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Actors Chris Cooper (right) and Benedict Cumberbatch act a scene for the August: Osage County motion 
picture being filmed in Osage County itself and Bartlesville. The film crew shot scenes around Pawhuska 
including this one next to the Triangle Building. Actor George Clooney (inset photo) is one of the mov-
ie’s producers. Turn to page 20 to see more images of the Pawhuska movie scenes.
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Congress passes
FY 2013 budgets 
set at $44.3 million
By Benny Polacca 
Osage News

The Third Osage Nation Congress set the 2013 fiscal year 
governmental budgets and passed a $44.3 million division 
budget for the Executive Branch departments and programs. 

This year the Congress focused on aggregate budgeting 
to pass the Executive Branch departmental budget (ONCA 
12-119) with a 6 percent cut in spending tribal funds. The 

budgeting method is also referred to as budgeting with a 
lump sum where a dollar amount is approved for spending. 

After several budget meetings and compromise discus-
sions between the Congress and Executive Branch, the con-
sensus reached allows the Executive Branch to decide where 
cuts in proposed spending will be made to comply with the 
6 percent cut.

The $44.3 million budget comprises both tribal revenue 
dollars and federal grant funds awarded to the Nation. The 
budget was passed by Congress and sent to Principal Chief 
John Red Eagle’s office for action on Sept. 28.

Pawhuska village Five-Man Board
chairman resigns amid audit findings
By Benny Polacca 
Osage News

An Osage Nation Congressional audit re-
port of the Pawhuska Indian Village Five-
Man Board is raising inquiries of how the 
board operates and spends revenue the vil-
lage receives from the Pawhuska Osage Ca-
sino monthly lease. 

In wake of the audit, board Chairman Joe 

Don Mashunkashey resigned his seat after 
the Sept. 7 report noted more than $800,000 
of the village money is unaccounted for.

The ON Office of Fiscal Performance and 
Review issued a written compliance and op-
erational audit of the Five-Man Board amid 
failed efforts to obtain the financial records 

See Chairman resigns after audit
—Continued  on Page 4

See 2013 Budgets Passed
—Continued  on Page 6



2 October 2012 Osage News • osagenews.org

619 Kihekah • Pawhuska, OK 74056
(918) 287-5668

www.osagenews.org

Editor
Shannon Shaw Duty

Reporters
Benny Polacca

Jacelle Ramon-Sauberan

Editorial Assistant
Chalene Toehay

Osage News Editorial 
Board Interim Member

Jerri Jean Branstetter

Fairfax residents urge ON Congress to fund a grocery store
By Benny Polacca 
Osage News

Fairfax area residents seeking 
help from the Osage Nation to open a 
grocery store protested what they be-
lieve is little action taken by elected 
leaders, thus far, during closing day 
of the 2012 Tzi-Zho Session. 

Their actions come one year af-
ter Fairfax’s sole grocery store, The 
Palace of the Osage, shuttered due 
to the former owner’s financial prob-
lems. The closure left area residents 
no choice but to plan trips to nearby 
towns for grocery shopping, leaving 
many airing concerns for those who 
cannot make those drives due to their 
age, financial or health problems.

Residents have since written let-
ters to the Nation requesting help, 
but grew disappointed with little ac-
tion or response received. The latest 
effort was a business plan pitched on 
Sept. 20 to a Congressional commit-
tee by area residents who offered to 
run the grocery store in the Palace 
building as a nonprofit named Four 
Winds. 

Members of the proposed Four 
Winds organization hoped to open 
the store under their nonprofit busi-
ness plan by Christmas time, but 
need $1.5 million for startup costs 
and requested the money from the 
Nation during the committee meet-
ing. As the 24-day Tzi-Zho Session 
neared its end with no appropriation 
bill introduced for the project, resi-
dents organized their protest.

Fifteen minutes before the Day 
24 session started, about 20 people, 
Osage and non-Osage, arrived at 
the Congressional Chambers armed 
with handmade protest signs and 
expressed their concerns to the Con-
gress members arriving for the 10 
a.m. session.

Those signs carried messages in-
cluding: “We’re tired of stone soup;” 
“Healthy food for Fairfax;” “Osage 
elders and Osage children deserve 
respect;” and “U.S.D.A. says Fairfax 
is food desert.”

Fairfax resident Joe Conner 
(Osage) presented the Four Winds 

grocery nonprofit plan to the Con-
gress on Sept. 20, which would be 
operated by him and area residents. 
Unsatisfied with the meeting re-
sponse, Conner and the residents 
planned the protest at the chambers 
and asked the Congressional mem-
bers to consider extending the ses-
sion, which is allowed up to three 
days to reconsider the nonprofit pro-
posal and appropriate the $1.5 mil-
lion needed.

“We respectfully ask that you ex-
tend session to consider (the pro-
posal),” Conner asked the Congress 
members as they recessed to prepare 
amended budgets for final votes dur-
ing session. “We spent several weeks 
(working on the plan), none of us are 
paid, we volunteered our time just to 
put that together.”

According to the Four Winds pro-
posal, a board comprised of local 
Fairfax residents would run the gro-

cery store and put the organization 
into nonprofit tax-exempt status. 
The store is not projected to break 
even in its first years and would re-
quire $1.5 million to launch, Conner 
said. The estimated cost breakdown 
is: $50,000 to start the Four Winds 
organization; $950,000 to open the 
store; and $500,000 to hire a profes-
sional grocer to run the store.

Conner said the lack of a Fairfax 
grocery store is a health crisis since 
the closed grocery store means the 
area people must travel out of town 
for fresh produce, vegetables and 
meats. 

Fairfax resident Wendy Ponca 
(Osage) said she considers the situ-
ation to be “an emergency just like 
a tornado, peoples’ lives are literally 
at stake. It’s very detrimental to our 

Photo by Benny Polacca/Osage News

Fairfax residents picket at the Osage Nation Congressional Chambers on Oct. 1. The residents expressed concern on the Nation’s 
progress in addressing the town’s lack-of-grocery store issue. 

See fairfax residents Protest
—Continued  on Page 10
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Pawhuska Osage Nation Fitness  
Center renovated during summer
By Jacelle Ramon-Sauberan 
Osage News

What looked like black mold, miss-
ing ceiling panels and broken fitness 
equipment were just some of the 
problems at the Osage Nation Fit-
ness Center in Pawhuska. It recently 
closed for renovations but was sched-
uled to reopen Oct.2. 

“It had been like that for a long 
time,” said a source about the struc-
tural problems found within the 
center. The source asked not to be 
named for this article. “I didn’t work 
out for two years and it seems like 
it was in the same condition when I 
started working out again.”

Before the center closed Aug. 6, one 
could find broken exercise machines 
in the kitchen of the center and a 
pile of broken fans collecting dust in 
a corner of the center. In the tanning 
booth room, loose wires hung from 
the ceiling, which had several panels 
missing. 

The first source added they can re-
member the Pawhuska fitness center 
having problems in the past with the 
ceiling leaking. 

On Aug. 2, ON Fitness Center 
Coordinator Kenny Bighorse (older 
brother to Osage Nation Assistant 
Principal Chief Scott BigHorse) 
sent out an all-employee email stat-
ing that the fitness center would be 
closed until further notice but up-
dates will be posted when available. 

“We apologize for any inconve-
nience this may cause. Please re-
member that during this time, both 
the Hominy and Fairfax centers are 
available, free of charge, to Pawhus-
ka Fitness Center clients,” Bighorse 
said.  

The Hominy and Fairfax Fitness 
Centers are between 20-30 miles 
one-way from Pawhuska.  

A second source, who asked not 
to be named for this article, said 

the fitness center renovations have 
been talked about for five years and 
should have begun in January. 

“There was a meeting in July and 
contractors were told they had four 
days to get their bids in,” the second 
source said. “One contractor went to 
the fitness center but said there was 
no way he could get a bid in by the 
due date.” 

 The one bid the ON Fitness Cen-
ter did get was $128,000 over bud-
get, the source said. 

“I wonder if the fitness center even 
has enough money in their budget to 
repair everything that needs to be 
fixed,” said the first source. 

In the middle of July, the fitness 
center began having problems with 
their air conditioning along with oth-
er Osage Nation departments. 

On Friday, July 20, the air condi-
tioning stopped working in the after-
noon and it was 95 degrees inside the 
center. 

The Fitness Center began closing 
in the afternoons “due to extreme 
heat.” 

From July 18 to Aug. 4, Oklahoma 
had 18 days of temperatures above 
100 degrees. Seven of those days, 
temperatures were about 105 and 
three of those seven days tempera-
tures were recorded to be above 110 
degrees, according to the National 
Weather Service Forecast Office. 

“The tribe pumps millions of dol-
lars into the casinos and the fitness 
center struggles horribly,” said the 
second source. “We are supposed to 
be there as a service to diabetics and 
the public – helping people, instead 
of fueling addiction.” 

On the other hand, Eleanor Free-
man had no complaints about the 
ON Fitness Center. 

“I didn’t see black mold at all and 
the air conditioning was always 
working when I went there in the 
mornings,” she said. 

Freeman believes the fitness cen-
ter personnel were always very 
helpful and anytime anyone had a 
question they had the answer. 

“I know the conditions were bad 
but I have no complaints,” she said. 
“It is an inconvenience it is closed but 
I was told they are going to reopen 
the fitness center in three weeks.” 

On Sept. 28, Bruce Cass, director 
of Tribal Development and Land Ac-
quisition, said the renovation is 99 
percent complete. 

“We are just waiting to finish 
painting the outside of the building, 
which was delayed due to the weath-
er,” he said. 

The roof was repaired, portions of 
the electrical system were updated, 

Photo by Jacelle Ramon-Sauberan/Osage News

The Osage Nation Fitness Center underwent a renovation project this summer. The 
Osage News took this photo of the building interior on Oct.1 while employees moved 
equipment back into the facility.

Photo by Jacelle Ramon-Sauberan/Osage News

The Osage Nation Fitness Center un-
derwent recent renovations after it was 
closed earlier this summer. The Osage 
News took this photo of the building inte-
rior before the project started. 
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Chairman Resigns After Audit
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from the board and bank where the 
village money is kept. In April, Mas-
hunkashey issued a letter from the 
Five-Man Board declining to partici-
pate in the OFPR audit stating the 
board believes it is not part of the 
Osage Nation since it follows law ap-
proved by the federal government.

According to the OFPR report, the 
village received a total of $857,025.93 
from Osage Casino and its predeces-
sor Osage Million Dollar Elm Casino 
for the Pawhuska casino lease from 
October 2008 to July 2012. The casi-
no sits on the southeast corner of the 
village property held in trust by the 
federal government.

In a single-paragraph letter dat-
ed April 5, the Pawhuska Five-Man 
Board responded to the OFPR’s audit 
by writing: “Please be advised that 
the members of the Pawhuska 5-Man 
Board wishes to not be audited at this 
time due to we have our own Federal 
ID Number and are not part of the 
Osage Nation but follow our own by-
laws set up by the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs and (Code of Federal Regula-
tions).”

The OFPR hit another roadblock 
when Pawhuska’s First National 
Bank denied auditors access to the 
village’s banking records. An Osage 
Nation Congressional subpoena was 
issued for the banking records, but 
the bank would not honor it, accord-
ing to the report.

On the Federal ID number issue, 
OFPR said: “The Federal Identifica-
tion Number that the Pawhuska In-
dian Village Committee is using at 
(First National Bank) proved to be a 
non-current number per the Internal 
Revenue Service with no record on 
file. In searching the most recent list 
of recognized Native American In-
dian Tribes, only the ‘Osage Nation’ 
was listed with no mention of any of 
the villages.”

The OFPR sought utility payment 
records kept by the City of Pawhuska 
and reported that over $50,700 of the 
village money was spent on utility 
bills for both residents and village 
entities. The report states Mas-
hunkashey paid his utility bills with 

village money more than 40 times 
totaling $12,244.85, as well as other 
Osage residents’ bills.

In a breakdown of the utility bill 
payments, the OFPR reported bills 
for other Osages, including immedi-
ate Mashunkashey relatives, were 
paid one to three times since 2009.

“These expenditures totaled 
$50,732.37 for the period between 
November 2008 and July 2012,” ac-
cording to the report. “This left a bal-
ance of $806,293.56 that could not be 
accounted for with the records that 
we had available.”

Those utility bill payments were 
made with the village’s two-party sig-
nature checks, “but the notation that 
two signatures are required is crossed 
out and only a single signature is on 
the check,” according to OFPR.

In conclusion, the OFPR issued a 
“disclaimer of opinion” on the financ-
es and operations of the Pawhuska 
Indian Village Five-Man Board. 
OFPR Senior Internal Auditor Kelly 
Corbin said his office issued the dis-
claimer of opinion because: “there are 
significant scope limitations, wheth-
er intentional or not, which hinder 
the auditor’s work in obtaining evi-
dence and performing procedures 
(and) there are significant uncertain-
ties with the auditee.”

According to businessdictionary.
com, a disclaimer of opinion is a 
“statement by auditors that they do 
not express an opinion on the finan-
cial position of a firm because (1) they 
have not completed an examination 

of its accounts, or (2) the examination 
is not broad enough in scope to en-
able them to form an opinion.”

The OFPR recommends: “The 
Osage Nation Attorney General Of-
fice or an appropriate Federal Entity 
take control of the current assets and 
future revenues of the Pawhuska In-
dian Village 5-Man Board on behalf 
of the inhabitants of the Pawhuska 
Indian Village and place it into trust 
with the Treasurer of the Osage Na-
tion. The Osage Nation Treasurer 
would then maintain the accounting 
records of the Pawhuska Village and 
issue payments upon request, that 
they are supported by board minutes 
and signatures of a quorum of board 
members.”

ON Attorney General Jeff Jones 
said his office received the OFPR re-
port but his office has yet to receive 
the village board finance records as 
of Sept. 12. Jones said his office re-
ceived inquires from the U.S. Attor-
ney’s Office that same day requesting 
information about the village financ-
es and bank account for a potential 
federal subpoena.

“It would appear they’re interested 
in the audit too,” Jones said of the 
federal authorities. “It’s something 
I would prosecute under tribal law,” 
he said if an AG investigation finds 
wrongdoing. The seven Osage Casinos 
and trust lands, including the three 
Indian villages, fall under the ON At-
torney General’s office jurisdiction.

An update from Jones’s office on 
the village board’s finances was un-
known when this issue of the Osage 
News went to press as he was out of 
town Oct. 2.

Jones said First National Bank is 
not obligated to comply with ON Con-
gressional subpoenas because they 
are not under the Nation’s jurisdic-
tion and were not issued by a court 
judge, however, the bank must honor 
any federal or state court subpoenas 
served to the institution.

In a Sept. 10 statement on the au-
dit, Principal Chief John Red Eagle 

See Chairman resigns 
after audit

—Continued  on Page 5

Photo by Benny Polacca/Osage News

This sign is at the southwest corner of the Pawhuska Indian Village’s boundaries. The 
Osage Nation’s village lands, casinos and government campus are on lands held in 
federal trust.
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said: “The Osage Nation Attorney 
General’s office and the Office of the 
Principal Chief are reviewing the ac-
tions of the Pawhuska Village Five-
Man Board. Any notable findings will 
be made public when they are com-
plete. I ask that everyone reserve any 
premature judgments until after the 
review is complete.”

Village money spending
Mashunkashey acknowledged he 

used village money to pay his util-
ity bills and added that he paid the 
$12,000-plus back to the bank on 
Sept. 10, the same day he resigned. 
Mashunkashey also said he used the 
village money to pay utility bills for 
village residents falling on hard fi-
nancial times.

“Yes, I was paying my electric bill 
(out of village money), it was wrong 
to do that, I feel bad,” Mashunkashey 
said. “I paid it back, now I just need 
to work on getting everybody’s trust 
back from the people. I love this vil-
lage.” Mashunkashey declined to say 
where he received the $12,000-plus 
to pay back the utility bill costs.

Mashunkashey said he used the 
village money to pay bills for fel-
low residents struggling financially. 
Some of the money went toward elec-
tric bills, gift certificates for school 
clothes, groceries and “help with 
whatever they need.”

“It’s all about what they couldn’t 
get on the hill,” Mashunkashey said 
referring to ON government assis-
tance programs. “My mom always 
said if you have the ability to help 
anybody, then do it.”

The village money is also spent 
during holiday festivities such as the 
annual Fourth of July fireworks with 
food served during the show and tur-
key giveaways at Thanksgiving and 
Christmas, Mashunkashey said.

The OFPR report also raised issue 
with regular Five-Man Board meet-
ings, stating: “It appears that there 
are no regularly scheduled meetings 
and reportedly the Chairman is the 
only board member that has access to 
the bank records and checks,” accord-
ing to the report.

Mashunkashey said he’s lived 
in the village for over 30 years and 
served on the village board for four 
or five years. He is married to Mary 
Mashunkashey, administrator of the 
Osage Tax Commission, who is the 
niece of Chief Red Eagle, also a vil-
lage resident.

Five-Man Board member  
resigns in July

Jennifer Tiger, who sat on the 
Five-Man Board as an interim mem-
ber for about four months this year, 
resigned her seat on July 25. Tiger 
said she was appointed to the board 
in April after former board member 
KC Bills stepped down. She also said 
the board hosted one public meeting 
after she joined the board and none 
have been held since then.

The May 23 meeting was held to 
announce Tiger’s appointment to 
the board and she wanted to discuss 
the village budget at the meeting. 
“At that point, (Mashunkashey) said 
there is no budget, there was only a 
checkbook,” Tiger said referring to 
the village’s bank checking account. 
“I just left it at that, I don’t know how 
long the board’s been operating with 
just a checkbook,” she said.

Tiger said she resigned due to per-
sonal time constraints and said she 
was unaware that Mashunkashey 
was using village money to pay his 
own utility bills.

Remaining board members are Asa 
Cunningham (secretary/ treasurer), 
Ted Brunt and Frank Red Corn. Ac-
cording to the Village Constitution 
adopted in 1963, the Five-Man Board 
election is to be held on the first Mon-
day in October of the election year.

The OFPR took issue with the vil-
lage finances and operations with 
regard to the secretary/ treasurer 
because the officeholder must have 
a minimum $1,000 fiduciary bond; 
maintain the board meeting minutes; 
and account for the board’s income 
and expenditures, according to the 
Village Constitution.

The report states: “It appears that 
the secretary/ treasurer, per the per-
son in that position’s statement, does 

not have bonding as required per the 
adopted constitution. The elected 
secretary/ treasurer does not receive 
or have knowledge of the revenues, 
account balances, or expenditures of 
the (Five-Man Board). These are in 
control of the (Chairman).”

Absent accounting duties, Cunning-
ham handled the calendar for Wakon 
Iron community building (for special 
occasions, funerals, parties, etc.) and 
took notes for board meetings.

Cunningham said she received 
a Sept. 9 phone call from Mas-
hunkashey informing her of his 
intentions to resign. With Mas-
hunkashey’s resignation occurring, 
Cunningham said the next planned 
step is for her and the remaining 
board members to meet with Red 
Eagle and Treasurer Callie Catcher 
so the Executive Branch may handle 
the banking and accounting of the 
village money. 

Regarding Mashunkashey’s utility 
bills, Cunningham said: “I was in the 
dark about everything.” Cunning-
ham said no further spending should 
occur of the village money until the 
Executive Branch handles the ac-
count since no one else had signature 
authority.

Tiger said the audit and issues sur-
rounding it may open doors for revis-
iting laws and regulations regarding 
the Indian villages, noting the 1963 
Village Constitution took up three 
pages in the OFPR report which is 
about 40 pages.

Tribal legislation on  
village revenue from  
gaming introduced

In wake of the audit, Congressio-
nal Speaker Raymond Red Corn filed 
a bill seeking to amend the Nation’s 
gaming law regarding Indian village 
payments from gaming revenues. Ac-
cording to the bill (ONCA 12-109), 
the gaming law would be amended to 
require payments made to the Indian 
villages to be remitted to the Trea-
surer’s office for distribution.

Red Corn introduced ONCA 12-
109 to the entire Congress during 

the Sept. 10 session of the Tzi-Zho 
Session. The bill remained in the 
legislative process when the session 
wrapped Oct. 1. 

At the Sept. 19 ON Gaming Enter-
prise Board meeting, Osage Casino 
executive Kimberly Pearson referred 
to the Pawhuska lease agreement 
stating she’s heard discussion that 
the lease needs to be revised.

The casino lease was executed in 
2004 between the Osage Tribal Coun-
cil and the Five-Man Board. Accord-
ing to the lease, the tribal council is 
the one charged with depositing the 
rent into the village bank account.  

An additional issue raised is the ca-
sino has been paying the rent directly 
to the village account versus paying 
the check to the Nation’s treasury 
which would make the deposit.

Grayhorse and Hominy Indian Vil-
lage Five-Man Boards receive their 
revenues through ON Congressional 
appropriations of tribal funds unlike 
Pawhuska’s, which receives casino 
revenue, now called into question.

In a separate report, OFPR audit-
ed the Grayhorse Five-Man Board for 
the 2009, 2010 and 2011 fiscal years. 
Spending for those three years was 
under budgeted amounts with other 
findings noted and recommendations 
issued for each item.

According to OFPR findings, the 
Grayhorse board did not post regu-
lar scheduled meetings, and a former 
board treasurer (no longer on board) 
wrote 24 checks out to his/herself. 
The board responded to the findings 
stating they are being addressed; a 
board member is in process of cre-
ating a Grayhorse Village Facebook 
page for community notifications; 
and checks will no longer be made 
out to the same person signing them.  

On Sept. 12, the Congressional Cul-
ture Committee considered the bud-
gets for the Hominy and Grayhorse 
Five-Man Boards, which requested 
$50,000 each to maintain their re-
spective villages. Both bills unani-
mously passed and face a floor vote of 
the Congress as it considers the Na-
tion’s 2013 fiscal year budgets.



6 October 2012 Osage News • osagenews.org

It’s not immediately known where 
the spending cuts will occur but sev-
eral Congress people said they do not 
want to see direct services to Osages 
impacted.

The 24-day Tzi-Zho Session, used to 
set the following fiscal year budgets, 
hit a speed bump in the beginning 
as Congress members realized the 
initial budgets contained what was 
believed to be significant requests for 
tribal funding. 

The Congress is mandated to fund 
its government programs each year, 
per the 2006 Constitution, however, 
the annual budget cannot exceed pro-
jected revenues. This year, the Con-
gress voted to approve the FY 2013 
projected revenue at $97.6 million. 

The FY 2013 projected revenue 
includes reports from the Nation’s 
revenue sources including: $40 mil-
lion from gaming; $54.7 million in the 
bank; over $542,000 in bank interest; 
and $2.3 million from the Osage Tax 
Commission.

To consider budgeting solutions, 
the Congress voted to hold action 
on appropriation bills for the three 
branches, but the respective lead-
ers of government branches, depart-
ments and programs met with the 
Congressional committees as usual to 
have budgets reviewed and amended 
for any spending changes.

The Congressional committees 
scrutinized several budgets for their 
donation and travel line items to re-
duce spending.

Some departments initially had do-
nation line items in their budgets and 
Congress members voted to eliminate 
department donations and instruct-
ed the department directors to work 
with the Chief’s office to get a dona-
tion made to their specific causes or 
special events.

Buffalohead said donations made on 
behalf of the Nation should be made 
through the Principal Chief’s office. 
The Principal Chief’s office budget has 
donations listed as a budgeted item. 
This year, the Office of the Chiefs 
$2.2 million budget was passed with 
$100,000 designated for donations.

“We’ve been told donations go 
through the Principal Chief’s office, 

it makes sense,” Buffalohead said of 
streamlining donations. She added the 
practice would help ensure there are 
checks and balances on donations. 

At a Sept. 17 Congressional Com-
mittee on Appropriations, the budget 
spending discussion continued with 
topics including developing a new 
budgeting process for future use.

One solution discussed among 
the Congress and Executive Branch 
is to approve a spending lump sum 
amount for governmental operations. 
This would spur revisiting individual 
branch and department budgets to 
make cuts to keep spending within 
the lump sum amount.

Congressman William “Kugee” 
Supernaw filed the lump sum ap-
propriation bill (ONCA 12-119) and 
introduced it to Congress during the 
Sept. 20 session.

Congressional Speaker Raymond 
Red Corn said Supernaw’s bill reflects 
all the committee work that has been 
done thus far to consider the budgets.

The idea of simplifying the budget 
process was not concern-free.

During the Sept. 17 appropria-
tions committee meeting, Congress-
man John Jech, committee chair, 
expressed concern that lump sum 
spending may overshadow the ongo-
ing budget meetings in which cuts 
were made to budgets by committee 
vote. “I feel if we lump money into a 
pool, we’ve had (budget) meetings for 
nothing… Sometime in January or 
February, we need to sit down and 
collectively come up with a process. I 
feel we need to quit changing budget-
ing in September.”

Treasurer Callie Catcher said at 
the meeting that Principal Chief 
John Red Eagle “is positive” on the 
idea of lump sum spending. One chal-
lenge Catcher said would be to redo 
budgets while following the Nation’s 
Budget Parameters Act, which sets 
rules and limitations on governmen-
tal spending.

Red Corn said the idea of lump sum 
spending “simplifies (the) process in-
credibly.” He said a simplified budget 
process would make several budget 
problems go away and allows the 

Congress to consider other matters 
up for action.

With department spending reduc-
tions proposed, the Congress hit an-
other bump in the road during session 
when questions arose over the Legis-
lative Branch’s budget for benefits to 
those on the branch’s payroll.

Confusion hit the Congressional 
chambers as members considered the 
initial legislative branch budget and 
voted it down after debate on Sept. 27.

Several Congress members debated 
the Legislative Branch budget (ONCA 
12-90) before it failed with 11 “no” 
votes and one “yes” vote. The bill’s fail-
ure occurred after concerns were aired 
over a proposed increase in benefit 
spending for Congress members.

According to ONCA 12-90, the em-
ployee benefits/ payroll taxes line re-
quests $270,247, an increase  from FY 
2012’s budgeted amount of $120,042. 
Congresswoman Shannon Edwards, 
who is in favor of the increase said the 
amount is budgeted for the Congress 
persons who may participate in the 
Nation’s full-time employee benefits 
program, per the Nation’s merit em-
ployment system law (ONCA 10-85). 

According to ONCA 10-85, the law 
states: “Elected officials are entitled 
to compensation in conformity with 
Osage Constitution and law which in-
cludes… Participation in the benefits 
package available to regular full-time 
employees at its actual cost or its 
monetary equivalent at the discretion 
of the official.” 

It’s unknown how much in benefit 
value each Congress person could get 
if he or she participates in seeking 
the benefits or money equivalent.

A new Legislative Branch budget 
bill was filed after the Sept. 27 ses-
sion and passed by an 11-1 vote on 
Sept. 28 with the increase in benefits 
totaling $285,878. The newer legisla-
tive branch budget is ONCA 12-125 
and passed with a “no” vote from Red 
Corn. ONCA 12-125 was sent to Red 
Eagle’s office for his consideration 
and action.  

Discussion of the Congressional 
benefits issue reached some Osage-
focused Facebook pages when this is-
sue of the Osage News went to print. 
An update will follow.

2013 Budgets Passed
–Continued from Page 1
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See grayhorse arBor Bill Passes
—Continued  on Page 10

ON Congress passes $990K appropriation
bill for Grayhorse roundhouse arbor
Roundhouse arbor to 
seat over 360 dancers; 
bill reduced from initial 
request of $1.5 million
By Benny Polacca 
Osage News

Come June, the Grayhorse Dis-
trict may receive its new anticipated 
roundhouse arbor for the In-Lon-
Schka dances after the Third Osage 
Nation Congress approved a nearly 
$1 million appropriation bill to fin-
ish constructing the arbor once the 
standing one is removed. 

Efforts to build the new arbor by 
this year’s In-Lon-Schka dances at 
Grayhorse were unsuccessful. Since 
then, the Grayhorse District Five-
Man Board hired a Tulsa-based ar-
chitect to design the roundhouse 
arbor. An earlier estimate on the 
project totaled nearly $2 million, but 
the Five-Man Board later cut updat-
ed restroom facilities out of the proj-
ect cost as a compromise.

After two Congressional Culture 
Committee meetings, the entire Con-
gress approved a $990,000 appro-
priation bill (ONCA 12-101) for the 
arbor project on Sept. 25 with Prin-
cipal Chief John Red Eagle signing 
the bill into law on Sept. 28. The bill 
is a reduction of $510,000 from the 
initial bill requesting $1.5 million for 
the arbor project that included the 
new restrooms and side features in-
cluding sidewalks and lighting.

Congressman Archie Mason, who 
is Grayhorse District’s Head Com-
mitteeman of its In-Lon-Schka Dance 
Committee, sponsored the appropri-
ation legislation for designing and 
building the new arbor and removal 
of the current one. The Second ON 
Congress passed an initial  $550,000 
bill (ONCA 12-20) in January. 

Estimate costs for the new arbor 

exceeded the initial $550,000 ap-
propriation, leading to the second 
appropriation request in ONCA 12-
101. Bruce Cass, properties director 
for the Nation, told the cultural com-
mittee the arbor project is estimated 
to cost $1.9 million including new re-
strooms and side improvements.

Once construction starts on the 
new arbor it could be finished in 
about six months, Cass told the com-
mittee.

The higher cost estimates led to 
scrutiny of those numbers after some 
Congress members and fellow Osag-
es expressed concern the price is too 
much. 

Congresswoman Alice Buffalo-
head called the matter “a delicate 
situation” as the Congress needs to 
consider the cost of a new arbor dur-
ing budget time, adding she believes 
the current one needs to be replaced. 
“I need to look at the costs,” she said 
during a Sept. 12 committee meet-
ing before the arbor bill was tabled 
pending review of cost information.

The proposed arbor will be made 
of steel with a roof that’s 30 percent 
larger than the current one, Tulsa 
architect Whit Todd told the culture 
committee when it considered the 
appropriation bill. Todd, of Kinslow, 
Keith & Todd Inc., worked with the 
Five-Man Board on the design.

Grayhorse District committeeman 
Scott Heskett said the new arbor 
could seat up to 369 dancers. The 
roundhouse design has room for two 
rows of dancer seating, more room 
for family benches and a ventilation 
system. The roundhouse dance area 
measures 7,950 square feet – nearly 
2,000 square feet more than the cur-
rent arbor’s, Heskett said.

The arbor bill returned to the cul-
ture committee on Sept. 17 for more 
consideration. At that time, Mason 

Photo by Benny Polacca/Osage News

A graphic of the proposed roundhouse arbor being built in the Grayhorse Indian Vil-
lage. The Grayhorse District’s Five-Man Board is working with a Tulsa architect firm on 
the project. 

Photo by Benny Polacca/Osage News

Grayhorse District committeemen and Five-Man Board members join Osage Nation 
Principal Chief John Red Eagle in the Executive Branch office on Sept. 28. That day, Red 
Eagle signed an appropriation bill into law for a new roundhouse arbor for the district.
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Congress appoints 
former Speaker as interim 
Editorial Board member
By Benny Polacca 
Osage News

The Osage Nation Executive and 
Legislative branches of government 
are seeking two appointees to serve 
on the Osage News Editorial Board 
after both branches did not reappoint 
and confirm two board members ear-
lier this year when those terms ex-
pired. The board’s third position also 
expired this year.

In the meantime, the Third ON 
Congress voted to appoint former 
Congressional Speaker Jerri Jean 
Branstetter to a six-month interim 
Editorial Board term. Congresswom-
an Shannon Edwards made the mo-
tion on Oct. 1 – the last day of the 
Tzi-Zho Session.

Edwards acknowledged Branstet-
ter does not have the qualifications 
to be confirmed for the Editorial 
Board, but said there needs to be a 
board member in wake of a recently 
passed bill outlawing board and com-
mission members from serving past 
their confirmation periods. 

The law is ONCA 12-96 (sponsored 
by William “Kugee” Supernaw) and 
was passed with a 11-1 vote with a 
“no” vote by Speaker Raymond Red 
Corn on Sept. 21. Principal Chief 
John Red Eagle signed the bill into 
law on Sept. 27.

The law’s passage means Rob-
ert Warrior, Dennis McAuliffe and 
Tara McLain Manthey are no lon-
ger serving in their Editorial Board 
capacities. Warrior and McAuliffe 
were confirmed in early 2010 along 
with Teresa Trumbly Lamsam who 
resigned in January. Manthey was 
selected by Warrior and McAuliffe to 
fill the vacancy until it expired.

Red Corn said emails were sent out 
in past asking Congress members for 
Editorial Board nominees but no re-
plies were received. After discussion, 
Congress voted by majority to con-

firm Branstetter to the interim posi-
tion with a 10-2 vote. Voting against 
the interim appointment were Red 
Corn and Congressman John Jech.

Branstetter was elected to the 
First ON Congress in 2006 and 
served a six-year term until it ex-
pired this year. She served on the 
tribe’s government reform commis-
sion and is retired from working in 
Oklahoma state government.

According to the Nation’s 2008 
Free Press Act, the Editorial Board 
is formed with board appointments 
made by the Legislative and Execu-
tive branches and those two mem-
bers are subject to Congressional 
confirmation. The two confirmed 
board members then appoint the 
third board member.

Editorial board qualifications in-
clude: be at least 25 years old; have 
quality experience in management 
and operations of publications; be of 
good character and have a reputation 
of integrity; be physically able to car-
ry out board duties; have at least five 
years of professional journalism ex-
perience and/ or an advanced degree 
in journalism; adhering to standards 
of accepted journalism ethics defined 
by the Society of Professional Jour-
nalists and endorsed by the Native 
American Journalists Association.

Editorial board duties include: to 
establish and enforce an editorial pol-
icy that will be fair and responsible 
in reporting news of Osage concern; 
to ensure the operational structure 
is sound and the board duties and 
obligations are fulfilled; to review 
advertising rates and policies; and to 
develop fair and reasonable policies 
on campaign advertising to be pub-
lished 60 days prior to filing period.

Osage News editor picked for 
NCAIED ‘40 Under 40’ list

Osage News Editor Shannon 
Shaw Duty is named to the Na-
tional Center for American Indi-
an Enterprise Development’s “40 
Under 40” this year. The honor 
list recognizes Native Americans 
for their community and business 
contributions and achievements 
in Indian County.

Shaw has worked for the Osage 
News since 2007 as a communi-
cations coordinator before the 
newspaper management started 
changing with the 2008 Free 
Press Act. The free press law 
became subject of the Osage Na-
tion’s first Supreme Court case 
under the reformed government. 
During this time, Shaw served as 
interim editor and was hired as editor of the newspaper. 

According to the NCAIED Web site, those selected for the honor are 
among 40 emerging American Indian leaders between the ages of 18 
to 39 who have demonstrated leadership, initiative, and dedication 
to achieve significant contributions in business, communities, and In-
dian Country. 

The “Native American 40 Under 40” Awards will be presented at 
the 37th Annual Indian Progress in Business Awards Gala (INPRO), a 
featured event of RES Oklahoma, Nov. 14-15, at the Hard Rock Hotel 
& Casino in Tulsa.

NCAIED is described as the first national organization solely dedi-
cated to developing American Indian economic self-sufficiency through 
business ownership, its Web site states. The NCAIED board chair-
woman is Margo Gray-Proctor (Osage).

Courtesy Photo / Sherry Stinson

Shannon Shaw

Letters to the Editor 
 If you’d like to submit a letter to the editor, please 
mail it to the Osage News, Attn.: Shannon Shaw, 
619 Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056 or email  
sshaw@osagetribe.org. Letters must be respectful and in-
formative to the reader, and may be edited for grammar, 
clarity and space.
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ON Congress confirms Parris, Stewart for the LLC board
By Benny Polacca 
Osage News

Two certified accountants are now 
serving on the Osage Limited Li-
ability Company (LLC) Board after 
the Third Osage Nation Congress 
confirmed both men on Sept. 10 for 
three-year terms.

Jim Parris (Osage) and David 
Stewart appeared before the Con-
gressional body for confirmation in-
terviews before the votes that day. 
Both men have certified accounting 
credentials and bring years of profes-
sional finance experience to the LLC 
board which launched in 2009.

Parris, of Rio Rancho, N.M., said 
he worked as the first Osage Nation 
controller in 1978 after graduating 
from Oklahoma State University 
that year. He said he helped organize 
the accounting department for the 
tribe. In later years, Parris launched 
his own accounting business. Parris 
has spent the majority of his career 
focusing on the accounting, auditing 
and management of tribal govern-
ments and the federal government. 

“I would like the chance to work 
with the tribe and to assist you all 
in this endeavor,” Parris said during 
his confirmation interview. Regard-
ing the LLC, Parris said: “it looks 
like a real challenge… I’m glad to be 
of service to the tribe in any way I 
can.”

Parris and Stewart join the LLC 
board in wake of criticism of its oper-
ations and reported money losses un-
der the original five-member board. 
Earlier this year, Charles Maker 
and Howard “Skip” Iba left the board 
when their terms expired. The LLC 
came under scrutiny for various is-
sues including: the number of Osag-
es hired under the LLC umbrella of 
subsidies; out-of-state business part-
nerships; questions of whether the 
LLC will create more jobs for area 
Osages; and money losses which to-
taled $5.7 million at 2011’s end.

Congressional Speaker Raymond 
Red Corn asked Parris what he sees 
as challenges for the LLC in the next 
six months. Parris said: “I believe 
they’ve gotten spread too thin with 
the resources that they have devoted 
to management. My initial reaction 
was that ‘you can’t possibly expect 
the tribe to keep throwing money at 
this when you’re losing money at this 
pace and to go back to the Congress 
and ask for more money when you 
continue to have losses being report-
ed on the books.’”

“I think there’s a lot of opportuni-
ties to deal with these different com-
panies, we need to narrow the focus 
where they’re more manageable,” 
Parris said. “As a board member we 
have to really expect the staff at the 
LLC to do their job in a way that is 
effective and we need to be more on 
top of what’s going on.”

Regarding job opportunities, Par-
ris said the LLC subsidy Osage Man-
hattan Builders is starting an intern 
program targeting Osages who may 
learn more about the construction 

business. Parris said he prefers LLC 
invest with more companies around 
the area that could provide opportu-
nities to Osages living close by trade 
management training. 

David Stewart joins the LLC board 
after spending more than 10 years 
serving as the CEO of Cherokee Na-
tion Businesses, LLC. During his 
tenure, Stewart expanded and grew 
gaming revenues from $75 million 
to $500 million. In addition, Stew-
art led negotiations with the State of 
Oklahoma to bring a Gaming Com-
pact allowing Class III gaming.  It 
was successfully approved by a vote 
of the people in 2004.

Congressman RJ Walker asked 
Stewart how his Cherokee Nation 
experience would help the Osage 
LLC.

Stewart responded: “My experi-
ence is you really have to do business 
with good business practices first to 
make money to make it sustainable 
and then integrate at the same time 
the philosophy of the tribe to create 
jobs and that’s a philosophical direc-
tive that we need to see from you in 
order to run the businesses… You as 
a tribe need to tell the business unit 
‘is our first priority to create jobs? 

Is our first priority to make money? 
How much money do we want to in-
vest to create jobs?’ So all of those 
things have to be pretty well defined 
otherwise you have a business that’s 
just out there.”

“I’ve seen quite a bit that worked, 
didn’t work so what I’m going to try 
and do is to bring that experience 
into the board level,” Stewart said.

Congressman John Jech asked 
Stewart if the LLC could turn the 
business around without capital con-
tributions. The Congress has previ-
ously given $16.5 million to the LLC 
in several appropriation bills since 
2009. Earlier this year, the Second 
ON Congress did not consider an ap-
propriation request from the LLC 
during the Hun-Kah Session.

“We have a plan that is going to 
provide more focus, more direction to 
management in a way that we feel 
they can be successful,” said Stew-
art. “You don’t want to just walk 
away from all those businesses so 
there may be some additional capital 
that we need to have to put several 
people into place and consolidate all 
that and take what we have and go 
forward in a positive way. So we’re 
doing that right now, we’re trying to 
figure out where the company is to-
day, how much it’s going to take for 
us to capitalize on what’s been done 
and do it in a way we can see day-
light and make money.”

Parris was confirmed with eight 
“yes” votes and one “no” vote from 
Jech. Stewart was confirmed with 
nine unanimous “yes” votes. Con-
gress members John Free, Shannon 
Edwards and John Maker were ab-
sent that day.

Stewart and Parris join current 
LLC board members Mary “Liz” 
Ricketts, Paul Bruce and Jonathan 
Taylor.

Photo by Benny Polacca/Osage News

Jim Parris (Osage) meets with the Third 
Osage Nation Congress on Sept. 10 dur-
ing his confirmation interview to serve on 
the Osage LLC board.

Photo by Benny Polacca/Osage News

David Stewart meets with the Third Osage 
Nation Congress on Sept. 10 during his 
confirmation interview to serve on the 
Osage LLC board.
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Fairfax Residents Protest
–Continued from Page 5

elders and youth, a lot of people can’t 
drive and we have a high diabetes 
rate.”

Congressional sessions may be ex-
tended up to three days if at least 
eight members sign a written approv-
al for the extension. By the session’s 
end there weren’t enough signatures 
to extend the session so it wrapped.

Disappointed by the proposal re-
ception, protestor Johnna Johnson 
(Osage) said: “The problem is no one 
here knows the struggles we get in 
not having a grocery store.” 

Ponca said she travels out of town 
a few times each week to go grocery 
shopping to avoid buying perishable 
foods in bulk. Fairfax has the Red 
Devil convenience store and a Dol-
lar General which sells some gro-
cery items, but Ponca notes they’re 
stocked with less nutritious foods in-
cluding macaroni and cheese, potato 
chips, Vienna sausages, candy and 
ramen noodles.

Also in attendance was former 
Oklahoma Sen. J. Berry Harrison 
who offered to sit on the proposed 
four-member Four Winds board. 
Other residents offering to serve are 
Conner, Cecelia Tallchief and Mary 
Jo Webb.

Principal Chief John Red Eagle ar-
rived at the chambers shortly after 
the protesters did and informed Con-
ner that his office also did research 
on a grocery store operation and met 
with two grocery distributors. Red 
Eagle invited Conner to a Thursday 
Sept. 4 meeting at his office to dis-
cuss the issue, adding: “we’re willing 
to work with you.”

According to his study estimate, 
Red Eagle said the cost for starting 
a grocery store would be $200,000, 
but that does not include buying or 
or replacing the store equipment in 
the building including freezers and 
refrigerators. The store equipment’s 
workability status was unknown.

Congressional Speaker Raymond 
Red Corn said the grocery store 
proposals would be considered dur-
ing the Thursday meeting with the 
Executive Branch. “If providing to 
Fairfax is the objective, We want 
something that is sustainable, we 
have to have something there that’s 
absolutely viable.”

The Nation owns the Palace build-
ing and the Executive Branch is mar-
keting the building for new prospects 
after the Osage Limited Liability 
Company (Osage LLC) transferred 
the store’s title back to the Nation in 
July. The LLC started running the 
store after the LLC’s 2008 launch, 
but sold it to Barnsdall grocer Rick 
Parker in 2010 amid money losses. 
The LLC then began foreclosure pro-
ceedings against Parker when he 
also started having money problems. 
As part of the foreclosure process, 
the store was sold at the March auc-
tion with the LLC buying the store 
back for $397,679.

The scheduled meeting occurred 
after this edition of the Osage News 
went to press. The newspaper will 
report any updates available online 
at www.osagenews.org and in next 
month’s edition.

Fitness Center Renovated
–Continued from Page 3

the ceiling was removed and air conditioning units were added. Also, the 
inside of the building was painted. 

“There was some concerns about mold but no visible mold was found,” 
Cass said. “We made sure when we did repairs there was no room for mold 
to grow.” 

There will be a second renovation to address restroom space and other is-
sues that are necessary to make it a more inviting fitness center. 

Currently, all the fitness equipment is being brought out of storage and set 
up in the fitness center. However, the facility would not reopen until after 
this issue of the Osage News went to press.

said the Five-Man Board agreed to 
the $990,000 reduction and the bill 
was amended to that amount.

Mason said initial design work on 
the arbor has cost $40,000 so far, 
meaning $510,000 of the initial ar-
bor appropriation is unspent. That 
money plus the latest $990,000 ap-
propriation totals $1.5 million for 
the roundhouse arbor project.

After ONCA 12-101’s reduction, 
inquiries on the proposed restrooms 
continued. The estimated cost of the 
restrooms is just under $360,000, 
Cass said. The restrooms included 
air conditioning, but the number of 
toilets raised eyebrows of those at 
the Sept. 17 meeting.

Todd said the restrooms would 
have 26 toilets with 13 for both men 
and woman in addition to sinks and 
showers. He said the cost is based on 
an actual project his firm bid for in 
Tulsa.  

Linda Heskett, Grayhorse Dis-
trict, said her community would raise 

Grayhorse Arbor Bill Passes
–Continued from Page 7

money to build the restrooms, but 
told the Congressional culture com-
mittee they wanted the arbor first. 
“I don’t care about the bathrooms, 
I don’t care about the decorations, 
I don’t care about the pavement, I 
want that arbor first. If we have to 
do a fundraiser, whatever we need to 
do, we’ll do it,” she said.

Cynthia Cass Pradmore said she 
felt the restroom cost was still ex-
pensive despite the number of toi-
lets proposed. “If we have to go out 
there and raise money, we’ll do it,” 
she said.

ONCA 12-101 passed with 11 
unanimous votes and one absence 
from Congressman William “Kugee” 
Supernaw on Sept. 25. 

The current Grayhorse arbor was 
built in 1964 after a 1962 fire de-
stroyed the previous roundhouse 
dance structure.

Osage Minerals Council
Negotiated Rule Making Open Meetings

 October 22 & 23 November 13 & 14
 9 a.m.-6 p.m. 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Osage Event Center
951 West 36th Street North • Tulsa, OK 74127

(918) 669-7614

December 13 & 14 ~ 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Wah Zha Zhi Cultural Center

627 Grandview Avenue • Pawhuska, OK 74056
(918) 287-5538

 
To make reservations,  please contact:

Eddie Streater, Designated Federal Officer
Bureau of Indian Affairs

Wewoka Agency
P.O. Box 1540

Seminole, OK 74818
T: (405) 303-2701   |    F: (405) 257-3875

Email: osageregneg@bia.gov
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Drent confirmed as second ON Supreme Court Chief Justice
By Benny Polacca 
Osage News

The Third Osage Nation Congress 
confirmed Meredith Drent for the 
ON Supreme Court Chief Justice 
position on Sept. 12. She is the Na-
tion’s second Chief Justice for the 
High Court and will serve a two-year 
term.

Drent was appointed as Supreme 
Court Associate Justice when the 
2006 reformed government launched 
and she was retained by popular vote 
in the 2010 General Election. Drent 
(Osage) fills the Chief Justice seat af-
ter her predecessor, Charles Lohah, 
stepped down due to health reasons 
earlier this year.

Principal Chief John Red Eagle 
appointed Drent to the Chief Justice 
seat subject to Congressional confir-
mation. 

During her confirmation interview 
with Congress, Drent said: “The 
court is still in its developmental 
stages, there are still many, many 
opportunities for the tribe and for 
the community to experience the 
court. I hope I have this opportunity 
to move this court forward, build on 
the foundation that Chief Justice Lo-
hah had set and develop a court that 
is responsive to the community, that 
distributes justice to those who come 
before it, to apply the laws and rules 
of the Osage Nation… I really hope 
that we have a good relationship, 
this is not a one-branch show. For 
the court to work properly, we need 
the input of the executive (branch), 
we need the input of Congress, we’re 
going to need your help and support.”

Congresswoman Maria Whitehorn 
asked Drent how she interpreted 
“the relationship between the 1906 
Act as inserted in the Osage Nation 
Constitution and if you see any con-
flict or problem between the two to 
the detriment of the Osage people.”

In her response, Drent said: “I do 
not see a conflict between the two. 
Now because this is such a unique 
situation where we have this federal 
legislation, we have a tribal govern-
ment that was created by the people 

themselves. I think there is a bal-
ance that must be struck. We have 
to be responsive to the 1906 Act be-
cause that is a governing law that we 
are all bound by. So we want to be 
able to take a look at that particu-

lar law, what issues it impacts, and 
we want to take a look at the tribe’s 
laws itself and then figure out where 
does the law take us and that is ulti-
mately where the court’s goal is to go 
where the law takes it.”

Whitehorn also asked if the Na-
tion lacks laws impacting the tribal 
court’s judicial process, to which 
Drent responded: “yes,” stating a 
lack of laws to help process cases in a 
timely manner could cause a backlog 
of cases going through the judicial 
process. “A person should be able to 
come before the court and feel that 
the court met its needs and the court 
was responsive,” Drent said.

Several other Congress members 
praised Drent for her experience, tal-
ent and interest in giving back to the 
Osage community. “She’s an exam-
ple to me and we need to encourage 
that and to respect the movement 
she’s making,” said Congressman 
Geoffrey Standing Bear.

Congressional Speaker Ray-
mond Red Corn said the Legislative 
Branch would be receptive to sugges-
tions from Drent and other Judicial 
Branch representatives to create 
laws for a better judicial process. 
Later during the Sept. 12 session, 
Congress unanimously confirmed 

Drent as Supreme Court Chief Jus-
tice.

Born in Pawhuska, Drent is a 
graduate of the Arizona State Uni-
versity Sandra Day O’Connor Col-
lege of Law and an alumna of its 
nationally-recognized Indian Legal 
Program. Her experience includes 
several years of practice with vari-
ous California-based law firms spe-
cializing exclusively in Indian Law.

The Osage Nation Supreme Court 
has considered only one case since 
it was established in 2006. The case 
concerned the constitutionality of 
the 2008 Independent Press Act 
in which then-Principal Chief Jim 
Gray sued the First Osage Nation 
Congress, citing injury from the law 
before the law was adopted. The case 
was brought before the Osage High 
Court in August of 2009.

The Supreme Court ruled against 
Gray, reversed the lower court’s opin-
ion and said that Gray or any subse-
quent chief does not have the right to 
sue the Osage Nation Congress over 
the constitutionality of a law with-
out successfully showing an injured 
party. Drent wrote and delivered the 
opinion in December of 2009.

Photo by Benny Polacca/Osage News

Meredith Drent meets with the Third 
Osage Nation Congress on Sept. 12 for 
her confirmation interview for the sec-
ond ON Supreme Court Chief Justice seat. 
The Congress voted to confirm Drent for a 
two-year term that day. 

ON Executive Branch hosts Hulah Lake community meeting
By Jacelle Ramon-Sauberan 
Osage News

The Osage tribe and its commu-
nity members are coming together to 
put the former Wah-Sha-She State 
Park back on the map.

“The Wah-Sha-She State Park is 
an exciting prospect for the Osage 
Nation,” said Raymond Lasley, 
Osage Nation Executive Advisor of 
Programs.

The Oklahoma state government 
shut down the park last year which 
borders Hulah Lake northeast of 
Pawhuska near Copan. Despite the 
closure, area residents, including 
Osages, enjoy their recreational time 
at the park and some of them en-

couraged the Nation to take over the 
maintenance.

On Sept. 11, Osage Nation Princi-
pal Chief John Red Eagle, Assistant 
Chief Scott BigHorse and 50 commu-
nity members gathered for a meeting 
to discuss Hulah Lake. 

“I thought it was a good discus-
sion,” said Christy Tayrien (Osage 
and Iowa). “It was pretty open forum 
for every to discuss all of their con-
cerns and comments.”

The 1,100-acre park in northeast-
ern Osage County was one seven 
state parks closed last year due to 
state government budget cuts. 

The state’s Tourism and Recre-
ation Department partnered with 

some local entities to take over those 
affected parks. However, Wah-Sha-
She State Park closed last October. 

It reopened in late May when the 
Osage Nation assumed control of 
the state park after Chief Red Eagle 
signed a contract with the U.S. Army 
Crops of Engineers to maintain the 
park. 

“I was disappointed when the park 
closed,” Tayrien said. “The park has 
a storm shelter and when the park 
was closed community members did 
not have access to it.”

Tayrien and other residents are 

See hulah lake meeting
—Continued  on Page 13
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Bath salts a growing concern in Osage county 
By Jacelle Ramon-Sauberan 
Osage News

The bizarre zombie-like attacks of 
people eating human flesh as well as 
dogs across the globe have left people 
wondering if a Zombie Apocalypse is 
underway or are these individuals 
simply insane. 

Majority of the attacks all have to 
do with Bath Salts, a class of syn-
thetic chemicals that are stimulants 
and similar to amphetamine. It can 
cause individuals to be aggressive, 
violent, agitated, wound up and can 
even cause hallucination. 

“There is so much confusion about 
bath salts,” said Scott Schaeffer, 
director of the Oklahoma Poison 
Control Center. “People think indi-
viduals are snorting bath salts like 
the ones you put in the bathtub but 
really the packaging is just trying to 
fool people.” 

Schaeffer said he has seen the 
class of drugs sold as insect repel-
lents, plant fertilizer and cell phone 
screen cleaners. 

“It comes in a crystal or powder 
form which can be snorted, smoked 
or injected,” he said. “There is a 
strong urge for people to try it a sec-
ond time because of the rush they 
feel - it is very rapidly addicting.”

The Osage Nation Drug Free Team 
is planning to work with the Osage 
County Drug Task Force to get more 
information out to the community. 
An ON department handling drug is-
sues has yet to see any cases involv-
ing bath salts but is researching the 
issue for any future reference.

People are able to buy bath salts 
at locally-owned convenient stores, 
smoke shops and online. 

“You can buy bath salts in the state 
of Oklahoma,” said Travis Harris, 
a Drug Task Force Investigator for 
Oklahoma’s District 10 (Osage and 
Pawnee counties). “I came across a 
kid recently who bought some from a 
convenient store in Bartlesville.” 

Bath-salts-direct.com is one of 
several Web sites where you can buy 
bath salts. 

The Web site states, “Bath salts 

are widely spread nowadays among 
many people. What can be better 
than taking a wonderful bath filled 
with this magical salt after a stress-
ful day at work? As a result you get a 
miraculous relaxation! You’ll feel as 
if you have just been reborn. Filled 
with energy you will be ready for the 
further work and activities. All you 
have to do is to put a handful of this 
magical bath salts into the water 
and breathe in its energetic and re-
vitalizing aromas. Dip into a world 
where you are free from everyday 
problems.”

Some of the names on the bath 
salt packages include “Mind Candy,” 
“Space Trips Ultra,” “Xtacy Ultra” 
and “Am-Hi-Co Doves Ultra.” They 
come in power blends or pills. 

It is not FDA-approved and it 
states on the packaging, “not for hu-
man consumption,” Harris said re-
ferring to the federal Food and Drug 
Administration. The FDA is respon-
sible for making sure food and drugs 
are safe and effective for human 
consumption and regulating tobacco 
products. 

“The stores that are purchasing 
this stuff are getting a letter from 
the distributor saying it is legal,” he 
added. 

On Nov. 1, 2011, approximately 
250 different synthetic chemicals 

found in bath salts were outlawed 
through Senate Bill 919, according to 
a press release from the Oklahoma 
Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous 
Drugs Control. 

“Ten more drugs were banned last 
month,” Schaeffer said. “But we have 
just hit the tip of the iceberg – these 
are a class of drugs that are being 
imported and they are something we 
have not seen in the U.S. before.” 

However, every time a state out-
laws a chemical a new chemical is 
introduced, Harris said. 

“It is not a standard drug like 
meth, cocaine or marijuana,” he said. 
“They all have the same molecu-
lar compound and just because one 
batch is made one way doesn’t mean 
the next batch will be made the same 
way.” 

District 10 Drug Task Force and 
the State of Oklahoma both said 
they are going to do everything they 
can to fight the problem. 

“The main problem we are having 
is we have to adjust for each case,” 
Harris said. “We have to monitor the 
situation and adjust accordingly.” 

According to Harris, individuals 
can be charged with consuming in-
toxicants in public if caught using 

Courtesy photo by bigthink.com

Bath salts are identified as a new substance abuse method, according to drug abuse 
experts. 

Osage Nation 
Language  
Department 
wins award
By Jacelle Ramon-Sauberan 
Osage News

The National Indian Educa-
tion Association is honoring the 
Osage Nation Language De-
partment for its Osage language 
teaching and preservation ef-
forts.

The ON Language Depart-
ment is a recipient of the 
William Demmert Cultural 
Freedom Award for their efforts 
to preserve and revitalize the 
Osage language among Osages 
of all ages. 

“It is something positive for 
the department and it’s encour-
aging that we are being recog-
nized,” said Herman “Mogri” 
Lookout, director of the Osage 
Nation Language Department.

Lookout said he was surprised 
when he heard about the award 
and is happy to see the depart-
ment recognized on a national 
level. 

“We are doing everything we 
can to (preserve) our language,” 
he said. “I’d like to be one of the 
tribes talked about in books like 
the Creeks and Hualapai some-
day.”

Dr. Star Yellowfish, NIEA 
board member, nominated the 
ON Language Department for 
the award. 

“I heard Emmary Elizando 
say a prayer in Osage in front 
of hundred people at a powwow 
and I was moved by it,” she said. 
“I also nominated the depart-
ment because I have heard the 
Osage language spoken outside 

See language award
—Continued  on Page 32 See language award

—Continued  on Page 13
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happy to see the Osage Nation man-
aging the park. 

“The state never planned anything 
at the park and it is nice to see the 

tribe trying to do something with the 
park,” Tayrien said. 

At the meeting, Lasley expressed 
his idea of having various cultural 

activities at the park. He also would 
like to see Nation departments host-
ing events at the park. 

Other ideas included archery 
events, holiday activities, fishing 
and hunting contests and a natural-
ist group. 

The main concerns of the meeting 
were the park’s fees, means of pay-
ment and advertising. Currently, 
there is a $20 fee with a $6 discount 
for Osage tribal members, veterans 
and people with disabilities. How-
ever, at Copan Lake the fees are less.  

Also, the park only accepts cash 
and residents believe there should 
be other ways to pay. 

“Chief Red Eagle and I are looking 
into lowering the fees and purchas-
ing a portable debit card machine,” 
Lasley said. 

As for advertising, community 
members feel that not everyone 
knows that the park is open again. 

“I knew when the tribe opened the 
park but it was pretty much by word 
of mouth,” Tayrien said. 

Rick Geisler, who manages the 
park, hopes that the more commu-
nity events are held at the park, the 
more people are informed the park is 
open. 

“I am looking forward to more 

Hulah Lake Meeting
–Continued from Page 11

Photo by Jacelle Ramon-Sauberan/Osage News

Hulah Lake at the Wah-Sha-She State Park property in northeastern Osage County. 

Photo by Jacelle Ramon-Sauberan/Osage News

The Osage Nation Executive Branch hosts a community meeting at the Wah-Sha-She 
State Park property now maintained by the Nation on Sept. 11. (Left) Raymond Las-
ley, Executive Advisor of Programs, speaks to meeting attendees while Principal Chief 
John Red Eagle stands and listens.

people coming out and enjoying the 
beautiful sunset,” he said. “There 
isn’t a whole lot of water activities 
but there’s a good wildlife atmo-
sphere.” 

On Oct. 6-7 the park will host 
Wah-Sha-She Trade Weekend from 
8 a.m.-4 p.m. The event will have 
various vendors and items for sale. 
Anyone is welcome to come and sell. 

Geisler also mentioned that the 
fish are starting to bite and on Oct. 
20, the park will host a Crappie Fish 
Tournament. 

The tournament is open to adults 
and youth. There will be cash prizes 
and various giveaway items includ-
ing fishing polls and tackle. The 
tournament will have a weigh-in at 
4 p.m. 

“We are providing a needed ser-
vice to the community and meets 
with Chief Red Eagle’s goal of unity,” 
Lasley said. 

The Nation is planning on having 
quarterly meetings at Hulah Lake 
with community members. 

For more information on events 
call Rick Geisler at (918) 798-4295 or 
on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
hulah.lake.

bath salts, but the charge is equal to 
someone huffing paint. 

“We are continually getting infor-
mation on it but we are going to need 
help from the pubic as well,” he said. 

Osage Nation TASC Coordinator, 
Randy Kidder said he has not seen 
any clients admitted to be addicted 
to Bath Salts yet. Kidder’s program 
– Treatment Alternative to Street 
Crime – provides information on 
substance abuse prevention and out-
patient treatment services. 

“I’m sure the bigger towns already 
have a problem,” Kidder said. “It will 
eventually get to the smaller towns 

so we want to be ready for it – I have 
a couple of counselors researching 
the problem at this time.” 

If you are dealing with someone 
who believed to be on bath salts it is 
best to stay away from them and call 
for help. 

The Oklahoma Poison Control 
Center has medical professionals 
available 24/7 at 1-800-222-1222 or 
people can call the Osage County 
Sheriff’s Office at 918-287-3535.

The Osage Nation TASC program 
is online at: www.osagetribe.com/
tasc.

Bath Salts Concern
–Continued from Page 12

Letters to the Editor If you’d like to submit a letter to the editor, 
please mail it to the Osage News, Attn.: Shannon Shaw, 619 Kihekah, 
Pawhuska, OK 74056 or email sshaw@osagetribe.org. Letters must be 
respectful and informative to the reader, and may be edited for gram-
mar, clarity and space.
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Osage Nation Police Department
purchases ten new patrol cars
By Jacelle Ramon-Sauberan 
Osage News

Ten new black Osage Nation Po-
lice Department patrol cruisers can 
now be seen on the streets of Osage 
County. 

“So far we have been impressed 
with the cars,” ON Police Chief Nick 
Williams said of the four-door Chev-
rolet Caprices which now patrol the 
Nation’s jurisdiction. 

The full-size sedan includes a 
6-speed transmission with rear-
wheel drive, front cloth bucket seats 
sculptured for gun belts with high 
wear fabric and a seat back security 
panel. 

Each cruiser has eight air bags, a 
rollover sensing system, speedome-
ter certified to 160 mph and can seat 
three or four prisoners. 

“We are trying to improve our ap-
pearance and let the community 
know they have a law enforcement 
agency,” Williams said. 

The ON Police Department re-
ceived the cars at the end of July. 

The cars each have a different de-
cal unlike the old ON police cars. The 
new decal includes the Osage Nation 
seal, a red hand with two feathers, 
the Osage orthography for “Osage 
Soldier” and an arrow. 

“The red hand shows our support 
on our Native American side,” Wil-
liams said. “The arrow and the Osage 
orthography shows we are a Native 

American entity - a Native American 
police department,” Williams said. 

Also, the “Osage Nation Police” 
decal is black unlike the older cars, 
which are bright green and yellow. 

“We’ve had people say they can’t 
tell it is a police car and that is kind 
of the point,” said ON Officer Nick 
Silva. “It allows us to be low-profile 
when we are patrolling areas like the 
casinos.” 

The overall cost was $359,854.29, 
which included the vehicle, equip-
ment and installation. The equip-
ment included cages, gun racks, 
computer mounts, police radio, radar 
system, push bumper and adjustable 
console. 

“I love our new cars,” Silva said. 
“I’ve driven different police cars and 
this the best one so far.” 

The old cars were very basic and 
looked like stock models anyone 
could buy off a car lot Silva said. He 
added that the old cars didn’t have a 
cage or much foot room. 

The Chevrolet Caprice was dis-
continued in 1996 but Chevrolet re-
leased the Caprice PPV cop car in 
late 2011. 

“General Motors got feedback from 
police chiefs and officers across the 
Nation on what they needed in a car 
to fit their needs,” said Danny Beck 
of Danny Beck Chevrolet in Tulsa. 
“They took the feedback and now the 

Caprice is one of the best police cars 
out there.” 

Beck was the successful bidder for 
the ON Police cars. 

Another popular feature is Chev-
rolet designed the door opening to be 
wider for officers to get in and out of 
the vehicle very easy. Beck said it is 
a big safety issue and is something 
officers look for in a vehicle. 

“If you are an officer and someone 
is shooting at you, you want to be 
able to get in or out of the car very 
fast,” Beck said. “In the Caprice you 
can do that unlike other competitor 
cop cars.”

Williams and Silva have both re-
ceived positive feedback from Osage 
and non-Osage citizens about the 
cars. 

They have even had different po-
lice agencies from various states 
come and look at the cars. 

“A lot of other agencies are envious 
of the new cars and the equipment 
we have,” Silva said. 

The ON Police Department plays 
to keep some of the old police cars for 
inclement weather and hopes to do-
nate the rest to smaller law enforce-
ment agencies. 

“We want to build a rapport with 
other agencies and get in good stand-
ing with them,” Williams said.  

The ON Police Department plans 
to do monthly vehicle and uniform 
inspections. They also are hoping to 
purchase more cars. 

“We are very proud of our vehicles 
and we are very gracious that the 
Osage Nation Congress allocated 
funds to match our federal funds to 
allow these purchases,” Williams 
said.

Photo by Jacelle Ramon-Sauberan/Osage News

The Osage Nation Police Department purchased 10 new patrol vehicles which arrived 
in late July.

Want the scoop on all the news? More photos and video?
www.osagenews.org
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ON Gaming Enterprise 
Board elects its officers
By Benny Polacca 
Osage News

The Osage Nation Gaming Enter-
prise Board elected its officers dur-
ing its Aug. 22 meeting with Stacy 
Laskey voted as chairwoman.

Amid board structure changes 
from last year, Laskey served as in-
terim chairwoman and presided over 
the gaming board as its body expand-
ed from three to five members per 
ON Congressional legislation. The 
board elections come as the Nation 
prepares to improve its seven-casino 
gaming venture with Ponca City and 
Skiatook slated for new hotel/ casino 
projects. Construction on those proj-
ects is expected to begin this year.

According to the gaming board of-
ficer election results, Laskey (Osage) 
was elected chairwoman; Randy 
Carnett is vice chairman; and Candy 
Thomas (Osage) is secretary/ trea-
surer.

The remaining two gaming board 
members are Aaron Bighorse (Osage) 
and Ralph Haymond Jr. (Pawnee/ 
Otoe).  

In a written statement, Laskey 

said: “The election was a long time 
coming, due to the changes in the 
board structure, the process of bring-
ing new board members up to speed, 
Congressional elections, and a Board 
meeting with the full quorum of the 
Board. I am looking forward to the 
upcoming year, the possibilities, and 
opportunities to really make a differ-
ence.  Due to the current unprece-
dented growth of Osage Casinos, the 
time required of the Board members 
can be taxing. I believe the experi-
ence and accessibility Mr. Carnett 
and Mrs. Thomas bring to the Board, 
will spread out the work flow, and 
bring us to a new level of involve-
ment.”

Carnett also commented: “I be-
lieve this election of Board officers 
represents a new era for the Osage 
Nation Gaming Enterprise. It is a 
privilege to serve and we believe we 
can assist in better defining the role 
and responsibilities of the Board, 
fulfilling its Constitutional mandate 
and providing a foundation that will 
serve to protect the Nation’s interest 
far beyond our tenure.”

Osage News file photo 

The Osage Nation’s Gaming Enterprise Board pose for a photo during an October 2011 
meeting. (l to r) Aaron Bighorse, Stacy Laskey, Candy Thomas and Randy Carnett.

Courtesy photo by Osage Casino

Concept design of the Skiatook Osage Casino. The property will also have a 33-
room hotel with project completion expected to last one year.

Osage Casino, tribal  
officials break ground on 
Skiatook hotel and casino
By Benny Polacca 
Osage News

A cool rainy fall morning proved to be no match for Osage Casino 
and tribal government officials who celebrated the groundbreaking for 
the Skiatook hotel and casino project.

Amid the Sept. 26 morning showers, Osage Casino officials set up a 
white tent west of the current Skiatook casino where a sandbox with 
shovels was set up for the ceremony. Once completed next year, the 
Skiatook property will have a larger casino with a 33-room hotel and 
amenities such as a fitness center, pool, convenience store and restau-
rant.

Osage Casino CEO Neil Cornelius describes the project as one that 
will change the area “in a way that has not been possible before in 
Skiatook.” He said the casino would encourage tourism and strengthen 
and encourage relationships and partnerships with the town and its 
residents.

The groundbreaking announcement comes after the Osage County 
Commission approved a land-rezoning request for the property. On 
Sept. 17, the commission voted to rezone the land from agriculture/ 
residential use to commercial.

The rezoning for the hotel land was needed because the 40-acre 
parcel for it is not on land held in federal trust. Kimberly Pearson, 
an Osage Casino executive, said the 8-acre land parcel for casino con-
struction does not require county action since the land is already held 
in trust for gaming use.

See skiatook hotel and Casino
—Continued  on Page 32
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Historic Preservation 
Office hosts trip to 
Fort Leonard Wood
Osage News

The Osage Nation Historic Preservation Office hosted its first ever educa-
tional trip to Fort Leonard Wood, Mo. Aug. 20-23 for Osages interested in 
learning about the tribe’s history in the region.

The group of approximately 20 people traveled to Missouri to experience 
and learn about the region’s cultural history related to the Osage people. 
Osage Heritage sites are often associated with oral tradition and origin 
stories, hunting or migration trails, gathering areas, habitation sites with 
structures, artifacts, petroglyphs or pictographs, burial or massacre sites, 
among many other types of culturally important places.

The group visited Fort Leonard Wood and braved the area’s rugged terrain 
as it explored outdoor sites including: Millers Cave, Sadies Cave, Lohraff 
Cave, Laughlin Mounds and Stone Mill Spring.

Osage News photographer Chalene Toehay attended the trip and captured 
these images of the group participating in the trip activities. See more pho-
tos online on the Osage News Flickr page.

NEXT PAGE, TOP: Steve Ahler (far left) gives some history on the Miller Cave to the 
participants on Aug. 21. 

NEXT PAGE, LEFT: Tracey Moore (left) and Donna Barrone take in the sites behind them 
during their stay at Fort Leonard on Aug. 22. 

NEXT PAGE, RIGHT: (L to R) Joe Don Brave, Joe Tillman, James Lambertus, and John 
Maker pose for a picture while taking in the sites at Fort Leonard Wood on Aug. 22.

All photos by
Chalene Toehay/Osage News

Dr. Andrea Hunter, director of the Historic Preservation Office, views rock art at the 
Miller Cave location on Aug. 21.

The Osage Nation Historic Preservation Office went to Fort Leonard Wood, Mo. to visit 
some of the Osage-affiliated sites on Aug. 21. Their first stop was at the John B. Ma-
haffey Museum Complex to get some history lessons before the trip began.
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 The participants get to see a burial cave 
by the Miller Cave in Fort Leonard Wood 
that is covered with a steel fence on Aug. 
21. 

The Miller Cave Complex was the first lo-
cation the participants explored during 
their stay at Fort Leonard Wood on Aug. 
21. 
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Photo by Benny Polacca/Osage News

Local government and Osage tribal leaders joined Pawhuska area business people 
and Tri County Technology Center officials for an Aug. 21 open house of the Pawhuska 
Business Development Center. The facility immediately west of the Pawhuska Indian 
Village provides classroom and industrial bay space. Osage Nation Congressman RJ 
Walker (second from left) helps cut the ribbon for the grand opening. The develop-
ment center was built thanks to matching grants including a contribution from the 
Osage Nation.

Osage woman writes novel on captivity during 1820s
Ruby Murray wins 
recognition for her 
writings around U.S. 
By Jacelle Ramon-Sauberan 
Osage News

Osage writer Ruby Murray is mak-
ing her mark in Oregon, Washington 
State, Oklahoma and Wyoming. 

Murray was selected to read from 
her novel in progress, The Heart 
Stays People at a Celebration of 
Washington Artists on Sept. 7 at the 
Washington State Convention Cen-
ter in Seattle. 

“The book reading was inspiring,” 
she said. “About 50 people attended 
according to the Artist Trust – In ad-
dition to the reading, an excerpt was 
posted and it was good to see people 
pausing to read my story.” 

The event featured the work of 
nearly 200 films, literary and visual 
artists who have graduated from Art-
ist Trust’s EDGE Professional Devel-
opment Program since 2003. Murray 
participated in the program in 2010. 

Murray’s novel is progress is set 
in the 1820’s. It explores the lives of 
Osage children who were taken cap-
tive when the Cherokees were raid-
ing Osage territory. 

Murray said it is interested in 
what it was like for those children in 
that chaotic time. 

“Children always want to be with 
their parents, and they do what they 
have to in order to survive,” she said. 
“Captivity narratives about whites 
captured by Indians were very popu-
lar in the 18th and 19th centuries, 
but there has been little attention 
paid to the inverse situation.”

She first became interested and in-
spired to write about Osage captives 
when she heard the stories from her 
father.

“I began gathering research and 
interviewing people at least 10 years 
ago,” she said. “I took an intensive 

writing project with novelist Jane 
Vandenburgh through 2011, which 
gave me the form of the novel.”  

Murray is a licensed counselor 
who studied anthropology at the 
University of Texas and Marriage & 
Family Therapy at the University of 
San Francisco. 

She’s written news stories for trib-
al, regional and daily newspapers. 
Murray’s essays focusing on loss 
have appeared in American Ghost: 
Poets on life after Industry, Oregon 
Humanities Magazine and National 
Public Radio. 

She has been awarded residencies 
at Hypatia-in-the-Woods and Playa 
for her novel-in-progress. Hypatia-
in-the-Woods and Playa is a retreat 
center for women in the Arts, Aca-
deme and business fields. 

Her story, Children of the Forest, 
features an excerpt from The Heart 
Stays People.  It won first place in 
the historical novel category at the 
2012 Oklahoma Writers’ Federation 
Inc. (OWFI). 

Murray also received an honorable 
mention at the 2012 Rising Star Cre-
ative Writing Competition for Joy 
Among the Angels, an excerpt from 
The Heart Stays People.

The competition is sponsored by 

the University of Oregon and draws 
submissions from Oregon, Idaho and 
Washington in poetry, fiction and lit-
erary nonfiction in three age catego-
ries.

Most recently, the Jentel Artist 
Residency Program awarded Mur-
ray a 4-week fellowship. Murray will 
travel to Jentel in October which is 
located 20-miles southwest of Sheri-
dan, Wyo., on a working cattle ranch. 

“Jentel provides communal space 
designated for research, recreation, 
food preparation and dining…here 
artists and writers experience un-
fettered time to allow for thoughtful 
reflection and meditation on the cre-
ative process in a setting that pre-
serves the agricultural and historical 
integrity of the land,” according to a 
news release. 

Murray hesitates to predict when 
her novel will be finished. She said 
she is revising it and is interested in 

making the story as beautiful as pos-

sible. 

“I am grateful to be able to share 

my perspective and the stories I have 

heard,” she said. “We, Osages, have 

a powerful story. Many Osage have 

been very generous with me, and I 

want to honor that. I think the more 

tribal voices speaking, the better.”  

Murray’s grandmother is the late 

Jennie Mae Murray, and her father 

is the late Ted Murray, who born in 

Pawhuska. 

In recent years, she has visited 

her cousin David Arthur Murray in 

Bartlesville. She is also related to 

Leonard Maker, and Preston Morrell 

from Hominy. 

Murray currently lives in 

Cathlamet, Wash. 

Courtesy photo

Ruby Murray
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August: Osage County
filming underway in 
Bartlesville, Pawhuska, 
Boulanger home
Osage News

Lights! Camera! Action! Cut!
Area residents and visitors observed 

film crews give some of these commands 
while several spots in Osage and Wash-
ington counties were used as movie sets 
for August: Osage County. 

Crews started filming the movie on 
Sept. 24 at several locations in Bartles-
ville and Pawhuska, spawning several 
movie star sightings in the region.

August: Osage County is based on the 
award-winning Broadway play written 
by Tulsa native Tracy Letts and fea-
tures an all-star cast including Meryl 
Streep, Julia Roberts, Ewan McGregor, 
Juliette Lewis and Chris Cooper. 

Actor George Clooney is also a produc-
er for the movie and was spotted on the 

job as movie crews filmed a scene next 
to the Triangle Building in Pawhuska 
on Sept. 28.

That day, crews, actors and film ex-
tras spent more than six hours at the 
corner of Kihekah and Main Street 
where a bus departure scene was filmed 
featuring actors Cooper and Benedict 
Cumberbatch.

Private security guards and local law 
enforcement authorities surrounding 
the area heavily guarded the intersec-
tion. Curious spectators watched from 
the front of City Hall across the street 
while some took photos hoping for a 
sighting of Clooney or other actors.

A notice from the August: Osage County film crews gives warning that downtown Pawhuska 
will be used for filming on Sept. 28.All photos by Benny Polacca/Osage News

This bus was used for filming a scene in the movie August: Osage County on 
Sept. 28 next to the Triangle Building in Pawhuska.

Actor George Clooney is a producer on the film August: Osage County. He 
works with crews while filming a scene in Pawhuska on Sept. 28.

See august: osage County
—Continued  on Page 22
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Actor Johnny Depp visits Comanche Nation fair

All photos by
Chalene Toehay

Osage News

Osage News

LAWTON – The Comanche Nation 
welcomed actor Johnny Depp who is 
an honorary member of the tribe dur-
ing the tribe’s annual fair parade. 

Depp was named this year’s pa-
rade grand marshal and rode with 
the Sept. 29 parade procession where 
thousands of attendees flocked to see 
the actor starring as Tonto in the 
forthcoming movie The Lone Ranger. 

Comanche Nation and fair officials 
kept Depp’s appearance under wraps 
for the most part. But days before the 
parade, news of Depp’s attendance 
started circulating through word of 
mouth and made its way onto social 
media sites including Facebook. 

The crowd, estimated to be in the 
thousands, caused a traffic jam and 
delayed the parade’s start by one hour. 

Depp rode in two vehicles through 
the procession due to the crowds who 
cheered and several captured Depp’s 
appearance on their cameras and 
cell phones.

During the parade, radio broad-
caster Carla Whiteman (Osage) in-
terviewed Depp who thanked the 
crowd for coming to the fair. 

According to Indian Country To-
day Media Network, Depp was ad-
opted into the Comanche Nation 
by LaDonna Harris, president and 
founder of Americans for Indian Op-
portunity. She sat next to Depp in 
the back of a convertible that cruised 
the parade route.

Depp’s Tonto character is Coman-
che in the Lone Ranger film slated 
for release next year. 

According to IMDb.com, The Lone 
Ranger film description reads: “Na-
tive American spirit warrior Tonto 
recounts the untold tales that trans-
formed John Reid, a man of the law, 
into a legend of justice.”

Osage News photographer Cha-
lene Toehay attended the fair and 
captured these images of Depp rid-
ing in the parade procession.

Johnny Depp attends the 2012 Comanche Nation fair. He was grand marshal of the parade on Sept. 29.

Actor Johnny Depp was recently adopted 
by the Comanche Nation and was the 
grand marshal at the 2012 Comanche 
Nation Fair on Sept. 29. Depp was in the 
backseat of an SUV heading toward the 
front of the parade line up. See more 
August: Osage County and Johnny Depp 
photos on pages 22-27.
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According to the play’s Web site, 
August: Osage County is described 
as a dark comedy with the action 
revolving around the Weston family 
who is forced to confront their reality 
both from their past and their pres-
ent. The plot unfolds over a series of 
weeks in the Weston family home 
outside Pawhuska. 

The film company (August OC 
Films) purchased the historic Bou-
langer home north of Pawhuska for 
the setting to be used in most of the 
movie. Filming starts Oct. 8 and 
stretches into mid-November, ac-
cording to a flyer circulated by the 
film company to area residents. 

So far film crews have filmed other 
scenes around the region in areas in-
cluding: Bad Brad’s BBQ; the Osage 
County Fairgrounds; in front of the 
ON Gaming Commission; at Mc-
Cartney Johnsons Funeral Home; 
and Jane Phillips Medical Center in 
Bartlesville.

First and secondhand reports of 
movie star sightings are keeping 
area people occupied as Facebook 
and casual conversations tell of see-
ing Roberts at a Bartlesville liquor 
store; Clooney at the Osage Casino 
in Bartlesville and JPMC; Lewis at 
Starbucks Coffee and so on.

Got a movie star encounter story 
to share? The Osage News is inter-
ested in hearing from you and using 
photos captured of the encounter. 
Email the newspaper at bpolacca@
osagetribe.org. The film is slated for 
release next year.

August: Osage County
–Continued from Page 20

Photo by Jacelle Ramon-Sauberan/Osage News

AOC funeral home set: McCartney 
Johnsons Funeral Home is one of sev-
eral buildings used for sets in the movie  
August: Osage County.

Photo by Benny Polacca/Osage News

Signs simply reading “AOC” dotted the 
landscape and film crews shot scenes 
around Pawhuska and Bartlesville start-
ing in September.

IMDB
August: Osage County

www.imdb.com/title/tt1322269/

PHOTOS
Watch the Osage News

Flickr feed for more photos!

www.osagenews.org
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Photo by Benny Polacca/Osage News

Actor George Clooney is a producer on the film August: Osage County. He works with crews while filming a scene in Pawhuska on Sept. 28.

August:
Osage County
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Photo by Benny Polacca/Osage News

Film crews, cast members and scene extras work in between takes of shooting the movie August: Osage County in Pawhuska on Sept. 28.

August:
Osage County
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Photo by Benny Polacca/Osage News

Actor Benedict Cumberbatch and Chris Cooper acts a scene during filming of August: 
Osage County in Pawhuska on Sept. 28.

Photo by Benny Polacca/Osage News

Actor Benedict Cumberbatch acts a scene during filming of August: Osage County in 
Pawhuska on Sept. 28.

August:
Osage County
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Photo by Benny Polacca/Osage News

Residents and spectators watch movie crews and actors work on filming August: Osage County in downtown Pawhuska.

August:
Osage County
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Actor Johnny Depp pulls up in front of 
the speaker stand at the Comanche Na-
tion Fair on Sept. 29. Depp spoke on the 
“Indians for Indians” live broadcast radio 
station with Carla Whiteman (Osage).

Actor Johnny Depp speaks on the “Indi-
ans for Indians” live broadcast radio sta-
tion with Carla Whiteman (Osage). Depp 
was grand marshal of the Comanche Na-
tion Fair parade on Sept. 29. 
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Actor Johnny Depp speaks during a live radio show during the Comanche Nation Fair parade on Sept. 29. Depp was interviewed by Carla Whiteman (Osage).
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Osage Sports
Pawhuska 
wins 2012 
Battle of 
the Osages

 
By Jacelle Ramon-Sauberan 
Osage News

The Pawhuska Huskies took home 
bragging rights in this year’s Battle 
of the Osage amid the threat of rain.  

Pawhuska and Hominy football 
fans arrived at Hominy High’s foot-
ball stadium with umbrellas, rain 
jackets and even a canopy to support 
their teams at the annual rivalry 
game on Sept. 14. 

The Huskies and Bucks held their 
ground during the first quarter, 0-0. 

In the second quarter, the Bucks 
tackled the Huskies in the end zone 
for a safety and the lead, 2-0. 

The Huskies had an interception 
just before the end of the second 
quarter. 

“With the game being at home 
we had a little more motivation to 
not only win in front of our fans but 
also get our first win of the season,” 
said Ladd Free, a Pawhuska football 
player. “So for me I thought it was a 
true battle of which team had more 
heart and pride to fight to the end.”

The score at half time was 2-0, Bucks. 
During the third quarter, the Hus-

kies intercepted the ball, but soon 
after fumbled the ball. The Bucks 
recovered the fumble but couldn’t 
manage to score. 

The Huskies made a comeback 
and scored a touchdown with less 
than five minutes to go in the third 

Photo by Jacelle Ramon-Sauberan/Osage News

The Pawhuska Huskies and Hominy Bucks take on each other for the 2012 Battle of the Osage on Sept. 14.

See Battle of the osages
—Continued  on Page 33

See hominy loses season oPener
—Continued  on Page 32

Hominy loses season-opener to Cleveland 48-28 
By Jacelle Ramon-Sauberan 
Osage News

The Hominy Bucks lost their first 
football game of the 2012 season 
against the Cleveland Tigers on Aug. 
30. 

“We didn’t tackle very well in the 
open field and Cleveland did a good 
job of tackling our weaknesses,” said 
Hominy Coach Scott Harmon. 

The Tigers did not waste any time 
during the first quarter as they took 
the lead, 21-0. 

The Tigers continued to dominate 
and by halftime the score was 41-0. 

“The first half of the game didn’t 
turn out the way we expected,” said 
Anthony Kemble, Osage, Hominy 
football player.  

Photo by Jacelle Ramon-Sauberan/Osage News

The Hominy Bucks face off against the Cleveland Tigers in their 2012 football season-
opener during the second quarter. Cleveland won the game 48-28.
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See woodland wins
—Continued  on Page 33

Pawhuska Huskies lose home-opener to Dewey, 53-13
By Jacelle Ramon-Sauberan 
Osage News

The Pawhuska Huskies lost their 
first home football game against the 
Dewey Bulldoggers, 53-13 on Sept. 7. 

The Huskies scored a 95-yard 
touchdown in the first quarter but 
it was no match for the Bulldoggers 
who scored two touchdowns, 14-7. 

Halfway through the second 
quarter the Bulldoggers scored two 
touchdowns within two minutes 
apart. The Huskies fought hard and 
with one minute to go in the second 
quarter scored their final touchdown 
of the night, 27-13. 

Pawhuska Coach Scott Gilkey was 
heated throughout the game and 
kept arguing with the side referee 
about not making the right calls. 
Yellows flag were thrown numerous 
times throughout the first half of the 
game. 

The biggest upset of the night was 
when the center referee called half-
time since the play, which was the 
Bulldoggers’, was no good and the 
clock ran out. 

The Huskies left the field and 
the Bulldoggers coaches began yell-
ing and arguing with the referees. 
The referees deliberated and called 
the Huskies back on the field even 
though they were already in their 
locker room.  

Gilkey began arguing with the 
referees and was given a yellow flag 
before the Huskies came back to fin-
ish the last play. The play ended up 
being an incomplete pass. 

The Bulldoggers scored four touch-
downs in the third quarter, 53-13. 

The final score was 53-13, Dewey. 
This year’s Osage players for 

Pawhuska are #27 Jesse Parker, #52 
Austin Waddle, #57 Logan BigEagle, 
#58 Ladd Free, #63 Cole Cottingham, 
Cade RedEagle and Tre RedEagle.

Photo by Jacelle Ramon-Sauberan/Osage News

The Pawhuska Huskies face off against the Dewey Bulldoggers on Sept. 7. The Huskies lost 53-13 that night.

Woodland takes second win of the season Sept. 21
By Jacelle Ramon-Sauberan 

Osage News

The Woodland Cougars scored their 

second win of the season against the 

Agra Bearcats on Sept. 21. 

The Cougars didn’t waste any-

time showing the Bearcats whose 

turf they were on when they scored a 

touchdown within the first four min-

utes of the game, 6-0. 

The Cougars went on to score two 

more touchdowns in the first quar-

ter, 18-0. 

With 1:27 to go in the first quarter 
Photo by Jacelle Ramon-Sauberan/Osage News

The 2012 Woodland Cougars football team huddles during its Sept. 21 game against 
Agra. The Cougars won 32-22.
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Ten-year-
old Osage 
swimmer 
competes in 
swim meet 
for young 
teens
By Jacelle Ramon-Sauberan 
Osage News

Osage swimmer Hannah Ham-
ilton competes in the same swim 
meets Olympic hopefuls swam in at 
her age. 

Hamilton, 10, participated in 
the 2012 Central Zone 14 & Under 
Championship Meet in Columbus, 
Ind., on Aug. 2-6.  

“The heat sheets showed the re-
cord time holders for 10 and under 

age group, (and) had swimmers like 
Michael Phelps and Miss Franklin 
as the record holders,” said Amanda 
Hamilton, Hannah’s mother (Osage). 
“Hannah thought it was awesome 
that she had the opportunity to swim 
in a meet that Olympic swimmers 
swam in at her age.” 

The meet is hosted by USA Swim-
ming and targets older youth. How-
ever, there is a small collection of 
kids asked to participate in the 
14 and under. Hannah competed 
against 11 other teams in Oklahoma 
for a slot at the meet. 

Each summer the fastest swim-
mers participate in the meet, which 
is the highest level of competition 
available for swimmers under age 
14, said Kathy Mendez, Hannah’s 
swim coach and the Age Group Head 
Coach for Chesapeake Swim Club. 

“It takes dedication, training, and 

passion to reach this level of compe-
tition,” Mendez said. “Hannah had 
two great individual swims at the 
meet – she swam her fastest time 
ever in the 100-meter breaststroke.”

Hannah placed fifth in the 100-me-
ter breaststroke and seventh in the 
50-meter breaststroke. 

“There were a couple things I was 
not proud of, but I think overall I did 
very good,” Hannah said. 

Hamilton said Hannah had fun 
and met a lot of swimmers from 
other states. They even traded swim 
caps with each other. 

“Hannah tried very hard and had 
a wonderful experience,” Hamilton 
said. “She is coming back with a new 
look as to how she will train and 
swim to get better for the upcoming 
course.” 

Hannah started a shorter course 

this month since she’s had faster 
times as a short-track swimmer. 

Mendez believes Hannah can con-
tinue to improve and excel at swim-
ming – as well as school and any 
other endeavor she pursues. 

“Hannah set a goal last summer to 
make the 2012 Zone team,” she said. 
“To obtain her goal she made a com-
mitment to attend practice, listen to 
the coaching staff daily to improve 
technique, endurance and speed.”

Swimmers’ goals continue to 
chance as they grow and their strokes 
continue to improve, Mendez added. 

 “To try my hardest I have to keep 
going,” Hannah said. “I am turning 
11, so I have to go to a higher cat-
egory and I will try my best to go to 
Rio in four years.”

The 2016 Summer Olympics will 
be held in Rio de Janeiro.

Courtesy photo by Amanda Hamilton.

Hannah Hamilton, 10, competes against other swimming peers during a swim meet. 

“To try my hardest, I 

have to keep going…

I will try my best 

to go to Rio in four 

years.”
–Olympic hopeful,

Hannah Hamilton
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of the classroom at the In-Lon-Schka 
dances.”

Elizando, 5, is the granddaughter 
of Tracey Moore who is an Osage lan-
guage instructor. 

Yellowfish (Cherokee) is married 
to Easton Yellowfish (Osage) and 
has heard the Osage language being 
used in various ways such as prayer 
and greetings. 

“It is wonderful to hear the lan-
guage being used,” she said.

In June, Lookout was at one of the 
In-Lon-Schka dances and stumbled 
upon two children conversing in 
Osage. He said they were naming 
colors and counting in the language. 

“My wife pointed it out to me and 
asked when was the last time I saw 
children speaking Osage like that,” 
Lookout said. “It has been a long 
time but it shows that the language 
is getting out there to the people.”

The award is named after the late 
William Demmert (Oglala Sioux and 
Tlingit), who is one of the NIEA’s 

original founders. Demmert, 75, 
was a retired education professor at 
Western Washington University, ac-
cording to a 2010 WWU newspaper 
article reporting his death.

In his career, Demmert made ex-
tensive contributions in the areas 
of research and policy, higher edu-
cation, extensive research of Indig-
enous languages, and advancing 
public understanding of issues re-
lated to Indigenous education. 

Among his many roles, Demmert 
served as the first U.S. Deputy Com-
missioner of Education for the U.S. 
Office of Indian Education, in the 
Department of Health, Education 
and Welfare; served as the director 
of Education for the Bureau of Indi-
an Affairs; held the position of Com-
missioner of Education for the State 
of Alaska; and served as a member 
of Clinton/Gore Council of Education 
Advisors, and member of the Presi-
dent-elect Transition Team, accord-
ing to WWU.

Osage Principal Chief John D. Red 
Eagle applauded the ON Language 
Department’s award announcement. 

“The continued advancement is 
one of the goals of my administra-
tion,” Red Eagle said. “I am in full 
support of the Osage Language De-
partment’s work under the direc-
tion of Mr. Lookout. This award 
represents the recognition by the 
leadership of the National Indian 
Education Association of the success 
of these efforts.”

The ON Language Department 
will attend the NIEA’s annual Gala 
Award Banquet at the Renaissance 
Oklahoma City Convention Center 
Hotel on Oct. 19 where they will re-
ceive the award. 

Jerry Shaw, a former Osage Tribal 
Councilman will accept the award. 
Shaw and the 31st Osage Tribal 
Council started the ON Language 
Department nine years ago.

Language Award
–Continued from Page 12

Skiatook Hotel and Casino
–Continued from Page 15

Joe Olujic, Chief Operations Of-
ficer for Osage Casino, said the 
Skiatook casino will also have a con-
venience store. On Sept. 19, Olujic 
told the Osage Nation Gaming En-
terprise Board crews plan to build 
the store by May to accommodate the 
area lake boaters.

The new Skiatook casino will in-

clude 300 games and six live gaming 
tables in the 78,000 square-foot facil-
ity. Its adjoining hotel will include a 
three-story building with 33 guest 
rooms and two of those rooms built 
as suites.

Other amenities include: a fitness 
center; swimming pool; breakfast 
dining area; and meeting room and 
conference center. The restaurant in 
the new casino will seat up to 60 pa-
trons and there will also be a sports 
bar with multiple HDTV screens for 
patrons to view multiple televised 
sporting events.

In a statement on the project, Ski-
atook casino General Manager Ed-
ward Gray said: “The dining options 
and amenities included in the reno-
vation will allow us to offer a wide 
variety of fine options for our guest. 
Whether people are looking for a nice 
sit-down meal or are just wanting to 
have a drink and watch the games, 
we will be able to provide a fun, yet 

comfortable environment for our 
guests.”

Construction is expected to last 
one year meaning the Skiatook facil-
ity could open as early as November 
2013.

At the groundbreaking ceremony, 
Principal Chief John Red Eagle said 
a prayer in Osage and reminded 
those huddled under the tent that 
rain is not entirely bad. “Rain is a 
good thing, we need it here,” he said.

The groundbreaking comes after 
the Third Osage Nation Congress 
approved the ON Gaming Enterprise 
Board’s 2013 fiscal year plan of op-
erations and authorized the board 
to seek a $27.1 million bank loan to 
pay for the Skiatook and Ponca City 
Osage Casino projects. 

The Ponca City facility is also get-
ting a new hotel and casino with con-
struction to be completed next fall. 

According to an Osage Casino 

news release, the Ponca City project 
will include an 89,817 square-foot 
facility with room for more than 450 
electronic games, six gaming tables, 
a restaurant and a bar.

The hotel will have 48 guest 
rooms; a fitness center; pool; lounge; 
a multi-purpose event center for spe-
cial events and conferences; and a 
convenience store.

Las Vegas-based architecture firm 
Marnell Companies is working on 
the hotel and casino architecture and 
will work with Texas-based project 
management company Square One 
and construction company Osage 
Manhattan Builders on the construc-
tion.

Osage Manhattan Builders, a sub-
sidy of the Osage Limited Liability 
Company (LLC) is the construction 
company for the project. The com-
pany also worked on the renovation 
project of the Osage Casino in Sand 
Springs completed earlier this year.

Hominy Loses
Season Opener

–Continued from Page 29

The Bucks scored a touchdown at 
the start of the third quarter, 41-6. 

“We made some adjustments dur-
ing halftime and the players did 
a good job in the second half of the 
game,” Harmon said. 

The Tigers score their last touch-
down of the night at the beginning of 
the fourth quarter, 48-6. 

With five minutes to go in the 
fourth quarter Kemble scored a 
touchdown, 48-14. 

Seconds later, Kemble recovered a 
fumble, which led to the Bucks scor-
ing a third touchdown, 48-22. 

“Kemble does a good job for us and 
we are hoping he continues to work 
hard,” Harmon said. 

The Hominy crowd was cheering 
strong during the fourth quarter and 
yelling, “Get a rat.” 

With two minutes left in the game 
Blake Bohner, Osage, scored a 33-
yard touchdown. 

“We fought as hard as we could 
to get as many points to at least try 
to tie the game,” Kemble said. “But 
overall, even though we loss we fin-
ished our game with more improve-
ment and I’m proud to say it was an 
awesome game.” 

The final score was 48-28, Cleve-
land. 

This year’s Osage players for 
Hominy are #3 Seth Cale, #7 Dakota 
Doyle, #14 Blake Bohner, #28 An-
thony Kemble, #56 Alex DeRoin, #64 
Austin Holloway, #66 Alex Ducker, 
#70 Jason Bradford, #77 Chris Mar-
low and #88 Joshua Greyeyes.
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October is Head Start Awareness Month
Osage Nation Head Start

October is designated as Head 
Start Awareness Month in the Unit-
ed States. It is a federally funded pro-
gram in the Department of Health 
and Human Services; Administra-
tion for Children and Families. 

As a comprehensive child develop-
ment program for preschoolers be-
ginning in 1979, Osage Nation Head 
Start is funded to provide education, 
health, nutrition, culture and social 
services to young children and their 
families. 

Over 40 years of research estab-
lish that Head Start delivers the 
intended services and improves the 
lives and development of the chil-
dren and families it serves.  Formal 
research tracking the lives of chil-
dren indicates each dollar spent on 
comprehensive, full-service early 
childhood programs returns six dol-
lars in reduced later public expenses. 

Physically and mentally healthy 
families are essential to children’s 
optimal growth and development. 
Head Start children are better pre-
pared to learn and have higher self-

esteem and social behavior at school 
entry.  

In 2012, Osage Nation Head Start 
was one of five American Indian pro-
grams in the nation to have 100% 
compliance of all federal standards 
of operation which includes fiscal re-
sponsibility and daily programmatic 
operations. Osage Nation Head Start 
is designed to meet the individual 
needs of the children; provide health 
screenings; promote family services 

Courtesy photo by ON Head Start

Osage Nation Head Start children attend the 2012 health fair.

and leadership; assist the special 
needs of the disability child; promote 
the Osage culture with language and 
respect; and to provide school readi-
ness into the public school.  

Our staff strives to provide excel-
lence in serving both children and 
families. A good start is helping the 
neediest children get ready to learn. 
For kids who don’t get it at home, all 
they have is Head Start.

quarter. The Huskies took the 
lead, 7-2. 

The Huskies intercepted an-
other pass during the fourth 
quarter, which lead to a 15-
yard touchdown, 14-2. 

The Bucks didn’t go down 
without a fight and with six 
minutes to go in the fourth 
scored a touchdown, 14-8. 

With four minutes to go in 
the fourth the Huskies scored a 
touchdown taking the win and 
bragging rights.  

“Even though we were down 
at the half by two we still knew 
we were better than the Bucks 
which led to us dominating the 
last two quarter to win,” Free 
said. 

The final score was 21-8. 
“The game meant a lot to me 

and all of our seniors because 
not only were we playing our 
last football game against our 
biggest rival but we got the 
win and bragging rights for 
our fans and community,” Free 
said.

Battle of the Osages
–Continued from Page 29

Woodland Wins
–Continued from Page 30

the Bearcats intercepted a pass, which lead to a touchdown with fifteen sec-
onds to go in the first quarter, 18-8. 

In the second quarter, the Bearcats recovered a fumble and scored another 
touchdown, 18-14. 

The halftime score was 18-14, Cougars. 
“We got stretched a few times but we tried to change things at halftime,” 

said Woodland Coach Joe Sindelar. “The players responded well and we 
played a much better second half.”

In the third quarter, the Bearcats recovered a fumble but the Cougars 
quickly got the ball back when they intercepted a pass. 

The Cougars went on to score a touchdown, 24-14. 
With less than a minute to go in the third quarter the Bearcats score their 

last touchdown of the evening, 24-22. 
In the fourth quarter, the Cougars scored their fifth touchdown of the night. 
“The game was a little closer than I had hoped but this team is going to be a 

work in progress since we only have one senior playing this year,” Sindelar said.  
The final score was 32-22, Cougars. The Cougars are now 2-1. 
This year’s Osage players for Woodland are J.K. Hadlock, Kirk Shaw, Gage 

McKinney, Cole Brumley, Lane Brumley, Kenny McInroy, Mark Grigg, Ma-
son Tallchief and Cyler Barrone.

October 26th is the deadline 
for all submissions for the 

November issue of the

Don’t miss it!
Mark it on your calendars!
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ON Workforce Development
program provides job training

The Osage Nation Workforce Development program is able to assist adult 
Native Americans with training assistance through local vocational and 
technical training schools.

Eligibility requirements include: requiring applicants to be Native Ameri-
can with a CDIB and must be an Osage County resident. The applicants 
must meet income guidelines and apply for federal student aid. Approved ap-
plicants will be eligible for long-term classroom training; short-term training 
at a vocational training institute; work experience; and job assistance.  For 
more information please contact Louise Cheshewalla, training coordinator 
with the Osage Nation Education Department at (800) 390-6724 or (918) 
287-5303.

Outreach Programs and Services for K-12 Students
Cherise Lookout, Osage Nation 
Department of Education

Students have returned to school 
and the Osage Nation Department 
of Education has programs and ser-
vices available to assist Osage stu-
dents. The following tribally-funded 
programs are designed to assist stu-
dents with the academic assistance 
and services they need to excel in 
their educational endeavors. Appli-
cations are processed on a first-come, 
first-serve basis. Anyone seeking ad-
ditional information on these pro-
grams can contact Cherise Lookout 
(918) 287-5544 or clookout@osaget-
ribe.org . 

To download an applications visit: 
www.osagetribe.com/education

Sylvan Tutoring Program
The Osage Nation Sylvan Tutor-

ing program is a nationwide pro-
gram designed to serve as many 
Osage students as possible that are 
at academic risk for failing required 
subjects. The Education Department 
works collaboratively with families 
and Sylvan Learning Centers, across 
the nation with this effort. Eligible 
students receive payment assistance 
for tutoring on a monthly basis in 
one subject area program for up to 
$3,000. The funding amount does not 
include the initial testing or enroll-
ment fees. The program coordinator 
will notify parents and cover the cost 
for approved applicants.

Sylvan eligibility requirements: 
Enrolled Osage, Student in grades 
K-12, at academic risk, and current 
grade report of “D” or below.

Osage Nation Tutoring Program
The Osage Nation Tutoring Pro-

gram is designed to serve Osages at-
tending school within the boundaries 
of the Osage Nation. The program 
serves as many Osage students, in 
K-12 grades, as possible that may be 
struggling academically. The Osage 
Nation contracts certified teachers 
and paraprofessionals to work with 

eligible students individually in core 
subject areas.

Osage Tutoring student eligibility 
requirements: Enrolled Osage, at-
tend a public school within the Osage 
Nation, student in K-12th grade, at 
academic risk, and current grade re-
port of “C” or below.

The Osage Nation continues to 
seek certified teachers, paraprofes-
sional or classroom aides interested 
in working with the Osage students. 
The positions offer flexible schedul-
ing, monthly paychecks, and work 
with students one-on-one. Interested 
applicants are provided a program 
review packet regarding program in-
formation and functions.

Teacher/Tutor Qualifications: Cer-
tified teacher or Paraprofessional/ 
Classroom Aide by school district.

ACT/SAT Testing  
Assistant Program 

In order to promote college readi-
ness the Education Department of-
fers financial assistance for the ACT 
and SAT exams to Osages across the 
nation. They can receive prepayment 
or reimbursement for either of the 
exams. Applicants need to review 
the checklist of requirements for 
which they are applying. 

Testing assistance eligibility re-
quirements: Enrolled Osage, a stu-
dent in grade 10-12 or high school 
graduate.

ACT Test Dates and Registration 
Deadlines: Registration deadlines 
will be Sept. 21, Nov. 2, Jan. 11, 
March 8, and May 3. Test dates will 
be Oct. 27, Dec. 8, Feb. 9, April 13 
and June 8. 

Close-Up/NIEA  
Washington, D.C. opportunity

This program is offered to Osage 
students nationwide who are high 
school juniors or seniors. The Osage 
Nation wants to provide our students 
with the opportunity to expand their 
understanding of government and its 
relevance on community.  This week-

long experience provides the unique 
opportunity for students to live and 
learn with peers from tribes nation-
wide, meet with U.S. Congressional 
members and NIEA delegates. The 
experience enables them to under-
stand their roles as dual citizens and 
prepare for leadership roles within 
the Osage Nation. The program is 

set for February 2013. Applications 
will be available in November with 
specific details and requirements.

Close Up/NIEA Eligibility Re-
quirements: Enrolled Osage Mem-
ber, Junior or Senior in high school, 
minimum cumulative G.P.A. of 3.0, 
and provide additional application 
requirements.

The best source for 
Osage news now!

www.osagenews.org
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October 6
Cultural Walk: From Kansas to 
Home, a Cultural Experience
Northern Osage Reservation
Mullendore Cross Bell Ranch
Contact Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural 
Center at (918) 287-5538

October 6
National Indian Taco 
Championship
Downtown Pawhuska
Contact (918) 287-1208

October 7
Trade Day Weekend
Wha Sha She Park

October 8 
Osage Day
Observed Holiday

October 12
Osage Nation Health Summit
Osage County Fairgrounds
Pawhuska, OK 

October 13
Osage Nation Domestic  
Violence Program Benefit Dance
Wakon Iron Hall
Contact (918) 287-5425

October 19
Red Ribbon Kick-Off Carnival
Osage County Fairgrounds

October 20
Northern California Osage 
Potluck Picnic/Fall Meeting
Lake Temescal Park
6500 Broadway in Oakland, CA
10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
www.northerncaliforniaosage.org

October 20
Junior Fishing Tournament 
and Open Crappie Tournament
Wah Sha She Park

October 27
Red Ribbon Powwow
Osage County Fairgrounds

Pawhuska, Oklahoma

NOVEMBER

November 3
Osage Gourd Dancers  
Annual Gourd Dance
Wakon Iron Hall
Gourd Dance begins at 2 p.m.
For more information, 
email Pat Lewis at  

patrickemb@sbcglobal.net

November 5 – December
Ribbon Work Class Begins
Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural Center
Must call ahead to sign up
Contact Addie Hudgins 
at (918) 287-5539

November 12
Veterans Day
Observed Holiday

November 22
Thanksgiving Day
Observed Holiday

November 23
Osage Heritage Day
Observed Holiday

Have an event? Send event 
information to the Osage News, 
Attn.: Shannon Shaw, 619 Ki-
hekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056; 
email sshaw@osagenews.org, 
or fax to (918) 287-5563. Make 
sure to include event date, loca-
tion, email and Web address (if 
applicable) and a phone number 
where someone can be contacted 
for validation if necessary.

Save the Date!
–Local Events Calendar

Robert Walker Sr. 
confirmed for Osage 
Tax Commission seat

The Third ON Congress confirmed 
Robert “Bobby” Walker Sr. for a two-
year term on the Osage Tax Commis-
sion on Sept. 11.

Principal Chief John Red Eagle 
appointed Walker, who is retired 
and a Barnsdall High School gradu-
ate, to the commission this summer. 
During a Sept. 11 interview with 
the Congress, Walker said he would 
bring an unbiased perspective to the 
commission, which handles tax rev-
enue matters for the Nation. 

“I really have no experience, I feel 
like it’s going to be a challenge for me 
but I’m willing to take it on and give 
it 100 percent,” Walker said in intro-
ducing himself to the Congress.

Afterward, Walker was confirmed 
with a unanimous Congressional 
vote minus his son, RJ Walker Jr. 
The junior Walker and Congressman 

said he would abstain from voting 
because of the familial relationship. 

Robert Walker Sr. joins Beverly 
Brownfield (chairwoman), Teresa 
Rutherford, Milton Labadie and Roy 
Goad Jr. on the Tax Commission. 
Commission Administrator Mary 
Mashunkashey said former commis-
sioner Richard Luttrell retired which 
left the fifth spot open.

The ON Tax Commission is in 
charge of decisions to levy and collect 
taxes, and to license and regulate cer-
tain activities within the Nation. The 
Tax Commission office regulates and 
collects fees on activities including to-
bacco sales, business licenses, issues 
tribal vehicle tags and photo identifi-
cation cards to enrolled Osages.

Photo by Benny Polacca/Osage News

Robert Walker Sr. (left) shares a laugh with the Third ON Congress on Sept. 11 during 
his confirmation interview for a two-year term on the Osage Tax Commission. His son, 
Congressman RJ Walker Jr., abstained from the unanimous vote.
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Osage Nation Burial Assistance
Application Process

• Submit an application within 30 days of time  
of death

• Provide CDIB or Membership Card that 
verifies Osage Indian Blood for deceased 
individual

• Provide a copy of a death certificate for the  
deceased individual

• Provide a copy of an itemized Funeral Home 
statement of the deceased individual

The application is complete when all pertinent documenta-
tion is received by this office; once the application is com-
plete a letter of approved funds and check will be mailed to 
the funeral home. Notice will also be sent to the applicant 
informing them of the amount being paid to the funeral 
home.

• Allow 10-14 working days for completed application to 
be processed and a check issued.

• Reimbursements checks will only be issued to funeral 
home and designated grocer only; individual expenses 
will not be reimbursed.

For more information, questions,
or concerns please contact the

Osage Nation Constituent Services Office

Osage Nation Constituent Services Office
Attention: W. Jacque Jones, Administrator
621 Grandview • Pawhuska, OK 74056

Phone: (918) 287-5662
Fax: (918) 287-5221 • Fax: (918) 699-5221

Email: jjones@osagetribe.org

Photo by Jacelle Ramon-Sauberan/Osage News

Dancers perform during Wahzhazhe: An Osage Ballet on Aug. 10 in Bartlesville.

Wahzhazhe: An Osage Ballet 
available for online purchase

Wahzhazhe: An Osage Ballet is 
available for sale on DVD and CD.

The summer ballet produc-
tion shown on stages in Tulsa and 
Bartlesville was recorded with its fo-

cus on telling the Osage tribe’s story 
– simply through song and dance.

In September, the Osage Tribal 

See letters to the editor
—Continued  on Page 37
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Congratulations!
Jason and Shannon Duty would 

like to announce the birth of their 
son Charles Edmond Duty. Charles 
was born at 4:21 p.m., Sept. 3 (La-
bor Day) at Jane Phillips Medical 
Center in Bartlesville. He weighed 
10 pounds 3 ounces and was 21 inch-
es long. He joins his family as the 
youngest of six children. Charles is 
the grandson of Ed and Ruth Shaw 
of Pawhuska and Ed and Judy Duty 
of Skiatook. 

Happy Birthday!
The family of Michael DeNoya of 

Ponca City would like to wish him 
a Happy 65th Birthday on Oct. 19. 
His family includes his love, Denise; 

and his children Lori and Michael, 
Jr.; and his grandchildren Chase, 
Dalton, and Meagan; and his great 
grandchildren Mahiya and Reme. 
We love you and hope you have the 
greatest day.  

Happy Birthday!
Betty Hicks will celebrate her 90th 

birthday on Oct. 21.  She has had a 
lifetime of pride in her Osage heri-
tage. She traveled to France with the 
first group of Osages invited there 
in September 1990. When she was 
younger, she was active in the Min-
erals Council. Her children are: John 
Hutchison, Cherry Hicks, Jana Ja-
goe, Brian Hicks and Michael Hey-
don. Betty is married to Fred Hicks.

Charles Edmond Duty Betty Hicks

Osage opens auto shop in Cleveland
Genevieve Moore announces the opening of her grandson’s auto shop, 

Dustin J. Palmer’s Auto/Diesel Repair Shop in Cleveland. The shop is lo-
cated at 108 E. Caddo St. Dustin and his wife, Renae Dilbeck Palmer, are the 
owners and Dustin is the mechanic.  

Dustin’s great-grandfather is Joseph H. Cox, an Osage Allottee (No. 167) 
and his great-grandmother is Gladys Graves Cox (Pawnee/Sioux). Dustin’s 
parents are David J. Palmer of Fairfax and Terrie Summy Morgan of Mara-
mec, Okla.  

Dustin J. Palmer’s Auto/Diesel Repair Shop can be reached at (918) 358-
5522 or online at www.facebook.com/PalmerAutoDiesel. 

Osage earns medical degree
    
Congratulations to Dr. Bridget 

Faustina Baldauff who gradu-
ated Cum Laude from the Faculty 
of Medicine of Semmelweis Uni-
versity in Budapest, Hungary on 
June 30. 

Baldauff earned a Doctor of 
Medicine degree in the English-
speaking six-year program after 
graduating from high school at 
Cairo American College in Egypt.  

Dr. Baldauff is the daughter 
of Tammy (Fugate) and John 
Baldauff of Katy, Texas; grand-
daughter of Elvita (Sally) Pratt 
Jefferson of Katy; and the late 
Thomas E. Fugate; the great-
granddaughter of the late Vina 
and George Pratt, Sr., and the late 
Elmer Fugate and Hazel Pappan. 

Dr. Baldauff is currently back 
in the United States preparing to 

take the Canadian Medical Board 

Exam in January, and pursue a 

Masters in Public Health.  

The Baldauff family publicly 

thanks the Osage Nation for the 

financial support in helping to 

educate their three older chil-

dren, Bridget, Benedict and Brice, 

through the Osage Nation Higher 

Education scholarships. “We tru-

ly appreciate all the service and 

support from the Osage Nation 

Higher Education staff, especially 

the coordinator, Jennifer Holding. 

May God bless the Osage Nation 

Administration and all those they 

assist.”

Letters to the Editor 
If you’d like to submit a letter to the editor, mail it to the Osage 

News, Attn.: Shannon Shaw, 619 Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056 or 

email sshaw@osagetribe.org. Letters must be respectful and informa-

tive to the reader, and may be edited for grammar, clarity and space.

Museum announced a Web site is 
now set up for purchasing the ballet 
performance on CD and DVD. The 
shopping Web site is at: http://shop.
osageballet.com/main.sc

DVDs of the performance are $20 
each and audio CDs cost $10 each.

The ballet production takes its au-
dience back to the era of pre-contact 
with Western Civilization and the 
scenes change the time periods lead-
ing to the present. Dance scenes also 
focus on historical points such as 

first contact with non-Osages; mov-
ing from present-day Kansas into 
Oklahoma territory; introducing 
Osage children to boarding schools 
and the Osage Reign of Terror.

Randy Tinker Smith (Osage) is 
writer and director of the ballet pro-
duction made possible with contri-
butions by other Osage artists who 
worked on the production with cos-
tume design, set design, advertising 
and some performed in the show.

Wahzhazhe
–Continued from Page 36

Births and Announcements
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Obituaries
Elmo J. Stingley

Col. Elmo Joseph Stingley, USMC, 
Ret., passed away in Stillwater with 
his family at his side on Aug. 22. He 
was born on May 1, 1917 in Pawhus-
ka, the oldest child of Elmo Leroy 
and Nora Tinker Stingley. He was 
95 years old. 

He always said he had a wonder-
ful childhood enjoying anything a kid 
could enjoy in the hills of the Osage, 
where he was a proud member of the 
Osage Tribe. He was raised in Ponca 
City. He began his college educa-
tion at St. Benedict’s in Kansas, and 
earned a degree from OSU in 1958.

He enlisted in the U.S. Marine 
Corps on Jan. 3, 1942. He served 
in the Pacific Theater during World 
War II and achieved the rank of Col-
onel before retiring in 1972. He was 
very proud, as was his family, of his 
long and decorated military service.

Following WWII, he married 
Jeanne Catherine Olbert of Woodriv-
er, Ill. in 1948. They had two chil-
dren, Bill and Sherry, and the four 
of them enjoyed his many tours of 
service across the United States un-
til he retired. He then became a suc-
cessful real estate agent in Southern 
California where he found great 
pleasure in collecting fine Southwest 
art. In 1998, he moved to Napa Val-
ley where he lived with his daughter 
and enjoyed the area immensely. In 
2004, he and his daughter relocated 
to Stillwater so they could be closer 
to family in Stillwater and nearby 
Ponca City.

Elmo loved life and enjoyed social-
izing with friends and family. He will 
always be remembered for his infec-
tious sense of humor and generosity. 
He was a loyal and devoted family 
man and was a perfect father to his 
grateful children. He is predeceased 
by his wife, Jeanne Olbert Stingley, 
his parents, Elmo Leroy Stingley and 
Nora Tinker Stingley, along with his 
five siblings, Mary Jane Weber, Bill 
Stingley, Bob Stingley, Joann Parris 
and Jewel Stingley.

He is survived by his son William 

Opinion

Autonomy and  
unchecked power

 In the July issue of the Osage 
News, I appealed to our Osage breth-
ren to defend our Constitution and 
vote “NO” on the four amendments 
that would allow total autonomy and 
unchecked power to the Osage Min-
erals Council. The premise of my ar-
gument was that total autonomy and 
unchecked power can and usually 
does breed corruption.  

It now appears that lack of super-
vision in the Grayhorse District and 
the Pawhuska Village has allowed 
misuse of Village funds.

The Chairman of the Five-Man 
Committee for the Pawhuska Indian 
Village allegedly used his autonomy 
to operate “out of a checkbook” and 
pay all bills, including some of his 
own.  A similar occurrence may have 
also happened in the Grayhorse 
District.  It was intended that two 
people sign the checks, which would 
allow minimal oversight.  This did 
not happen and we can also fault the 
First National Bank’s officers for al-
lowing single signature checks to be 
accepted.

The Chairman of the Five-Man 
Board of Pawhuska Indian Village 
has resigned his post and repaid over 
$12,000, which must be construed as 
an admission of guilt.  Repayment 
does not excuse criminal activity, but 
it does soften our hearts and begs 
forgiveness.  The Attorney General 
of our sovereign government may 
view the alleged criminal activity dif-
ferently. Our Osage courts may yet 
serve Justice

I do not personally understand 
how the Pawhuska Indian Village 
Five-Man Board could continue to 
operate on a 1963 charter when we 
became a Nation in 2006 and Hominy 
and Grayhorse came under jurisdic-
tion. But Pawhuska did not, having 
stated in a letter that “the Board 

Letters to the Editor
does not believe they are a part of 
the Osage Nation”. The arrogance of 
power can be observed in many ways 
like ignoring constituents’ emails or 
failing to provide financials for au-
dits. Autonomy breeds arrogance, 
abuse, mismanagement and corrup-
tion. Most often, money is involved 
and the old ways die hard. Each and 
every part of our family, our Nation, 
needs helpful oversight, supervision, 
shared responsibility and predeter-
mined auditing. We can no longer 
operate in the old ways. We cannot 
be two tribes. We have a new Con-
stitution and we are a young Nation 
with a rich history and culture.  Our 
individual integrity must always be 
observed. 

–John Hutchison

Osage concerned with  
ON Domestic Relations Act

The mission statement of the 
Osage Nation Congress begins with: 
“Adopt a system of laws that promote 
the health, education and well-being 
of the Osage Citizens”. I wrote an 
email to the members of the Osage 
Nation Congress asking them how 
ONCA 12-53 promotes the well be-
ing of gay, lesbian, bisexual or trans-
gender Osage citizens. I also asked 
them how The Nation is now better 
that we cannot recognize marriages 
of same gender couples.  

I’m writing to the Osage News 
with hope that other citizens of the 
Osage Nation will notify Congress it 
is wrong to discriminate against fam-
ilies and citizens within our Nation. 
Their error to live up to their own 
mission statement is not unnoticed. 
They must correct their mistake and 
amend or repeal this discriminatory 
law. This law is against equality in 
a Nation among people that fought 

See letters to the editor
—Continued  on Page 39
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Elmo Stingley and his wife Karen 
Bloodworth Stingley of Stillwater, 
his daughter Sherry Stingley Vin-
er of Stillwater; his sisters-in-law 
Charlene Stingley and Billie Sting-
ley of Ponca City; brothers-in-law H 
Ray Parris of San Antonio, Lee We-
ber of Ponca City; and George Olbert 
of Longwood, Fla., along with many 
loved nieces and nephews and his 
closest friend, Walter Stendahl of 
Oceanside, Calif.

Towards the end he was grateful 
for his long life and wanted everyone 
to know that he had a good time.

Mike Earl Allen
Mikel Earl 

Allen, 64 of 
M a g n o l i a , 
Ark. passed 
away Sept. 8 
at his home in 
Magnolia.  

He was 
born on Feb. 
25, 1948 in Ft. 
Smith, Ark. to 
the late Rich-
ard Douglas and Sally Ann (Mikels) 
Allen. He was a loving husband of 
15 years and a loving daddy to his 
children and step-children. He was 
a hard working oil field worker and 
welder. He was loved by all who 
knew him and will be dearly missed.

He is preceded in death by his par-
ents, his granddaughter Heather Ni-
cole Glass and an infant sister Jill 
Allen.

Mikel is survived by his wife Kar-
en J. Allen of Magnolia; son Sean 
Allen and wife Deleana of McNeil; 
daughter Jennifer Allen of Owasso; 
stepson Kirk Allen Martin and wife 
Cindy of Watauga, Texas; step-
daughter Kimberly Allen and hus-
band Graham Allen of the United 
Kingdom; ten grandchildren, Alexis, 
Dorris, Hannah, ShyAnn, Amie Rae, 
Derrick, Rebekah, Jacob, Ryan, and 

Mike Earl Allen
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to achieve equality. This law shames 
those that came before us and fought 
for Native American equality. 

When a government stands 
against the rights of any of their own 
citizens, that government sends a 
message to those citizens that they 
are not equal, they are not welcome. 
That our Nation should not kindly 
consider, love or care for or about 
those citizens who live their lives in 
a different way than most.

The strength of a nation can be 
seen in the nation’s diversity, we 
should embrace our diverse fam-
ily even when the majority doesn’t 
agree with how some of our citizens 
live their lives.

Please consider the issue of mar-
riage is not and should not be po-
litical. The institution of marriage 
is a cultural institution governed by 
emotion and tradition. Even though 
many of us may not agree same gen-
der marriages are traditional they 
are emotional. Those families who 
wish to express their eternal love 
should not be hindered by inequali-
ty. Their government should not cast 
them as undeserving of their rights. 
All of our people should have equal 
ground from which to pursue happi-
ness.

Logic dictates the decision to vote 
for a law that limits the rights of a 
citizen is based in bigotry. Those vot-
ing for this law chose against equal-

ity for all Osage citizens. Choosing 
against the small voice because the 
majority’s values and beliefs are dif-
ferent cannot be in the best interest 
of the well being of ALL Osage citi-
zens.

I am not writing with hopes to 
change your mind about how you 
personally view homosexual, bisex-
ual, or transgender people or your 
personal feelings for same gender 
marriages, I am writing only in with 
the hope you will consider how we 
as Osage citizens feel as a minority 
with a small voice, how our ances-
tors felt fighting for recognition and 
equality and how it must now feel 
for those Osage citizens whose small 
voice cannot be heard among the 
loud voice of the majority that tells 
them “You are not equal, you are not 
welcome”.

Please let Congress know they 
cannot be bigots especially against 
our own people.  Please ask them to 
right this wrong.

–John M. Goldesberry III (Trey)

EDITOR’S NOTE: ONCA 12-53 
is known as The Osage Nation Do-
mestic Relations Act passed by the 
Second ON Congress in April 2012.
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Kristin; nine great-grandchildren, 
Alyssa, Riley, Trinity, Sean, Payton, 
Josslyn, Ariya, Kayden, and Daegon; 
two brothers Patrick Allen and wife 
Tammy; and Richard Douglas Allen; 
a sister Suzanne Allen; and a broth-
er-in-law Tyra Wayne Martin; and a 
host of nieces, nephews, and friends.

Funeral services were held on Sept. 
11 at Lewis Funeral Home Chapel 
with Bro. Micah Carter officiating. 
Burial followed at Shiloh Cemetery 
under the direction of Lewis Funeral 

Home, Inc. of Magnolia. Pallbearers 
were Bubba Wilson, Trya Martin, 
Jeremy Harris, Eric Wood, Jamie 
Robertson, and Daniel Fields.

Memorials may be made to the 
American Cancer Society.

Hunter James Billbe
Hunter James Billbe, 12, of Nowa-

ta, died Sept. 1, in Cincinnati, Ohio.
Celebration of life services were 

held Sept. 8 in the Rose Hill Commu-
nity Baptist Church in Dewey, Okla.

Billbe was born July 5, 2000 in 
Bartlesville to Shane Michael and 
Lilly Sarah (Panther) Billbe. He 
was raised and attended school in 
Copan, and Nowata schools. Hunter 
attended church in Nowata at the 
Living Word Church and in Dewey 
at the Rose Hill Community Baptist 
Church. Hunter enjoyed hunting, 
baseball and football. 

Survivors include; his mother and 

stepfather Tyson Cole of Nowata; 
his father Shane Billbe and step-
mother Courney Billbe of Bartles-
ville; two brothers Holden Billbe and 
Kade Panther of Nowata; paternal 
grandparents Tim and Toni Billbe 
of Collinsville, Okla.; and maternal 
grandparents; Norma and Eddie Bal-
lard of Delaware, Okla. and Robert 
and Wanda Panther of Bartlesville; 
his paternal great-grandparents 
James and Vivian Billbe of Oglesby, 
Okla.

Without Reservations




