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By Shannon Shaw Duty 

Osage News

Election Day is less than a month away and Osages 
around the country will be deciding who will be the next six 
members on the Third Osage Nation Congress.

On the ballot for the Osage General Election June 4 will 
be 34 candidates and seven possible amendments to the 
Osage Nation Constitution. 

The poll opens at 8 a.m. and is located at the Osage Nation 
Congressional Chambers and closes at 8 p.m. The results of 

the election will be announced that evening. 
The Osage News will be posting news throughout the day 

on osagenews.org and will post the results as soon as they 
are announced.

!e poll
When Osages head to the polling place they will need their 

Osage Nation Membership Card (this is not a CDIB card) 
and must be at least 18 years old, on or before Election Day. 
Osages must also have a government issued photo ID with 
them, such as a driver’s license (even if expired), passport, 
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Candidates debate in the
2012 Osage News debates
By Benny Polacca 

Osage News

The Osage News hosted its 2012 Congressional candidate debates in the Grayhorse 
Community Building with 26 of the 34 candidates attending to answer questions on 
topics including the Nation’s government operations, their plans if elected and what 
improvements need to be made to the government. 

Eleven Osage Congressional candidates participated in the Day One debates held 
May 5 at the Grayhorse Community Building in the Indian Village. A total of 16 can-

three scheduled debate groups were combined into one group.
The Osage News staff and fellow Osages sat on a question committee to develop 

over 20 potential questions for the candidates. Those questions were written on pieces 
of paper, put into a hopper and were randomly drawn by four independent modera-
tors. Those moderators kept track of the time, read the questions aloud and enforced 
the debate rules, which included a three-minute limit on answering questions and one 
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Candidates turn out on second day of News Debates
Topics debated include 
culture, land repurchases, 
decreased government 
spending and legislative 
experience
By Shannon Shaw Duty 

Osage News

Day two of the Osage News De-
bates saw more candidates, with the 
only absence coming from incumbent 
Congressman Mark Simms. 

candidates discussed topics cover-
ing  Osage law, the Osage Minerals 
Council, Osage culture, per capita, 
cultural preservation, Osage lands, 

spending.

Group One

Walker, Teresa DeRoin Hudgins, 
Cecelia Tallchief, Shane Rencountre 
and Carl Sellers. Simms was sched-

candidates was, “Can you name any 
Osage Nation laws you particularly 
like or support?” The second ques-
tion asked: “Do you incorporate any 
traditional Osage values into your 
daily life or campaign?” And the 
third question asked: “Do you feel 
it is important to have knowledge of 
the Osage culture to serve as a mem-
ber of the Osage government?”

The candidates were given three 
minutes to answer each question and 
one minute for rebuttal. 

Candidates touched on laws such 
as the “Speak What’s on Your Mind 
Act,” which protects employees’ free-

Nation’s employees a bonus system 
based on performance evaluations; 
the “Competitive Bidding Act,” which 
changed the process to obtain con-

the “Osage Limited Liability Act,” 
which separates the Nation’s busi-
nesses from the Osage government. 

In terms of applying Osage tradi-
tional values to their daily lives all 
candidates agreed that they pray, have 

respect for elders and others, and at-
tend the yearly In-Lon-Schka dances 
in June and pass on their knowledge 
of tradition to their children.

On bringing traditional knowledge 
to their jobs as legislators if elected, 
many did not believe that is the num-
ber one priority to being a legislator.

Tallchief said along with the 
knowledge of the Osage culture, an 
Osage legislator needs to be able to 
bring the knowledge of the culture 

balance.
“Culture is important and dear,” 

she said later in her rebuttal, “How-
ever, you have to have good work 
ethics. The culture comes about 
when an elder comes into the [con-
gressional] chambers.”

Walker said it is important to have 
knowledge of the culture and incor-
porate it in the government to a cer-
tain degree.

“I don’t think knowledge alone of 
our culture is the most important to 
be on our congress, but it is impor-
tant,” he said. He later said that on 
the many committees he’s sat on it 
always comforted him to know that 

there was someone on the committee 
who knew the culture more than him 
because a considerable amount of 
time was always spent on inserting 
the Osage culture. 

Sellers said that culture is impor-
tant, absolutely. But legislators need 
to think outside the box.

“You don’t need to think Indian 
all the time,” Sellers said. For many 
years Sellers was an educator and he 
now works as the Athletic Director 
at Dick Conners Correctional Facil-
ity where he teaches Native culture 
to the prisoners.

Hudgins said that it’s important 

know the culture because in instanc-
es such as funerals, members of con-
gress need to know the processes so 
as to know how to work around it 
and how they would do that. 

“I can’t exactly say what I incorpo-
rate into my daily life because I am 
me, this is what it is, this is who I 
am,” she said. “Respect the elders, 
teach the children, love the family.”
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Osage candidate campsites selected for Election Day
By Benny Polacca 

Osage News

Come Election Day, more than 20 
Osage Congressional candidates will 
erect campsites on the west side of 

-
ka to greet fellow Osages who will be 
casting their ballots.

Bruce Cass, director of the Osage 
-

vited all 34 candidates to participate 
in a May 2 drawing for camp space 
on the greenery west of the Congres-

-
dian Health Service clinic. 

It’s an area where Osages candi-

dates camped out during previous 
elections as Osage voters came to 
cast their ballots and await the re-
sults after the polls close. This year 
22 candidates will occupy campsites, 
which were selected via a lottery 
held at the camps location during the 
June 4 General Election.

“This is the second time that we’ve 
done this lottery for the campsites,” 

Cass said. The candidate names were 
written on pieces of paper, which 
were then entered into a hopper and 
were individually drawn by Cass. 
The candidates or representatives 
of those who were not present, then 
approached a map and selected their 
campsite which includes the perma-
nent arbors with picnic tables and 
concrete picnic tables in the open.

Candidate Berbon Hamilton’s 

Cass. Hamilton, who was absent, 
had a representative attend the 
drawing to select a campsite for him. 
Hamilton will occupy the east arbor 
closest to the road separating the 
picnic area from the Congressional 
chambers, which will be the polling 
place on June 4. 

Hank Hainzinger selected the 
north arbor for his campsite and An-
thony Shackelford selected the south 
arbor.

Linda Lazelle, whose name was 

drawn second, selected the open 
space next to the road. “I think it’s 
just great, I got the closest one,” she 
said, adding the space will have easy 
access for her mother and other el-
derly relatives who will camp with 
her on Election Day.

Rose Mary Shaw selected the open 
campsite immediately right of Ham-
ilton’s. She also praised the site’s lo-
cation to the road and plans to erect 
a tent on Election Day.

Cass said a second lottery could be 
held for unoccupied campsites, add-
ing there are enough sites for the 34 
candidates.

The campsites are situated just 
outside of the 300-foot boundary line 
per election rules, which prohibits 
electioneering inside this 360-degree 
perimeter of the polling place.

Here is the order in which the can-
didates or their representatives se-
lected campsites:

1) Berbon Hamilton

2) Linda Lazelle

3) Jim Ryan

4) Roscoe Mays

5) Rose Mary Shaw

6) Archie Mason

8) Hank Hainzinger

9) Olivia “Libbi” Gray

10) Shannon Edwards

11) Teresa Deroin Hudgins

12) Jerri Jean Branstetter

13) Mark Simms

14) Justin Mays

15) Candy Thomas

16) John Maker

19) RJ Walker

20) Nicki Revard Lorenzo

21) Shane Rencountre

22) Becky Johnson

All 34 candidates 
were invited to  
participate in a May 
2nd drawing for  
camp space on the 
greenery west of  
the Congressional  
Chambers and 
Pawhuska Indian 
Health Service Clinic.
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minute for rebuttals if a candidate 
wished to follow-up and elaborate on 
his or her original answer.

Four volunteers from the League 
of Women Voters of Metropolitan 
Tulsa moderated the debates with 
two people attending each day of the 
debates to select the questions from 
a hopper, draw the number order in 
which the candidates would respond 
to a question and to keep track of the 
candidate’s response time.

Debate group one comprised can-
didates Olivia “Libbi” Gray, Mat-
thew Shunkamolah, Becky Johnson, 
Joseph Roger Lynn, Candy Thomas 
and Maria Whitehorn, which re-
ceived the following three questions.

What is your understanding 
of the separation of powers, 
and more speci"cally your  
approach to the exercise of 
Congressional powers?  

Lynn said his understanding of 
the separation of powers “is pretty 
straightforward, we have a legisla-
tive branch which drafts laws, we 
have an executive branch which car-
ries out those laws … My approach to 
Congressional powers is to address 
problems through laws and, when 
necessary, engage in informative 

-
lem or issue we’re facing, it would be 
hard to address that.”

Johnson said her understanding of 
the separation of powers is “we have 
a three-branch government – there’s 
the Executive Branch, the Legisla-
tive Branch and the Judicial Branch 
and the Congressional branch, which 
is legislative, creates laws that are 
necessary to carry out the require-
ments of our Constitution and in all 
matters they should be considering 
the will of the people because our 
powers derive from the people as a 
government and all laws should be 
for the good of a whole.”

Thomas said “Congress passes 
laws, makes appropriations and 
provides oversight to the laws; Ex-
ecutive carries out the laws and ad-

Photo by Chalene Toehay/Osage News

ministers the day-to-day business of 
the government and judicial resolves 
disputes … My approach in the sepa-
ration of powers is we need to have 

a new government I think we’re in 

think as time goes on we’ll be more 
clearer on those roles.”

Gray said “The separation of pow-
ers gives each of our branches very 

branch makes the laws, the executive 
branch implements and enforces the 
laws and the Judicial Branch will in-
terpret those laws if there’s a dispute 
over the meaning.” With regards to 
Congress, Gray said its roles include 
writing laws, appropriating money, 
which involves reviewing budgets, 
annual plans and asking questions.

Shunkamolah said the Congres-
sional Branch does appropriate mon-
ey and pass laws, but the legislative 
branch in the government world 
represents the quality of the govern-
ment which is the people, it repre-
sents what they stand for, what they 

feel the needs are and what are the 
best things for the Nation.”

Whitehorn acknowledged the ba-
sic roles of the three-branch gov-
ernment, adding: “My approach to 
carrying out Congressional powers 
would be to listen to the people, to 
see what the people need for the 
laws … (Congress) needs to listen 
to how we can best serve the people 
… we write law, we appropriate the 
funds to implement programs once 
the funds are approves and we have 
oversight.”     

The Osage government offers 
various social programs for the com-
munity at large. Do you feel these 
programs are helpful to the Osage 
people?

Thomas said “Yes I think the so-
cial programs are important to the 
Osage people, I got on the Web to 
look at the various social services 
that we offer and a lot of them are 
in protecting the child, children and 
families … The children are the fu-
ture of our Nation and we need to 
be able to provide services from our 

own people rather than go outside to 
other services.”

“I think our social programs are 

Gray, “But from time to time I do 
think that we can evaluate those 
programs to see exactly how many 
Osages are using them.” Gray also 
said the programs should be evaluat-
ed to determine if something is miss-
ing … “From time-to-time I think we 
need to reevaluate what we’ve got in 
order to do a better job, I also think 
we need to do a better job of letting 
our people know what services are 
out there.”

In a rebuttal answer, Gray said 
quarterly reports would be helpful to 
Congress to follow-up with the Exec-
utive Branch to determine whether 
any problems are improving.

Of social service programs, John-
son believes “we need to put mea-
surements in place to make sure that 
they are being used properly and 
that the neediest people are receiv-
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ing services. We do have WIC, we 
have child welfare programs, and cri-
sis assistance programs, but some of 
those programs don’t have set rules 

or who can receive these funds.” She 
also believes restrictions need to be 
in place to stay within the annual 
budget to prevent more spending.

“I think we need better commu-
nication on what’s available,” Lynn 
said of the Nation’s social programs. 
“Comprehensively you shouldn’t have 
to search out the Web site and hope 

-
thing that’s buried inside there … We 
need to be able to communicate bet-
ter of what we have available, what’s 
there to help all our Osages. The 
other thing is we need to measure the 
impact of these programs,” he said 
of determining whether all Osages 
would be served under the programs.

“I think they are there to re-
spectfully serve our Osage people,” 
Whitehorn responded. “I think their 
privacy is real important in our ser-
vice to them. We need to be able to 
have a survey to evaluate the service 
that we do provide for our people … 
then we need to seriously take a look 
at those and change weak programs 

others. Communication is lacking, 
our Web site is not very user-friendly 

there … I think we need to work on 
that as a Nation, as a whole.”

“Obviously the programs are need-
ed and they are helpful, but there’s 
always room for improvement,” 
Shunkamolah responded. “Our tribe 
needs to look at these social servic-
es and hire the right people and as 
Congress people, as legislators, we 
need to hold the Executive Branch 
accountable for the people that they 
hire.”  He also agreed communica-
tion is a problem, stating that he’s 
had fellow Osages ask him what ser-
vices are available from the tribe.

What Osage Nation laws 
remain unaddressed that you 
can name as your priorities 
if you’re elected to the !ird 
Osage Nation Congress?

Shunkamolah said “My biggest 
problem with legislation that has 
passed is – laws that are there – is 
they are not being executed, there’s 
a lot of laws that have ethics in-

volved… as a student of government 
I have seen that … We need to attack 
those types of issues by holding the 

-
ing: ‘we need your help, we’re willing 
to work with you, we need to carry 
these things out.”

Thomas, who is currently on the 
Nation’s Gaming Enterprise Board, 
said one problem she’s noticed, is 
there’s several passed laws that con-

laws. “I would like to see some kind 
of a legislative review, maybe an in-
dependent third party that would 
come in and evaluate all the laws 

straighten those out.”
“We’re missing a lot of business 

laws,” said Gray, “We do have a cou-
ple of business laws that I actually 

Congress (the ON Secured Transac-
tions Act and the Osage Limited Lia-
bility Company (LLC) Act)… I think 
we need to sit down at the drawing 
board and come up with a very com-
prehensive set of business laws that 
will allow us to bring more money 
into the treasury so that we can take 
care of our people.”

Johnson referred to the 2006 Con-
stitution’s Article 15 which discusses 
the Nation’s natural resources and 
minerals management and said 
“One of the things I would like to see 

-
ing rights and one of the big other 
tribes has worked with the state of 
Oklahoma so that tribal members 
receive the ability to freely take both 

a tribal license to do so.” She added 
that water rights are also important 
to the Nation “because as water be-
comes less available to our bigger cit-
ies, they are going to start looking for 
rights and we need to protect ours 
before someone takes them.”

Lynn said: “If our executive branch 
isn’t implementing laws that are be-
ing passed by our Congress then 
there needs to be some kind of pen-
alty in place … To simply choose to 

ignore a law because you don’t like it 
or because you’re Chief or you’re the 
president or whatever your title is, 
that’s wrong … If they’re not doing 
their job, we need penalties to keep 
that from happening … We need 

don’t do this, this is what’s going to 
happen and you’re not going to like 
it, if you keep not doing it, it’s going 
to get worse.’”

Whitehorn attended several ses-

Congressional Session where she 
learned that several current laws in 
place do not have penalties written 
into them. “To me, we need to take 
a long hard look and see which laws 
need to be implemented or what hap-
pens to you when you break the law 
because it’s not a game, you know, 
it’s government.”

Group Two
The debates originally had three 

groups scheduled each day with the 

each. Due to several candidate ab-

and third group candidates were 
combined into one to make up for the 
shortfalls. 

Day One’s scheduled candidates 

Corn, Archie Mason, Roscoe Mays, An-
thony Shackelford and Jacque Jones.

The revised second group com-
prised: Berbon Hamilton, Linda La-
Zelle, Jerri Jean Branstetter, Rose 
Mary Shaw and Jenny Miller. The 

  

Can you explain how you will  
determine whether an issue  
requires legislative action,  
if elected? 

Jerri Jean Branstetter, currently 
the Congressional Speaker, shared 
the legislative process and said leg-
islation typically outlines the intent 
of the law (if passed), whether there 

 2012 CONGRESSIONAL DEBATES
—Continued on Page 6



–Continued from Page 5

is a committee involved and what its 
-

als what they will do.”
Miller said “sometimes what I be-

lieve what we’re doing here is we’re 
passing legislation that really isn’t 
necessary … I feel like what we need 
here is we need to do a lot of research 
into whether or not this law is going 

-
ing our time, and money, and effort 
before we do it.”

Shaw said a question that should be 
considered (in passing legislation) is 

-
ber two is ‘is this law or a policy and 
procedure issue that can be handled 

the people?’” Shaw also said a town 
hall meeting could be held in which 

making a decision on legislation.
Hamilton said, “legislative action 

would be how critical the law is that 
would require action… and commu-
nication with the people, they will let 
us know how they feel.” As an exam-
ple, Hamilton referred to the Osage 
Casino land-into-trust issue resolved 
last year, which required Congres-
sional action to authorize the action 
and any applicable fees.

LaZelle, a former Congressio-
nal staffer, discussed the legisla-
tive process which includes getting 
a Congress member to support and 
sponsor a bill (if the law idea comes 
from a member of the Osage public), 

-
duced into a session and faces initial 
consideration in committee meetings 
of jurisdiction. “As a legislator, if we 

controversial, we can have a public 
hearing – that’s where you the Osage 
people are invited to attend and to 
hear those comments and guide us 
through.”

In her rebuttal time, Branstetter 
added that any member of the pub-
lic is invited to attend a committee 
meeting where bills are usually sent 
for initial review and any amend-
ments once they are introduced. 

Miller said in her rebuttal the Na-

tion needs to have its own regula-
tions in enforcing laws.

In her rebuttal, LaZelle said one 
of the items on her “foundation is to 
establish a repeal law for those un-
constitutional laws that exist right 
now so you still have an opportuni-
ty to come in and participate in the 
amendment.” 

What is your experience 
working on or with a  
legislative body and/ or  
legislative processes?

Miller, who has worked as a para-
legal, said she has experience in 
reading law and also worked at the 
Oklahoma state Capitol with legisla-
tive procedures. “During that time, 
we did actually write legislation, for 
the Oklahoma legislature. Some of 
our bills got passed, some of them 

she’s been observing the Osage gov-
ernment movements and reading 
legislation “so I could understand 
the direction they’re taking us which 
is a direction that I’m not really com-
fortable with.”

Before she working for Congress 
for 4.5 years, LaZelle said she put in 
26 years working for the Oklahoma 
state government and witnessed the 
legislative process at the Capitol 
while working for the Department of 
Corrections. She added she believes 
the Second and First ON Congressio-
nal bodies are two different entities 
with the First Congress who “set the 
foundation for how they’re going to 
do things” and the Second Congress 
as the one who “took full force and I 
think the Third Congress are going 
to be the people that is going to say 

got the process going, now let’s in-
volve the people.”

Branstetter, who was elected in 
2006 to the First ON Congress and 
has been Speaker since 2010, recalls 
setting the foundation for Congress 
after being elected to the First ON 

times because “at that time we knew 
nothing … There were personality 

so with the Second ON Congress, 
they have produced more legislation 
in the Tzi-Zho Session and the Hun-

years.” 
Shaw said she also has worked in 

Oklahoma state government, sat on 

legislators and “they’d want to know 
where’s the money coming from and 
we’d answer.” She praised Branstet-
ter for her efforts as Speaker and 
added that Roberts Rules of Order 
should be maintained.

Hamilton said he’s sat on several 
boards and committees where we 
“hash out all the obstacles we face and 
sometimes the discussions got pretty 
heated … we can come to agreement 
sometimes and sometimes we don’t … 
I look forward to working with other 
people on Congress.”

In her rebuttal, Branstetter said 
the Congress has set up a Roberts 
Rules of Order training for the new 
Congress members as an orientation 

Miller said in her rebuttal she 
would like to see more use of debate 
time because if there’s no heated de-
bate, there’s not enough thinking go-
ing into the legislation.

LaZelle said she would like to see 
changes to the fast tracking of bills 
in Congress and suspension of the 
rules, which includes waiving the re-
quirement of Congress to read writ-
ten Executive Branch veto messages 
aloud to increase transparency for 
those who want to know why a bill 
was vetoed.

Which Osage Nation laws do 
you think need changing?

big big decisions on this Minerals 
Estate issue,” Miller said. “The rea-
son I am so concerned about it is 
because, of course for the protection 
of the shareholders, but let me just 
say if we are breaking law, and we 
have these casinos and we’re work-
ing for all Osage people, not just 
shareholders we make some bad bad 

decisions, they’re going to be illegal.” 
Miller then added, “The law is the 
law is the law, you have to abide by 
it, you cannot ignore it and when you 
do, you put not only the sharehold-
ers interest at risk, you put the non-
shareholders interest at risk.”

Branstetter said the Nation’s 2009 
motor pool law needs work because 
there has been discussion on the 
tribal government vehicle use and 
whether the vehicles are needed or 
used for personal use. “I think it 
demonstrated that they should be set 
in a parking area and people would 
go to check vehicles out,” she said of 
the government vehicles and the law 
sponsored by former Congresswom-
an Faren Revard Anderson.

Shaw said she would like to see a 

which addresses ambiguous laws. 
She also agreed with LaZelle that 
the vetoes should be read aloud to 
keep accountability in check and also 
because not everyone has computer 
access to view them online.

Hamilton said the Nation’s Bidding 
Act should also be improved to give 
Osage entities and business a chance 
to bid for projects advertising jobs as 
a way “to keep the business that we 
have in with our Osage citizens.”

LaZelle said Osage laws needing 
changes are those, which infringe 
on separation of powers and any law 
that does not uphold the Constitu-
tion. 

Approximately 60 Osages and 
their family members attended the 
Day One debates. 

This is the second election year in 
which the Osage News has hosted 
election candidate debates. In 2010, 
the newspaper hosted two-day de-

-
gressional races.



within 300 feet of the entrance of the 

polling place. 

Examples of electioneering: writ-

ten or printed materials for a candi-

date; signs, stickers, buttons, shirts, 

bumper stickers, fans etc.; talking 

about voting for or against a particu-

lar candidate or issue; candidates or 

their campaign committee members 

greeting voters as they approach the 

polling place.

going to cast their votes will be al-

lowed to remain within 50 feet of the 

polling place.

The consequences of electioneer-

ing could be a misdemeanor and 

summons to appear in the Osage Na-

tion Tribal Court; if convicted of elec-

tioneering the person may be subject 

Absentee Ballots
Only voters with completed ab-

sentee ballot requests will be sent 

ballots. Completed requests include 

a completed form and government 

issued ID, and the signature on the 

form must match the signature on 

the envelope.

Ballots will be mailed  
every week

Ballots will be mailed from Mary-

seven days to receive the ballot. If a 

person does not receive their ballot 

within this time, they are asked to 

get a new one sent to them.

For more information contact the 

–Continued from Page 1

military ID, etc. If the voter does not 
have an ID, they can still vote if two 

-
son’s identity.

looked up in the Osage Voter Regis-
try and asked to sign their name. The 
voter will receive an index card with 
an anonymous barcode on it and will 
be asked to present that card to elec-
tion staff who will scan the barcode 
and print off a ballot that matches 
the barcode.

The voter will take their ballot and 
cast their vote. Talking and the use 
of cell phones will not be permitted. 

place their ballot, unfolded, in the 
locked metal ballot box.  

Early absentee ballot 
processing, not counting

To cut down on absentee ballot 
processing and to prevent the delay 
of election results on election night, 
the election board staff will be pro-
cessing absentee ballots early, not 
counting them.

In the 2010 General Election the 
results weren’t posted until 1 a.m., 
causing some Osages to doubt the 
validity of the election and some 
Osages to look in the windows of the 
polling place to see what was taking 
the Election Day staff so long to an-
nounce results.

Early processing includes signa-
-

terior envelopes will be opened and 
separated from interior envelopes; 
interior envelopes will be opened 
and ballot removed, bundled and 
returned to the locked box with all 
envelopes and associated material, 
which shall be secured in a bank 
vault with a time lock before close 
of the business day, according to the 
presentation.

No electioneering
No electioneering will be allowed 



Rencountre mentioned the U.S. 
Declaration of Independence as an 
example of a government document 
that had incorporated culture in it 
and that the Osages had done the 
same with the Osage Constitution. 
He said he teaches his children what 
he knows about the culture, but 
it’s not the most important thing to 
know as an Osage legislator.

“Do I think it’s the end all? No, I 
don’t,” he said. “We have to go for-
ward. We cannot remain or we’re go-
ing to stay the same.”

Group 2
The second group to debate was 

Hank Hainzinger, Jim Ryan, John 
Jech, Justin Mays and John Maker. 

candidates was, “What role does 
the Osage Minerals Council have 
with the Osage Nation?” The second 
question asked: “Do you feel it’s im-
portant for the Nation to buy back 
Osage original reservation lands? 
If so, what is your strategy in doing 
this?” And the third question asked: 
“Do you support a per capita based 

The candidates were given three 
minutes to answer each question and 
one minute for rebuttal. 

All candidates agreed that the 
Osage Minerals Council is separate 
and that the OMC is in charge of 
looking after the Mineral’s Estate. 
All candidates also agreed that a per 
capita payment to all Osage tribal 
members was not in the Nation’s 
best interest at this time. 

In terms of buying back original 
Osage reservation lands, Hainzinger 
said that the issue was a close one to 
his heart, being that he is a rancher 
and a landowner. He said he would 

purchasing land but he would also 
like to see some sort of credit union 
that would make it easier for indi-
vidual Osages to buy back reserva-
tion land. 

“I would like to see Osage people 
own Osage land,” he said. 

Mays said, “I’ve always lived on 
Indian land, all my life, never lived 
anywhere else,” he said. 

He said owning your own land 
gives an individual an economic ad-
vantage and that more economic 

development in the tribe would aid 
the Nation in buying back lands. He 
later said that the Osage casinos are 
important to the tribe for economic 
development.

Maker said he is a landowner and 
that his family has nearly all of their 
original allotted land. He said that in 
the past he asked an Osage elder who 
had sat on many Osage tribal coun-
cils and asked him what he would’ve 
done if he had the gaming money the 
Nation does now. The elder said he 
would buy back land.

“I would like to see an Osage Real-

boundaries of the reservation,” Mak-
er said. “I have a map of all the land 
that is no longer in our possession … 
it’s really sad.”

Jech said that buying back land 
is important, but before the Nation 
buys back a piece of land the Nation 
needs to look at whether or not the 
land can be used by the Nation. The 
Nation also needs to prioritize it’s 
spending before looking into repur-
chasing land.

“We need to set up some sort of 
mechanism where the individual 
[selling the land] wouldn’t know who 
they were [selling it to],” Jech said, 
mentioning that prices in Osage 
County tend to go up when the sell-

ers know who they are selling to. “I 
think Osages need to have an op-
portunity to buy the land – we need 
to have land and legislation in place 
before the Nation buys it.”

Ryan said he believes in repur-
chasing restricted property and he 
is a supporter of any legislation that 
has to do with repurchasing land. 

He later said in his rebuttal that 
when the Nation repurchases the 
land the Nation needs to look at es-
tablishing ranches or cattle opera-
tions, maybe buffalo reserves, and 
going into business – “Osage beef.” 

Group three
The third group to debate was 

Nicki Revard Lorenzo, Shannon Ed-

candidates was, “What kind of 
health initiatives would you support 
to address health related issues such 
as diabetes, high blood pressure, 
heart disease, obesity, etc.” The sec-
ond question asked: “What will you 
do as a legislator to help preserve 
the Osage culture?” And the third 

–Continued from Page 2
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!ird ON Congressional candidates meet California Osages
Twelve candidates  
attend United Osage 
of Southern California 
meeting and share their 
campaigns for o!ce
By Benny Polacca 

Osage News

CARLSBAD, Calif. – Twelve Osage 
Congressional candidates hit the 
West Coast to ask California Osages 
for their votes in the 2012 Osage Na-
tion General Election with more than 

The United Osages of Southern 
California hosted its annual spring 
meeting on April 28 in Carlsbad and 
the Northern California Osage met 
the following day in Oakland. Both 
organizations invited this year’s 34 
candidates to the meetings to discuss 
their campaigns and plans if elected 
to one of the six Congressional seats 
during the June 4 election.

The Osage News attended the 
UOSC meeting held at the Carls-

bad by the Sea Resort, which had 12 
Osage candidates participating. 

Joe Mashunkashey, who spoke 

years of professional experience 
in working with tribal and federal 
government and gaming entities. 
Mashunkashey, who is the facilities 
construction project manager for 
Osage Casinos, said he’s previously 
worked on housing, water and sani-
tation projects for several tribes and 
would like to see more economic de-
velopment opportunities for the tribe 
and the tribe should ensure protec-
tion of the Osage Minerals Estate 
“for future generations.”

people,” Mashunkashey said, adding, 
“we need to look at what’s going to 

Becky Johnson, human resources 
director for Osage Casinos, shared 
her professional experience, which 
includes earning a bachelor’s degree 
from Dartmouth College and a law 
degree from the University of Colo-
rado. Johnson said she previously 
worked as a prosecutor and staff at-
torney at Cherokee Nation where she 

gained legislation-writing experi-
ence.

While at Osage Casinos, Johnson 
said she has worked on the entity’s 
professional leadership program, 
which targets Osages interested 
in leadership programs. If elected, 
Johnson said she promised, “I will 
communicate with the public and 
will obtain input as much as possible 
to follow the will of the people.”

Olivia “Libbi” Gray said she also 
has legislation-writing experience, 

of the Osage Limited Liability Com-
pany Act and said she would work on 
legislation dealing with employment 
law, the Tribal Employment Rights 

if elected.
“My goal is to sit down with our 

employees because they have the best 
grasp on what laws need to be passed,” 
Gray said, adding she would “get out 
and communicate with the people.”

Maria Whitehorn said she has at-
-

gressional Sessions and believes the 
Nation has improvements to make to 
its government, which includes bud-

geting tribal funds. “I will do my best 
to keep you informed and include you 
in (Congressional) business,” White-
horn said if elected.

“I believe we’ve done some things 
really well,” Whitehorn said, add-
ing, “I see we’ve run into a few prob-
lems, we need to get better and look 
at what we have to appropriate.” She 
said if improvements aren’t made, it 

services, which include the health 

Osages.
Jim Ryan said, if elected, any action 

he takes as a Congressman will include 

the Osage people?” Ryan said one of his 
-

volvement was offering a health initia-
tive idea (in response to a newspaper 
advertisement seeking suggestions), 
which has since evolved into the Na-

passed as a 2008 law (sponsor is Con-
gresswoman Shannon Edwards).  

Edwards said the idea for the health 
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Osages and not just one individual.
Ryan said another piece of legis-

which is a law rescinding the ON 
Treasurer’s authority of signing/
endorsing written instruments on 
Osage Minerals Council accounts. 
Ryan said the idea was sparked by 
a 2011 Facebook discussion to keep 
the Nation’s and Minerals Council 
funds separate. Congresswoman Al-
ice Goodfox sponsored the bill, which 
passed after Congress overrode a veto 

October 2011.
Goodfox said Ryan was not the only 

was a collaborative effort made by 10 
or more Osages, including Congress-
man Geoffrey Standing Bear.

RJ Walker said he’s built good re-
lationships with local entities around 
Osage County thanks to collabora-
tion on road projects as the Nation’s 
Roads Department. While director, 
Walker said the Nation contributed 

and added he’s proud the department 

handling the federal funds awarded 
to the Nation for those projects.

Walker’s other professional ex-
perience includes serving as chair-
man of the Osage County Industrial 
Authority. He said his collaborative 
experience on the board includes net-
working with entities such as the Tri 
County Technology Center, City of 

-
ment Center, now under construction. 
When completed, the center will pro-
vide classroom facilities and business 
incubator space for prospective busi-
nesses.

Rose Mary Shaw, whose previous 
work includes director of the Nation’s 
Counseling Center, budgeting and 
grant writing, describes herself as “a 
mover and a shaker, there’s no wishy-
washy – you get what you see.”

Shaw said she wants to see the Na-
tion offer a supplemental insurance 
program for Osages over age 65 and 
education initiatives targeting col-

lege students such as assisting those 
who are taking college entrance tests.

Jacque Jones opened her address 
acknowledging her fellow candidates 
and attendees as “friends and rela-
tives,” noting that she has spoken 
with several of those in attendance 
who call the Nation’s Constituent 
Services of which she is director. “I’m 
ready to move this Nation forward 
with a group of exceptional, educat-
ed, bright Osages,” she said.

“I believe in this Constitution, I be-
lieve the Minerals Estate is for the 
shareholders … I believe in family and 
I believe in unity,” Jones said noting 
the Congress members need to work 
together “or we’re not going to have 
enough money to provide services.”

Shannon Edwards, who is seek-
ing re-election, said she is running 
again because she believes there 
is still work to be done and added 
that she is running on consistency. 
She referred to a story in that morn-
ing’s Daily Oklahoman newspaper 
in which a Clinton bank froze the 
Cheyenne and Arapaho tribes’ bank 

tribal leadership. “That’s what hap-
pens when there’s no consistency in 
government,” she said.

“Government doesn’t just work by 
itself, it needs people … with gifts to 
bring to our Nation,” she said. As an 

-
wards said no appropriation was ap-
proved by Congress to supplement the 

said: “I think an amendment needs to 
be created so it can be perpetuated.”   

Candy Thomas said her profes-
sional experience in public service 
includes working as a grant writer. 

in how we realize our dreams,” she 
said.

Thomas, who currently serves on 
the Gaming Enterprise Board said 
the projected revenue for gaming 
funds distributed to the Nation’s gov-
ernment is likely to remain a steady 

to expand two of the seven casinos. 

“I’ve made that commitment: the im-
portance of listening to the people 
and following up,” she said 

Lorenzo’s previous experience 
includes serving as a school super-
intendent and teacher in northern 
California, which includes working 
on budgeting and polices. She said 
Congress needs to improve budget 
work to avoid overspending, adding, 
“I’d like to see Congress more ac-
countable.”

About 50 people including Osages, 
candidates and family members at-
tended the April 28 meeting. 

Bill Myers, leader of the UOSC, 
said the organization, a source of 
networking for Osages in the state, 
conducted a survey, which found that 
one Osage who attends the UOSC 
meetings talks to at least six other 
Osages.

–Continued from Page 11

Thomas said one way to plan for the 
future would be to hold a government 
summit with all government branch-
es and boards and commissions in-
volved.  

John Maker said fairness is one 
quality voters should consider in 
their choice for Congress members. 
He referred to oral tradition sto-
ries, which include lessons such as: 
“If someone doesn’t have food, you 
should share with them.”

Maker believes the Nation has “a 
great education program now,” but 
added: “as we all know, the cost of edu-
cation goes up, we need to keep up with 
the cost of education.” He also said the 
Nation should consider creating its 
own college which would help address 
the student dropout rate and the Na-
tion should also look into the need for  

Nicki Revard Lorenzo said she’s 
learned that many out-of-area Osag-
es feel underrepresented and that 
there’s no follow-up on some issues. 





New Mexico Osages band together for upcoming election
New Mexico Association 
of Osages hosted 15 Osage 
candidates May 1
By Sunnie Clahchischiligi 

Special to Osage News

The New Mexico Association of 
Osages made their presence known to 
15 Osage congressional hopefuls dur-

of New Mexico on May 1.
The association, which is in its 

building stages, put together a meet-
ing where they shared their vision as 
an association and invited Osage con-
gressional candidates to share their 
platforms and engage in a question 
and answer session with an audience 
of about 50-plus people.

While a meet-and-greet with the 
candidates was an important part of 
the meeting the highlight was getting 
to know the association itself.

Richard Chissoe, a New Mexico 
Osage and the former Osage Nation 
Gaming Commissioner from 2006-
2010, was one of the main initia-
tors behind the association. Chissoe 
served as moderator for the event 
and said that the meeting was a great 
way to showcase the association and 
get it on the minds of the candidates 
before the General Election in June.

“I will say that being election sea-
son that that really kind of promoted 
this meeting to take place now,” Chis-
soe said. “This is an idea that’s kind 
of been generated over a couple of few 
years now.”

The association isn’t new to the 
Osage people especially to those liv-
ing in New Mexico. The idea for the 
association originally generated in 
2005 and 2006, but with the new 
Osage government (at the time) in ef-
fect, gaining recognition for the asso-

“At the time the government was 
new, voter registration wasn’t avail-
able ... there wasn’t as much aware-
ness in terms of the government,” 
Chissoe said. “I think really the time 
was more right now to roll this out.”

But now that the association and 

its initiators, as they call themselves, 

the ball rolling.
And there couldn’t have been a bet-

ter time than election time.
Chissoe said those initiators be-

hind the association decided to host 

with a visit from Osage congressional 
candidates.

He said that there hasn’t been a 
charter established by laws that will 
ultimately shape the mission of the 
association.

But right for now, Chissoe said 
the initiators behind the association 
would like to see it become an organi-
zation that ties Osages living in New 
Mexico to the Osage people, culture, 
history, politics, education, language 
and more, together.

“This organization would serve to 
be somewhat of a bridge between New 
Mexico Osages and the Osages back 
home,” Chissoe said. “(To see) just 
what’s going on back in the Osage.”

Chissoe has lived in New Mexico 

four different times in his life. He 
moved to New Mexico from Oklaho-
ma in 2000. In the fall of 2006 he was 
asked to return to Oklahoma as the 
gaming commissioner for the Osage 
Tribe. He returned to New Mexico 
again in the spring of 2010 and now 
serves on the Laguna Gaming Con-
trol Board. 

The organization consists of about 
8-10 initiators. All of who do not take 
ownership of the association. Chissoe 
said they are “just people who have 
taken the initiative” on the associa-
tion. 

The meeting started off with a brief 
introduction of the association and its 
initiators followed by candidate intro-
ductions. Lunch was provided for the 
candidates and those in attendance, 
followed by an afternoon of presenta-
tions and a question and answer ses-
sion.

The agenda also included a slot for 
Osage Nation Congressman Geoffrey 
Standing Bear who spoke about the 
recent constitutional amendments.

Those candidates present for the 
meeting were; Archie Mason, Maria 
Whitehorn, Shannon Edwards, Mat-
thew Shunkamolah, Candy Thomas, 
Becky Johnson, Cecelia Tallchief, 
Carl Sellers, Nicki Revard Lorenzo, 
Jerri Jean Branstetter, Angela Ma-

“Libbi” Gray (Chissoe’s sister), Jo-
seph Roger Lynn and RJ Walker.

the opportunity to give their plat-
form speeches and later engaged in a 
three-hour question and answer ses-
sion.

Osage Nation Congressional Can-
didate Becky Johnson, who like many 
of the other candidates visited both 
Osage organizations in California 
and in New Mexico, said many of the 
Osages in all three organizations and 
in Osage County shared the same 
concerns.

“They were similar to the ones in 
California, people were concerned 
about businesses, what’s going on 
with those businesses, it seems like 
people aren’t sure if they’re getting 
accurate information with what’s 
happened with some of the business 

-
cerned about possibly overreaching 
of the different branches, violation of 
separation of powers, people getting 
news stories they get as much accu-
rate information from that as much 
as they can ... they had their opinions 
and they wanted to see what the can-
didates would do in the situations.” 

“They (all three organizations) 
were all pretty rigorous,” Johnson 
added.

Other topics candidates addressed 
included elder care, economic devel-
opment, education, cultural preserva-
tion and more.

-
tioned continuing to push for the ef-
forts of the association. 

While most candidates knew lit-
tle about the association many were 
open-minded and fell favorable to the 
idea of having such an organization.

Johnson said she for one could have 
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Osage candidates visit Oklahoma City voters
By Benny Polacca 

Osage News

-
es seeking a Congressional seat in 
June’s General Election sounded off 
during an April 21 political gather-
ing sharing their concerns about the 
current tribal government and what 
they would focus on, if elected for a 
four-year term.

Jim Ryan, who is seeking a seat in 
this year’s election, coordinated the 
event, billed as the “Revard Rally” 
and invited fellow candidates and 
the Osage public to the event held in 
The Village Library. Ryan, a mem-
ber of the Revard family, organized a 
similar rally in Edmond for the can-
didates in the 2010 general election. 

Shannon Edwards was the lone 
Congressional incumbent attending 
the event. She said there are several 

-
sional attention, which she wants 
to focus on. Edwards said, as an ex-
ample, the Nation needs to focus on 
improving the government campus 
infrastructure, which has been a 
longstanding topic.

Edwards said upgrading the cam-

we’re going to have to do is prioritize 
budgeting,” she said adding the Na-
tion also needs to focus on investing 

money. “It could be earning as much 
as three to four percent, with stronger 
help it could earn eight to 10 percent.”

so she could leave early due to family 
medical reasons. Her father, Oklaho-
ma City attorney John T. Edwards, 
died the next day.

Matthew Shunkamolah, who 
spoke next, said he is running to ad-
dress problems he encountered or is 
aware of after working for the Na-
tion most recently as the Gaming 
Commission Executive Director. He 
resigned from the post in March stat-
ing, “I felt that the executive (branch) 
side … they’re not doing their job,” 

and listed concerns he would like to 
address.

Shunkamolah said he believes 
the Nation’s law enforcement enti-
ties are underfunded and the tribal 

more training and upgraded equip-
ment. He also believes the Attorney 

-
ed with more specialty attorneys to 
handle the Nation’s legal and litiga-
tion matters. 

government and believes his fresh 
-

ed to Congress. Hainzinger said he 

any recent event affecting the gov-
ernment, but believes Congress will 
face tough decisions such as budget-
ing. “There’s cuts to be made, people 
won’t like them all,” Hainzinger said.

Hainzinger, a lifelong Osage Coun-
ty resident with a ranching back-
ground, took an audience question of 

-
able in Osage County and a possible 
additional revenue source for the 
Nation. Hainzinger said the demand 
for beef is presently high, but notes 
that could change with the economy. 
He said there are plenty of acres for 
cattle in the county, but also said it 
may not spur a lot of local jobs.

Rose Mary Shaw said she wants 
the Nation to improve its health ser-
vices for the people. Shaw believes 
the Nation needs to get stronger 
mental health services with a full-
time psychiatrist otherwise patients 
face a months-long wait to be seen by 
a part-time provider. Shaw also be-
lieves the Nation still needs to com-

Service Clinic despite the recent de-
parture of the four-member Health 
Authority Board, which resigned in 
wake of recent decisions made by the 
Executive Branch.

Shaw’s brother, Ron Shaw, M.D., 
served on the Health Author-
ity Board which is needed as part 
of several requirements for a tribe 
to contract an IHS facility to have 
a stronger say in spending millions 
of federal money allocated annually 
for health care. “We have no say-so 
in our funding,” she said of the IHS 
clinic budget currently determined 

Olivia “Libbi” Gray said her pro-
fessional experience comes from 
working as a consultant with several 
tribes. “I’ve seen what works and 
what doesn’t work in Indian Coun-
try,” she said adding she’s familiar 
with the Nation’s programs and said 

the tribe’s business shouldn’t come 
to a standstill if elected leaders don’t 
get along. Gray is married to former 

“What I’m going to ask you guys to 
do is look at the skills, expertise (of 
the candidates) and also look at their 
attitudes,” Gray told the audience. 
“There will be problems, likely in-
vestigations, there’ll be times you’ll 
have to tell someone ‘no’ (at budget 
time), laws have been broken. Those 
things have to be handled – we don’t 
need to scream from the rooftops.” 

Jim Ryan said he would like to see 
the Nation improve its senior citi-
zen services and opportunities such 
as providing facilities and housing 
in Fairfax and Hominy to mirror 

activities across the board,” he said 
adding computer literary classes as 
an example.

Ryan said he wants to see more 
health initiatives offered such as 
nutrition and exercise opportunities 
to reduce the diabetes risk among 
Osages. Ryan believes the Nation 
should also explore developing a 
sports authority board and a gym 
membership card program, which 

card, to help all Osages cover health 
club-related costs.

the Nation is the Osage Limited Li-

concerns with the LLC after hear-
ing recent reports and political chat-

something that warrants attention,” 
she said adding that she’s seen both 
good and bad instances of contract-

where she works as an attorney.

look at her Tulsa area law practice 
-

terest are present in response to an 

worked with 11 area tribes in efforts, 
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Osage candidates speak at !e Cedar Chest
By Benny Polacca 

Osage News

Candidates for the Third Osage Na-
tion Congress have started their trek 
on the campaign trail with several 
making a stop at the Cedar Chest to 
share their interest in seeking public 

Cedar Chest co-operators Julie 
O’keefe and Danette Daniels held an 
April 12 reception for the Legislative 
Branch candidates who are seeking 
the six Congressional seats up for 
grabs in the June election.

O’keefe said the store held a simi-
lar forum during the 2010 election 
season when Daniels ran for the 
Second ON Congress and wanted to 
repeat the event. Candidate names 
written on paper pieces were drawn 
from a bowl to determine the speak-

minutes each.
The following candidates addressed 

the reception and here are some of the 
thoughts and comments they shared 

Berbon Hamilton, who was selected 

education to the people is needed on 
the Nation’s government operations. 
For example, Hamilton said more 
education is needed on how Constitu-
tional amendments work considering 
Osage voters will decide on several 
amendment questions, which will 
make the June ballot and a special 
election to be held in August.

With a smile, Hamilton closed his 
speech in referring to his name or-
der on the ballot: “I’m number three 
on the ballot, I’m number one in your 
heart.”

Jacque Jones said she has heard the 
needs and concerns of many Osages 
over the years who sought assistance 
from the Nation’s Constituent Servic-

Jones said she is dedicating herself to 
learning about every operation in the 
government in preparing for a poten-
tial Congressional run.

Jones said the Nation needs to sus-
tain itself through health and eco-
nomic development opportunities and 

closed with: “I’ve always had an open 
door and that’s not going to change.”

Jozi Tall Chief said is concerned 
about political divisiveness and said 
she was addressing the public as 
family. “I feel like we need to come 
together as one and get rid of this di-
visiveness,” she said.

If elected, Tall Chief said she would 
address items she believes are at is-
sue which include “unchecked powers 
to the Executive Branch” and legisla-
tion which would address elder care 
for Osages.

RJ Walker said an asset he holds in 

along with everyone.”
As director of the Nation’s Roads 

Department, Walker said his experi-
ence in exercising tribal sovereignty 
is working with several entities to se-
cure millions of federal dollars each 
year awarded to the Nation for road 
projects in Osage County.  

Congressional Speaker Jerri Jean 
Branstetter is seeking a second term 

serve on the Congress with the need 

to make hard decisions that are up 
for Congressional consideration. She 
shared her professional experience 
in working at the state government 
level and was active with the Osage 
government reform movement when 
the 2006 government was being de-
veloped.

Branstetter said the Congress fac-
es challenges in appropriating fund-
ing for tribal government operations. 

Session has been whether to dip into 
the Nation’s reserve funds to support 
money requests. Branstetter said “I 
would never vote to use that money 
at this point.”

use her experience as an Indian law-
focused attorney in her Congressional 
work, if elected. As an attorney, she 
has worked with 11 tribes and previ-
ously worked as a tribal housing di-
rector where she gained experience 
in issues such as land-into-trust pro-
cesses and grant writing.

“I hope you, the people, give me 
the chance to apply (my experience) 

would address, if elected, is day care 
so it is affordable and has Osage pref-
erence for the tribal clientele.

Olivia “Libbi” Gray said she would 
look at the Nation’s ethics laws if 

we need to hold ourselves to a higher 
standard,” she said.

Other areas Gray said she would 
-

ter rights and employment laws.

served as the real treasurer” referring 
to her director’s post with the Osage 
Tribal Museum. She touted her pro-
fessional experience in working with 
various entities in safeguarding and 
collecting Osage artifacts, historical 
items and clothing.  

Anthony Shackelford, who is seek-
ing a second Congressional term, said 
ideas regarding the future “starts 

trust in leadership” to serve, Shack-
elford said in asking for the people’s 
vote to serve again.

Maria Whitehorn said “we need 
strong leadership to knit us together.” 
She pointed at various knitted art-
work on display in The Cedar Chest 
and said the Nation “needs a person 
to hold all of those pieces together.”

-
horn encouraged the people to share 
their thoughts and concerns with her. 
“There’s lots of things I want to do, 
come talk to me,” Whitehorn said, 
adding she is open to hearing more 
ideas.

Candy Thomas said her entire 
professional life has included public 
service and planning. She shared her 
job experience, which includes grant 
writing, and working as an economic 
development specialist for the Osage 
County Industrial Authority.

“I feel like a keystone of my plat-
form is going to be strategic plan-
ning,” Thomas said.

Shannon Edwards is seeking a 
second Congressional term and said 
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she would work on legislation where 
there’s more work to be done. She 
shared various pieces of legislation 
she’s worked on during her six-year 
tenure as a congresswoman, which 
includes the bill establishing the 

-

If reelected, Edwards said she also 
wants to focus on investing the Na-
tion’s surplus funds, which sit at ap-

Linda Lazelle, a former staffer in 

area of concern she wants to address 
is stronger legislation if elected. “Leg-
islation sometimes didn’t meet the 
needs of Osage people,” she said.

“I would certainly like to (address) 
things that need improving,” Lazelle 
told the people, adding “you can call 
me at anytime.”

laugh at herself during her opening 
remarks. “I’m the oldest, shortest, 
chubbiest daughter” in the family. 
She said her placement in her family 
taught her a lot about responsibility.

would like to see more done for the 
Education Department and health 
programs to address the needs of the 
people.

Joseph Roger Lynn said an area of 
focus for the Nation is economic de-
velopment so the tribe will be “self-

generate non-gaming revenue.
“What we need is a department of 

commerce and trading,” Lynn said 
adding, “We need to give our people 
hope, something to aim for.”

The Cedar Chest gathering is one 

of the 2012 election season. Candi-
dates have also been invited to Osage 
association group meetings in south-
ern and northern California, New 
Mexico, Tulsa and Oklahoma City be-
tween now and June.

To view more photos taken at The 
Cedar Chest candidate reception, vis-
it the Osage News Flickr page online 

-

–Continued from Page 19

which include: putting land into 
federal trust status; working with 

-
ary dispute; and working with the 
Muscogee Creek Nation on its recent 
purchase of the Riverwalk Crossing 
development in Jenks.     

Carl Sellers told the crowd: “I will 
serve all Osage people, I want to em-
phasize all Osage people.” He said he 
supports outreach efforts on the part 
of Congress to hold town hall-style 
meetings, “where we come to you.”

With regards to education, Sell-
ers said he supports efforts to award 
all Osage college students the same 
scholarship amount regardless of 
the institution. This is in reference 

to prior Congressional discussion of 
whether students attending low-cost 
or tuition-free institutions should 
receive lower scholarship awards 
versus the maximum amount. “We 

Nicki Revard Lorenzo said her prior 
educational experiences has prepared 
her to take on government duties 
and she added the budgeting process 
should be improved. “I’d like to see a 
template placed on all appropriation 
bills which asks the question: ‘Will 

Lorenzo said she tackled policies 
and procedures, budgeting and dealt 
with federal and state dollars while 

superintendent and principal at an 

in northern California. She said her 
educational experience also involved 
reaching out to the public and ad-
dressing tough issues, which were 
needed to “heal the community.” 

Approximately 20 people, can-
didates, their families and fellow 
Osages attended the April 21 event.

A second Revard Rally is sched-
uled for May 12 in Tulsa at the Zar-
row Regional Library, 2224 W. 51st 
St., starting at 1 p.m.

To see more photos, visit the Osage 

News Flickr page online at: www.

–Continued from Page 15

2012 O!cial Congressional Candidate List
1) Jerri Jean Branstetter 
2) Shannon Edwards 
3) Olivia “Libbi” Gray 
4) Becky Johnson 
5) Jacque Jones 
6) Berbon Hamilton 

8) Teresa DeRoin Hudgins 
9) John Jech 
10) Linda Lazelle 
11) Nicki Revard Lorenzo 
12) Joseph Roger Lynn 
13) John Maker 
14) Joe Mashunkashey 
15) Bill Mashunkashey Jr. 
16) Archie Mason 

18) Roscoe Mays 
19) Jenny Miller 

21) Jim Ryan 

24) Shane Rencountre 
25) Carl Sellers 
26) Anthony Shackelford 

28) Matthew Shunkamolah 
29) Mark Simms 
30) Jozi Tall Chief 

31) Cecelia Tallchief 

32) Candy Thomas 

33) Maria Whitehorn 

34) RJ Walker



It’s time for a change.
Although fine people have served in Congress, and I thank them for 

their service, it’s time for a change in leadership. We can’t a!ord more of 
the same. 

Let’s move forward to a brighter future. We need better programs and 
more funding for education. Many of our elders are having a di"cult time 
because they cannot live near their families. 

We need change…

I can bring a new focus to our tribe, a new vision of leadership. As candi-
date for the Osage Nation Congress, I want to work with you to help grow 
our Nation to greater strength, more security, and a continuously-flowing 
prosperity. A vote for John F. Maker is a vote for change!

www.makerforcongress.org

I’ll champion: 

institution

portfolio to generate revenue 
from other areas

and technology

growing college expenses

 
districts



Jerri Jean Branstetter
THIRD OSAGE NATION CONGRESS

Jerri Jean Branstetter
THIRD OSAGE NATION CONGRESS

Re-Elect

We will 
 work for…

“E! ective leadership…that’s what has 
streamlined operations in the Congressional 
o"  ces and brought the positive changes we’ve 
seen. I listen to everyone and read everything 
that crosses my desk ~ every email, every 
phone call, every Osage who enters my door. 
No issue is too small or problem too big that 
I won’t make the time to be there for my 
constituents. 
# at’s who I am…”

Experienced. Dedicated.
Leadership.

#17 on the Ballot

Jerri Jean Branstetter
THIRD OSAGE NATION CONGRESS

Jerri Jean Branstetter
THIRD OSAGE NATION CONGRESS

Re-Elect

Paid by Jerri Jean Branstetter Campaign



“I believe that the businesses of the Osage nation must 
thrive in order to ensure services and bene!ts to the 

Osage people wherever they may live… strong businesses 
will be the pillars that uphold the Osage Nation.”

WE BELIEVE IN:

 

 

MEMBER OF:
 

RECOGNITION:

 

 The economic health of the Osage Nation is, and will continue to be, a top priority for six-year Osage Congress-
man and Candidate Mark J. Simms. “The way the Osage people will prosper is to make Osage businesses profitable,” 
Simms says. “I believe that the businesses of the Osage nation must thrive in order to ensure services and benefits to 
the Osage people wherever they may live,” he adds. “Strong businesses will be the pillars that uphold the Osage Nation.

Simms says, “We need to look at the business entitles of the Osage Nation and help them focus more on business 
strategy. Specifically, the Osage Casinos and the Osage L.L.C need to develop sound business strategies and improve 
communication with Congress,” Simms explains. Such communication comes from the Osage Gaming Enterprise 
Board and the Osage L.L.C. Board, which report both to the Commerce and Economic Development Committee to 
and to the Osage Congress.

With regard to the Osage Casinos, Simms believes that expansion is good, as long as the expansion is purposeful. 
“We need to have a plan which ensures that as expansion occurs, the business remains profitable. For example, new 
construction at the Osage Casinos is already underway. This needs to be done in a fiscally responsible manner in order 
to preserve profits as these projects progress. There has to be accountability at each step and I will work to ensure this 
takes place.”

Mark Simms has a proven track record in building profitable businesses. Simms founded Accent Pest Control Inc. 
in 1980, which has grown to be the largest independently owned company in Bartlesville, Oklahoma. He is also the 
founder of Bartlesville Properties, Inc., established in 1989, which has grown to provide housing to 52 families.

Another important goal Mark Simms will work toward is for the separation of Minerals Estate Trust from the Osage 
Nation. For the past six years, the Osage Minerals Estate Trust has been held within the Treasury of the Osage Nation. 
Simms disagrees with this policy. “The Minerals Trust needs to be separate and independent from the Osage govern-
ment and I will strive to make that happen,” Simms says.

Mark Simms, who is married to Linda Bellamy Simms, is the  son of Evelyn Onhand Pitts and is the grandson of 
Ralph Onhand (Wah- Tsa-Ah- Tah) of the Beaver Band, original Allottee 582. After his father died, Simms was raised 
by the late William Pitts, brother of former Chief Paul Pitts, as his own son in the traditional ways of the Osage. Later, 
Simms was adopted into the Bear Clan and was given his Osage name, Le- Ta -Xoh, by Mary Red Eagle. 

Simms attended Oklahoma State University for three years majoring in the Business Administration with a minor in 
Psychology. He left OSU to serve in the U.S. Army. When he returned  from the U.S. Army, he enrolled in Oklahoma 
State Tech where he earned an associates degree in bookkeeping.



Letters to the Editor Submissions
If you’d like to submit a letter to the editor, mail it to the Osage News, 

sshaw@osagetribe.org. Letters must be respectful and informative to the 
reader, and may be edited for grammar, clarity and space.
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Candidate’s 
Statements

Developing a 
Comprehensive 
Education plan

I believe that children and grand-
children are our greatest gift, and 
that our greatest loss is a failure to 
nurture a child blessed with talent. 
Every Osage child deserves the best 
chance to determine their own fate.

We need to work with our schools 
to keep our children from “falling 
through the cracks” in our educa-
tional system. We can do this by 
working with with sports and after 
school programs and tailoring them 
to each child’s progress.

We cannot predict the challenges 
our Osage children will face. We can, 
however, foster creativity and prob-
lem solving abilities of our youth, 
readying them for the challenges 
they will face when it is their time 
to decide the direction of our Nation.

Get updates at RJWalkerJr.com.



GENERAL ELECTION PROPOSED
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS I

Osage Nation Election Office

1. Reference to the Resolution Passed by Congress
A. Proposed Amendment:

B. Proposed Changes to the Constitution:

bold italics.  
C. Purpose:

www.osagetribe.com/electionboard

1. ONCR 10-21.
A. Proposed Amendment:

B. Proposed Changes to the Constitution: Article XI – CITIZEN 
INITIATIVE, REFERENDUM, AND RECALL

bold italics
 Section 3. 

 twenty-five (25) percent of the 
number of voters placing votes in the preceding general election in which the Office 
of the Principal Chief was on the ballot

C. Purpose: 

2. ONCR 10-22.
A. Proposed Amendment:

B. Proposed Changes to the Constitution: Article XI – CITIZEN 
INITIATIVE, REFERENDUM, AND RECALL

bold italics
 Section 8. 

 twenty-five (25) percent of the number of voters placing votes in the preced-
ing general election in which the Office of the Principal Chief was on the ballot.  

C. Purpose: 

3. ONCR 10-23.
A. Proposed Amendment: 

B. Proposed Changes to the Constitution: Article XX – AMEND-
MENT OF CONSTITUTION

bold italics



GENERAL ELECTION PROPOSED
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS II

Osage Nation Election Office

Section 2. 

 number of voters 
placing votes in the preceding general election in which the Office of the Princi-
pal Chief was on the ballot.

C. Purpose:

4. ONCR 10-26.
A. Proposed Amendment:

B. Proposed Changes to the Constitution: Article XX – AMEND-
MENT OF CONSTITUTION

bold italics
 Section 1. 

 three-fourths (3/4) or 9  of 
the Osage Nation

C. Purpose:

5. ONCR 10-30.
A. Proposed Amendment: 

B. Proposed Changes to the Constitution:  
Article III – CITIZENSHIP

bold italics
Section 1.  Citizenship 
citizenship

Section 2.  Citizenship

 have the right to citizenship
 citizens

Section 3.  citizen
citizen or

 citizenship.
Section 4.  Citizenship

 citizen-
ship citi-
zens

 citizenship
 citizenship

 citizens.
Article VI – LEGISLATURE

bold italics
Section 4.  citizens

Article VII – EXECUTIVE

Section 3.  citizens

Article VIII – JUDICIARY
bold italics



GENERAL ELECTION PROPOSED
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS III

Osage Nation Election Office

Section 3. 

 citizen

Section 6. 

 citizen

Article XIII – SUFFRAGE AND ELECTIONS
bold italics

Section 1.  citizens

Article XV – NATURAL RESOURCES AND MINERALS 
bold italics

Section 4. 
m Ee

 citi-
zens

 citizens

C. Purpose: 

6. ONCR 11-05.
A. Proposed Amendment: 

B. Proposed Changes to the Constitution: Article IV – DEC-
LARATION OF RIGHTS

bold italics
 Section 3. 

;

C. Purpose: 

7. ONCR 11-10.
A. Proposed Amendment:

B. Proposed Changes to the Constitution: Article VII – EX-
ECUTIVE bold 
italics

 Section 2. 

No person shall be elected to the 
Office of Principal Chief more than three times.



used such an organization when she 
lived in Los Angeles and Colorado 
as she felt home sick plenty of times. 
She said she saw the association on 
Facebook but thought it was a loose 
online group of Osage people living in 
New Mexico.

“It was nice to see that their orga-
nizing, becoming not just a political 
group, I’m glad to see that they’re do-
ing more than that, getting together 
to support one another, from getting 
homesick, culture things … ” John-
son said. “As a government one of 
the things that’s good for us is there 
is community, a group that we can 
speak to, get their input on what they 
see from the outside. Their needs are 
completely different from the people 
back home. The people outside want 
to have that connection with the gov-
ernment and people.”

Chissoe couldn’t agree more. He 
said that’s exactly what he had hoped 
those present at the meeting would 
see.

He said he was happy with how 
news of the newly active association 
was received.

“I think it was received very favor-
ably, I really didn’t hear any nega-
tive feedback, the response we have 
gotten so far has been very positive,” 
Chissoe said. “We’re very pleased 
with how this meeting went, the feed 
back from candidates and people back 
home has been very pleasant. We’re 
pleased with how this is going we are 
very motivated to continue to see how 
this is going.”

The association sent 165 mail 
outs announcing the meeting to the 
163 registered Osage voters who the 
Osage Nation Election Board says 
live in New Mexico.  

Many weren’t able to make it due to 
the timeliness of the meeting, but the 
association based their meeting time 
on what was best for the already-
traveling candidates.

Jodie Revard, another New Mexico 
Osage who delegates her time be-
tween New Mexico and her two Osage 
County homes, is also one of the initi-
ators behind the association. She has 
lived in New Mexico for the last two 
and a half years.

Revard said when the idea for the 
association came up she was happy to 
jump on board. She said when there 
were just a handful of Osages living 
in New Mexico they often would gath-
er and have dinner, just to have that 
Osage connection.

She said now she’s happy to see 
something more formal like the asso-
ciation come into the works.

“I feel that its very important be-
cause Osage people, we’re very clan-
nish, we like to be among each other 
and we like to support one another, 
doesn’t matter where you live we’re 
like that in general, so it just feels 
good to have those same values out-
side of the reservation,” Revard said. 
“My culture’s very important so I have 
a home in Oklahoma, I go back and 
forth quite often, I know being in New 
Mexico if I want my culture a portion 
of it’s not going to be brought to me, 
it’s my responsibility to go back there, 
because that culture’s there.”

Revard and Chissoe said they see 
more positive things to come from the 
fairly new association. In their next 
meeting (which has no set date yet) 
they will be nominating and voting as 
a group for positions in the associa-
tions. 

Chissoe would like to see a delega-
tion from the association visit with 
congress members and organization 
leaders on a regular basis to keep the 
Osage conversation going. He said he 
would also like to see a heavy interest 
in cultural engagement, maybe even 
getting the Osage language taught to 
New Mexico Osages.

While there are plenty of ideas as 
to what the characteristic of the as-
sociation is going to be it is still up to 
those who wish to be apart of it.

“Hopefully this is a beginning into 
something … as things have taken 
shape we sort of shared a vision of 
what we would like to see,” Chissoe 
said. “(But) the association will be 
what the membership makes it.” 

–Continued from Page 14



Archie Mason announces his candidacy 
for the "ird Osage Nation Congress
Press Release

Archie Mason announces his candi-
dacy for reelection to the Osage Na-
tion Congress. “I consider it an honor 
to serve and contribute my best to our 
Osage people and way of life. I will 
always be dedicated to the Osage peo-
ple and Osage Nation and I will serve 
with honesty, integrity, passion and 
compassion”, says Archie.

During his time in congress, he has 
had the privilege of being a member 
of the historic 1st Osage Nation Con-
gress and had the honor of being the 

served as Chair of the Health and So-
cial Services Committee, Vice-Chair 
of the Education Committee, and 
member of the Rules and Ethics Com-
mittee. He has been a constant pres-

among the Osage people: taking time 
to listen, communicate, and research 
facts using his experience to deter-
mine how best to meet the needs of 
the Nation. He has worked hard over 

-
lationships within all the branches of 
government to solicit clear and open 
communication. He believes the Con-
stitution must enable the government 
to function to its fullest potential and 

-
ness, equality and justice. He believes 
it is essential  to have accountability 
to the people. 

Archie is a retired educator with 
34 years in public education and 
holds a Master’s Degree in Education 
and Secondary School Administra-
tion from Northeastern State Uni-
versity. He has over four decades of 
involvement with federal programs, 

including the U.S. Departments of 

and Selective Service System. He 
has gained insight and understand-
ing into varied government agencies, 
while representing Indian Education 
at local, state, and national levels. 
He has applied his expertise to the 
many issues that have come before 
Osage Nation Congress.

Archie is culturally active with the 
Osage Nation. He aspires to continue 
his family tradition of tribal govern-
ment service with his reelection. His 
parents were Archie Mason Sr. and 
Julia Deal Mason, both active within 
the Osage Nation. His grandfather, 
Joseph C. Mason was a Tribal Coun-
cilman, and his great-grandfather, 
James Bigheart, was Chief of the 
Osages. It would be a great honor for 
Archie to continue to serve the Osage 
Nation.

Archie is married to Ramona 
Mason, a member of the Mvskoke 
(Creek) tribe. Together they have 

and one great granddaughter.
For more information you can visit 

Archie’s website at www.archiemason.
net.

question asked: “What knowledge of 
Osage legislation do you bring to the 
position if elected?”

The candidates were given three 
minutes to answer each question and 
one minute for rebuttal. 

All candidates agreed that they 
would support legislation to improve 
the health of the Nation’s tribal 
members, as well as support all cul-
tural legislation. 

When asked about their knowl-
edge of Osage legislation, Tall Chief 
said she didn’t have a degree but she 
had the intelligence to visit with the 
Osage people and ask them what 
they need, or if she needed a lawyer 
she knows to get a lawyer. “I have 
enough sense to do that,” she said.

with the tribe for two years and had 
experience in working with the con-
gress and going before congress for 
her department. “I do understand 
legislation … they started from 
scratch as well.” 

She added that she has never writ-
ten legislation but she has written 
plenty of policy and procedures as 
a director of the Nation and follows 
current legislation.

Edwards said that she has had 
six years of experience as an Osage 

–Continued from Page 8

legislator and that anyone can be a 
member of congress if they have the 
perseverance and the willingness to 
learn. “I believe I’ve done a good job 
of it for the last six years,” she said.

She added that the Nation’s laws 
are now published in books and that 
all tribal members can purchase 
them to review the Nation’s laws.

Lorenzo said that being a Superin-
tendent for a number of years taught 
her how to prepare for a challenge 

time. She had to know and be famil-

iar with state, federal and education 
laws while in her post. 

She added that she was ready to 
roll up her sleeves and get to work as 
an Osage legislator.

-
tract for 11 tribes in Oklahoma as 
their attorney, and with clients she 
writes legislation, reviews a lot of 
legislation and gives advice on leg-
islation. She said Osage congress 
members sometimes call her for her 
opinion on legislation.

“I would like to think that if I was 

elected I would be effective at that,” 
she said. 

She added that she respectfully 
disagreed with Edwards in thinking 
anyone could be a legislator. “I don’t 
think this is a learning experience, 
this is a multi-million dollar opera-
tion that warrants a careful, capable, 
committed servant … there has to 
be a knowledge base upon which to 
build.”

To watch the videos of the 2012 
Osage News Debates visit osage-
news.org.

Letters to
the Editor  
Submissions

If you’d like to submit a 
letter to the editor, mail it to 
the Osage News, Attn.: Shan-
non Shaw, 109 E. 6th Street, 

sshaw@osagetribe.org. Let-
ters must be respectful and 
informative to the reader, and 
may be edited for grammar, 
clarity and space.



Nicki Revard Lorenzo announces candidacy 
for the !ird Osage Nation Congress
Press Release

problems are seen and solutions 
ignored. When situations persist, 
people lose faith in the ability and 
willingness to change old patterns. 
As a congresswoman, I would re-
spect the traditions that ensure the 
importance of our people and work to 
change persistent problems.

I decided to become a candidate for 
Osage Nation Congress after much 
thought and after years of hearing 
and seeing the frustrations and con-
cerns of many of my fellow Osage. 
We can have the Osage Nation we 
want and walk tall through our par-
ticipation and our selection of com-

Osage, have an important decision to 
make: Who will best represent you in 
Congress?

My background as an educator and 
a businesswoman has prepared me 

to be a congresswoman. I graduated 
from Sonoma State University with a 
degree in anthropology and received 

a master’s degree in education from 
Dominican University. I have been a 
teacher, education specialist, super-
intendent/principal, and business-
woman working with district, county, 
state, and federal education codes 
and managing state and federal mon-
ey. I was a superintendent/principal 

-
ly meet the best educational needs of 
students and upgrade the learning 
environment with the support of the 
tribal council. I served on the board 

-
ter School in Oakland, CA, which ad-
dressed needs of urban Indian youth. 
I was a member of California Indian 
Education and National Indian Edu-
cation Associations.

2005 to be close to my mother, Betty 

Becky Johnson announces her candidacy
for the "ird Osage Nation Congress
Press Release

With humility and excitement, I 
am announcing my candidacy for 
Osage Nation Congress. I have a 

-

ciology from Dartmouth College and 
a law degree from the University of 
Colorado. I have worked for Indian 

areas of health, business, employ-
ment, and law, including 8 years in 

written tribal legislation and regu-
lations in areas to include employ-
ment rights, tribal preference, child 
care and protection, criminal law, 
taxation, citizenship, freedom of in-
formation, rights to privacy, several 
environmental areas, and court pro-
cedures.

To me, “It’s all about US. Unity 
and Sovereignty.” Although we’re 
all different, we accomplish the most 
and reach our greatest potential if 
we work in Unity. We must focus on 

-
mination. Our culture and language 
are a great source of strength, and we 

 LORENZO ANNOUNCES
—Continued on Page 31

 JOHNSON ANNOUNCES
—Continued on Page 32

must continue and improve current 
programs in these areas. We need to 

children from prenatal to adulthood, 
education, mental health, substance 
abuse, career services, veterans’ ser-
vices, elder services, and health pre-
vention, education and services.

Legislative support must be in 
place to protect and strengthen our 
Sovereignty. We must ensure that 

Court system are properly funded 
and necessary infrastructure to pro-
tect our Sovereignty. We should allow 
for greater opportunity to participate 
in government, ensure transparency 

and access to government records and 

should be allowed to obtain all records 
of the government and enterprises so 
long as protections are in place to pre-
vent inappropriate disclosures.

Lastly, we must focus on Self-De-
termination. We can control our own 
destiny and must do so through eco-
nomic development. We must diver-
sify our economic base and prepare 
ourselves for the future when our 
gaming compact expires. Supporting 

to be more independent and brings 
jobs to our communities. We should 

and reaching their career goals and 

must increase our employees’ secu-
rity and stability by protecting their 
rights to privacy and preventing re-
taliation, discrimination and harass-
ment. We should also support our 
Veterans especially in transitioning 
to the civilian world.

Tulsa. I am a Cook on the Grayhorse 
I’n-Lon-Schka Committee and enjoy 

the daughter of Judy Johnson and 
Lt. Colonel (Ret.) Leo Johnson, both 
of Fairfax and the granddaughter of 
the late Ted and Mary (Black) Ha-



Hank Hainzinger 
announces candidacy 
for the !ird Osage 
Nation Congress
Press Release

As a lifelong resident of Osage 
county, I, Hank Hainzinger, have 
been honored by the number of 
people who have encouraged me 
to run for Osage Nation Con-
gress. It was in part because of 

of my family that I now have the 
distinct privilege of being a can-
didate for Osage Nation Congress 
in 2012. As you read on you will 
learn more about me and under-
stand why I felt the need to run 
for Congress.

I attended college at North-
western Oklahoma State Uni-
versity and earned a Bachelors 
degree in Ag Business. After 
graduation I worked alongside 
my Grandfather (Walt Colby) on his ranch in Osage County. For the 
past 25 years I have partnered with my father in the family business 

took over the family ranching operation. I am the 4th generation to 
make a living from our land, and that makes me proud. I am even 
more proud, however, that the land where I raise cattle and wheat 
today includes the original allotment of land from my Great Grand-
mother Ora (Dennison) Colby. The realization that over one hundred 
years ago, our Osage ancestors had the forethought to make decisions 

main reason I decided to run for Osage Nation Congress. I am ready 
-

never worked for the tribe and I have no family members who work for 
the tribe sets me apart from many other candidates and assures that 
I will enter this job with fresh ideas and an open mind.

I am fortunate to have a supportive and devoted family. My par-
ents are Henry and Ora Lee (Colby) Hainzinger. My wife, Sara, of 16 

Mark Simms announces 
his candidacy for the !ird 
Osage Nation Congress
Press Release

-
nomic health of the Osage Nation is, 
and will continue to be, a top prior-
ity for six-year Osage Congressman 
and candidate Mark J. Simms. “The 
way the Osage people will prosper 

-
able,” Simms says. “I believe that 
the businesses of the Osage Nation 
must thrive in order to ensure servic-

wherever they may live,” he adds. 
“Strong businesses will be the pillars 
that uphold the Osage Nation. 

Simms says, “We need to look at 
the business entities of the Osage 
Nation and help them to focus more 

the Osage Casinos and the Osage 
LLC need to develop sound business 
strategies and improve communica-
tion with Congress,” Simms explains. 
Such communication comes from the 
Osage Gaming Enterprise Board and 
the Osage LLC Board, which report 
both to the Commerce and Economic 
Development Committee and to the 
Osage Congress.

Simms has been a member of the 
Commerce and Economic Develop-
ment Committee throughout his 
six-year term. He also serves on the 
Appropriations Committee, which 
works to ensure that expenditures 
stay within the Osage Nation’s pro-
jected annual budget. In addition, 
Simms serves on the Cultural Com-
mittee to preserve the Osage lan-
guage and traditions. 

With regard to the Osage Casi-
nos, Simms believes that expansion 
is good, as long as the expansion is 
purposeful. “We need to have a plan 
which ensures that as expansion oc-

-
able. For example, new construction 
at the Osage Casinos is already un-
derway. This needs to be done in a 

progress. There has to be account-
ability at each step and I will work 
to ensure that this takes place.” 

Mark Simms has a proven track 
-

Control, Inc. in 1980, which has 
grown to be the largest independent-
ly owned company in Bartlesville, 
Oklahoma. He is also the found of 

-
lished in 1989, which has grown to 
provide housing to 52 families. 

Because of his business acumen, 
Simms was appointed as a member 

-
mission during the administration 

2001 to 2009. This Commission was 
charged with providing “leadership 

initiative forward and promoting a 
pro business agenda in Washington.”

In 2003, Simms was selected as 

 SIMMS ANNOUNCES
—Continued on Page 32

 HAINZINGER ANNOUNCES
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Candy "omas announces her candidacy
for the "ird Osage Nation Congress
Press Release

Candy Thomas was born and 
raised in Tulsa, Oklahoma. After 
graduating from Edison High School, 
she received a B.S. in Sociology, with 

University of California, San Diego. 

with her immediate family, Steve 
and Nila Thomas, Joe Thomas, Ty-
ler, Hannah and Cooper Thomas. 

Candy’s career has been entirely 
-

ployee and for the last 18 years as 
an independent consultant to cit-

federal governments. She has writ-
-

lion in grants related to community 
and economic development projects. 
Many of the grant projects were a 
part of larger construction projects 

and grant reporting procedures. 

has been the Community Outreach 
Coordinator for a private company 
doing environmental remediation 
in two different locations in Okla-
homa. Candy’s knowledge of the 
communities and her established 
working relationships with the local 
government representatives made 
her effective as a liaison between 
the company, the local governments, 
and the public. Candy has worked 
with the Osage County Industrial 
Authority to develop an Incubator/

the Osage County Comprehensive 

-
nity Foundation Fund. She has been 
on the Osage Nation Gaming Enter-
prise Board since October, 2011 and 

to a three year term. 
Candy has been involved in the 

Osage language program for 6 ½ 
years. She studied under several dif-

ferent teachers and became a part of 
a small group under Mongrain Look-
out at Wakon Iron that evolved into 
the formal Osage language depart-
ment. She also dances every June 
and attends many other cultural 
events throughout the year.

Candy’s great grandmother Agnes 
-

dy who served on the 9th, 12th and 
13th Osage Tribal Councils. He was 

-
tory. Candy’s grandfather’s brother, 

and 20th Osage Tribal Council. 
“I’ve chosen to run for Congress 

because I have qualities and experi-
ence that would make me a good Con-
gresswoman” states Candy. My skills 
include management, organization, 
and attention to detail. I am a good 
listener, open minded, and very hard 
working. I would use these qualities 
and my  experience in business and 
government, along with my strong 
desire to move the Nation forward, to 

Nation is in an important transition 
time. Leadership and experience 

are critical to provide government 
stability and economic sustainabil-
ity. As a member of Congress I will 
diligently work to facilitate stronger 
working relationships between Ex-
ecutive, Congress, Minerals Council 
and other branches of government. 
I believe that strategic planning is 

the key to bringing all parties to the 
table in order to develop policies and 

and objectives for the future of the 

the future into the present, so that 
you can do something about it now”. 
(Alan Lakein)

as being a busy mother to our 3 children. Our family is involved in Church, 

Jr. Livestock show in Osage county. I have also been elected to the Board of 

am a member of the Oklahoma Cattleman’s Association and a member of the 

Want to know more about me? Ask your friends and neighbors. You will 
hear that I am a good-natured family man, with integrity and common sense. 
I have the ability to work hard and get along with absolutely anyone. I am 
anxious to serve ALL the Osage people. I look forward to building on some 

that we will be able to work through the current challenges. Thank you to 
my friends and family for encouraging me to “throw my hat in the ring.”

–Continued from Page 30
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Revard and to participate in the Osage community which has given me its 

always knew this was home. My grandfather, Clarence Revard, instilled in 
me the pride and understanding of being Osage and to always walk with my 
head held high in the Indian and non-Indian worlds. 

I serve on two boards, volunteer at a soup kitchen and act as a Court Ap-
pointed Special Advocate. I am president of GFWC Heeko, a women’s service 
club. Being involved in the community is something that I have always done. 

I am married to Frank Lorenzo, have one son Cory, who lives in Ignacio, 

I dance In-Lon-Shka, have taken Osage Language classes and my Osage 
name is Xu-Thon-don-ee (Looking at the Eagle).

Although I advocate many of the same issues as other candidates, I be-

is appropriated. I would consider it a great honor to serve you as an Osage 
Nation Congresswoman. I will be your spokesperson. I will listen to you. I 
will follow through with the best of my ability. 



RJ Walker announces his candidacy 
for the "ird Osage Nation Congress
Press Release

I am pleased  to announce my can-
didacy for the Osage Nation Con-
gress. Over the last decade I have 
served as Director of the Osage Na-
tion Roads Department and seen the 
potential of our Nation to overcome 
our differences. Also, while serving 
on boards in the community, I have 
seen the potential for our Nation to 
work with the city, county and state. 
This type of cooperation produces 

-
cially our elders and children. 

Osage children are our most im-
portant resource, and the opportu-
nities available to them should be 
our highest priority. I believe our 
children and grandchildren deserve 
meaningful opportunities in the arts, 
sciences, and trades that, if avail-
able, would help them explore their 
strengths. These strengths can turn 
into passions, which can turn into 
careers, and well planned initiatives 
that provides these opportunities 
will have my support. This includes 

-
sure the future success of our Nation. 

Cooperation and collaboration be-
tween local governments is a prac-

Business Development Center is 

the Osage County Industrial Author-
ity, I had the pleasure of collaborat-

Osage Nation, and Tri County Tech 

to create learning opportunities, 
business consulting services, and a 
business incubator that is available 
to everyone, including planned ten-
ants who are Osage entrepreneurs. 
This type of cooperation and collabo-
ration in the Osage Nation Congress 
can and will be a force for regional 
prosperity.

A strong economy is also built on 
reliable infrastructure, developed 
from a sustainable budget. Over 
the past eight years, the Osage Na-
tion Roads Department has utilized 
self-determination opportunities to 
handle our own affairs and employ 
fellow Osages in positions that were 

government agencies. During that 
time, the program has enjoyed clean 

-
sulting in a steady stream of funding 
to improve the infrastructure we use 
every day. In cooperation with the 
other local governments, the depart-
ment has executed dozens of agree-
ments to make our bridges and roads 
safer. In Congress, I will continue 
to prioritize not just our roads, but 
our water, sustainable energy, and 
communications so that our infra-
structure stays resilient and able to 
support growth.

This is especially important at 
the core of our Nation where we are 
making strides in the development 

plan will modernize our facilities, 
enhance employee’s workdays, and 
be a regional example for innova-
tion. As we grow as a Nation, these 
changes will make the Osage Nation 
a healthier, more productive place to 
work while reducing operating costs. 
I have served on this committee and 
will continue to encourage the enact-
ment of this plan.

Lastly, I understand the impor-
tance of the Minerals Estate and will 
ensure that an informed, common 
sense approach is taken anytime is-
sues arise that affect the powers af-
forded to the Minerals Council in the 
Constitution and the 1906 Act. 

Visit RJWalkerJr.com or Facebook 
for more information.

the Businessman of the Year from 
Oklahoma by the Business Advisory 
Council and the National Republi-
can Congressional Committee. This 
recognition was for top U.S. busi-
ness leaders who had successfully 

success with the support of Repub-
lican issues such as tax cuts and 
decreased government regulation. 
These individuals were singled out 
to receive this prestigious award be-

to the Business Advisory Council 
and for standing strong in the face 
of economic adversity. Simms and 
individuals from other states were 
featured in the Wall Street Journal 
that year. 

Another important goal Mark 
Simms will work toward is for the 
separation of the Minerals Estate 
Trust from the Osage Nation. For 
the past six years, the Osage Miner-
als Estate Trust has been held with-
in the Treasury of the Osage Nation. 
Simms disagrees with this policy. 
“The Minerals Trust needs to be 
separate and independent from the 
Osage government and I will strive 
to make that happen,” Simms says. 

Mark Simms, who is married to 
Linda Bellamy Simms, is the son 

grandson of Ralph Onhand (Wah-
Tsa-Ah-Tah) of the Beaver Band, 
original Allottee 582. After his father 
died, Simms was raised by the late 

the traditional ways of the Osage. 
Later, Simms was adopted into the 

Bear Clan and was given his Osage 
name, Le-Ta-Xoh, by Mary Red Ea-
gle. 

Simms attended Oklahoma State 
University for three years majoring 
in Business Administration with a 

to serve in the U.S. Army. When he 

returned from the U.S. Army, he 
enrolled in Oklahoma State Tech 
where he earned an Associates de-
gree in bookkeeping. 

You may contact me at: Mark J. 
Simms. 1111 S. Osage Ave., Bartles-

–Continued from Page 30

zelbaker and Leo and Cleo Johnson, 
all of Fairfax. I have two brothers, 
Master Sergeant (Ret.) Casey John-
son, of Fairfax, and Scott Johnson of 
Oklahoma City. I am a descendant of 
original allottees Tena Carlton Wo-
odring, Anna Woodring Black, and 
Daisy Ware Hazelbaker.

I would be honored to serve the 

to move our young government for-
ward. I respectfully ask for your vote. 

-
ky4osagecongress.com. Thank you 
taking the time to read this message. 

–Continued from Page 29



Shane Rencountre announces his candidacy
for the !ird Osage Nation Congress
Press Release

My name is Shane Rencountre and 
I am an Osage. I would like to serve 
as your congress person for the next 
four years. 

I have moved a lot around the 
United States while growing up, but 
it provided me with many experienc-
es from different areas of this great 
country. As an adult I have also had 
the blessing and opportunity to work 
and travel in other parts of the world. 
But throughout my life I have al-
ways returned to the Osage Nation. I 

-
ka, even though my immediate fam-
ily was still moving about. My best 
accomplishments were in sports but 
I regard the academics more impor-
tant fro the longer term. I have since 
worked in law enforcement, pipe-
lining, road/building construction, 
HVAC, and now I am a project man-
ager/inspector for the Osage Nation. 
Without a doubt in my mind there 
is truly something special about our 
home. Many Osages before me have 

ventured away to explore but then 

returned to our lands. 

This is where we have built our 

foundation, the very building blocks 
for the future. Our elders set this 
foundation and it has fallen upon us 
as descendants, and as citizens and 
stewards of our tribe, to continue 
this work and clarify the vision of 
our future. 

My mission as your congress per-
son will be to improve upon our tribal 
capabilities and responsibilities. Al-
though I have many, my main ideas 
are the following: 

 
economic and social  
responsibilities are.

Reform and improve services  
provided by the Osage Nation  
to its people. 

 
economic development.

Determine productivity of 
natural resources for longer 
term sustainability. 

 
schooling and higher education. 

Expand Osage culture, history, 
and language teaching to tribal 
members in public schools.

Our policies and regulations need 
to be fair to all Osages. Fiscal respon-
sibility of the Osage Nation Congress 
includes regulatory oversight – we 
need to monitor that appropriations 
are used what they are intended for. 
Throughout my multi-faceted experi-
ence here and abroad I have learnt 
that everything can be a resource. 

example, the Osage Nation has yet 
to implement its recycling program. 

Monetary funds are not the only 
resource available to us. We as a 
people are the greatest resource of 
all. We are the caretakers of our en-
vironment, our elders, our children, 
and their future. We need to teach 
our children how to be the best stew-
ards of our nation by being the best 
possible role models.

John Jech announces his candidacy
for the "ird Osage Nation Congress

 
Press Release

My name is John Jech and I am a 
candidate for the Osage Nation Con-
gress.  I am the grandson of Charles 
and Nancy Big Elk.  My great-grand-
parents were Charles Big Elk (Al-

my wife Melissa and our daughters 
Cortlynn and Brecklynn.

I am a graduate of Northeastern 
State University with a bachelor’s 
degree in business administration 

and major in accounting.  I am a Cer-

-
vidual and small business tax plan-
ning and preparation services, small 
business bookkeeping and account-
ing services and auditing.  I opened 
my business in 2011 after having 
served as the Osage Nations Trea-
surer from 2006 through 2010.  I had 
devoted 16 years of service to the 

Osage Nation where I began in 1994 
as a junior accounting clerk; in 1996 
I became the Nations Controller and 
eventually became Chief Financial 

I have an excellent understanding 
of the Nations organizational struc-
ture and processes.  I am knowledge-
able of the programs and services 
the Nation offers and have worked 
closely with the Executive branch,  
Legislative branch and department 

 JECH ANNOUNCES
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Carl Sellers announces candidacy 
for the "ird Osage Nation Congress
Press Release

HA-WE.  I am Carl Lee Sellers 

“Chico”.  I am of Osage and Chero-
kee descent.  As a life long resident 

-
ing for the past 30 years and also 
serve as a committee member on the 

my Osage side, I am a direct descen-

mother was Doris St. John.  My 
Osage name is Obee Cosa To-ah and 
it means Buffalo Horn. I am also an 
Osage shareholder. My father; Carl 
Sellers was Cherokee descent.

-
ers and together we have six daugh-
ters, two sons and 10 grandchildren.  

have worked as the Athletic Director 
for Dick Connors Correctional Facil-

head, part of my responsibilities have 
been to oversee the departmental  
budget, hiring, order supplies, nego-
tiate contracts with vendors, teach 

and manage over 1300 offenders in 
both the minimum and high medium 
facility.  As a coach, I am a motivator 
and a team player.

Thirty years ago, I started a char-
ity run for abused children with all 
the proceeds staying here in Osage 
County and going to the Youth Ser-
vices Shelter of which I have been a 
board member for the past 25 years. 
I am presently the board president.  
The State of Oklahoma has given 
special recognition to me for the 
charity work I have done with the 
Child Abuse Run.  

A short list of my community in-
volvement includes:

Little league baseball and 
football coach/ referee

 

Instrumental in returning the 
JOM back to the Osage parents

Co-coordinator and Torch runner 
for Osage County Special  
Olympics

 
Lodge

Member of Haskell 
Alumni Association

 
Cross and American Heart  
Association

Member of Immaculate  
Conception

Osage Nation Shareholder

Carl’s educational background:

A.A. from Haskell Indian  
Junior College

B.A. in Education from Central  
State University in Edmond,  
Oklahoma

Former Teacher at  

As a tribe we need to look at invest-
ment differently. We need to diver-
sify. Oil has been the life blood of the 
Osage people, and now the casinos, 
but there is nothing wrong with di-
versifying our portfolio. Any person 
that is in business knows that best 
practices look for ways to improve.

Let’s encourage the development 
of an employees’ rights board.This 
also is a sound business practice.  
Employee morale is essential to high 
performance from our Osage Nation 
workers.

Our traditional obligation is to 
help our elders. Can we start with 
assisted living? Nothing is in the 

look at a residential home for our as-
sisted living needs. 

Carl L. Sellers.

Letters to the Editor Submissions
If you’d like to submit a letter to the editor, mail it to the Osage News, Attn.: Shannon Shaw, 109 E. 6th Street, 

may be edited for grammar, clarity and space.

directors in budget preparation, 
analysis and reporting. 

I plan to focus my efforts on 
increasing accountability at all 
levels of government, providing 
our constituents with fact based 
information and protecting the 
minerals estate.  We all want in-
creased services for our members 
but these increases can only come 
in two ways, increased revenue 
stream or reallocation of funds.  
In my years of service to the Na-

opportunity for reducing spend-
ing within our programs.  We 
have to change the attitude of our 
employees and give them owner-
ship of their programs.  With this 
ownership comes accountability.  

We must also provide reliable, 
timely fact based information to 
our constituents.  I will work to 
increase transparency within our 
government and work to develop 

-
mitting information to our people.  

As a shareholder I feel it is im-
portant we work to continue to 
preserve and protect the Miner-
als Estate for future generations. 

As a Nation and Government 
we cannot realistically expect to 
satisfy the needs of every citi-
zen but we must always strive to 
make fair, educated, informed de-
cisions based on all relative and 
available fact based information 

our citizens. 
We must elect ethical individu-

als with analytical, leadership 
and decisive skills and I feel I 
posses those needed qualities.  If 
elected I will be faced with mak-
ing tough decisions that affect our 
Nation and its citizens.  I feel that 
I can draw from my past experi-
ences to make fair and educated 
decisions for the betterment of 

I would appreciate your vote 
on June 4, 2012.  I encourage any 
citizen to contact me with ques-
tions or concerns at john.jech@

–Continued from Page 33



Jerri Jean Branstetter  
announces candidacy
for the !ird Osage 
Nation Congress
Press Release

After great thought and con-
sideration, I am announcing my 
candidacy for re-election to the 
Third Osage Nation Congress.

For the past six years, I’ve 
been honored to serve my Osage  
people in the capacity as Speak-
er of the Second Osage Nation 
Congress.  During this time, we 
have witnessed great things for 
the Osage Nation.  As a member 
of the Osage Trust Settlement 
Team, we won the largest settle-
ment ever given to Native Ameri-
cans.  I drafted and amended the 
Osage minimum wage law that 
provided Osage Nation employ-
ees with a livable wage.  Every-
day, we have opened our door to 
all Osage, no matter what the issue, and listened with an open heart 
and mind to their concerns.  

As Speaker, I believe in full disclosure and sharing with my col-
leagues the issues before us.  To me, there is no partisanship.  There 
is no “us or them.”  We must work together to ensure a healthy Nation 
for today, tomorrow and future generations of Osage.  This commit-
ment to the spirit of collaboration has created a stronger bond with 
the Executive Branch and my fellow colleagues, which I believe has 
brought forth the achievements we’ve seen by this Congress.

Throughout my tenure in Congress, in my roles on various commit-
tees, chairwoman and as Speaker, I’ve had the opportunity to listen 

-
evant to you.  From Oklahoma, New Mexico to California and all other 
places we reside, the need for governmental accountability, funding 

-

and language, providing better healthcare and protection of our tribal 
resources was often expressed.  As I have done for the past six years, 

-
tinue to do if re-elected to Congress.

For me, tradition and heritage is important, I am a full blood Osage, 

 BRANSTETTER ANNOUNCES
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Roscoe Mays announces  
his candidacy for !ird 
Osage Nation Congress
Press Release

WOLF)

Indian to become a Union organizer 

and better wages. He was also a 
Union Representative for Homeland 

stores in Texas. He fought for the 
people in getting their jobs back, 
being discriminated against, being 
sexually harassed, and keeping the 
management from taking advan-
tage of the people. Roscoe worked in 
Hominy for Marvin’s Grocery store 
as the manger in which he hired all 
the Native Americans that he could. 
He is presently the manager/owner 
of the Highway 123 Smoke shop in 
Bartlesville, Ok. The Mays family 

-
homa and has been in business for 
25 years now.

Descended from a great leader of 
his time, Chief Strikeaxe. I believe 
we should not forget our roots.  Be-
cause that is who we are and that is 
what a real Osage is.  Why we the 

became that way.  It wasn’t because 
the United States gave us those 
unique rights it’s because our ances-
tors went to Washington and fought 
for those rights.  Our ancestors had 
us in mind when they paid for our 
land and how their actions would 
protect forever their descendants.

Why then would we want to give up 
those inherited rights, i.e?  (Signing 
compacts with the state that gives up 
our sovereignty). I believe we should 
be the Warrior nation we used to be 
and stand up for our rights not bow 
down to the state of Oklahoma. Our 
past and present leaders of the new 
Osage government know our Osage 

-

chase Agreement of the 1906 act, or 
the Code of Federal Regulations title 
25).  These Acts, Doctrines, and Trea-
ties are and forever will protect the 
Osage;  Unless, Osage government 
leaders do not know what rights the 
people they lead have. I believe in 
per-capita payment for our people.

I believe that how revenue is spent 
and the issues involving millions of 
our dollars that come before congress 

That way issues like whether to give 
an LLC more millions or whether to 
buy a sky cam or pay for a road the 
people never use wouldn’t take pre-
cedence over elder meals or scholar-
ships or adequate medical facilities 
or housing for our people or health 
care and education. I believe the peo-
ple of the Osage should know what 

change is always good!



 TALLCHIEF ANNOUNCES
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Amanda Proctor announces 
candidacy for the !ird Osage 
Nation Congress
Press Release

Harvard University and the Univer-
sity of Tulsa College of Law, where 
she earned the Native American law 

one of the few graduate students to 
receive the University’s Marcy Law-
less Award for Excellence in Service 
to the Community.

-
da served as a program director for 
three Native American tribes.  As a 
tribal housing director, Amanda fa-
cilitated large land acquisitions, the 
development of two low-income hous-
ing subdivisions and the operation of 
an adult foster care (assisted living) 
facility as a HUD-approved model 
activity.  She successfully designed 
and implemented a number of hous-
ing programs, including home repair 
and rehabilitation, home acquisition, 
down payment and closing cost as-
sistance, air conditioner assistance, 
winterization and an emergency 
housing assistance program.  Aman-
da is well-versed in all aspects of 
federal program compliance, includ-
ing grant acquisition, environmental 
due diligence and performance re-
porting requirements.    

As an attorney, Amanda advises 
and counsels Indian tribes and tribal 
entities throughout Oklahoma, in-
cluding those involved with gaming 
and social services.  However, the 
special emphasis of her law practice 
is Indian housing.  Amanda recently 
assisted the Housing Authority of the 
Seminole Nation of Oklahoma with 

Income Housing Tax Credit project, 
which resulted in nearly 4 million 
dollars of outside investor equity for 
the Seminole Nation.    

Amanda also has commenced and 
managed complex litigation on be-
half of tribes and individual Indians, 

including Osage tribal members.  
As such, she has developed a strong 
working knowledge of the 1906 Act 
of Congress and all amendatory acts.  

Amanda was listed in the 2010 
and 2011 editions of the “Super Law-
yers” directory, and was one of only 
two lawyers recognized in the Indian 
law practice category for those years.  
Amanda is licensed to practice law in 
Oklahoma state courts, the federal 
courts for the Northern and West-
ern Districts of Oklahoma and the 
tribal courts of the Osage, Cherokee, 

Nations.  She currently serves as the 

Association.
Amanda is at home under the ar-

bor or in the arena, having partici-
pated from an early age in the Native 
American cultural community.  She 
founded the Harvard University 

2005.  She frequently serves on the 
head staff of powwows throughout 
the United States and Canada.

Press Release

Let’s build a stronger Nation. 
As a former legislator and busi-
ness leader, I’m a good commu-
nicator who understands the 
value of listening. Yet, not only 
do I listen, but I’m equipped with 
the strategic skills and experi-
ence to turn words into actions 
and thoughts into plans, under-
standing evaluation and follow-
through are critical components 
of any legislation.

Cooperation is the key to suc-
cess, whether it be in business or 
personal life, and I believe it is 
time we as a people learn to co-
operate for the betterment of our 
Nation. I believe the Osage Na-
tion Congress should have an eye 
on the future, to ensure coming 
generations of Osage have a Na-
tion in which they will be proud.

Developing legislation that 
follows the Constitution and the 
Strategic plan will strengthen 
and build the Osage Nation

My strengths are:

 
business experience

Understanding strategic 
planning for the future

Successful implementa-
tion of various programs

Excellent communication  
skills 

Management and private 
industry experience 

Healthcare: The issue of 
healthcare has always been near 
and dear to my heart. As a Na-
tion, we must try to improve 
healthcare for future generations 
through better programs and 

legislation designed to facilitate 
these goals.

Economic Development: It is im-
perative we bring jobs to the Osage 
Nation. A strong infrastructure of 
economic development will help 
build a stronger nation that can 
weather the tests of time and our 
Congress must enact legislation to 
assist in this process.

Education: Educational assis-
tance and opportunities for Osage 
citizens need to be enhanced. As 

University, I understand the 
costs faced by families wishing 
to send their children to college. 
As a member of Congress, I will 

legislation passed to help achieve 
these goals.

If elected, I will work hard  
for you, the people of our Osage 
Nation, to ensure your voice is  
 
 
 

Cecelia Tallchief announces 
her candidacy for the "ird 
Osage Nation Congress
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Joe Mashunkashey announces candidacy 
for the "ird Osage Nation Congress
Press Release

To my Osage people:
I am Joe Mashunkashey, from 

pleased to announce my candidacy 
for the Osage Nation Congress.  I 
am of Osage, Otoe and Cherokee 

Oklahoma.  After graduation from 

in the U.S. Air Force for 4 years and 
I am a Vietnam Veteran.  After my 
military service, I attended Tulsa Jr. 

I currently reside in Bartlesville, Ok.  
I follow traditions of the Osage and 
I am a member of the Native Ameri-
can Church.  I support the Osage 
language program, cultural center 
and Osage museum.  

I bring 35 years of work experi-
ence with federal and tribal pro-
grams along with Indian Gaming.  I 
currently work with the Osage Ca-

-

I have managed tribal funded HUD 
programs and worked in upper lev-
el management with the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs for 10 years.   I have 
assisted with the development of 
housing, water and sanitation proj-
ects with several tribes throughout 
the United States.  

I will strive to bring in economic 
development business enterprises 
that deal with our natural resources 
and mineral estate and protect these 
mineral rights for our future genera-
tions.  I will support businesses deal-

support purchasing more land for 
the Nation and help to create a land 

My vision for the Osage people is 
to assist in looking for more funds to 
aid our tribal health programs that 

need to look into “what’s going to be 
helpful for the tribe”.  I will bring 
to the table free day care for em-

ployees. We need to have a place for 

our elders to go stay after released 

from the hospital something similar 
to apartment type assisted living, 
where people are never left alone, 
fully staffed with health care per-
sonnel.  We need to have state of the 
art Wellness Centers equipped with 
swimming pools so that elders can 
do water aerobic physical therapy.  

increase revenue to generate more 
revenue.

everyone gets on the same page…
-

sions.  Making the transition from 
old government to the constitutional 
government, which gives us the abil-
ity and have business enterprises.

Thank you for your support, I ap-
preciate your vote in this Osage Na-
tion Congress election…my ballot 
number is 24. Thank you, Joe Mas-
hunkashey. Email: tjoemashunk@
hotmail.com.

Teresa DeRoin 
Hudgins announces 
candidacy for 
the !ird Osage 
Nation Congress
Press Release

I have lived in Osage Coun-
ty all of my adult life.  I am 
from a traditional Osage fam-
ily. I descended from the Har-

and Chouteau families. I have 
3 grown children and 1 grand-
son, Jet Thomas. I am a grad-
uate of Tulsa Junior College 
and the University of Missouri 

of Science Degree in Nursing.  
I am a Registered Nurse and 
have practiced primarily in 
rural hospitals where I take 
care of friends, neighbors and 
family.  I was raised to take 
care of others and the nurs-
ing profession has suited my 
personality and skillset.  Be-

-
enced my decision to run for 
Osage Nation Congress.  

I believe I have something 

 HUDGINS ANNOUNCES
—Continued on Page 39

the oldest daughter of the late Jerome and Angie Barnes.  I am blessed with 
three wonderful sisters; Judy Hight of Skiatook, Mary Monetathchi of El 

-

Osages and original allottees.  Born in Los Angeles, California, I was raised 
in Hominy, Oklahoma.  Currently, I live in rural Wynona with my husband, 
John.  We have one son, Marvin Lee (M.L.) Clark, II and I have two beautiful 
grandchildren, Marvin Lee (M.L.) Clark III and Samantha Jean.

Speaker and, if re-elected, will continue to work diligently and fervently for 
you, my Osage people.
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open to hear your concerns. Using 
my extensive knowledge of tribal 
operations, along with my commu-
nication skills, I believe I could help 
bring a new level of cooperation and 
vision to our Nation. When thinking 
of leadership for the future, vote Ce-

celia Tallchief for Osage Nation Con-
gress, #11 on the ballot. 

I would appreciate hearing from 
you, so please contact me via email 
at ctallchief8@yahoo.com; my phone 

my website at www.ceceliatallchief.
com



Angela Marie Pratt 
announces candidacy for 
!ird Osage Nation Congress
Press Release

is an honored veteran, and has 
achieved success in education, ca-
reer and social services.

I am honored and humbled to 
announce my candidacy for the 
Third Osage Nation Congress. I 
believe that candidates should 
have the knowledge and commu-
nication skills necessary to ad-
dress the needs of our people. I 
am running for election because 
I feel my education, experience, 
and upbringing have prepared 
me to represent our Osage people.  

with a minor in Criminal Justice.  
I have completed several hours 
towards a M.S. in Counseling 

-
ies program. I served in the United States Army. I am a member of the 

to serve as Vice Commander. As an Osage veteran, I will author or sup-
port legislative efforts to provide additional services for our veterans.  

My traditional upbringing has afforded me the opportunity to wit-

should always place our culture and elders at the top of our priorities. 
I support the Nations endeavors to provide better healthcare for our 

Education continues to be a priority for our nation. It is my intention 
to ensure our children are receiving the best education services we can 
offer.  We must help them to understand that higher education is an 
obtainable goal and provide the tools and encouragement they need.  

For seven years I worked for the Drug Enforcement Administration. I 
worked with several local, state and federal law enforcement agencies.  
Before my employment with the DEA, I worked as a Veterans Educa-

Administration. I currently serve as the Director for three Osage Nation 
programs; Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF), General 
Assistance (GA) and Financial Hardship Assistance (FHA), formerly 

-
ous social issues that are affecting Osages of all ages. What is happening 
today can have a serious effect on us for generations to come. 

I believe we need to address these issues to ensure our families are 
safe from homelessness, drug and alcohol dependency, child abuse and 
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Linda LaZelle announces 
candidacy for the !ird 
Osage Nation Congress
Press Release

The Osage Nation Government 
must stand united for our future. 
Our leadership must mend differ-
ences and work in concerted efforts 
to establish laws derived from stra-
tegic planning and necessary to ex-
pound the provisions of the Osage 
Nation Constitution. Our govern-
ment should strive to meet the needs 
of Employment, Education, Health, 

Culture, and our Mineral Estate.                                                                                                                                         

strengthen our government in or-
der to preserve and perpetuate a full 
and abundant Osage way of life that 

born.”   –Osage Nation Constitution                                                    
My name is Linda LaZelle and I 

am a candidate for a Congressional 
seat in the Legislative Branch. I am 
from the Zon-Zo-lee district; member 
of the Deer Clan, my name is Hum-
pah-toka. I am the daughter of Irene 

Allen LaZelle both Osage and from 
Hominy.  I am a descendant from 

Webb & Chouteau families. I have 
three children, three grandchildren 

Joseph Catholic Church and the Na-
tive American Church.  I have served 
on I lon shka committees in all three 
districts as a lady singer or Cook. 

I completed 26 years of service to 
the State of Oklahoma, Division of In-

& Services. My positions included 24 
years in administrative and leader-

position with the Osage Nation.
 I bring the Osage people 4½ years 

the Legislative Branch. Employed as 
a Legislative staffer for the 1st and 

2nd Congress, I am knowledgeable 
of the Legislative process and value 
the importance to communicate with 
Constituents and all branches of gov-
ernment.  I plan to capitalize on this 
experience and provide a legislative 
return to the Nation.

 I bring you hope and a vision 
of collaborated efforts that will 
strengthen our Nation.  I support 

the people have the right to voice in 
our government and legislators have 
the responsibility to listen and advo-
cate. The Osage Nation has created 
a foundational government and the 
guardianship should foster coopera-
tion while seizing opportunities for 
economic development.  I believe 
I am like you. I want a prospering 
Nation, one that demands honesty 
and integrity, a government that 
provides services, generates revenue 



Jozi Tall Chief announces candidacy
for the !ird Osage Nation Congress
Press Release

I am Alex “Jozi” Tall Chief. 3/8 
Osage from the Fairfax/Grayhorse 
district. I was raised by my grandpar-
ents, Alex Tall Chief III and Juanita 
Roan Horse-Tall Chief. I was edu-

1981. I attended college at N.O.C. 

returning to Fairfax to care for my 
elderly grandparents and attended 

owned my own salon in Fairfax, un-
til it became imperative I attend my 

duty until her demise in 2008. Now, 
I breed and sell English bulldogs and 
paint both cowboy/Indian (Osage) 
art. I live in Fairfax and fully under-
stand what it means to live and oper-
ate businesses here. I never desired 

was perfectly content to let those I 
deemed “smarter” or better educated 
hold the reins of tribal governance. 
However, recently, I felt the need to 
heed the voices of my ancestors urg-
ing me into the political arena, al-
though it is not what I wanted to do.  
Hence, I am offering myself to help 
extricate our tribe from the quagmire 

-
dred words. However, We all have a 
grasp on the issues facing our people. 
And, some of us have great ideas 
to overcome them. But, before any 
new projects or legislation to outlay 
more Osage dollars are introduced, 

rapidly and ridiculously depleting 

always been honest about who and 
what I am. When I was called upon 
to be there for my family, I was. My 
grandparents instilled in me a life-
long sense of spirituality, honor, in-
tegrity, family and tribal history, 
which placed me in good stead for 
the road that lies ahead of me. As my 

name implies, I come from a long line 
of leaders and chiefs, including my 

service to his country and his people 

include being a Union soldier, fed-
eral marshal, council member, two 
terms as Chief of the Osage and was 
instrumental in preserving our min-
eral estate, making me an avid pro-
ponent of the 1906 act. His example 
alone demands I recognize and per-
form the duties I am called to do. 

Subsequently, my descendants 
will also share my heritage and will 
serve our people, whether elected 
or not. We have a “noblesse oblige” 
we cannot shirk. With your help, we 
shall TOGETHER, bring about an 
“Osage Renaissance”. Thus restor-
ing our “Mighty Osage” people to our 
rightful place of prominence. Not just 
in “Indian Country”, but in our deal-
ings with the federal government as 

guide our decision making as we cast 
our votes in June. 

Thank you, Jozi Tall Chief.

neglect, domestic violence, and unemployment. There is a need for effective 
legislation that will produce positive results for our people. The programs 

need to create jobs within the reservation.  I will support any enterprise that 

for our people.  
We have an obligation to protect our Sovereignty and work diligently towards 

Self-determination. I hope to enhance the communication between all three 
branches and among the people in order to move towards self governance. I am 
#18 on the ballot and I respectfully ask for your vote on June 4, 2012.
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and controls spending.  We have a responsibility to acknowledge the needs 
of Osages living outside of our reservation.

I support legislation that provides contingency plans in response to federal 
cut backs.  I will exert efforts to establish laws of the land and government as 
opposed to policy and procedural initiatives for another branch, which may 
violate and infringe on separate of powers provided within our Constitution.                                            

As a member of this Nation, a shareholder cultured in the Osage way of 
life, I give you my commitment to uphold the Constitution, put our people 

to give to my people. Taking care 
of people has been my life and I 
am ready to expand on that and 
reach out to my Osage people, 
wherever they are. I want our 
leadership to be transparent and 
accountable. With teamwork, we 
can solve the problems our great 
Osage Nation is facing.  

Everyone has something to 
give. We all have different skills 
and experience. Our leaders need 
to be able to put aside emotions 
and personal beliefs and work 
towards a common goal. Effec-
tive communication skills are 
essential for a governing body.  
Communication enhances perfor-
mance and progress.  

My healthcare background has 
been primarily clinical, but for 
the past 5 years I have been the 
Director of Nursing at a rural 
hospital. Five years ago, I was ap-
pointed to the governing board for 
Osage Home Health, serving as 
the Chairman for the past year.  

I am willing to spend the time 
needed to educate myself on the 
issues affecting our Nation. I will 
not let my pride get in the way of 
progress. We would all like to be-
lieve that we are right and many 
people believe that their way is 
the only right way.  I want to cre-
ate a better Osage nation and that 
begins by respecting the opinions 
of others.  The Osage Nation 
needs a diverse group of leaders 
to come together and create a co-
hesive, transparent, accountable 
governing body with integrity so 
that we can regain the respect of 
our citizens and others.  I have 
the personality and skills to help 
this happen.  I would appreciate 
your vote on June 4th.




