaugh-

ter of Molly (Cherokee) and 
Alex Pappin (Osage allot-
tee), great-granddaughter of 
Mildred Geil (Osage), grand-
daughter of Joy Honeywell 
(Osage), and daughter of Lori 
Toombs (Osage), graduated 
from Cascade Christian High 
School, in Medford, Ore., with 
Valedictorian Honors. Main-
taining a 4.0 GPA, Kathryn re-
ceived: 19 Academic Awards, 
Character Award for Wisdom, 
History Department Award, 
Scholars Diploma, varsity 
tennis, and member of NW 
regional championship choir. 
Kathryn will attend Biola Uni-
versity’s Torrey Honors Insti-
tute, receiving the President’s 
Scholarship, majoring in jour-
nalism, minoring in writing/
publishing/Biblical studies. 
Her family is proud of her ef-
forts representing her faith, 
family, and community. 

Congratulations!
Jessica Rosemary (Moore) 

Harjo graduated on May 18 
from the University of Minne-
sota, College of Design, with 
her Masters of Design (Graph-
ic Design Track, Interactive 
Design Focus).  Her thesis 
was over Native American 
Languages and Typographic 
Design, specifically over the 
Osage orthography and devel-
oping Unicode for use of new 
fonts. She received a Bachelor 
degree in Landscape Archi-
tecture and a Certificate in 
Environmental Studies from 
Oklahoma State University 
2010.  Jessica served as Osage 
tribal princess in 1998 and 
was Miss Indian Oklahoma 
2007-08. She is the daughter 
of Ted and Terry Mason Moore 
of Fairfax.

Memorial Service
Please join the family of 

Courtesy Photo

Osage wins junior 
national Rodeo title
Osage News

After a week of competition that featured more than 940 con-
testants from all across the United States, Canada and Aus-
tralia, the 2013 National Junior High Finals Rodeo National 
Champions were crowned June 29 at Red Rock Park in Gallup, 
N.M.

Kathryn Todd, a 13-year-old Osage from Tuttle, Okla., came 
out as the National All-Around Champion Cowgirl after winning 
the Champion Pole Bender, the top ten in Barrels, top twenty in 
the ribbon roping and the breakaway roping.

She won two trophy saddles, six buckles, over $1,000 in prize 
money and $3,000 in scholarships. She will appear on RFD-TV’s 
airing of the NJHSRA.

Kathryn will be an 8th grader at Tuttle Middle School. She 
is the daughter of Jeff and Nancy Todd of Tuttle and the grand-
daughter of Henry and Ora Lee Hainzinger of Ponca City.

See RespOnse
—Continued  on Page 18



Fred Eugene Dilbeck
Fred Eugene Dilbeck, 74, 

passed away peacefully at his 
home in Shidler, Okla., on 
Monday, June 24.

He was born January 5, 
1939 in Pawhuska, Okla. He 
was an Osage shareholder and 
enrolled in the Kaw tribe. At 
the time of the Korean War, 
he served as an MP in the U.S. 
Air Force. His pipelining jobs 
took him all over the US. He 
enjoyed fishing, tending his 
many animals, and socializing 
with friends over coffee or tea. 

He is survived by his wife, 
Margrette Dilbeck, of Shidler; 
children, Kirk Dilbeck of Vic-
toria, Texas, Justin Dilbeck 
of Norman, Okla., and Son-
ya Michelle Van Dam of Los 
Angeles, Calif.; stepchildren, 
Joyce Andrews, Vicki Valen-
tine, Margrette Conwell and 

Leon Conwell; grandchildren, 
Ashlie of Los Angeles, and 
Gabe, Brooke, and Tyler, all 
of Norman; 11 step-grandchil-
dren; siblings, Debbie Yates 
of Tulsa, Andrew Yates of 
Nelagoney, Marian Waller 
of Hominy, Barbara Yates of 
Pawhuska and Paul Yates of 
Joplin Missouri. He was pre-
ceded in death by parents, 
Gene and Audrey Dilbeck of 
Fairfax, a son, Scotty Dilbeck 
of Miamisburg, Ohio, and sib-
lings Tommy “Mo” Dilbeck and 
Debbie Stoneman.

Mildred S. Pappin-Geil
Mildred S. Pappin-Geil 

passed away Feb. 16. She was 
born July 21, 1918 in Fairfax, 
Okla, to Alex and Mary Eliza-
beth (Eads) Pappin.

She is survived by her hus-
band, Vernon Geil, sons; Joe 
and Mike Geil, daughters; 
Joy Honeywell, Starla Walk-
er, Martha Morrill, Mary 
Swope, ten grandchildren, 17 
great-grandchildren and one 
great-great-grandchild.

Mildred and Vernon loved to 
travel and visited many coun-
tries. They spent their winters 
in Palm Springs, California.

She is remembered as a 
very loving, caring and gener-
ous person. Always striving to 
be the best she could be. Was 
strong in nature and loved by 
many. She loved the Lord with 
all her heart and served him 
faithfully.
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Osage Nation Jobs: Appli-
cations may be downloaded at 
www.osagetribe.com/main_job-
search.aspx or obtained at the 
Osage Nation Human Resourc-
es Department located at 621 
Grandview in Pawhuska. In-
terested applicants can also call 
(918) 287-5445 or email HR at 
atrumbly@osagetribe.org. Ap-
plications must be received in 
Human Resources no later than 
4 p.m. on the date of closing.  
Late applications will not be  
accepted.

Surveillance Officer – Bar-
tlesville (4), Skiatook (1), Tulsa 
(2), Sand Springs (2), Hominy 
(1) Gaming Commission. HS di-
ploma/GED. Full time.  Salary: 
$11.00/hr

Hardware/software techni-
cian – IT Department. College 
degree in field or Applied Sci-
ence. Full time. Salary: DOE

JR data programmer – IT 
Department. College diploma or 
University degree. 1 year work 
experience. Full time.  Salary: 
DOE.

Counseling Center director 
– Counseling Center. Masters 
level Social Worker or Behavior-
al Science degree. 5 year work 
experience. Full time. Salary: 
$30.42/hr.

day Care director (2) – 
Pawhuska and Fairfax. Bach-
elor’s degree of A.A. degree in 
early childhood education. Full 
time. Salary: DOE.

shelter Monitor – Pawhuska 
Counseling Center. HS diploma/
GED. Regular part time. Salary: 
$10/hr.

surveillance technician – 
Tulsa Gaming Commission. HS 
diploma or GED. Full time. Sal-
ary: $15/hr.

deputy Court Clerk – 
Pawhuska Tribal Court. As-
sociate Degree or higher or a 
certificate from a court clerk or 
paralegal program. Regular part 
time. Salary: $11.76/hr.

Career development spe-
cialist – Hominy TANF. Bach-
elor’s Degree in Business, Public 
Administration or Social Sci-
ence. 1 year work experience. 
Full time. Salary: $15.60/hr. 

day Car provider (3) – 
(Pawhuska, Barnsdall, Skia-
took). Wah-Zha-Zhi Learning 
Center. HS diploma/GED. Full 
time. Salary: $10/hr.

Classifieds
surveillance supervisor – 
Sand Springs Gaming Commis-
sion. Associate Degree or 2 years 
experience. Must be 21. Full 
time. Salary: $15.06/hr.

Receptionist – Pawhuska Lan-
guage Department. HS diploma/
GED. 6 months experience. Full 
time. Salary: $11.50/hr.

teacher – Shidler Headstart. 
Degree in Early Childhood Ed-
ucation. Associate Degree in 
ECE/Child Development field 
or CDA certification. Full time. 
Salary: DOE.

Features/Multimedia Re-
porter – Pawhuska, Osage 
News. College degree/2 years 
experience in newspaper news-
room, news web site, public or 
media relations or photojournal-
ism. Full time. Salary: $17.08/
hr.

tribal Education Advocate 
(2) – Hominy and Skiatook Ed-
ucation. Bachelor degree in Ed-
ucation or closely related field. 
Full time. Salary: DOE

Osage Nation Burial Assistance
Application Process

• Submit an application within 30 days of 
time of death

• Provide copy of Osage Membership Card 
for deceased individual

• Provide a copy of a death certificate for the  
deceased individual

• Provide a copy of an itemized Funeral 
Home statement of the deceased individual

The application is complete when all pertinent 
documentation is received by this office; once the 
application is complete a letter of approved funds 
and check will be mailed to the funeral home. 
Notice will also be sent to the applicant inform-
ing them of the amount being paid to the funeral 
home.
• Allow 10-14 working days for completed  

application to be processed and a check issued.

For more information, questions,
or concerns please contact the

Osage Nation Constituent Services Office

Osage Nation Constituent Services Office
Attention: W. Jacque Jones, Administrator
621 Grandview • Pawhuska, OK 74056

Phone: (918) 287-5662
Fax: (918) 287-5221 • Fax: (918) 699-5221

Email: jjones@osagetribe.org

Fred Dilbeck

John T. Moncravie Jr. as we 
share in celebration of his life 
at the Osage Nation Cultur-
al Center in Pawhuska from 
2-5 p.m. on Aug. 17. Through 
his work as a historian and 
philanthropist, his legacy 
will live on throughout the 
Osage tribal community and 
we would be honored if you 
would join us in this celebra-
tion. Please contact kathyh@
airwaysfreight.com if you 
have any questions.

Congratulations!
Daniel Taylor received his 

Juris Doctorate degree from 
Cal Northern School of Law 

in Chico, Calif., on May 11, 

2013. During law school, Dan-

iel served as President of the 

Student Bar Association and 

received the Witkin Award for 

Academic Excellence. Daniel 

will sit for the California Bar 

Exam this summer. He is the 

son of Randy Taylor and Ter-

ry Taylor-Vodden of Willows, 

Calif., and the grandson of 

Mary Lou Walker (Bowhan) 

also of Willows. He would like 

to thank the Osage Nation 

Education Department for 

giving him the opportunity to 

further his education.

COMMunIty
–from Page 17

Daniel Taylor
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Cartoon © Santo Domingo Pueblo Cartoon Artist, Ricardo Caté

Without Reservations

August 19th is the deadline 
for all submissions for the 
September issue of the

Mark it on your calendars!

www.osagenews.org
619 Kihekah • Pawhuska, OK 74056

In-Lon-Schka

2013
ab

More photos throughout this issue
and at www.flickr.com/osagenews

Letters to the Editor
Thank You

Beginning in September 2003 each of 
our children in turn, Brieahn DeMeo, 
Emily DeMeo and Jackson DeMeo have 
been recipients of the Osage Higher Ed-
ucation Scholarship as they have grad-
uated from high school and pursued 
their college careers. Brieahn earned 
her B.A. at the University of Kentucky 
Lexington and continued on to The 
American University in Washington 
D.C. to complete a Masters Degree in 
Arts Management. Emily matriculated 
at the University of Tennessee Knox-
ville with a B.A. in Political Science 
and continued on to a successful Juris 
Doctor from The American University 
Washington College of Law. Jackson 
graduated this last May with a B.F.A. 
Theatre Arts-Acting from California 
State University Fullerton. 

Their father and I are extremely 
proud of each of them and congratulate 
them for their accomplishments. We 
have always felt that the best use of 
our resources is in the education of our 
children. However, having three kids in 
college, for the most part concurrently, 
over the past 10 years has sometimes 
been a financial magic act. The schol-
arships that our children have received 
from the Osage Nation have been an 
integral part of successfully “pulling 
the rabbit out of the hat” each time  
we faced tuition, supplies or living  
expenses. 

I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank you and the staff at the Edu-
cation Department for all that you have 
done to help our family successfully at-
tain their educational goals. Words can 
not really express how appreciative I 
am for your helpfulness and patience 
as we have navigated through the ap-
plication process each semester. In ad-
dition to yourself, Ms. Holding, I would 
like to particularly thank Ms. Mary 
St. John, Ms. Louise Cheshewalla and 
Ms. Courtney Dailey as you all were 
most directly involved with us in the 
process of making sure documentation 
deadlines were met. You have a fantas-
tic team of people who should be com-

mended for the work done every day in 
the scholarship program. I hope that 
the scholarship program will continue 
to grow as it has under your care, help 
those who want to pursue their higher 
education and continue the legacy of 
the Osage Nation. 

–Rosalie DeMeo
Bodega Bay, CA

Things used to be simpler
I am what I refer to as a non-par-

ticipating Osage. I live in Texas, born 
and raised here. My mother has always 
been the sole participant in tribal in-
formation and passed it on to me in 
casual conversation. That was prior to 
the Osage News that I now receive. I 
did participate in the election meetings 
held here to become more informed on 
what was taking place and become less 
non-participating. I must say that I am 
truly happy that we installed a new 
form of government, one that mirrors 
the United States government. How is 
that working out for us? Every issue I 
receive of the Osage News, one branch 
is suing the other branch, one member 
is suing another member, ethics vio-
lations are being filed, information is 
being withheld and the list goes on. I 
miss the conversations with my mom 
that showed how simplistic our tribe 
governed itself. Yes, I know the times 
have changed. The tribe has always 
had a monetary value from oil and gas, 
but the casinos and other operations 
have made it about power now. Sounds 
familiar doesn’t it? I understand that 
the U.S. principles of government were 
taken from the Indians way of gov-
ernment when we were a developing 
nation. Now we took the U.S. govern-
ment as a pattern for new government? 
Looks familiar doesn’t it? Maybe these 
things were happening in our old way 
of government and no one knew. I don’t 
know. It’s sad, my mom is 86 now and 
we don’t want to talk about it.

–Mark Cook
Colleyville, TX

Address
UpdAtes
reqUested

The CDIB Membership Department is request-
ing that anyone moving to a new address 
please update their information with their office 
at (918) 287-5389 or (918) 287-5390. Tribal 
members can also email Asa Cunningham at 
acunningham@osagetribe.org.

Benny Polacca/Osage News

Pawhuska District Drumkeeper George Stabler Jr., father George Stabler Sr. and Hollis Sta-
bler head to the Pawhuska arbor for the June 27 In-Lon-Schka.




